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Abstract: Dynamical entropy invariants, based on a general approximation approach
are introduced for C*- and W*-algebra automorphisms. This includes a noncommu-
tative extension of topological entropy.

The Connes—Stormer entropy [4] and its generalization by Connes—Narnhofer—
Thirring [3] (see [9] for a recent alternative approach) extend the entropy invariant
of Kolmogorov to the context of J¥*-algebra automorphisms. These entropies may
be viewed as “observable”-entropies, i.e. they are based on the physics point of
view of observing the quantum dynamical system via abelian models. Here we ex-
plore another route to entropy based on approximation (we also briefly discussed the
approximation idea in [14]). One may think of approximation entropies as “growth”-
entropies, reflecting the mathematical idea of the growth of the algebra produced
by the automorphism. The invariants we obtain are > the usual ones and we show
equality for non-commutative Bernoulli shifts and in the commutative cases. Note
also that “observable” entropy is essential in getting lower bounds for approximation
entropies, while approximation entropies give useful upper bounds for “observable”
entropy. Let us also mention from the beginning that the natural framework for
Connes—Stormer. Connes—Narnhofer—Thirring and approximation entropies is that
of algebras satisfying hyperfiniteness or nuclearity assumptions.

There are several reasons for studying approximation entropies. One motiva-
tion is the search for a non-commutative analogue to McMillan’s theorem for the
Connes-Stérmer entropy. Proving equality of the Connes-Stérmer entropy and of
the approximation entropy for a given automorphism can be viewed as a kind of
weak McMillan-type of theorem.

For approximation entropies, the entropy of a tensor product of two automor-
phisms is bounded by the sum of the entropies of the automorphisms. Powers’
shifts, which are very far from asymptotically abelian have been shown recently by
Narnhofer-Stérmer—Thirring [15] to provide a counterexample to this tensor prod-
uct property for the Connes—Stérmer entropy. For these Powers’ shifts the Connes—
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Stérmer entropy and the approximation entropies are different. More generally, the
lack of asymptotic abelianness appears to get in the way of observing the system via
abelian models (a point of view held by H. Narnhofer for some time) and therefore
one should also expect McMillan-type results for the Connes—Stérmer entropy only
when asymptotic abelianness is satisfied. -

Another reason for the approximation approach is that it provides a suitable
definition of topological entropy in the non-commutative context. The definitions
previously proposed ([5, 13]), based on the covering idea, have the drawback of
not being invariants of the C*-algebra automorphism, i.e. they require additional
structure in order to function. To define topological entropy in the approximation
approach, it suffices to replace the 2-norm defined by the invariant state by the
uniform norm and one obtains a definition with adequate features.

We also think approximation is consistent with the spirit of [10] and [6].

We consider two kinds of approximation by finite-dimensional subalgebras and
via completely positive maps. Multiplying these two possibilities by the two cases,
that of an invariant state and the C*-case (i.e. “measurable” amd “topological”), we
get four approximation entropies. For McMillan-type results the stronger statements
correspond to approximation by subalgebras. Our topological entropy is based on
completely positive approximation in the C*-case.

For automorphisms of non-commutative tori we show that their topological en-
tropy is of the same order as the entropy of the corresponding classical system.

Another example where we compute the topological entropy is the inner au-
tomorphism for the implementing unitary of a topological Bernoulli shift in the
crossed product. This also solves in the affirmative in the case of Bernoulli shifts
with equal weights a question of E. Stormer in [11]. In an Appendix using the
completely positive approximation entropy we solve the problem in [11] for gen-
eral ergodic transformations.

Note that the approximation idea used here can be applied as well for automor-
phisms of other topological algebraic structures. As an example we briefly look at
the Hilbert space case. The result is that the approximation entropy of a unitary op-
erator coincides with the Connes-Stérmer entropy of the Bogoliubov automorphism
it defines.

Also more generally we define the entropy of a unitary representation for a
certain class of amenable discrete groups. In the case of an i.c.c. group for a
representation quasiequivalent with the regular representation we prove the entropy
equals the von Neumann dimension.

The paper has nine sections (except the introduction). The first four sections deal
with the four approximation entropies for operator algebras: first the two correspond-
ing to subalgebra approximation (W*- and C*-case) and then the two cases (W™
and C*) of completely positive approximation. Section 5 deals with the topological
entropy of automorphisms of non-commutative tori. Section 6 is about the topologi-
cal entropy of the inner automorphism implementing the topological Bernoulli shift
in the crossed product. Section 7 and 8 deal with Hilbert space entropy, first the
case of a unitary operator, then the case of a group representation. Section 9 com-
putes the entropy of the inner automorphism implementing the topological Bernoulli
shift in the crossed product. The last section entitled “Further Remarks” discusses
variants of definitions and some of the open problems. There is also an Appendix
about the solution to Stérmer’s problem in general.
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1. Subalgebra Approximation the W*-Case

Let M be a separable hyperfinite, finite von Neumann algebra with a faithful normal
trace state t and let |x,| = (z(x*x))"/? be the associated 2-norm. By 2f(M) we
denote the finite subsets of M. If w € (M) and & C M we shall write w Cs &
if for every a € o there is x € & such that |a — x| < . Let further % (M) denote
the unital finite-dimensional C*-subalgebras of M. If 4 € #(M) we denote by dim
4 its dimension and by rank A its rank, i.e. the dimension of a maximal abelian
self-adjoint subalgebra of 4.

1.1. Definition. If w € #f(M) and 6 > 0 we define
ro(w;0) = inf {rank 4|4 € F(M), 0 Cs A}
the d-rank of .

1.2. Definition. If o is an automorphism of M such that toau=1,0 > 0 and
w € Pf(M) we define

ha(a, @; 8) = lim sup n~ 'log ry(wUa(w)U...U " (w);d),

n— 00

ha.(o, ) = sup ha (o, w;0),
6>0

ha(a) = sup {ha (0, 0)|w € Pf(M)}.
ha (o) will be called the approximation entropy of o.
1.3. Proposition. If k € Z then
ha(aF) = |k|ha(x) .

Proof. We first show ha(x) = ha(x~"). We have

rr< U &(w); 5) =r <oc“"+1< U ocj(a))>;5)
0sj<n-1 0<j=n—1
= l’r< U o (o) 5) )

05jEn—1

and hence
ha(a, ;8) = ha(a™", @;0)
ha (0, ) = ha ("', w),
ha(2) = ha(a™") .

Thus we may assume & > 0. We have

ha(o¢f, 0; 6) = lim sup n~'log rr< U o) 5)

n—00 0<j<n—1

A

sup n~ ' log r1< U #(o); 5)

n—o0 0=/ <h(n—1)

kha (o, w;9) ,

1A
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which implies a,(«f) < kha. ().
For the reverse inequality, remark that if w € (M) and

o= U &),
05jSk—1
then
rf( U aj(w);5>§r,< U ockj(wl);6>.
0sjZn—1 0S/=[4]
Hence

kha,(o, w;8) < ha(af, w1;0),
kha, (¢, 0) < ha(odk,w1),
kha(¢) < ha(d").
O

1.4. Proposition. Let w; € Zf(M),j € N, Cwy C... be such that Ujex
Unczo"(w;) generates M as a von Neumann algebra. Then

ha (o) = sup ha.(a, w;) .
JEN

Proof. Tt suffices to show that given w € Zf(M) and é > 0 there is 6; > 0 and
w; such that
ha(o,@;0) < ha(o, @;;01) .

In view of the assumptions there is N € IN so that
N
w Csp N co('ll“({l}u U cxk(a)jUa)}‘)> ) ,
(k| <N

where o} = {a*|a € 0;},T = {z € C| |z] = 1} and co denotes the convex hull. If
C = max {||a| |a € w;} we easily see that if for some unital B € (M) we have

lkHNa.k(a)j) Cs B,

then

N
NCO<F<{1}U U ock(a)jUw}‘)) >C523,

e

where 8, = N2(2C)V~15,. Thus choosing 6; = 27N ~2(2C)! =¥, we see that

’kHNock(wj) Cs B

implies @ Cs B. In particular
(U dene)sn( U dana).
0gk=n—1 —NSkEN+n-1

so that
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ha (o, ; 8) < ha(e, 0N (@));81) = ha,(e, w;; 1) -
0

The notations H(A,...,4,),H(A|B),H(A,a),H(®) are those of [4] for the en-
tropy quantities defined by A. Connes and E. Stoérmer.

