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Introduction

Enterprises rely on technological inputs to fight against COVID-19. Fromdrug devel-
opment to forecasting its spread, the tools of A.I. were used to address the various
aspects of the epidemic. This report catalogs themultiple uses ofA.I. in the pandemic,
and it identifies the ethical and human rights concerns raised by these applications.
This chapter aims to inform the public about the various uses and policies related
to these new-age techniques in future. This chapter describes the various new tech-
nology applications used during the fight against COVID-19. There is no consensus
on the type of applications that were studied.

For the recovery of the global economy to be more productive, it must avoid
getting back to pre-COVID-19 time and avoid taking on more environmental risks.
Unchecked environmental emergencies could cause significant economic and social
damages (Mondal et al., 2022). The recovery packages must be planned for recovery.
Mere getting people back to work can help stop further economic damage (Tiwari &
Mondal, 2022). The recovery policies should also trigger behavioral changes that
will help prevent future shocks. A recovery package should also consider the various
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factors that affect people’s well-being. These include climate impacts, sustainable
development goals, and intelligent logistics (Mondal & Das, 2021). A thoughtfully
planned recovery can help address these points particularly (Sharma&Das, 2021). It
can stimulate the uptake of low-carbon mobility systems and improve the efficiency
of electricity distribution.

The pandemic that hit the world at fag end of 2019 and early 2020 accelerated the
digital transformation of society. During the pandemic, many people started working
from home. They also began attending classes remotely. As the pandemic reached the
global stage, various appswere developed to help track its development. A.I. was also
utilized to study the virus. Immediately after the pandemic, Internet traffic increased
in some countries. While the digital transformation has shown great potential, it has
also highlighted the various remaining gaps. The increasing reliance on digital solu-
tions has raised concerns around security and privacy. The pandemic has shown how
digital technologies can augment the effectiveness of traditional medicine. It is also
unlikely that society will return to its pre-COVID times. As the world becomes more
dependent on digital technology, ensuring that its widespread and effective use can
create a level playing field is critical. This chapter explores the various ways in which
governments are increasingly focused on digital strategies. Following the pandemic,
it is now time for countries to build comprehensive digital transformation plans
that will help bridge the divide between the developed and underdeveloped regions.
Figure 3.1 represents the new everyday sustainable development goals (SDGs)where
technology use is paramount and proactive for the betterment of digital enterprises.

Widespread Use of Technology for Maintaining Connectivity
During COVID-19

Pandemic has increased digital accessibility and engagement and the use of tech in
dynamic ways (Das, 2021a). Although some people may choose to stay home while
taking COVID-19 drugs, it is still expected to have a high impact on e-commerce
and e-health. The rise of COVID-19 has also raised the pressure on firms to establish
high-quality connectivity. As governments consider their responses to the increase
of digitalization, they should keep in mind that it could create new digital segments
worldwide. There was a significant increase of more than 95% of adults who used
the Internet in 2020–2022 as comparable to 2018–2022 (OECD, 2020a). Despite the
uptick in usage, the share of people aged 50–74 who use the Internet daily remained
low compared to the average age of daily Internet users (OECD, 2020b).

There are still skills gaps in various countries and demographic groups when it
comes to using the Internet. People with higher skills can exploit these gaps. The
digital gender divide is still an essential issue for addressing (OECD, 2020c).Women
are more likely to experience frequent stress due to exposure to computers (Siri &
Das, 2021), while men are more skilled in digital-intensive sectors. Before COVID-
19, the total e-commerce market was booming worldwide, but during the pandemic,
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Fig. 3.1 New normal SDG and digital enterprises (Source Authors’ conception)

e-commerce has developed amore significant gapbetween small and large enterprises
operating in this domain (Ravi &Mondal, 2021). Digital technology and its diffusion
are also widening due to COVID-19. For instance, e-commerce had become the
primary mode of turnover for many firms in the OECD before the pandemic (OECD,
2020d). Despite the rise of big data, it remains a desirable scenario across different
sectors and countries (Duman & Das, 2021).

