
U N D E R  T H E  B A N N E R  O F  G R E A T  O C T O B E R  

The his tory  of the c lass  struggle is assoc ia ted  with many notable revolut ionary events.  However, 
none of them compares  with the Great  October Socialistic Revolution in its significance for  mankind or  in 
the depth and scope of the social and political consequences.  Great  October was the decisive event of mod-  
ern  t imes.  The over throw of the exploi ter  sys tem in one-sixth of the planet was the beginning of the t r a n -  
sition f rom capi ta l ism to socia l i sm and communism.  

Under the direction of Lenin and the Communist  Pa r ty ,  the working c lass  of our country was the f i r s t  
to build a new social is t ic  society and defend its achievement  heroical ly  in the struggle with the Fasc i s t  in- 
vaders .  

Lenin ' s  prophecy that our social is t ic  republic of soviets would s e r v e  as an example for  the downtrod- 
den laboring c lasses  has come true. The magnetic force of the ideals of Great  October is their  profound 
truth and their  true reflection of the objective needs of social development. Their ideological bas is  - Marx-  
i s t -  Leninist  teachings - is the revolut ionary study of modern t imes.  The driving force  of the ideas of 
October is also the fact  that they give voice to the vital in teres ts  of the working c lass .  

The strength of the ideals of the October revolution l ies in the great  energy which they excite in the 
broad m a s s  of working people, seizing their  consciousness .  The ideas of October summon the creat ive  
genius to heroic  feats. It is now c lea r  to the whole world what great  achievements  our country is capable 
of. 

The vic tory of the October revolution opened up before the Soviet peoples the broades t  possible so-  
cial is t ic ,  economic,  and cultural  p rog res s .  At p resen t  our country has an enormous potential - highly 
developed and diversif ied industry, a large mechanized national economy, the fo remos t  scientists ,  highly 
qualified production specia l is ts  and managers .  The g r o s s  national product  of the country increased  a lmost  
fifty t imes  af ter  the October revolution, and it is now ten t imes l a rge r  than on the eve of the Great  Pa t r io t ic  
War. 

The XXIVth Congress  of the CPSU has inspi red  the Soviet people to new feats.  The his tor ic  goals of 
the XXIVth Congress have led to large advances in all a reas  of the economy. 

The USSR is f i r s t  in the world in total capital investment and goods, coal mining and iron ore,  p ro -  
duction of coke, cas t  iron, and minera l  fe r t i l i ze rs .  It is also f i rs t  in the. production of t r ac to r s ,  diesel 
and e lec t r ic  locomotives,  charcoal  and lumber,  cement,  cotton and woolen cloth, and also sugar,  bone oil, 
and other products.  

The industrial  production of p r e - w a r  Russ ia  amounted to only about 1% as compared  with more  than 
20% for the USSR today. The g ross  national product  has increased  a lmost  five t imes  in the past  50 yea r s .  
Almost  th ree - four ths  of the national production is made of agr icul tural  products  and industrial  commodi -  
t ies  produced f rom agr icul tura l  raw mater ia l s .  The March, 1965, and la te r  sess ions  of the Central Com- 
mittee,  CPSU and the XXIIIrd and XXIVth Congresses  developed the policy of ra is ing f a rm production and 
improving socia l -economic  conditions in the country,  which have been attained. 

In accordance  with the exhortat ions of Lenin, there has been nationwide social is t ic  competit ion to 
fulfill the goals of the ninth f ive -yea r  plan, increase  labor productivity, increase  the quality of production, 
and introduce the achievements  of science and technology in industry. A number  of en te rp r i ses  in Moscow 
have even achieved their  goals in the middle of the y e a r  previs ioned in the f i ve -yea r  plan, among them the 
Dynamo Factory ,  the Lenin Factory ,  and the Red Rose Combine. Product ion reached  102.1% after  seven 
months of the fourth year .  As compared  with the corresponding period of the past  year ,  the volume of 

Transla ted f rom Metallovedenie i Termicheskaya  Obrabotka Metallov, No. 11, pp. 2-3, November,  
1974. 

�9 1975 Plezmm Publishing Corporation, 227 West 17th Street, New York, N. Y. 10011. No part o f  this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, microfilmhTg, 
recording or otherwise, without written permission of  the publisher. A copy of  this article is available from the publisher for $15.00. 

905 



industrial production in Moscow increased  by 7.5% as opposed to 4.8% set in the plan. The Central Com- 
mittee,  CPSU approved the patriotic initiative of the workers  in the Moscow Automobile Factory,  who are  
commit ted  to production of the highest quality. 

Leningraders  have also commit ted themselves  to high p roduc t ion .  Thus, production of more  than 
one billion rubles will be rea l ized  at the end of the cur ren t  year ;  since the beginning of the f ive-year  plan 
more  than 1000 new turbines and genera tors ,  machine tools and ships, instruments  and apparatus,  and c o m -  
modit ies  have been produced and placed in operation. On the initiative of L. I. Brezhnev, the manufacture 
of the new three-hundred  horsepower  K-701 t r ac to r  was entrusted to the Kirov Factory.  

Par t ic ipat ing in the competition with a slogan of "Five days production in four days," which was p ro -  
posed by Kirov worker  E. I. Lebedev f rom the speaker ' s  stand at the XXIVth Congress,  the Leningraders  
resolved to give their  motherland the la rges t  possible production of high-quality goods. 

