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Editorial: 

A CHALLENGE TO MEMBERS 

T HE emphasis tha t  is being put  on the impor~ 
tance of training scientists today pre-sup- 

poses a good eaucaclonal foundation. This can 
hardly be obtained wi thout  a sufficient ground- 
work in reaaing. That  there  are in both our 
public and private  schools an appreciable num- 
ber of children wish severe reading disabilities is 
not news to members  of THE ORTON SOCIETY. 
What  are we doing about  i t? 

Dr. Alanson Hinman in his talk on "A Pedia- 
trician Looks at Language Disabilit ies" at  the  
1957 fall meet ing of THE ORTON SOCIETY in 
New York, made a s t rong plea for  more aggres- 
sive action on the par t  of the specialists in this 
field to "sell" their  work to the  public. "This is 
the era of the  big sell", Dr. Hinman said. "If  
you have a product  and you want  to marke t  
it, it is no longer feasible to put  it pret t i ly  in a 
window and wait  for someone to come and buy 
it. That  was once the best  method bu t  now if 
you have a product,  you must  create a marke t  
for it and then it will sell itself. 

"I have a s t rong feeling", Dr. Hinman con- 
tinued, " that ,  on the whole, language therapy 
has been put  in a window. It  has been shown, 
and adequately so, to the public . . . .  Yet, because 
of the obvious shortage of personnel and the fear  
tha t  advert ising too widely will bring only a 
larger and more impossible wait ing list, no effort 
has ye t  been made to get  out  and create a mar- 
ket  for the product. In this case it is really a 
service for which a marke t  already exists, but  
the public doesn't  know about  it and so the sup- 
port  and encouragement  so vitally needed have 
not been forthcoming. I don't think you should 
s tar t  a national foundation with paid, profes- 
sional fund-raisers and the support  of some screen 
or television star. That  is not the only or the 
best  way  to do this. 

"I do feel that each one of you can give a 
bit of yourselves and your own extra time, how- 
ever, to say something strong, something posi. 
tive, and something persuasive to the people in 
your immediate environment." 

Dr. Hinman's  message could not have been 
more timely. Many of us who are working to- 
gether  in THE ORTON SOCIETY have been 
thinking along these same lines, part icularly as 
we read the numerous current  art icles in our 
daily newspapers and magazines stressing the 
need for  bet ter  scientific education to put  our 
national defense on a safer  basis. 

"SCIENCE? THEY CAN'T EVEN READ!"  
This was the arrest ing headline of a recent  fea- 
ture  article by one of the  staff wri ters  in the  
Sunday WASHINGTON POST. He called atten- 
tion to the  fact  tha t  many children in the ele- 
menta ry  and secondary schools in the  Nation's  
Capital are failing to respond to classroom read- 
ing procedures and therefore  are unable to at- 
tain success in the educational field which would 
open up to them unlimited scope for their  other- 
wise excellent abilities. 

No one knows be t te r  than the members  of  
THE ORTON SOCIETY the grea t  number of 
potential scientists, mathematic ians  and engi- 
neers who are today blocked in their  educational 
progress by unrecognized and untreated reading 
disabilities. Who can even est imate the loss to 
our country of vitally needed specialists who 
may be failing to learn to read adequately be- 
cause of a specific reading disabili ty? And yet  
we hear almost daily f rom some teacher or parent,  
or even the head of an educational institution, 
"I never heard of such a thing." What  can we, 
as members  of THE ORTON SOCIETY do about 
this woeful ignorance and the appalling lack of 
resources throughout  the country for the recog- 
nition and training of the  chi ldren--perhaps  ten 
percent of the total  school popula t ion--who are 
handicapped by some measure  of specific language 
disability ? 

We can, and should, first of all continue to 
demonstra te  the  value and the practicali ty of our 
approach, understanding, and methods, based as 
they  are on neurological premises, by  maintain- 
ing high s tandards and quality in our individual 
undertakings.  Our frontiers  are  steadily being 



extended, as will be apparent  f rom the reports  
of members '  work f rom coast  to coast in this 
BULLETIN.  We should not be panicked, how- 
ever, into a t tempts  at  mass  production in either 
our remedial programs or the training of teach- 
ers, for the essence of our work is the develop- 
ment  of the capacities of the individual pupil. 
This will always require individual diagnostic 
studies and appropriate,  differentiated teaching. 

We can, nevertheless,  and we undoubtedly 
should, as Dr. Hinman has pointed out, exert  
ourselves to much grea te r  effort to "sell" our 
product  to the community.  We can persis tent ly 
and continually inform doctors, parents,  teachers, 
school administrators ,  and others about  the ex- 
istence of special language difficulties in br ight  
children and the methods by which they can be 

helped. We must  find and use many more media 
for  this than we have in the  past.  Al though old 
to us, we must  remember  tha t  our work is new 
and therefore  News to each new generat ion of 
parents, teachers, and medical students.  They 
will be interested in hearing about  it a t  parent- 
teacher meetings and in e d u c a t i o n a l  s tudy 
groups, and reading about  it in their  local and 
s tate  medical and educational journals  as well as 
at  national meetings and in national publications. 
What  if every member  of THE ORTON SO- 
CIETY wrote ten articles or gave ten talks dur- 
ing the coming year?  This might  easily spread 
the word to 100,000 people who had never heard 
of special language disabilities before. Is it not 
up to each of us to t ry  to find t ime for  this 
extra  effort r ight now? 

Bn Memoriam 
P E T E R  GOW 

Founder  and Head Master  

The Gow School, South Wales, N. Y. 

May 14, 1958 

We learn with sadness of the death of 
P E T E R  GOW, a pioneer in the education of 
boys with reading disabilities, and a char ter  
member  of THE ORTON SOCIETY. 

Af te r  graduat ing  from Yale, Mr. Gow 
had a wide and successful teaching experi- 
ence with boys in such schools as Choate 
and Nichols and Park  School in Buffalo, and 
for  a time, he once told us, he found satis- 
faction in the fine performance of his Latin 
classes. But  then his interest  was challenged 
by the scholastic problems of the "o ther"  
boys, the  s tudents  who seemed jus t  as earn- 
est  and alert  but  who were repeated aca- 
demic failures. For  them, he founded THE 
GOW SCHOOL in 1926. A short  t ime later 
he came to know Dr. Orton and as he learned 
more and more f rom him as to the nature  
of many educational blocks, he made "recon- 
s truct ive language" the  core of the school's 
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c u r r i c u l u m - - t h e  basic c o u r s e - - a n d  he in- 
sisted tha t  reading and other  phases of lan- 
guage development be s t ressed as an integ- 
ral par t  of every course. 

Mr. Gow and Dr. Orton had continued 
contacts  throughout  the  years,  enjoying 
and profiting from their  discussions, which 
might  include the needs of individual pupils 
or the origin of a word or the  construction 
of a laboratory.  They had many similar 
qualities : untiring enthusiasm for their  work, 
insatiable intellectual curiosity, a deep un- 
derstanding of boys, and a shining integri ty.  

The officers and members  of THE ORTON 
SOCIETY wish to extend their  sincere sym- 
pathy to Mr. Gow's family at  this time, 
with the hope that  THE GOW SCHOOL will 
continue to be an outs tanding educational 
memorial to the ideals and work of its foun- 
der, P E T E R  GOW. 


