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Grooming behavior in the wild
Japanese monkeys

Yosuio Furuva
Zoological Institute, Kyoto University, Kyoto

Grooming behavior is very common among the Primates and has a very
important significance. This paper reports the significance and function of
grooming behavior in the subhuman society of wild Japanese monkeys (Macaca
fuscata fuscata) and tries to analyse its social structure in terms of their groom-
ing relation which is a kind of social relation. This survey was carried out in
the oikia of Takasakiyama, Oita, from 20th of December 1955 to 19th of
January 1956. It was mating season.

Two kinds of grooming behavior were observed, that is; a monkey some-
times groomed himself (it is called self-grooming), but it was more often that
two monkeys groomed each other. Socially important is, of course, the latter.

While the physiological function of grooming seems to be the cleaning of
skin, the social function is supposed to be the strengthing of familiarity and, in
some cases, using as a token of reward.

According to J. Itani (1954), males of this oikia consist of six social statuses;
boss, sub-boss, young male, infant and baby. It is very interesting to observe
that this social structure is reflected in the grooming relation. For example, a
male’s object of grooming changes from infant to female according ashis social
status rises from young male to boss.

Between adult males or adult male and female in the consort relation, on
the other hand, it is observed that the grooming behavior is used as a reward for
others. For example, a subordinate may groom a dominant in order to ease the
tension caused by the difference of ranking. Likewise a estrous female may
groom a male with the object of keeping him beside her. Frequency of grooming
behavior varies according to each individual.

There are several questions which are left behind in this survey and must
be studied in the future. Those are; the grooming relations between adult
females, comparison with the grooming relation in non-mating season, compari-
son with other oikiae, individual development of grooming behavior.
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