1.5. Proposition. If A € F(M) and w € Pf(M) generates A as a C*-algebra,
then
H(A4,0) = ha(o, 0)

and
H(x) = ha(a) .

Proof. 1t is clearly sufficient to prove the first assertion.
For the given 4 € #(M) and a given ¢ > 0 by [4] there is 6 > 0 such that if
B € #(M) and if for every a € 4, |la|| < 1 there is b € B such that |a — b|; < 4,
then H(4|B) < &. It is easily seen that in view of our assumptions there is §; > 0
such that
w Cs B=H(4|B) < ¢.

This also implies
«"(w) Cs, B= H(«"(4)|B) < &.

Thus, if
r(wU--- U o N w); 51) =r(n),

there is B, € #(M), rank B, = r(n) so that &/(w) Co, By for 0 < j £ n— 1. This
implies
H(4,0(4),...,0" " (4)) < H(B,) + H(4|B,) + - -- + H(a"~(4)[B,)
< log r(n) + ne,

so that
H(4,2) £ ha (o, 0;61)+ ¢,

and hence the desired conclusion. O

1.6 Remark. It is obvious that the preceding proposition can be refined by replac-
ing the lim sup in the definition of ha.(a,w;8) by a lim inf. This defines lower
approximation entropy quantities:

Tha, (e, ®;6) = lim inf n~'og - (w U -+ U™ (@); 8)
tha(a, @) = sup lha(a, w;0),
>0
Tha.(«) = sup {lha.(o,w)|w € Pf(M)} .

We have

H(4,0) = lha(o, )
when w generates A4 and :
H(a) £ Tha (o) .

We don’t know whether /ha.(o, w), lha,(2) are not actually equal to %a,(o, w),
ha ().
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1.7. Proposition. Assume M = L*°(X, %, 1) is separable and o is induced by an
ergodic measure-preserving automorphism T of the probability measure space
(X, %, 1) and 7T is the trace defined by . Then

WT) = ha(a),
where h(T) is the Kolmogorov entropy of T.

Proof. Since I(T) = H(a) we have i(T) < ha.(2) by 1.5. In view of 1.4 to prove
the converse it suffiices to show that if Q = (Q4,...,8,,) is a measurable partition
of X and w = {yq,| £ j < m}, where yq, is the indicator function of €;, then
ha(a,0) < K(T). In view of McMillan’s theorem, given ¢ > 0 there is N such
that, if » = N, then in

QM =0QvTQV...vT"lQ

except for the atoms contained in the set Z with u(Z) < ¢, the other atoms have
measure in the internal [exp(—n(A(T) + ¢)),exp(—n(A(T) — ¢))). We then define 4,
to be the linear span of the y,, where A ranges over the atoms of Q" which do
not intersect Z, plus the set Z itself. Thus 4, € # (M) and

dim 4, £ 1 +exp(n(h(T)+¢)).
Since |yz|» < &'/? we easily infer
ocj(w) Cip2 An
for 0 < j £ n— 1. This gives
re(@U- - Uo™ N w)e) < 1+ exp(n(i(T) +¢)),

and hence
ha(o, w;6?) < W(T) +¢.

Since ¢ > 0 is arbitrary, this gives the desired conclusion. O

1.8. Proposition. Let M, be the algebra of k x k matrices with its unique trace-
state, M = M,?Z,r = T];@Z and let o be the non-commutative Bernoulli shift on M.
Then

ha(2) = H(a) =log k.

Proof. Since ha (o) = H(a) by 1.5 we need only prove ha, (o) < H(a). Let 4 €
F (M) be one of the copies of .#, in the tensor-product defining M, and let @ be
a system of matrix units for 4. By 1.4 ha.(a, ) = ha.(«). On the other hand

rr(co U---Uad" Yw); 5) <K,
so that ha, (o, w) < log k = H(a). O
1.9. Proposition. Let M = M1 Q M3, 7 =11 ® 12,00 = o1 ® 0p. Then

har @, (1 ® 02) S haq (o) + hag, (o) -
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Proof. Remark that if a € M,B,€ % (M),b € B are such that |a — b|, < 8, then b
may be chosen so that ||b]| < ||a| (take b = Epa, Ep the conditional expectation).
If w; € #(M;) are such that x € w; = ||x|| < 1, it is easily seen that

rT( U a{(w1)®aé(w2);51+52) érrl( U Od(wl);51)

0Z%jsn—1 0=j=n—1

+r12( U o) 5z> .

0<j<n—1
It follows that
ha (o ® 0, 01 @ wy; 01 + 02) < hay (a1, w1;01) + hag, (%2, w2;62) ,

and to get the desired conclusion it suffices to use 1.4. 0

2. Subalgebra Approximation the C*-Case

This section runs parallel to the preceding, with hyperfinite # *-algebras replaced by
AF C*-algebras (no state specified). Notations used here do not always have the
same meaning as in Sect. 1, being adapted to the AF-case. Thus, M will denote
an AF C*-algebra with unity. Zf(M) and % (M) have the same meaning as in
Sect. . If w € Zf(M) and X C M we write 0 Cs X if for every a € w there is
x € X such that ||a —x|| < 8. The definition of the d-rank r(w;d) is a repetition
word for word of Definition 1.1, the difference being that M and C;s no longer have
the same meaning as in Sect. 1.

2.1. Definition. If o is an automorphism of M, € Pf(M) and 6 > 0, we define

hat(a, @; 8) = lim sup n~'log r( U (o) 5) ,

n—00 0<jsn—1

hat(a, w) = sup hat(o, ®;0) ,
6>0
hat(a) = sup {hat(o,0)|o € Pf(M)} .

hat(o) will be called the topological approximation entropy of o.

Clearly the difference between Definition 1.2 and Definition 2.1 is that now M
is an AF'-algebra and C; is with respect to the uniform norm.

Propositions 1.3 and 1.4 and their proofs immediately adapt to the context of
this section to yield the next two propositions, the proofs of which will be omitted.

2.2 Proposition. If k € Z then hat(«*) = |k|hat(a).

2.3. Proposition. Let w; € Pf(M),01 Cwp C ... be such that UjeyUyez
o'(w;) generates M as a C*-algebra. Then

hat(o) = sup hat(o, ;) .
jeN
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2.4. Proposition. Let © be a trace-state of the AF-algebra M such that toa = 1.
Let M be the von Neumann algebra completion of M with respect to 1,d the
automorphism and T the trace obtained from o and t. Then

hax(3) < hat(x) .

Proof. Let m : M — M be the canonical homomorphism. Clearly if w € 2 f(M),A €
F (M), Cs A4, then n(w) Cs n(A4) which also implies the -inclusion of n(w) into
n(A) with respect to the 2-norm defined by 7. It follows that if w € (M),

HoU---Ud Y w);d) = rim(w)U - Un(o" Y(w)); 6)
=ri(n(w)U--- U N (n(w));d) .

Hence hat(o, w;0) = hax(n(w);d) and so hat(x, ) = hax&, n(w)). Using 1.4 and
2.1 we infer hat(a) = ha:(a). |

2.5. Proposition. Let T : X — X be a homeomorphism of a totally disconnected
metric space. Let M = C(X) be the AF C*-algebra of continuous functions on X
and let o be the automorphism induced by T. Then we have

htop(T) = hat(a) s
where hiop(T') is the topological entropy of T.

Proof. The topological entropy of T is the supremum of the entropies of T with
respect to all ergodic invariant Borel probability measures u on X (see [8], p. 273).
By 1.7, the entropy of T acting on (X, u) coincides with Aaq, for the automorphism
of L*°(X, ) induced by T. Since by 2.4 hat(«) majorizes ha, of the automorphism
of L(X, ), we infer hat(a) 2 hiop(T).

Let Q =(Q,...,2,) be the partition of X into closed open sets and let & =
{ng“ < j £ m}, where X9; is the indicator function of €;. In view of 2.3 it will

suffice to prove that
hat(o, @) £ hip(T) .