Government Prioritizes Digital Transformation (DX) to Build
a Sustainable Future

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, many governments have strengthened their digital
transformation strategies. They are now focusing on using A.I. and 5G infrastruc-
ture to support the development of new applications and devices. Over 60 countries
have a national A.I. strategy by mid-2020, and several OECD countries have issued
5G strategies in the last three years (OECD, 2020a, 2020b). Several countries, such
as Australia, China, Germany, and Switzerland, have started developing blockchain
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strategies. The virtuous circle between digital transformation and innovation is signif-
icant for countries struggling with COVID-19 (OECD, 2020c). Despite the potential
risks posed by these technologies, many countries still believe that their use should
not be limited to commercial interests. The signing of the OECD A.I. Principles
encourages other countries to develop trustworthy technologies (OECD, 2020d).

The digital transformation trend is encouraging, but it may not be enough to
ensure a more inclusive and resilient future (Yegen & Mondal, 2021). The COVID-
19 crisis has reinforced the need for a coordinated whole-government approach to
digital transformation (Das, 2021b). The framework aims to put a set of policies that
will help shape a shared digital future. It features seven essential building blocks:
access to digitalization, use of technology, digital innovation, trust in stakeholders,
jobs, society, and an open market economy.

Access to digitalization: The rise of digital connectivity has become an essential
part of businesses, schools, and society. It has reinforced the importance of having
robust data governance and communications infrastructures.

Use of technology: As more people and firms adopt digital technology, govern-
mentsmust step up their efforts to ensure that everyone is equippedwith the necessary
skills to succeed in the digital economy (Sharma et al., 2020).

Digital innovation: It is a crucial driver of digital transformation. It can stimulate
new business models and provide opportunities for public sector efficiency gains.

Trust on stakeholders: Following the rise of digital tools following the COVID-
19 pandemic, more attention is needed to ensure that consumers and businesses trust
the digital environment. Exploits targeting victims of the pandemic caused by the
lack of trust in the digital realm became more prevalent.

Jobs: The rise of digital technology has already changed the way people work.
It has raised concerns about what the future holds for employers. The pandemic has
raised concerns about a lot of many jobs. It has also led to an increase in teleworking.
As the economy continues to recover from the crisis, policymakers will need to look
at the various regulations and structures that apply to the labor market.

Society: As people spend more time online, governments should step up their
efforts to support well-being. They should also address the various social issues that
arise from the digital transformation.

Open market Economy: The rise of tech companies has raised concerns about
market fragmentation and its impact on SMEs and start-ups. The COVID-19 crisis
highlighted the concerns aboutmarket consolidation, as tech companies have become
more influential in our lives. As the number of companies offering online services
decreases, governments must consider the impact on society.

After the global pandemic spreads its fangs across the globe, governments started
implementing emergency measures designed to support recovery efforts. As the
pandemic began to abate, they shifted their attention to preparing stimulus plans
to stimulate the economy (Environmental Health and Strengthening Resilience to
Pandemics, 2020; Fraccascia et al., 2019). This chapter aims to determine how these
stimulus packages can help build a stronger and more resilient recovery to future
shocks. It also addresses the various factors that will help improve our long-term
stability. This approach aims to create a more inclusive and resilient society by
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transitioning to a low-carbon economy. This chapter focuses on sustainable devel-
opment after COVID-19. Data analytics enabled us to analyze the environmental
sustainability of various projects.

A robust, strong economy aligns sustainable processes adopted across various
regions and sectors. In this section, we will discuss some of the most critical issues
that will affect the development of a sustainable digital economy.

COVID-19 Effect on Job Sector and Economy

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted various threats to our economies and soci-
eties. For decades, interconnectedness has helped create various social and economic
benefits (Mondal, 2020a). However, it also led to the rapid spread of the pandemic
(Das, 2020a). The depth and speed of the global economic crisis revealed the impor-
tance of focusing on short-term economic growth over long-term resilience (Agba
et al., 2020; Das, 2021c). The massive loss of employment highlighted the rise of
social inequality. It is estimated that over 300 million jobs could be at risk. Despite
the crisis, the public’s awareness of the various frailties has been raised.

