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When writers die they become books—
which is, after all, not too bad an incarnation.

Jorge Luis Borges

Abstract We introduce and offer the inventory of the mathematical library of
Francesco Severi (1879-1961), which is held at the Istituto Nazionale di Alta
Matematica (INdAM) in Rome.
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An investigation into the scientific and philosophical literature found in the private
libraries of modern scientists, philosophers, and scholars allows us an unprece-
dented vantage point in an author’s world. A long-neglected field of research, the
subject has become one of increasing interest for historians—as shown, to mention
but one example, by Antonio Favaro’s pioneering studies on the private library of
Galileo.!

! Antonio Favaro, “La libreria di Galileo Galilei,” Bullettino di Bibliografia e di Storia delle
Scienze Matematiche e Fisiche, XIX, 1886, pp. 219-293; Id., “Appendice prima alla libreria di
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1 The Relevance of Private Libraries in Historical
Perspective

Library catalogues and inventories, once they have been organized and made
available to the scientific community, may be profitably used not only in order to
reconstruct the “material” history of institutions, but also, more broadly, to provide
an in-depth account of individual authors or entire periods of intellectual history.

Private library catalogues and inventories, gathered across the past four or five
centuries, become a powerful and effective tool for scholars aiming to

(a) Account for the course of studies, intellectual competences, and interests of an
author, by working on the list of his or her books

(b) Inquire about the circulation and fortune of the author’s own writings, widening
the scope of such inquiry to the libraries of subsequent generations

(c) Become familiar with the intellectual features of a given time

(d) Study the history of the transformations of private libraries through time, thereby
contributing to a sort of “sociology of library structures”

(e) Take notice of the changes that take place in the “system of knowledge,” of
the mutual relationships among different disciplines (it may be interesting to
investigate, for instance, the way in which the set of scientific or philosophical
texts evolves in the private libraries of jurists, linguists, naturalists, etc.)

(f) Follow the circulation of texts, or an array of texts, of specific relevance or rarity

Most importantly, getting to know private libraries might allow, in many cases,
to rectify widespread but threadbare interpretations of the thought and production
of a given author, whose legacy is all too often left to the sort of vulgate found in

Galileo Galilei,” Bullettino di Bibliografia e di Storia delle Scienze Matematiche e Fisiche, XX,
1887, pp. 372-376; and Id., “Appendice seconda alla ‘Libreria di Galileo’,” Atti e memorie della
R. Accademia di Scienze, lettere ed arti in Padova, X11, 1895-1896, pp. 44-50. Favaro’s attempted
reconstruction of Galileo’s private library is especially noteworthy, as he did not have a specific
inventory of Galileo’s own books available. Favaro appealed to several resources: the inventory of
the inheritance of Galileo’s son, Vincenzo, who died in 1649; the inventory of the books found
in the house of his widow, Sestilia Bocchineri Galilei, in January 1663; and the inventory of the
rich library of Vincenzo Viviani, who inherited a large part of the books that had once belonged
to Galileo, and which are now held at the National Library of Florence and in some private
collections. See also Pierluigi Pizzamiglio, “Le biblioteche di Copernico e di Galileo. Il ruolo della
stampa nella nascita della scienza moderna,” in Carlo Vinti (ed.), Galileo e Copernico. Alle origini
del pensiero scientifico moderno, Assisi: Porziuncola, 1990, pp. 115-140; Maurizio Torrini, “La
biblioteca di Galileo e dei galileiani,” Intersezioni, XXI, 3, 2001, pp. 545-558; Michele Camerota,
“La biblioteca di Galileo. Alcune integrazioni desunte dal carteggio,” in Francesca Maria Crasta
(ed.), Biblioteche filosofiche private in eta moderna e contemporanea, Florence: Le Lettere, 2010,
pp. 81-95; and Crystal Hall, “Galileo’s Library Reconsidered,” Galileana, X1I, 2015, pp. 29-82.
For a very interesting case of a book long-thought to have belonged to Galileo, but which did not
turn up as such, yet may still shed new light on his early intellectual development, see Stefano
Gattei, “Amicus Galileeus sed Magis Amica Veritas: The True Story of ‘Galileo’s Philoponus’,”
History of Universities, 31, 2, 2018, pp. 82—129.
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textbooks or offered by more or less charitable commentator—not to mention the
fact that unknown and unexpected elements may surface, shedding new light on the
author’s personality and interests and suggesting richer readings of his or her work.