With N( - ) denoting the least number of elements of an open subcover of a given
open cover of X, we have

roU---Ud Y w);d) S NQV--- VI Q).

Hence
hat(0,0,6) < h(Q,T) < hip(T)

(for the definition of h(w, T) see [8], p. 264). This implies h(x, @) = hwop(T). O
2.6. Proposition. Let M4y be the C*-algebra of k x k matrices, let M = ﬂ,?z be

the AF-algebra and let o be the non-commutative topological Bernoulli shift. Then

hat(a) =log k.

Proof. Applying 2.4 and 1.8 to the von Neumann algebra completion of M with
respect to the unique trace state of M we get hat(x) = log k.
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On the other hand let 4 € #(M) be one of the copies of .#; in the tensor
product defining M. Then if o is a set of matrix units for 4, by 2.3 we have
hat(a, w) = hat(o). On the other hand, since the C*-algebra generated by w U - -- U
o"~!(w) has rank k", we infer

HoU---Ud Y w); ) < k",

and hence
hat(a,w) < log k.

d

The proof of the next proposition is entirely analogous to the proof of Proposi-
tion 1.9 and will be omitted.

2.7. Proposition. Let M1,M; be AF-algebras, M = My @ My, 0. = o) @ ap. Then

hat(oy ® ap) < hat(oi) + hat(ay) .

3. Completely Positive Approximation the W*-Case

In this section we will work with a weaker type of approximation based on com-
pletely positive maps instead of subalgebras. We shall examine only the W *-case
here and leave the C*-case for the next section.

Throughout this section (M, ) is a hyperfinite von Neumann algebra M with a
normal faithful state 0. We assume ot : M — M is a automorphism so that ¢ o & = 0.
Also we shall use the notation ||a||, = (o(a*a))"/?, where a € M.

By CPA(M,g) we denote the set of triples (¢, B), where B is a finite-
dimensional C*-algebra, ¢ : M — B and  : B — M are unital compietely positive
maps so that coyo @ =0. If (¢.y,B) € CPA(M,0), then (poa " a"oy,B) €
CPA(M,a).

3.1. Definition. If v € Pf(M) and 6 > 0 the completely positive o-rank is defined
by

rep,(w; 8) = inf{rank B|(¢,¥,B) € CPA(M,0),||(¥ o p)a) ~ a|l, < d for a € w}.
Remark that rep (o' (w); 0) = rep,(w; 6).
3.2. Definition. We define for v € Zf(M) and 6 > 0,

hepay (o, w;8) = lim sup n™'log rep (0w Ua(@)U -+ Ua™ (w); ),

n— 00

hcpag (o, ) = sup hcpas(o, ;) ,
>0

and

hepag(a) =  sup  hepag(o, ).
WEPf(M)

hepas (o) will be called the completely positive approximation entropy.
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3.3. Proposition.
hepag(a) = |k|hcpag () .

The proof is along the same lines as the proof of 1.3.

3.4. Proposition. Let w; € Zf(M), w1 C w; C ... be such that the linear span of

Usen of(w;) is ultrastrongly dense in M. Then
keZ

sup hepas(a, ;) = hepas(x) .
JEN

Proof. Let w € Zf(M),w = {ay,...,an}. In view of the assumptions there is wy

and p € N so that if U_Péképock(aw) = {x,...,%,}, then

aj — Z Ajkxk < é

1£k&n

(2

for some scalars Ay. With C = max; |4y it is easily seen that

rcp,,(cuu---w‘%w);zé)grcpa( U aS(wN);c—‘é)

—pSs=d+p

= rep(oy U---Ua?P(wy); C716).

This in turn implies

hepag(o, wy; C_lé)

sup hcpas(o, wy),
N

hepag(o, w;20)

IA A

and hence
hepag(a) < sup hepas(o,wy) .
N

The opposite inequality is obvious.

O

3.5. Proposition. Let N C M,1 € N be a von Neumann subalgebra. Assume a(N)
= N and the existence of a projection of norm one E : M — N such that (6{N)o

E=o0. Then
hepa(@lN) < hepas(s)

Proof. The proposition follows immediately from the fact that rcp,(w;é) for a
subset @ C Zf(N) is the same w.r.t. (M, d) or (N,s|N). This in turn follows from
the fact that if (¢,¥,B) € CPA(M,0), then (¢|N,E o y,B) € CPA(N,¢|N) and if

a € N, then
(¥ 0 @)a) —alls = [IE((Y © p)a) —a)ls
= [I(E oY) @INXa) —alls .

Here we used for x e M

o(x*x) = o(E(x*x)) = o(E(x")E(x)) .
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The next proposition related Acpas(o) with the Connes—Narnhofer—Thirring en-
tropy Ag(o) [3]. In the proof we will frequently use results and notations from
(3]

3.6. Proposition. If y: 4 — M is a completely positive map, A a finite-dimensional
C*-algebra and w C P f(M), so that y(A) is contained in the linear span of w.
Then

hou(7) = hepas(o, w)
and hs(a) < hepag(a).

Proof. Let C > 0 be such that

Cy{aed Jal 1} {;z(x»c

S 1A0)| < 1} .

xcw

Let (@,4,B) € CPA(M, ) be such that
(¥ 0 @Xa)—alls <&
fora c wUa(w)U---Ua" (). Then
(W 0 @)oo/ oy)a) - (& ey)a)ll, < C8

ifacd|la] £1and 0 <j < n—1. Given ¢ > 0 by theorem V1.3 in [3] there
is a corresponding ¢ > 0 such that this implies (for all n):

[Ho(y,...,0" o) —Ho(Yo@oy,..,fropoa™ 0y)| < ne.
Using Proposition I11.6 and the observation following Definition IIL4 in [3] we have
Ho((Yo@oa 0y)osjsn1) < Ho(Y) < S(o0y) < log rank B.
Since we may choose
rank B = rep (wU--- U™ (w);5),

we infer
hoo(y) = hepag(a, w;0) + &
< hepag(a, @)+ €.
Since ¢ > 0 is arbitrary we.get h,,(y) < hcpas(o, ). The inequality hg(o) <
hcpas(a) is an obvious consequence. |

3.7. Proposition. Assume o = 1 is a faithful normal trace-state. Then

hepa(a) < ha (o).

Proof. The proposition follows easily from the following remark. If B € #(M) is
unital, let iz : B — M be the inclusion and Ep : M — B the conditional expectation
given by the projection in L2(M, 7). Then

(Es,i3,B) € CPA(M,7) .
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Combining 1.7, 3.6 and 3.7 we obtain the following corollary.

3.8. Corollary. If M is commutative and separable and o is ergodic then

h(a) = hepa(x) .

3.9. Proposition. Let o, be a faithful state on My. Let 6 = a,?z on M = /%,?Z
and let a be the non-commutative Bernoulli shift. Then

hos(a) = hepag(a) .

Proof. Let Dy C M) be a m.as.a. such that g = Tr( + X) for some X € Dy and
let D = D,‘?Z C M. By the results of [3] we have

he(@) = hgip(a|D) .

Let further M® = 4P ¢ M and D™ = M" N D. By McMillan’s theorem
there are self-adjoint projections P, € D™ such that ¢(P,) — 1 as n — oo and
nog rank (P,D™) — hy(a) — 0. Let B, = (I — P,) + P,M™P,. Choose finite
subsets w, C M™ which span M such that j < k = w; C wy. By 3.4 hepas(a) =

sup,hicpas(a, wy,). Let £, be the conditional expectation onto A ™ given by (id%f’"]

®a,?(z\[0’"]), and let

ou(a) = PE(a)P, + o((I — Pya(l — P,)) « (6(I — P,)) I —P,).
It is easily seen that ¢ o ¢, = ¢ and
i, (s0p {lore@) —allda U @)} ) =0
mmee 0<j<n

(note that Py @t p(@) = Pyy paPyy p, for a as in the last formula). This implies

hepag(e,wp,) < lim sup n_llog rank B, = hs(a),

n—o0

which gives
hepag(@) < ho(a) .