The global economy’s vulnerability is most alarming when viewed in light of
the existential threat posed by climate change. Numerous factors such as climate
change, air pollution, and biodiversity loss (Mondal, 2021) have already affected the
global economy. Climate change is already causing physical and economic impacts
globally. In some regions, such as Bangladesh, Philippines extreme weather events
have already occurred at the same time as efforts to address COVID-19 (U.N., 2020).
Without structural changes, the accumulation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere
will lead to more catastrophic impacts (Duy et al., 2020). Although the government’s
shutdown has led to positive environmental improvements, these will have a long-
term effect (Le Quéré et al., 2020; Van et al., 2020). If the economy begins to recover
from the global financial crisis, it will likely disappear quickly. This is evidenced
by the uptick in greenhouse gas emissions (OECD, 2020a). The interrelated envi-
ronmental concerns could have catastrophic impacts on society. It is believed that
the loss of biodiversity and the destruction of the ocean’s health could lead to the
development of zoonotic viruses that can infect humans (García et al., 2020). Air
and water pollution can affect the well-being of people and communities.

Not being able to sustain a long-term economic recovery will affect individuals
and businesses and contribute to inequality and improve well-being. As governments
and businesses begin implementing massive stimulus packages, it is also essential
that we step back and reflect on the factors that caused the current crisis. Despite the
encouraging signs, recovery plans have mostly fallen short. For instance, in 2020,
the G20 Finance Ministers committed to supporting an inclusive and sustainable
recovery (Siri et al., 2020). A poll conducted in 2020 indicated that most citizens
believe that environmental issues are still a top priority after the global pandemic that
affected developing and developed nations (4th G20 Finance Ministers and Central
Bank Governors Meeting, 2021; Singh et al., 2020).
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The rising concerns about the environment also became a political issue. In 2019,
millions of people marched in the streets in support of climate action, which led
to numerous governments declaring a climate emergency (Stainback et al., 2020).
Climate change and biodiversity loss became the main factors considered by the
World Economic Forum in 2020 (Smirnov, 2020). Despite this, the organization still
believes that a resilient and sustainable recovery is best to address these issues. There
is also widespread support for green technologies and industries, but this is affected
by newnormal industrialization that can absorb and lock greenhouse gas efflux (Chen
et al., 2020).

Revival of the Economy like the Phoenix from Doldrums
of COVID-19

The “building back better” is used to describe the recovery from COVID-19. The
concept of buildingbackbetter emerged from the context of disaster recovery (Brown,
2021). Its goal was to improve the resiliency of communities and reduce the costs
of future disasters (Sharma & Das, 2020). The challenge of rebuilding the global
economy after COVID-19 is different from that of a physical disaster (Draper et al.,
2021). Despite the economic crisis, the risks associated with a more sustainable
recovery are still significant. Even at the global level, efforts to prevent disasters are
still focused on prevention. The changes that were made during the crisis can help
minimize future risks.

For building back better, enterprises should consider recovery measures. Doing
so can expose areas where competing stimulus plans may provide similar near-term
benefits but have different long-term goals. For instance, assessing the long-term
goals of other stimulus plans can reveal areas where different policies may offer
additional near-term benefits but have different long-term goals. A reconciliation
phase of recovery that focuses on well-being and inclusivity is needed to improve the
conditions of society. Policies should also address other elements of well-being, such
as education and employment, to improve the public’s confidence in the recovery.
A stimulus package that focuses on people’s well-being is also crucial to achieving
environmental goals (Gruère & Brooks, 2021). Policymakers should adopt progres-
sive taxation and subsidies to ensure that environmental policies are socially inclusive
(Palmer et al., 2020).

The relative importance of various dimensions to different country contexts will
vary depending on their development priorities and social circumstances. These
dimensions are discussed as follows.

a. Supporting recovery measures designed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is
essential in addressing climate change. Doing so should avoid the worst impacts
of climate change. The long-term effects of infrastructure projects supported
by stimulus packages are expected to have implications for decades. This
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chapter focuses on the long-term structural and near-term impacts of supporting
economic activities that receive liquidity support.

b. Climate change resilience is a crucial aspect of addressing the impacts of
climate change. Enterprises use infrastructure investment as a vital component
of these efforts to stimulate recovery efforts. However, it is essential that these
projects are climate-resilient and do not increase vulnerability (Das, 2020b).
Climate change will significantly impact society, especially in terms of infras-
tructure networks. New infrastructure investments need to consider their climate
risk management strategies. This strategy aims to reduce the direct economic
damages caused by climate change disasters (Mondal, 2020b) and minimize the
indirect costs (Nadanyiova & Das, 2020), caused by their effects.