With the enthusiastic support of the party and the government  for continued development of Eas tern  
Siberia and the Far  East,  the builders of the Baikal- -Amur ra i l road  commit ted  themselves  to speed up con-  
struction, improve the quality, and reduce the costs  by increasing utilization of technology and economy of 
mater ia ls .  Builders and planners  appealed to all organizat ions part icipating in the building of the ra i l road  
to meet  their  respect ive  quotas. The building of this mainline ra i l road  is a national effort.  

These examples of national social is t ic  competit ion indicate that the expansion of the national economy 
called for by the XXIVth Congress has been taken to hear t  by the Soviet peoples. F rom the resul ts  of the 
fourth yea r  it is c lear  even now that the social and economic goals set by the party will be achieved. 

The party is urgently str iving toward more  efficient production and the growth of social r iches,  and 
to fur ther  increase  the wellbeing of the workingman. The full meaning and purpose of the CPSU are e m -  
bedded in the brief  and simple phrase  - all for the welfare of man, the welfare of the people. 

In recent  y e a r s  the wages of several  ca tegor ies  of workers  have increased,  par t icular ly  those with 
low pay. After only three y e a r s  of the f ive -year  plan the wages have increased  for 31 million workers .  At 
the present  t ime the minimum wage of workers  and employees has r isen to 70 rubles a month along with an 
increase  of the wage scale and sa lar ies  of middle- income workers  in industry. It is very  important  that 
the distance be reduced between the minimal and middle wage scales.  

The income of the worker  has also increased  due to payments  and pr ivi leges  f rom public funds. 

In the four y e a r s  of the present  f ive -yea r  plan the government  has spent 50% more  than during the 
preceding f ive -year  plan on new m e a s u r e s  to ra ise  the living s tandard of the workers .  The concern of the 
party and the government  for the welfare of the nation has inspired all the Soviet peoples, who understand 
quite well that fur ther  increase  of their  living s tandard depends on their  labor and the fulfillment of quotas 
for 1974 and the f ive -year  plan as a whole. 

Giving its g rea tes t  attention to increasing the mater ia l  wellbeing of the workers ,  the party takes into 
account the in teres ts  of the whole nation as well as the in teres ts  of var ious c lasses  and social groups of all 
peoples and nationalit ies and generat ions of the Soviet society.  The policy of the par ty  contributes to br ing-  
ing together  the working c lass ,  collective fa rm peasants,  and intellectuals,  and to gradual el iminat ion 'of  
the differences between city and country and physical and mental work. The party has made significant 
s t r ides  in developing social is t ic  democracy.  

Along with mass  part icipation of workers  in management,  the par ty  has s t r e s sed  the importance of 
strengthening democrat ic  pr inciples  direct ly in production - an a rea  where the worker  can apply himself  
each day. As a broad study of working groups has shown, the Soviet peoples take an active role in the fac-  
tor ies ,  appraise their  shor tcomings,  and influence the decisions and prac t ices  of management.  

The October Socialistic Revolution, opening an epoch of renewed peace, was never the less  also a 
revolution in the consciousness  of the masses .  After  57 yea r s  a generation has grown up that is t ra ined 
in the spir i t  of self less  devotion to communist ic  ideals. The enormous advances in the development of the 
economy and the culture,  in the improvement  of public relations,  and in the communist ic  education of the 
Soviet peoples have opened up broad possibi l i t ies  for the solution of new social problems.  The par ty  con-  
s iders  of highest importance the political and economic education of communis ts  and workers  and is doing 
everything possible to ra ise  their  ideological level. 

The rule of the Soviets, es tabl ished 57 y e a r s  ago, approved the Lenin Decree on Peace  in its f i r s t  
legislative act. This was the beginning of a cardinal  shift in international relat ions.  The X-XIVth Congress  
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of the CPSU emphas i zed  once again that  our  fore ign policy seeks  peace  and internat ional  safety,  a policy 
to s t rengthen the b ro therhood  of soc ia l i s t ic  count r ies  and the an t i tmper ia l i s t i c  f o r ce s  throughout the world.  
Soviet fore ign policy suppor ts  the c l a s s  s t ruggle  and soc ia l i sm.  It is  d i rec ted  to ensu re  favorab le  condi-  
t ions  for  the building of c o m m u n i s m  in our country  and s t rengthen the unity of soc ia l i sm.  Our eno rmo u s  
economic and defensive power ,  our  author i ty  and influence a re  used  in the in te res t  of building communi sm,  
and in the in t e re s t s  of all mankind. This pr inc ip le  of our  foreign policy a r i s e s  f r o m  the c l a s s l e s s  i n t e r -  
nat ional is t ic  na ture  of the State born in October .  

The love of the Soviet people for  the i r  native land is evident  in specif ic  pa t r io t ic  deeds.  The peoples  
of the count r ies  of soc i a l i sm will s t ruggle  to fulfill the goals  of the fourth y e a r  of the ninth f i v e - y e a r  plan 
and the h i s tor ic  decis ions  of the XXIVth Congress  of the CPSU. Today the concepts  of Grea t  October  light 
our  path toward  a br ight  future.  
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