The opposite inequality was already obtained in general in 3.6. . O
3.10. Proposition. Let M = M; @ My, 0 = 01 Q@ 09,0 = o1 @ 0. Then

hepag, o, (o ® 02) < hepagi(ar) + hepaga (o)
hepag, ge, (0 ® a) = max(hepasi(o), hepas(22)) -

Proof. 1f a; € M;,(@;, Y53 B;) € CPA(M;, 0;), then

(G @ ¥n) o (@1 ® @2)) a1 ® A2) — a1 ® azl]s < (Y 0 @1 )(@1) — anls, ||aa |
+ la || (s 0 @2)(a2) — als -

Thus if w; € 2 f(M;) are such that x € w; = ||x|| < 1, we have
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rcp01®02< U (“1®0€2)j(w1®w2);51+52> éVCPq( U Oc{(001);51>

0<j<n—1 0<j<n—1

+ rch( U océ(wn;az) :

0=j=n—1
This in turn gives
hepag, ga, (0 ® 0,01 ® wa; 01 + 62) £ hepag, (0, w1; 61) + hepag, (02, w23 62) ,

and using 3.4 we get the desired conclusion.
The second inequality follows immediately from Proposition 3.5.

3.11. Let o be a Power’s shift, i.e. assume M is generated by e; (j € Z),e; =
er,e2 = 1,e,e, = (—1)UP=te e, for some function y: N — {0,1} and ¢ = 7 is
72 r€q 9€p

a faithful trace-state so that 7(e;) = 0 and a(e;) = e; ;.

Proposition. If o is a Power’s shift on (M, 1), then

27 Yog 2 < hep (o) £ ha,(2) < log 2.

Proof. Since the algebra generated by eg,e1,...,e,—1 has dimension 2" we easily
get ha. (o) < log 2.

On the other hand let N C M be the subalgebra generated by e; ® ¢;.

Then (¢ ® «)|N is a classical Bernoulli shift and A((x ® «)|N) = log 2. Thus
hep (o) = 27 hep (e @ o) = 27 hep (2 @ @)|N) = 27 og 2. ]

In [15] the existence of Power’s shifts for which A(a) = 0 is proved and there-
fore A(o) F hep ().

4. Topological Entropy (Completely Positive Approximation the C*-Case)

This section is the C*-parallel to Sect. 3. The dynamical invariant we obtain will
be the topological entropy.

Here M will be a nuclear C*-algebra with unity and % an automorphism. By
CPA(M) we denote triples (¢,¥,B), where B is a finite-dimensional C*-algebra
and ¢ : M — B\ : B— M are unital completely positive maps. The completely
positive d-rank is then defined by

rep(w; 6) =inf{rank Bi(e,y,B) € CPAM), (Y © ¢)(a) — 4
< d foracw}.

4.1. Definition.
ht(a, ;3 6) = limsup n~'log rcp(w Ua(w)U - Ua" H(w);0),

ht(o, ) = sup ht(o, w;6),
0>0

ht(e) = sup ht(e, ).
wEPf(M)

ht(a) is called the topological entropy of o.
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The following two propositions and their proofs are the obvious analogues of
Propositions 3.3 and 3.4, the proofs are left to the reader.

4.2. Proposition.
ht(o¥) = |k|ht(2) .

4.3. Proposition. Let w; € P f(M), w1 C wy C ... be such that the linear span of
Usen o*(w;) is dense on M. Then
ke

sup ht(o, ;) = ht(a) .
jEN

We also have the analogue .of Proposition 3.5.

4.4 Proposition. Let 1 € N C M be a C*-subalgebra and assume there is a pro-
Jection of norm one E of M onto N. Then

ht(a|N) £ ht(a) .

The proof is along the same lines as that of 3.5 and will be omitted. As a
biproduct one has that for w € 2 f(N),rcp(w; ) is the same w.rt. N or M.

4.5. Proposition. Assume M is an AF-algebra. Then
ht(a) < hat(a) .

Proof. Let w € 2f(M) and let B, € # (M) be such that
oU---Ua" Y(w) Cs B,

and lim sup,_, . n " 'log rank B, < hat «.
Since B, is a finite-dimensional C*-subalgebra, there is a projection of norm
one E, : M — B,. Denoting by i, : B, — M the inclusion, we have

|Gin © En)(@) — al| < 20,

ifacwU---Uo"!(w) and hence ht(a,w;28) £ hat o.
Since § > 0 is arbitrary we get

ht(x, w) £ hat(a),

and hence ht(a) £ hat(a). O

4.6. Proposition. Let ¢ be an a-invariant state on M. Then

ho(a) £ hi(2) .

Proof. The proof is similar to that of Proposition 3.6. Let y: 4 — M be a unital
completely positive map and let @ € 2 f(M) be such that y({a € 4|||a|| < 1}) is
contained in the convex hull of w. Let (¢,,B) € CPA(M) be such that

1y o @)a)—afj <&
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forac wUa(w)U---Uo" H(w). Thenifac4,|a| £1land 0L j<n-—1,

(o @)oo op)a)—(# oy)a)| < 4.

By Proposition 1V.3 in [3], given ¢ > 0, there is a corresponding é > 0, such that
the previous inequality implies (for all #)

|Ho (o 0 PYosjsn—1 — Ho((Y 0 9o 0d 0plo<jca—1)| < ne.

Using Proposition II1.6 a) and c¢) and the observation after Definition I11.4 in [3],
we have

Hy((opo o« o 7)0§j§n—1 < Hy(y)
< S(ooy) < log rank B.

Like in the proof of Proposition 3.6 this then leads to
hou(y) < hi(o, w)
and hg(a) < At(a). O

4.7. Proposition. Let M = //}?Z and let a be the non-commutative topological
Bernoulli shift. Then

ht(a) =log k .

Proof By 4.5 and 2.6
ht(x) < hat(a) =log k.

On the other hand let 7 be the unique trace-state on A/, then by 4.6,
nt(a) = h (o) = log & .
O

4.8. Proposition. Let T : X — X be a homeomorphism of a compact metric space.
Let M = C(X) be the C*-algebra of continuous functions on X and let o be the
automorphism induced by T. Then

hiop(T) = ht(a) .

Proof. By 4.6 ht(a) is = the supremum of /,(a), where ¢ runs over the a-invariant
states of C(X) and thus Az(a) 2 hyp(T). For the converse we shall use the notations
and definitions on 264 and 265 of [8]. Let w € Zf(C(X)) and % = {U,...,Un}
be an open cover of X such thatx,y € U; = | f(x) — f(¥)| < dforall f € w1 <

j < n Let ¥ be a subcover of 3! = Vogjgn T7% with minimal number
N(%g_l) of clements. Then if f € U0§j§n—l o/(w) and ¥V € ¥~ we have x,y €
Ve [f(x)— fO)| < 8. Let ¥ ={V|l £j <N} and let x; € V}, X, =
{ll £/ S N ")} and ;€ CX),1 <7 S N(%y7'),0 < 3 < 1,supp 5 ©
Vi ;% =1 a partition of unity subordinate to ¥". We define

B, =CX,), 0o : M — B,
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by
C(X)> f — flX, € C(X,)

and ¥, : B, — M by

CX,) 29— > gx)z € CX).
1</ SN

If f€Upsjcn 1 # (@), then
| £ () = (W 0 @) N < 00 f () — f(x))]
j
= 2 K@) =Sl <6

{lxe?;}
Thus
rcp< U ocj(w);5> < rank B, = Ny,
0=/=n—1
and hence
ht(o, 0;0) = MU, T) £ hop(T) -
This in turn implies Af(a) < hpp(T). |

The proof of the next proposition is similar to the proof of Proposition 3.10 and
will be omitted.

4.9. Proposition. Let M = M; @ M, 00 = o) ® oy. Then
ht(og @ o) < ht(oy) + ht(ap)

and
ht(oy ® o) = max{ht(oy), ht(oy)) .

5. Automorphisms of Non-commutative Tori

This section deals with automorphisms of non-commutative tori, the main result be-
ing that the topological entropy is =< the entropy of the corresponding automorphism
of the commutative torus.