The document summary of the Greek library of Franciscus Patricius (1529-
1597), for example, reveals his overall project to bring to light the encyclopedia
of Platonic knowledge—in which music, mathematics, poetry, rhetoric, and art of
memory occupy central positions beside theology and philosophy—and contrast
it to that Aristotle’s own. Analogously, skimming through the inventory of Wil-
helm Dilthey’s (1833—-1911) library, one’s attention is caught by the breadth and
articulation of a philosophical reflection assiduously dedicated—notwithstanding
the author’s own proclamation of the autonomy of the “humanities”—to keeping
dialogue with the natural science of the period alive. And again, Friedrich Niet-
zsche’s (1844-1900) library testifies, in the variety of the collected texts and of
the documented interdisciplinary interests, to an approach characterized by the
“patience of the philologist,” foreign to the “cult of genius” in all its forms, closely
connected to the evolution both of positive knowledge and of different scientific
disciplines. Or, to offer but a last example, the study of the private library of
Karl Popper (1902-1994) provides key new elements to the understanding of his
problematic relations with the members of the Vienna Circle, his extensive study
of the works of Karl Marx, as well as his literary and musical preferences that
implicitly find their way into Popper’s published works.”

Indeed, the catalogues of private libraries represent an orienting basis, a sort of
“frame of reference” for the definition and the assessment of the library collections
themselves. Thanks to their multifaceted features, these instruments offer scholars
the opportunity to study individual authors in depth and hands-on, so to say, bringing
to light implicit but at times fairly important aspects in the creation of philosophical
traditions and fields of research. But the chief intention, in the reconstruction of
important philosophical and scientific libraries—usually through notary deeds or
sale catalogues, or by way of explicit or implicit references in published works,
manuscripts, and correspondences, or else through bequests or donations—is not
that of privileging intellectual biography, as in historiographical research, nor of
offering material of mere erudition. The aim is, rather, to expand the use of private
libraries in order to assist and enrich historical and philosophical investigations,
taking into account the growing relevance of research fields like the history of
culture or the history of ideas, as well as the German Begriffsgeschichte.

2See Maria Muccillo, “La biblioteca greca di Francesco Patrizi,” in Eugenio Canone (ed.),
Bibliotecae selectae. Da Cusano a Leopardi, Florence: Olschki, 1993, pp. 73-118; Wilhelm
Dilthey, Archive der Literatur in ihrer Bedeutung fiir das Studium der Geschichte der Philosophie
[1889], in Gesammelte Schriften, Vol. 4: Die Jugendgeschichte Hegels und andere Abhandlungen
zur Geschichte des deutschen Idealismus, Leipzig-Berlin: B. G. Teubner, 1921, pp. 555-575;
Giuliano Campioni, Paolo D’Iorio, Maria Cristina Fornari, Francesco Fronterotta, Andrea Orsucci
(eds.), Nietzsches personliche Bibliothek, Berlin-New York: Walter De Gruyter, 2003; Stefano
Gattei, “La biblioteca di Karl Popper,” in L’oggetto libro ‘96: Arte della stampa, mercato e
collezionismo, Milan: Sylvestre Bonnard, 1996, pp. 72-93.
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In this perspective, the study of private library collections has acquired an
ever-increasing relevance in recent years, especially as part of the renewal in the
vast range of book studies. More specifically, the exploration of private library
collections is a fundamental aspect of the methodological debate on the history
of libraries, whether a historical-institutional approach is adopted or else a more
bibliographic one. It is no accident that private collections have become the subject
of much discussion in the most recent occasions of collective debate about these
issues.’

Private collections presuppose a considerably vaguer definition of a library than
the one that derives from a study of the political-administrative events of individual
library institutions. In fact, it implies a completely different level of analysis and
requires a focus on the cultural profile of the bibliographic identity of each collec-
tion. This is necessary both as a fundamental element to analyze the stratification
of the individual collections and as an indication of research interests, disciplinary
horizons, and bibliophilic orientations that characterize historical periods, groups of
readers, and individual personalities. In other words, private collections of books,
whether they merge with public libraries at some point or are auctioned and end up
on the shelves of other private libraries, are always privileged places of memory,
material traces of a world which is otherwise destined to deteriorate and eventually
vanish.