c. The fight against biodiversity loss is an integral part of human health and the
economy. Land-use change and deforestation are threatening the stability of
ecosystems. Investment in reforestation and other natural infrastructure projects
can help improve the resilience of ecosystems to climate impacts. Stimulus pack-
ages should integrate the value of biodiversity and ecosystem services into their
decisions. There are also crucial steps that governments can take to improve the
management of their support for biodiversity. It can help improve the resilience
of various environmental health dimensions.

d. Fostering innovation is a critical component of achieving sustainable develop-
ment goals. It builds on the momentum of previous actions and helps develop
new processes and technologies. The COVID-19 pandemic has raised concerns
about the impact of cultural norms and behavior changes. It should be considered
when formulating stimulus packages. For instance, addressing the reluctance to
use public transport can help minimize crowding and improve the cleanliness
of streets. It can also encourage people to use other transport modes such as
remote working.

e. The pandemic has raised concerns about the resilience of global supply chains.
It has also prompted a renewed interest in using shorter and more diversified
supply chains. Although the environmental impacts of this shift are not yet clear,
policies should be put in place to support local supply chains in improving their
environmental performance.

The U.N.’s Sustainable Development Goals are a set of goals that aim to promote
social development and well-being. Through stimulus packages, these actions can
help improve the resilience of communities and put in place policies that will promote
recovery. Doing so can help avoid repeating the mistakes of the past, which often
lead to the development of ineffective stimulus measures. Although greenhouse gas
emissions have increased, the effects of climate policies are still relevant. There’s
also a need to improve the circularity of materials used. There are also vital lessons
that can be learned from implementing environmental measures in response to the
2008 financial crisis (Avelé, 2021).
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Recovery Phase and Environmental Protection Policies
for Different Digital Enterprises

This section highlights various opportunities for public stimulus spending to improve
the efficiency of multiple sectors. These examples are relevant to where the stimulus
program can catalyze systemic change in the economy and provide employment.
This section is also applicable to situations where the stimulus program can trigger
changes in the economy that are needed to support long-term resilience outcomes.

a. Biodiversity enhancement and environment protection.
Forests and other natural infrastructures such as parks and marinas are inte-

gral to millions of people’s economic activities. Unfortunately, most of the
natural capital is not being used to its fullest potential and is only valued
as a commodity. The unpriced natural capital of various primary processing
sectors, such as forestry, mining, and steel, was valued at over USD 10 trillion
in 2019. Although some policies have been introduced to value biodiversity,
most existing approaches to value natural capital loss (Mohanty et al., 2019)
are still limited. Recovery packages can help governments and private investors
increase personal finance for nature-based solutions. They can also encourage
financial instruments to measure and manage biodiversity impacts.

b. While the concept of building back better doesn’t seem to have many concrete
solutions, governments can implement some key recommendations to improve
their infrastructure. The digital enterprise and its functionaries must.

Restrict and screen all elements of the stimulus packages for their longer-term
implications. The leaders of enterprises can,

1. Negotiating stimulus packages that are both beneficial and resilient can
help avoid locking-in emissions from infrastructure and systems.

2. The stimulus packages can be quickly implemented, especially for digital
enterprises.

3. Cross-government initiatives can help avoid duplication and provide long-
term systemic benefits.

c. Build a pipeline of sustainable infrastructure projects ready to be implemented
quickly. Quickly implemented tasks can help avoid using up resources andmake
new emissions-intensive activities happen.

d. Ensure that policies and investments are aligned with long-term environmental
objectives. It includes ensuring that policies and investments are aligned with
the goals and conditions of the stimulus packages.

1. Doing so will provide short-term relief, while the short-term economic
benefits outweigh the long-term costs.

2. Support for specific industries that improve their environmental perfor-
mance is conditional on achieving these goals.

3. Coordinate the phasing out of fossil-fuel subsidies (Behera et al., 2019) and
the building of carbon pricing to create a coherent energy pricing system.
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e. Reinforce the importance of green finance in supporting digital enterprises’
resilience and financial decisions.

1. Measuring the consistency of financing and climate change mitigation
for businesses will help build resilience and minimize risk (Buchholz &
Rübbelke, 2020).