Let Ay, p = (pij)i1<ij<n be a n-dimensional non-commutative torus, i.e. 4, is a
C*-algebra generated by unitaries u1,...,u, such that wu; = p;u;u;, where |p;;| =1
and there is an action f: T” — Aut(4,) such that f(e1,..., e )(u;) = e®u;. Let
T € GL(n,Z) be an integral matrix with det 7 = +1 and assume there is an auto-

morphism o of 4 such that a(u;) = u’lnlj ...up" . Let further 7 denote the f-invariant

trace-state on A given by T(L/lcl oy = 0ok, ---Ook,- The representation m asso-
ciated by the GNS construction with t is realized in /*(Z"), where we identify
e(k),k = (ki,...,k,) € Z" with the vector n(u¥){ = 71(qu1 ...ukn){ (¢ the cyclic vec-
tor). Let # be the canonical antiunitary involution #n(x){ = n(x*){.

Given linearly independent vectors vy,...,0, in R”, consider the parallelipiped

P(R) = DAl = R 2; € R}
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and
ORY=P(R)NZ".

5.1. Lemma. Given ¢ > 0 there is A > 0, such that if
PRYDA={heR"||h| < 1,1 £j =< n},
then there are unital completely positive maps

¢ : 4, — B(H(QUR))),
¥ BIR(QUAR))) — 4, ,

so that
I 0 @)y — || <&
if k € Q(R).

Proof. Let F be the orthogonal projection of I>(Z") onto I>(Q(AR)). We define
¢(a) = Fr(a)F|*(Q(AR)). We identify B(I*(Q(iR))) with FB(I*(Z"))F and we
define

1 BUA(Q(AR))) — BUX(ZM))
by i
Y(X)=w— lim|QUR)|"" Y #a(")fX(Fn(d")g),
pow ke0(p)

where ® is a non-trivial ultrafilter on N. Clearly ¢ and y are completely positive.
Let Ey(k, ! € Z*) be the system of matrix units in B(/*(Z")) and consider also
Vi = ﬂ.’(uk_l)Eu so that Vy; = YirEr, |yk1’ =1.If a,b,k € Z", then

I IV () F) g = SpigVakprey -
Hence, if a,b € Q(AR), we have

> Inu) IV (Frut) F) ey = [{b— g} N Q(p)|n(u" e, .
k€0(p)

We infer N

Y(Vap) = |QOUR)| ™ m(u~?) .
Since the ¥V, with a,b € Q(AR) span B(I2(O(AR))), it follows that { = 7 o ¥, where
¥ : BU*(Q(JR))) — A, is a completely positive map and ¥(¥a) = |Q(AR)|~1us~?.
This gives

Y(op(u®)) = Y(Fr(u’)F)
= Z lﬁ( Vc+b,b)

bEQURIN(Q(ZR)—¢)
= [QCR)| " |QUAR) N (QAR) — c)|u .
¢ is clearly unital and the last formula (for ¢ = 0) inplies ¢ is unital. We also get
that if ¢ € Q(R):
oG- DRY

o) — ] 5 1~ o
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It is easy to see that if 4 C P(R) and 4 = 3 then
|Q(AR)| = vol(P((Z+ 1)R))

and

|O((A — DR)| = vol(P((4 —2)R)) .

Then choosing 4 large enough, we will have

l_m(i—_lm_'<l..<i_j_2.>n<g.

QUR) T A=1

O

5.2. Lemma. Ler T € GL(n,R) and let Ai,...,A, be its eigenvalues and p; =
max(1,|4;]). Then there is a basis vi,...,v, of R" such that if ¢ > 0 and o C R”
is a finite subset, then there is ny € N, so that if N = ny, then

{ > sj(1+8)Nujyvj1|sj| SL1IEj gn}D{T’"thEa,O <mZ N}

1<j2n

Proof. For each real eignevalue 4 of T choose a basis in the spectral subspace for
{A} of A and for each pair of conjugate complex eigenvalues 1,2 of A choose a
basis for the spectral subspace of 4 corresponding to {4, /T} (in R"). Putting these
together we get the basis vy,...,v, with the required property. The factor (1 + ¢) is
necessary because Jordan cells may be present. ]

5.3. Proposition. Let o be an automorphism of the non-commutative torus 4,
corresponding to a matrix T € GL(n,Z). Then ht(a) < log(ufts ... ), where
w = max(1,|4;}) and Ai,..., %, are the eigenvalues of T (each repeated according
to its spectral multiplicity).

Proof. Given § > 0 and ¢ > 0 it will sufice to show that for o = {#*|k € 5}0 a
finite subset of Z", we have

replo Ua(w)U - U e "N @);8) < C(L+ &) (... )

for N = ny (some ny € N). Indeed choose vectors vy,...,v, as provided by 5.2.
Let Py(1) be the parallelipiped

{ > sl+e) iyl S L1 <)< n}
1£75n
spanned by the vectors (1 + )" uj-v v;,1 £ j < n. Enlarging the set ¢ so that it
contains {k € Z"| |k;| < 1,1 £ j < n} we have that Py(1) satisfies the condition
Py(1) D A4 in Lemma 5.1. Hence there is 4 > 0 and there are unital completely
positive maps

PN Ap — BN

le . BN — Ap
with rank By = |Qn(1)| satisfying

(G © o )(k) — || < 8
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if k € On(1). (Here Qy(R) = Py(R) N Z" and By = B(I3(Qw(A))).) Since (J¥—) 7™
o C Oy(R), we get

|y 0 on Y(x) — x| < &

ifxewU---Ua¥(w). We have
rank By = |On(A)| £ vol(Py(A+ 1)) = C(1 + &) (py ... )"
for some constant C > 0. : O

5.4. Corollary. Let o be an automorphism of the non-commutative torus A, cor-
responding to a matrix T € GL(n,Z). If v is an a-invariant state on A, and
p; = max(1,|4;]), A1,..., A, being the eigenvalues of T, then

hy(a) < log(pipz ... pn) -

Proof. This follows from 4.6 and 5.3. O

5.5. Remark. For the particular case of the irrational rotation algebra (i.e. n = 2)
endowed with the trace state 7, a proof of H(x) < log uiu is given in [7]. If
valid, that proof would imply %#a.(a) < log u;u,. Unfortunately important details
are missing, which we were unable to fill in (perhaps it may be necessary to assume
the irrational number has special diophantine properties).

6. The Crossed Product of the Bernoulli Shift

With essentially the same argument used for automorphisms of non-commutative tori
we compute here the topological entropy of the inner automorphism implementing
the topological Bernoulli shift in its covariance algebra. In particular, this answers
in the affirmative for measurable Bernoulli shifts of entropy log n a question of
Stormer [11].

Let X = {1,...,n}* and consider the crossed product C(X)><y Z, where f is
the Bernoulli-shift action. We will show A#(Ad u), u the implementing unitary
of B(1), coincides with the topological entropy of the Bernoulli shift, i.e. log .
This is equivalent to computing the topological entropy of a certain inner group
automorphiism.

We begin with a construction similar to the one in Lemma 5.1.

6.1. Lemma. Let G be a discrete group, C;(G) its reduced C*-algebra, Q C G a
finite subset. For g € G let X(g) be the left regular representation and let F be the
orthogonal projection of 1*(G) onto 1*(Q) C I*(G) and Eu(a,b € G) the matrix
units in B(I*(G)). Then there are unital completely positive maps ¢ : CHG)—
B(I(Q)) and y : B(I*(Q)) — C}(G) so that o(T)=FIF|IX(Q) and Y(Ey) =
1@~ Aab™"). Moreover

Y(o(A(9))) = |0]7'1Q N gOlA(g) .
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Proof. We only sketch the proof since this is the same argument as in Lemma 5.1.
By p(g) let us denote the right regular representation. Let K} C K; C ..., [J 2 Kp =

G be finite sets (there is no loss of generality if we assume G countable). Then we
define

W) =|0["'w— lim 3 p(9)T,(¢7") € B(A(G))
P=0gek,

for T € B(I2(Q)) = FB(I2(G))F. We then find Y(Ez) = |Q|~'A(ab™") and (g(A
(@)) = 0|79 N gQ|i(g) which show in particular 1/; is unital and takes values
actually in C*(G) C B(IX(G)). O

Let I' = (Z/nZ)® and G = I' ><, Z, where « is the shift actionon I'. Let g € G
be the generator of Z C G, i.e. the inner automorphism of g implements the shift au-
tomorphism of I'. There are obvious isomorphisms C(X) ~ C}(I"),C(X) > Z ~
C(G) under which u corresponds to A(g) and our problem will be to compute
ht(Ad A(g)). We identify 'y, m, = (Z/nZ)">™] in the obvious way with a sub-
group of I’ C G.