2 Francesco Severi and His Private Library

The importance of the study of private library collections holds equally for modern
and contemporary authors, for scholars of the humanities, and for men of science.*
As far as we know, no in-depth study of private libraries of mathematicians
has been produced so far. A symposium on Francesco Severi is a welcome
opportunity to offer the very starting point of such study, namely, a list of his
books, as found in the library that is now held at the Istituto Nazionale di Alta

3 See, for example, Angela Nuovo (ed.), Biblioteche private in eta moderna, Milan: Sylvestre
Bonnard, 2005; Fiammetta Sabba (ed.), Le biblioteche private come paradigma bibliografico,
Rome: Bulzoni, 2008; Francesca Maria Crasta (ed.), Biblioteche filosofiche private in eta moderna
e contemporanea, Florence: Le Lettere, 2010; and Renzo Ragghianti and Alessandro Savorelli
(eds.), Biblioteche filosofiche private. Strumenti e prospettive di ricerca, Pisa: Edizioni della
Normale, 2014.

41n the field of history of mathematics, see, for example, Erika Luciano and Clara Silvia Roero,
“Corrado Segre’s library at the Department of Mathematics, Florence University,” in Gianfranco
Casnati et al. (eds.), From Classical to Modern Algebraic Geometry, Basel: Birkhéuser, 2016,
pp. 211-230; Erika Luciano and Elena Scalambro, “Sul ruolo euristico dei patrimoni matematici:
il case-study delle collezioni di A. Terracini,” Rivista di Storia dell’Universita di Torino, 1X, 2,
2020, pp. 273-332; Erika Luciano, “G. Fubini: une expérience de patrimonialisation en théorie
des nombres,” in Patrimonialisation des mathématiques, special issue of Philosophia Scientiae,
26, 2, 2022, pp. 123-144.
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Matematica (INdAM), of which Severi was both founding member and president
for life.

Francesco Severi died on December 8, 1961, after a long and debilitating illness.
As pointed out by Leonard Roth in his obituary, “In 1957 the struggle changed
his character; it became bitter and tragic. He fought his adversary to the very
end. During the last four years of his life he continued to keep all his affairs
in a progressively enfeebled grasp.” In particular, a few years before his death,
Severi decided to donate his private library to INAAM, which by the Decreto del
Presidente della Repubblica (no. 126, 27 May 1959) was allowed to accept the
donation. During the meeting board of directors of INJAM held in Rome on June
10, 1959, Francesco Severi claimed that, at the moment of the gift, he was already
ill, and hence he was not able to personally check the number of volumes. The board
accepted the donation and gave Beniamino Segre the task of managing the Severi
Library, by coordinating a suitable executive staff.®

Presumably under the direction of Beniamino Segre, each volume belonging
to the Severi Library was stamped with DONO DI F. SEVERI and assigned
with a progressive number. INDAM’s headquarters in Rome preserve a manuscript
inventory, listing a series of volumes, specifying a progressive number, author,
title, place, and date of publication. The progressive number matches the one
reported on the corresponding book in INAAM’s library, and from number 1 to
number 1433 (with occasional exceptions), the list specifies that the volume is a
gift (dono). From number 1434 onwards, the books in the list are classified as
purchases (acquisto). The first purchased book is recorded on January 16, 1961.
This is consistent with the following remark from a manuscript note about Severi
Library, filed in Beniamino Segre’s personal archive (now at Caltech): “In 12 casse
si trovano i volumi di matematica (circa 1.400),” that is, “Books on mathematics
(about 1,400) are gathered in 12 boxes.”” Therefore, it seems plausible to conjecture
that the mathematical volumes belonging to Severi’s personal library approximately
correspond to the first 1433 entries of the manuscript inventory, which we are
reproducing below.®

5 See Leonard Roth, “Francesco Severi. Obituary note,” Journal of the London Mathematical
Society, 38, 1, 1963, pp. 282-307. https://londmathsoc.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1112/jlms/
s1-38.1.282, p. 304.

6 See Gino Roghi, “Materiale per una Storia dell’Istituto Nazionale di Alta Matematica dal 1939
al 2003,” Bollettino dell’ Unione Matematica Italiana, 8, 8-A (2005), pp. 3-301, http://www.bdim.
eu/item?id=BUMI_2005_8_8A_3-2_3_0, pp. 63-64.

7 Caltech Archives, Beniamino Segre Papers, 007.12, p. 5.

8 We are grateful to Giorgio Patrizio (President, INdAM), who kindly granted us the permission to
include the list of Severi’s book.
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3 Mathematical Library of Francesco Severi’

Rome, INAAM

[1243] A. C. (ed.). Soluzionario dei problemi contenuti nel trattato elementare
d’aritmetica, Turin 1867.

[1307] Abbagnano, Nicola et al. Fondamenti logici della scienza, Turin 1947.

[189] Abetti, Giorgio. Scienza d’oggi. Dal cielo alla terra, Milan 1941.

