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Abstract We repor t  an  ex t remely  
rare,  anoma lous  origin of  the calcar- 
ine a r te ry  directly f rom the  internal  
carot id  artery. 
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Case repod 

A 62-year-old woman was admitted because of sudden severe 
headache. CT revealed subarachnoid haemorrhage and carotid 
angiography showed an aneurysm at the origin of the left posterior 
communicating artery. The right internal carotid artery gave the 
direct origin to the calcarine artery (Fig. 1), which did not fill from 
the right posterior cerebral artery on vertebral angiography. 

Discussion 

Anomalous origin of cortical branches of the posterior 
cerebral artery is extremely rare. There have been re- 
ports  o f  th ree  cases in which the internal  carot id  ar tery  
gave anomalous  origin to cortical  b ranches  of  the pos-  
ter ior  cerebra l  a r te ry  [1-3]: the par ie to-occipi ta l ,  poste-  
r ior t empora l  and temporo-occ ip i ta l  arteries, arising di- 
rect ly frofn the internal  carot id  artery. As  far  as we 
know, this is the  first r epor t  of  the  internal  carot id  ar tery  
giving direct  origin to the  calcarine artery. 

Fig.1 Right carotid angiogram 
(a anteroposteri0r, b lateral 
projections) demonstrating the 
calcarine artery (large arrows) 
arising from the internal carotid 
artery (arrowheads posterior 
cerebral artery, small arrows 
anterior choroidal artery) 
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