6.2. Proposition. We have ht(Ad u) =log n for the unitary u implementing the
topological Benoulli shift in C(X')>p Z.

Proof. Tt suffices to show hf(Ad u) < log n the opposite inequality being a con-
sequence of 4.4 and 4.8 applied to the restriction of Ad u to C(X). For the
rest of the proof we pass to the group G, where the problem becomes to show
ht(Ad A(g)) < log n. Let ¥, @m, By, be the maps and the finite-dimensiional C*-
algebra provided by Lemma 6.1 in case

Q= 0(mk)={g'| J| £k} m-2 -
Remark that if 0 < &k < m, then I'y, 4 _+Q(m, k) C Q(m,k) and hence
2k+1—1p
2k +1
if h € Q(m—k, p) With 0 < p < k/2. Tt follows that

p
n(@n(2h)) = A(h)| < 375

if he Q(m -k, p). Note also that gO(m —k, p)g~' C Q(m + 1 —k, p). Thus if
wn = {A(h)|h € O(m — k, p)}, we have (Ad Ug)Nwm) C Wpr1. Using Yo, O, B
we have

o 'lonno| =

rep(om; p2k +1)71) < [Q(m, k)| = (2k + D" .

Hence
ht(Ad Ag), 0m; pk + 1)) < lim supN ™! log((2k + DA™ N4y = log n .
N-—00
Increasing k£ and p the conclusion can now be obtained from 4.3. |

6.3. Corollary. Let u, be the equal weights probability measure on {1,...,n} and
let = u®%. Let u be the implementing unitary for the Bernoulli shift action in
M =L*(X,p)y>p Z. Then

H(Ad u) =log n .
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Proof. Since H(Ad u) = H(Ad u|L>(x, u)) = log n it suffices to prove the oppo-
site inequality

The inequality H(Ad u) < log n follows from 4.6 which gives HAd u) <
ht(Ad u) (the second Ad u begin in C(X) >« Z) and Proposition 6.2. O

7. Unitary Operators, the Hilbert Space Case

We take a look at the approximation entropy of a unitary operator in this section.

By # we shall denote a complex separable Hilbert space of infinite dimension,
by 2 f(#) the finite subsets of s and by F () the finite-dimensional subspaces
of #. If we Pf(#) and A C # we shall write w C5 4 if for every h € @ we
can find #’ € 4 such that |4 — /|| < §. U will denote a unitary operator acting on
H.

7.1. Definition. If w € Pf(#) and § > 0, we define
d(w; 8) = inf{dim y|y € F(H#), 0 C5 1} -

7.2. Definition. If' 6 > 0 and w € P f(H), we define

AU, w; 6) = lim sup n_1d< U cho;é) ,

n—o0 0<j<n—1

WU, w) = sup W(U,w;0d),
>0
h(U) = sup{h(U, )l € PF(H)} .
The reader who is by now familiar with the operator-algebra case, will easily

find the proofs of the next two propositions.
7.3. Proposition. If k € Z then

KUY = [klW(U) .

7.4. Proposition. Let w; € 2f(H),j € N,w; C o, C ... be such that UjeM Unez
U"(w;) spans a dense subspace of #. Then

h(U) = suph(U, w;) .
jEN

7.5. Proposition. Let " C # be a closed subspace such that UA" = A ". Then
WU\ Ay S WU).

Proof. If w € Pf(A") and P is the orthogonal projection of # onto 4", then if
¥ € F(H) and

0 Cs ¥,
it follows that

 Cs Py .
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Using this remark we easily infer
hU|A ,0;6) = WU, w;0),

which then yields the desired conclusion. O

7.6. Proposition. If # = # & H» and U = Uy @ Uy, then
WU) < Uy +h(Us) .

Proof. If w; € Zf(H;) and
oy @y ={h &Mk cw,j=12},
it is easily seen that
d(w1 © w361 +62) < d(w1,61) +d(w2,07) .
This easily yields then
WU, 01 @ w561 + 62) < WUy, 1;01) + WU, 25 62) ,
and then the desired conclusion. O

With these preparations we begin proving the formula for 2(U) via a sequence
of lemmas. We will extensively use facts from [12].

7.7. Lemma. If the spectral measure of U is singular with respect to Lebesgue
measure then
WU)=0.

Proof. Lemma 5.1 of [12] says precisely that given ¢ > 0 and @ € 2 f(H#) there
is kp € N so that if £ = k&, then

dwU---UU wye) < ke

This clearly gives the desired conclusion. O

7.8. Lemma. If o = {ey,...,e,} is an orthonormal system of vectors and & > 0,
then
d(w;e) = n(l —£2) .

Proof. Assume @ C, #\, #1 € F(H). Replacing #1 by Ps#’;, where P is the
orthogonal projection onto Ce; + - - - + Ce, we clearly have w C, P51 and dim
P# 1 £ dim #y. Thus, we may assume 5#; C Ce; + - - + Ce,. Denoting by Q
the orthogonal projection onto #; we have

n—Tr Q=Ti(P — Q)
= 2 {(P—0Qee)

15750

> P~ Qel® < ne

1£j%n

I

Hence dim #; = Tr @ = n(1 — &2). O
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7.9. Lemma. If U is a bilateral shift of multiplicity n then
WU)Y=n.

Proof. Let @ be an orthonormal basis for a wandering subspace of U. By 7.8 we
have
WU, w;8) = n(1 - &),

and on the other hand it is obvious that (U, w;0) < n. This clearly yields the
desired conclusion. O

7.10. Lemma. Let "y C A"y C ... be closed subspaces of # such that UX ; =
H'j and \J;en A ; is dense in H. Then

RUIA ;) T hU) .

Proof. Let w; € Zf(A;), w1 C w; C ... be such that | J

;ew @) spans a dense sub-
space in . By 7.4 and 7.5

sup AU, w;) = (U),
JEN

h(U|2¢';) is increasing and
h(U, ;) = WU|A ;) = h(U),
which yields the desired conclusion. |

7.11. Propesition. Let T = {z € C||z| =1} and m: T — NU{0} be the multi-
plicity function of the Lebesque absolutely continuous part of U. Then

KUY = [m(z)dXz),
T
where d is normalized Haar measure.

Proof. We will use the machinery from the case of Bogoliubov automorphisms in
[12].

Remark that if U = U, ® U; is the decomposition of U into absolutely contin-
uous and singular parts, then by 7.5, 7.6 and 7.7 and we have

hUa) = W(U) = W(Us) + (Us) = h(Us,) ,

so that /(U) = A(U,). So it will suffice to prove the proposition in case U = U,.
Clearly #(U) is then a function of m and defines a map u : 4 — IR, where € is the
additive semigroup of functions /' : T — {0} UN which are Lebesgue measurable.
Let 1 be the constant function equal to 1 on T and 7, : € — € the map

(T./)P)= > f(2).

=p

We shall use Theorem 2.1 in [12] to prove our assertion. For this we check the
following conditions:
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(1) u(nl) = n. This follows from Lemma 7.9.
(1) f £ g= u(f) £ u(g). This follows from Proposition 7.5.
@) f; 7 /= u(f;) 1T p(f). This follows from Lemma 7.10.
(v) w(T,f) = nu{f). This follows from Proposition 7.3.
(v) u(f) = u(g) if f and g are equal a.e. w.r.t. Lebesgue measure. This is obvious.

Having checked these conditions, Theorem 2.1 of [12] says precisely that u( f) =
J3 f(2)di(z). d

7.12. Remark. The preceding proposition shows that up to a proportionality constant
(depending on the choice of basis of logarithms) A(U) coincides with the entropy
h(oy) of the induced Bogoliubov automorphism ay with respect to the unique
trace state on the CAR-algebra (see [12]).