[82] Accademia del Cimento. Saggi di naturali esperienze fatte nell’Accademia del
Cimento sotto la protezione del Ser.™° principe Leopoldo di Toscana e descritte
dal segretario di essa Accademia, Florence 1841.

[786] Achieser, Naum 1. Vorlesungen iiber Approximationstheorie, Berlin 1953.

[318] Adamo, Giuseppe. Le geometrie a curvatura costante secondo l'indirizzo
metrico-proiettivo, La Spezia 1952.

[678] Agostini, Amedeo. Analisi matematica, vol. 1, Livorno 1939.

[453] Agostini, Amedeo. Esercizi di geometria analitica, vol. 2.1, Bologna 1926.

[454] Agostini, Amedeo. Esercizi di geometria analitica, vol. 2.2, Bologna 1926.

[701] Agostini, Amedeo. Lezioni di analisi matematica, vol. 2, Livorno 1937.

[726] Agostini, Amedeo. Nomografia, Livorno 1942.

[452] Agostini, Amedeo; Bortolotti, Enea. Esercizi di geometria analitica, vol. 1,
Bologna 1925.

[81] Albareda Herrera, José Maria. Consideraciones sobre la investigacion cienti-
fica, Madrid 1951.

[1372] Aleksandrov, Aleksandr Danilovi¢; Kolmogorov, Andrej Nikolaevic;
Lavrent’ev, Michail Alekseevi¢. [Mathematics: Its Content, Methods and
Meaning], Moscow 1956.

[896] Aliprandi, Giuseppe. Matematica finanziaria e attuariale, Padua 1931.

[1256] Alliata, Giulio. Unzuldnglichkeiten und Irrtiimer der Physik, Bern 1934,

[954] Almansi, Emilio. Esercizi di meccanica razionale, Turin 1899.

[400] Amaldi, Edoardo. Fisica sperimentale, vol. 2, Rome 1938.

[1304] Amaldi, Ugo. Elementi di geometria, Bologna 1942.

[1323] Amaldi, Ugo. I gruppi continui di trasformazioni puntuali dello spazio a tre
dimensioni, vol. 2, Modena 1912.

[1403] Amaldi, Ugo. I gruppi continui infiniti di trasformazioni puntuali dello
spazio a tre dimensioni, vol. 1: Gruppi che ammettono una schiera di oo’
superficie, Modena 1910.

[1405] Amaldi, Ugo. I gruppi continui reali di trasformazioni conformi dello spazio,
Turin 1905.

9 Volumes are listed in alphabetical order by author; the numbers in square brackets at the
beginning of each entry are the progressive inventory numbers assigned to the volumes at the
time of their registration in the handwritten Registro inventario, available at INdAAM. Collective
volumes are listed under VV. AA. (“various authors”); bibliographies and encyclopedias are listed
at the end.
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[544] Amaldi, Ugo. Introduzione alla teoria dei gruppi continui infiniti di trasfor-
magzione, vol. 1, Rome 1942.

[636] Amaldi, Ugo. Introduzione alla teoria dei gruppi continui infiniti di trasfor-
magzione, vol. 2, Rome 1944.

[700] Amaldi, Ugo. Lezioni di analisi infinitesimale, Rome 1928.

[779] Amaldi, Ugo. Lezioni di analisi infinitesimale, vol. 1, Padua 1930.

[68] Amaldi, Ugo. Lezioni di geometria descrittiva con applicazioni, Padua 1920.

[1207] Amaldi, Ugo. Nozioni di geometria, Bologna 1940.

[1404] Amaldi, Ugo. Sui gruppi continui infiniti di trasformazioni di contatto dello
spazio, Turin 1906.

[1322] Amaldi, Ugo. Sulla classificazione dei gruppi continui di trasformazioni di
contatto dello spazio, Rome 1918.

[683] Amerio, Luigi. Funzioni analitiche e trasformazione di Laplace, Milan 1951.

[277] Amodeo, Federico. Origen y desarrollo de la geometria proyectiva, Rosario
1939.

[163] Amodeo, Federico. Origine e sviluppo della geometria proiettiva, Naples
1939.

[289] Amoroso, Luigi. Meccanica economica. Lezioni tenute nell’Anno Accademico
194041, Citta di Castello 1942.

[443] Amoroso, Luigi. Esercizi di geometria analitica e proiettiva, Rome 1911.

[388] Amoroso, Luigi; Bompiani, Enrico. Esercizi di geometria analitica e proiet-
tiva, Rome 1913.

[908] Andrissi, Giovanni L. Il cosmografo Vincenzo Coronelli e I’astronomia nel
seicento, Rome 1951.