7.13. Proposition. If 6 > 0 and w € Pf(H), then

MU, w;8) = lim n_1d< U cho;5>.

n—eo 0=jsn—1

Proof. We have

d( U ij;5>§d( Un_lUfw;5)+d( U U/w;a)

0<j<n+m—1 n<j<nt+m—1

=d< U cho;5>+d< U chu;5>,
0<jZn—1 0<jEm—1

which implies that n~'d( Uogj<ni U’/w; 6) is convergent. O

8. Representations of Amenable Discrete Groups

Here we generalize the context of the preceding section from representations of Z
to representations of certain amenable discrete groups. In the case of representations
quasiequivalent to the regular representation of an i.c.c. group, the entropy equals
the von Neumann dimension (Proposition 8.8).

By G we denote an infinite discrete group with a system of generators S and
llg|l will denote the minimal length of a word in the generators S representing g.
Let K, = {g € G| ||g|| £ n}, we shall assume G satisfies 1imy— oo |Ky||Kni1| 7! = 1
(clearly this implies G is amenable).

By s we shall denote a separable complex Hilbert space of infinite dimension,
U(#) the unitary operators on # and 7 : G — U(3#) a representation.
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8.1. Definition. If 6 > 0 and w € Pf(H) we define
h(m, ;) = lim sup |K,|™" d(n(K; )3 8) ,

n—0o0

Ih(m, w; 8) = lim inf |K,|~'d(n(K,)w; 8) ,
h(m, ) = sup h(m,w;d),
§>0
Ih(m, w) = sup Ih(m,w;0),
>0
h(n) = sup{A(m,w)|w € Pf(H#)},
Ih(n) = sup{lh(n,w)|w € Pf(H)} .
h(r) will be called the entropy of n and lh(r) the lower entropy of =.

The proofs of the next three propositions are quite standard and will be omitted.

8.2. Proposition. Let w; € Zf(H),j € N,w; Cwy C... be such that UjeN
U e T(9)w; spans a dense subspace of H. Then

h(m) = sup h(m ),
JEN

lh(n) = sup Ih(m, w;) .
JEN
(Note that here our assumption on the growth of G is essential.)

8.3. Proposition. If n =7 @7y, K = H1 ® H,0; € Pf(H;), then

h(m; @ 7p, (01 D 0)U (0D @2);0) < h(my, 1;0) + A(ma, w25 6) ,
Mm@ 1, (0 @ 0)U (0D wr)) £ A(my, w1) + Ao, 07),
Wm @ my) < h(my) + h(ma) .

8.4. Proposition. Let 4 C H, A" ; C H be n(G) invariant closed subspaces and
assume A1 C H 5 C ...,UENJ{]- = . Then

h(n| Ay £ Kny,
Ih(n|A) < Ih(m),
h(m) = sup h(n|A;).
jEN

lh(m) = sup Ih(n| ;) .
jeN
8.5. Lemma. Let # = H| O H2,w; € Pf(H;) be such that (€ w; =0 < C;
Z &l £ Cp. Let further 0 < 6 < Cy. Then
d((w1 ®0)U (0 ® ) 0C;") 2 d(wi; CT1V48) 4 d(wy; CT1V49) .

Proof. Replacing w; by
@; = {lIE7"EE € oy},
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it is easily seen that the lemma under the more restrictive conditions C; = C; =1
implies the lemma in the general case.

Thus we shall assume £ € w; = ||{| =1and 0 < < 1.

Let y € #(#, & 1) be such that

(0 POHUO® ) s -
Let Q be the projection onto y, and Py, P, the projections onto #1; #,. Let further
o) = Q1 ®0),w; =0 w),
and 4 = QP,Q|y. If £ € w; &0, then

17— @)l < 9.
Denoting Q& = 5, we have “

Inl* = 142,
and

{dn,n) = 1P O¢|I*

= (¢l - 1P = 0Ny

> (1-5).
Hence denoting by E(4; - ) the spectral measure of 4, we have

o= (- (el o) <2 S ]

2

s

so that
2
”E(A; [0, %Dn <21 —(1=0)Y°)=40-2".
This means
2
Hn—E<A; (%1});1 < 45 —28°,
so that

1
’ R
vy E(A, (2,1}>x.

Similarly, since QP,Q|x =1 — A we find

1
! .
Wy C\/‘m E(A, [0,§,1>)X .
This in turn gives

1
w PO CmE(A; (5,1:|)X,

0® w, CmE(A; [Oa
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and hence
dim E(A; (% IDX > d(wy;V49),
dim E<A; [o, %))x > d(wy;V49),
so that

dim y = d(col;\/éﬁ)%-d(a)z;m).
Ll

8.6. Proposition. Let # = A O Hy,0; € Pf(H}) be such that £ € w; =0 <
C1 £ ||&|| £ Co. Let further 0 < 6 < Cy. If m; are unitary representations of G
on #;, then

Th(my ® 72, (w1 ® 0) U (0@ ,);0C, ) = Ih(my, w1; Cy ' V/46)

+ [h(m,, w3 C[I\/E) ,
Ih(my © 1, (01 ©0)U (0D 3)) 2 Ih(my, 1) + Ih(mp, 02) ,
Ih(my © 7)) = Ih(my) + Ih(my) .

Proof. The first inequality follows immediately from 8.5. For the second it suffices
to notice that /i(m,w;d) is a decreasing function of . For the last inequality one
uses 8.2 and the fact that [h(n, w) is an increasing function of w. ]

8.7. Proposition. Let n be a unitary representation of G on # and w € Pf(H),
so that ||E|| =1 for all ¢ € . If 6 > 0 and 6, = 2"6*", then denoting n & --- &

n=mnQ l,(n copies of ) and by w, the union of the 0&.. 060w ®0...80,
where o appears in the j position (1 £ j < n). Then

nih(m, w;6,) < h(n® 1,,w,;0)
< nlh(n, w;0),

nh(m, ;0,) < M ® 1,,w,;6)
< nh(n, w;9),

nlh(n,w) =1z ® 1,,w,),
nh(n,w) = Wr Q@ 1,,w,),
nih(n) =I(n®1,),
nh(n)=hr®1,).

Proof. All this follows easily from nd(w;d,) < d(w,;8) £ nd(w,5) which is a
consequence of 8.5. |
8.8. Proposition. Let ig be the left regular representation of G on I*(G). Then

lh(ic) = h(Aig)=1.
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If Gis an i.c.c. group and 7 is quasiequivalent to i, let m be the von Neumann
dimension of n. Then
Ih(m)=HKn)=m.

Proof. In I*(G) let ¢ be the vector so that &(g) = &,,. Then Lemma 7.8 gives
(1 = &)K,| < d(M(Kn)E8) £ 1K,

which easily gives [h(A;) = h(4;) = 1 using 8.2.

If m is an integer the second assertion follows from 8.7. Since a rational number
has an integral multiple applying again 8.7 we infer the second assertion if m is
rational.

The general case follows now since /A(7) and A(m) are increasing functions of
m by 8.4. O

9. Further Remarks

This section is a collection of remarks about problems concerning approximation:
restrictions to invariant subalgebras, tensor products and last but not least the di-
mension versus rank question.

9.1. Restrictions.

The problem is, whether
ha(aIN) < ha(s),
where N C M is a von Neumann subalgebra of M, so that «(N) = N. There is an

obvious analogue of this question for hat in the AF-algebra context. Progress on
this question may involve developing further the techniques of Christensen [2].

9.2. Tensor Products.

Propositions 1.9, 2.7, 3.10 and 4.9 naturally lead to the question whether for any
of these entropies the entropy of « ® f actually equals the sum of those of « and

B.

9.3. Dimension versus Rank.

In the definitions of sa and hat one may replace the d-rank by the d-dimension,
thereby obtaining two invariants had(«) and hadt(«). In more details, we define

d(w; d) = inf{dim 4|4 € F(M),w Cs5 4},

where the d-inclusion is w.rt. | |, in the W*-case and wrt || || in the AF-
case. One then defines had(a, w;d), had(a, ), had(a) like in Definition 1.2 and
hadt(a, w; 0), hadt(o, ), hadt(a) like in Definition 2.1 with »(w;d) replaced by
d(w; 6).
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Similarly one can modify Definition 3.1,
dep,(w;8) = inf{dim B|(¢,¥,B) € CPAM,0),||(¥ o p)a) —al|s < 6 for a € w},
and the definition in Sect. 4
dep(w; 6) = inf{dim B|(¢p, s B) € CPAM),||(Y o ¢)a) — a|| < J for a € w} .

This can then be followed up with definitions of hcpad (2, w; ), hepad (o, ),
hepad ;(o) and respectively htd(a, w; 8), htd(o, w), htd() by replacing rcp with dep.

Since rank 4 £ dim 4 < (rank 4)? and rank 4 equals dim 4 if 4 is commuta-
tive, we infer: ha(x) < had(a) < 2ha(a),hat(n) < hatd(a) < 2hatd(e), hepag(a)
< hepad (o) £ 2hepad ,(2), ht(0) < htd(o) < 2ht(e). If A is commutative the
lower bounds for had(w),hadt(a), hepad (o), htd(a) are attained. It is a natural
question whether for Bernoulli shifts 2ka(a) = had(a),2hat(e) = hatd(x), 2hcpa,
() = hepad (o), 2ht(o) = htd(e). It is also natural to ask whether there are ergodic
automorphisms of the hyperfinite IIj-factor for which ha(x) = Ahad(a) or hcpa,
(o) = Ahcpad (o) with 1 < 4 < 2.

9.4. Miscellaneous.

There are several natural extensions to consider. Most of the facts about entropies of
automorphisms of operator algebras work for endomorphisms. In another direction
the definition of the entropy of a unitary operator casily adapts to a definition of
an entropy for isometric automorphisms of Banach spaces.

Appendix. A Question of Stormer on Implemented Ergodic Transformations

Using the completely positive approximation entropy of Sect. 3 we answer here a
question of Stormer (Problem 4.2 in [11]). The result solving the problem is the
Corollary at the end of this Appendix.

Let (X,u) be a probability measure space and let o be the automorphism of
L°°(X, 1) induced by an ergodic measure-preserving transformation T of (X, u). On
M = L(X, 1) >, Z let 7 be the trace-state corresponding to u. Let o C L®(X, u)
be a unital finite-dimensional subalgebra (i.e. the functions measurable w.r.t. a finite
measurable partition). We denote by #, the subspace of L*(#, 1),

H,= 3 o,

[k[=n

and by 0, the orthogonal projection of L>(.#,7) onto #,. Let P, be the orthogonal
projection of #, onto u*</(|k| < n) and ey the partial isometry from .o to u*.of
determined by left multiplication by #*~/. We also denote by L, and R, the left
and right multiplication operators by x € .# on L*(.#,T).

Lemma 1.
OnLumyOn = 3" ehrmiRpu-11yPr

|kj<n
|k+m| <n
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where f € L(x,u) and E is the conditional expectation of L>®(X,u) onto /. In
particular

OnL4On C Y euyRy ~ B(P([—n,n])® o .
: k| Zn
l|£n

Proof. This is a quite standard computation, which we shall only sketch.
If g € o, then
Lu"’fukg = um+ka_k(f)g P

and hence
PrLumfukg = LurPoLu_rum+koc_k(f)g
= Ly Pou™ ™ "0 (f)g
0 ifm+k+r
WHFE(T (f)g ifr=m4k,
so that
_Jo iftm+k+r
PrLumka - {erkRE(a_k(f)) lf m —|— k =7r.

Since Q, = ZI k|§nPk we easily get the desired result. O

Lemma 2. There is a unital completely positive map
U BUA([—nn])) @ o — M,

so that

Yulen ® )= (2n+ 1) (f).

Proof. Since of C L*°(X, ), it will suffice to prove there are completely positive
maps N
¥, : BU([—n,n])) @ L®(X,p) — M ,

so that .
Yolen® f)=2n+ 1) (f).

Replacing in the construction of Lemma 1, o/ by L*°(X, u) we get a projection Qn of
L2(M,) onto 3 <, W LP(X, ) and partial isometries & from u'LA(X, 1) to u*I?

(X, ) via left multiplication by #*~/. Lemma 1 becomes now

OuLumsQy = > CksmiRyisPr
|k] Zn
likm] <n

where P, is the projection onto #*L?(X,u) and

O, L.uQ, C 3 EuRioopry ~ BUIH([—nn])) ® L2(X, 1) .
k| <n
B

Thus B(I2([—n,n])) ® L(X, n) identifies with a subalgebra of B(L*(.#,7)) and we
define .
W (Ky=02n+1)""STRKR, i .
keZ
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Note that Rupé;(gR“—p = e~k+p,1+p, since
RypéyR, - puP g = Rypéyu' aP(g)
k k 5
= Ryptt 0F(g) = u +pg = ek+p,l+pUp+]g

(however, the analogous formula for e;; doesn’t hold!). Hence
Ul ® ) =@2n+1)"" Y Rup(6uR )R-
pEZ
=2n+ 1)*1 v Rupéleal(f)Ru—P
peZ

= @n+ )7 Y &pirpL sy
peEZ

=@+ D) Ly

Also, clearly tﬂn is completely positive and

l/;n(l) = lpn< Z 5nn> - (27’1 + 1)(2]’1 + 1)_1Lu0 =1.

—nZksn

Combining Lemma 1 and 2 we immediately get
Lemma 3. Let
Pn 2 M — B(P([-n, 1)) ® o
be the unital completely positive map defined by,
@n(x) = QuleOn € ¥ euRey ~ B(P([—n,n])) ® o .

k] <n
11| n

Let further v, : B{2([—n,n])) ® o/ — M be the unital completely positive map in
Lemma 2. We have

(Y © @n)(x)) = (x)
and
0 if |m] > {2n]
(Yn © @u)("g) = {(2n+ DI kisn woF(E(@*(g))) if |m| < 2] .

lk+m| £n

Proposition. We have
hepa(Ad u) < WT).

Proof. Let Q = (€4,...,Q,) be a measurable partition of X' and 1o the correspond-
ing indicator functions. It will be sufficient in view of Proposition 3.4 to show that

hepa(Ad u,wy) = h(T)
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for wy = {ukxgj| |k] £ N,1 £ j £ m}. Like in the proof of Proposition 1.7 we use
McMillan’s theorem to construct for large subalgebras 4, such that

W(wp) Cpp ds for 0 < j <'s
and dim 4; < 1+ exp(s(h(T) + ¢&)). To evaluate
rep (wy U+ U (Ad u)(wy); 6)

we use Lemma 3. In the construction of Lemma 3 choose n = CN and o =
%~ "*(Ag13,). Then an element in w, U --- U (Ad u)*"}(wy) is of the form u’”cx’(xgj)
with 0 £ ¢ < s and [m| < N. Then the set {k| |k| < n,|k +m| < n} has = (2C —
2)N elements. With the notations of Lemma 3

| (B (o (1)) — o (19| < &2,

O <t <slkl Enlk+m £n),

since
- 1
o (0,) Can 07 (Astn) -

(Indeed 0 < ¢+ (n — k) < 2n— s and this implies & " =F)(wy) C 12 4513n-)
We infer

W 0 @) (10,)) — "% (10,2 (1 ) ) 4+ EC=DN

2n+1 2n+1
2N +1

< = 1/2 < 2c—l 1/2 )
_ZCN+1+8 < +e

Choosing C sufficiently large and ¢ sufficiently small we’ll have
27 467 <5
On the other hand
rank((B(/2([—n,n])) ® ) = (2n + 1)dim o/
< 2r+ D) + exp((s + 3n)(A(T) + £))) .
Clearly

lim sup s (log((2n + 1)(1 4 exp((s + 3n)(H(T) +e)))) = H(T) + ¢,

5= 00

so that
hepa(Ad u,wy;0) < W(T)+¢.

Since 4 > 0 and ¢ > 0 are arbifrary we infer
hepa(Ad u,wy) < W(T).

The conclusion follows. 0
In view of Proposition 3.6 and of the inequality 4(7") < h(Ad u) we have
Corollary. A(T) = h(Ad u).
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