[699] [Anonymous]. Faisceaux analytiques. Etude du faisceau des relations entre p
fonctions holomorphes, [s.1.] [s.d.].

[1398]. [Anonymous]. Catdlogo de la Biblioteca de la Facultad de Ciencias
Exactas, Fisicas y Naturales de la Universidad de Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires
1930-1931.

[1319]. [Anonymous]. Il regolo calcolatore logaritmico e il modo di usarlo, Lahr
[s.d.].

[403]. [Anonymous]. Riassunto di mineralogia e geologia, Padua 1919.

[1123]. [Anonymous]. Trattato di trigonometria, vol. 1, [s.1.] [s.d.].

[221] Appell, Paul. Selecta. Cinquantenaire scientifique, Paris 1927.

[616] Appell, Paul; Goursat, Edouard. Théorie des fonctions algébriques et de leurs
intégrales, Paris 1895.

[524, 525, 1259, 1270] Appert, Antoine. Propriétés des espaces abstraits les plus
généraux, Paris 1934. (4 copies)

[1428] Apraiz y Arias, Félix. Tratado de electricidad y magnetismo, Barcelona
1927.

[412] Argentieri, Domenico. Ottica industriale. Il progetto analitico dei sistemi di
lenti, la verifica trigonometrica dei sistemi di diottri, I’alberazione d’onda e le
tolleranze ottiche, la diffrazione e il potere risolutivo, teoria e dimostrazioni,
tavole numeriche e logaritmiche, Milan 1954.
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[955] Armellini, Giuseppe. Trattato di astronomia siderale, vol. 1: Parte generale,
Bologna 1928.

[956] Armellini, Giuseppe. Trattato di astronomia siderale, vol. 2: Le stelle,
Bologna 1931.

[957] Armellini, Giuseppe. Trattato di astronomia siderale, vol. 3: Le nebulose,
Bologna 1936.

[958] Armellini, Giuseppe. I fondamenti scientifici della astrofisica, Milan 1952.

[959] Armellini, Giuseppe. Corso di meccanica razionale, Padua 1921.

[1315] Arzeliés, Henri. La cinématique relativiste, Paris 1955.

[21] Ascoli, Guido. Elementi di teoria dei numeri, funzioni razionali intere,
equazioni algebriche, Turin 1954.

[11] Ascoli, Guido. Lezioni di matematiche complementari, Turin 1954.

[1158] Ascoli, Guido. Lezioni elementari di analisi matematica, Turin 1924.

[509] Baer, Reinhold. Automorphismen von Erweiterungsgruppen, Paris 1935.

[1169] Baffi, Contardo. Aritmetica e geometria, Turin-Milan 1929.

[564] Bagnera, Giuseppe. Lezioni di analisi algebrica, Rome [s.d.].

[572] Bagnera, Giuseppe. Lezioni di calcolo infinitesimale, Padua 1924.

[745] Bagnera, Giuseppe. Lezioni sopra la teoria delle funzioni analitiche, Rome
1927.

[1109] Bagnera, Giuseppe. Teoria dei numeri reali. Calcolo dei radicali e dei
logaritmi, Palermo 1916.

[617] Bagnera, Giuseppe; Strazzeri, Vittorio. Lezioni sul calcolo delle variazioni,
Palermo 1913.

[597] Baker, Henry F. An Introduction to the Theory of Multiply Periodic Functions,
Cambridge 1907.

[31] Baker, Henry F. Principles of Geometry, vol. 1: Foundations, Cambridge 1922.

[404] Baker, Henry F. Principles of Geometry, vol. 1: Foundations, Cambridge
1929.

[32] Baker, Henry Frederick. Principles of Geometry, vol. 2: Plane Geometry.
Conics, Circles, Non-Euclidean Geometry, Cambridge 1922.

[405] Baker, Henry F. Principles of Geometry, vol. 2: Plane Geometry. Conics,
Circles, Non-Euclidean Geometry, Cambridge 1930.

[33] Baker, Henry Frederick. Principles of Geometry, vol. 3: Solid Geometry.
Quadrics, Cubic Curves in Space, Cubic Surfaces, Cambridge 1923.

[406] Baker, Henry F. Principles of Geometry, vol. 3: Solid Geometry. Quadrics,
Cubic Curves in Space, Cubic Surfaces, Cambridge 1931.

[407] Baker, Henry F. Principles of Geometry, vol. 4: Higher Geometry. Being
Hllustrations of the Utility of the Consideration of Higher Space, Cambridge
1932.

[408] Baker, Henry F. Principles of Geometry, vol. 5: Analytical Principles of the
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