2. We are establishing robust and transparent standards for green finance
(Gupta et al., 2019).

3. It will help guide investment decisions.
4. Public finance can help stimulate private investment by increasing the

number of public finance institutions that can co-invest.
5. This strategy aims to improve the capacity of financial institutions to

manage and disclose climate change-related risks.

f. Design processes that promote low-carbon procurement and resilience. For
example, consider the costs associated with climate change when bidding for
assets. Support industries are experiencing immediate crises and long-term
decarbonization (Farooque, 2021).

g. The food sector is a vital part of the economy, and its supply is essential for
the survival and growth of communities. A secure food supply is also critical
to economic stability and well-being. Food security is also likely a top priority
for governments as the crisis proceeds. During the recovery, food security is
expected to be a top government priority (Singh, 2020).

h. The agriculture sector faces various threats such as climate change and the spread
of diseases.Land-use change is consideredoneof themain factors that contribute
to deforestation. It is also responsible for the excessive use of fertilizer. The
intensification of agriculture can also contribute to the spread of pathogens
across species. It can also cause biodiversity losses and increase the risk of
human diseases. Expanding agricultural areas near wilderness areas can also
increase the chances of zoonotic transmission of pathogens (López-Lozano &
Baruth, 2019).

i. In 2019, farmers in 53 countries received support from their governments.
These policies were focused on supporting rural businesses and ensuring that
they could maintain their profitability and minimize supply disruptions. As the
climate change impacts intensify, there is a need to reform the most harmful
and distortive policies, such as production and environmental regulation. These
regulations could prevent food systems from transitioning to sustainable prac-
tices. Through training and investments, farmers can transition to a sustainable
agriculture practice (Gholipour, 2019).

j. While it is possible to get enough protein without increasing greenhouse gas
emissions, policies that promote low-carbon food choices can also help. Patterns
of food consumption can help achieve climate mitigation goals and improve
health and well-being. A variety of measures can be used to achieve these
goals, such as education and public communication campaigns. Food stamps
and increased subsidies can also improve access to healthy food for low-income
individuals (Soonsawad et al., 2022).
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The Financial Investment for Low-Carbon Emission
and Resilience for Energy Conservation

The stimulus package can help accelerate the transition to a climate-resilient elec-
tricity supply system while creating jobs (Singh & Das, 2018). While widespread
solar and wind energy deployment is necessary, other forms of energy efficiency are
also needed (Ohene-Asare et al., 2020). The energy stimulus measures proposed to
boost energy consumption will have to consider all these changes while establishing
a robust global energy system. The low oil and gas prices have caused energy effi-
ciency and renewable incentives to decline (Ratner, 2020). This decline in financial
influx for the energy sector is expected to accelerate and force less money invested
in the renewable energy domain. The stimulus measures needed to boost energy
efficiency and renewable energy are critical to a sustainable recovery. Aside from
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, these stimulus packages can also help boost the
decarbonization of the energy system (Simons, 2019). Aside from reducing green-
house gas emissions, these programs can also benefit communities by increasing
electricity access and reducing dependence on fossil fuels.

Energy efficiency is a vital component of a green recovery package, as it often
requires the involvement of millions of people. In the U.S. and Europe, it is employed
by over 3.3 million individuals. Having the right resources and structures in place
can help improve the power system’s resilience and deliver various well-being bene-
fits. Beyond power, energy efficiency is also a key target for the building sector.
Aside from reducing greenhouse gas emissions, energy efficiency can also help lower
the cost of energy and boost the economy (Ratner, 2020). While it may seem like
a win–win situation for the environment, the potential impact of electric vehicle
electrification on greenhouse gas emissions is still unknown.

Challenges to scaling up distributed energy resources and energy conservation
during the recovery are often small-scale projects with potential liquidity constraints.
Governments could leverage their existing resources and create a pipeline of shovel-
ready projects that can be scaled up in the short term through existing programs.
Aside from infrastructure projects, stimulus packages can also include training to
improve people’s skills in the power and energy sectors (Xie & Zhou, 2021). This
can consist of the deployment of smart grids and electric storage technologies. These
could help improve the coordination of the various components of the energy supply
chain. New technologies such as carbon capture and storage are also needed to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

Energy Efficiency and Resiliency for Sustainable Cities

The COVID-19 crisis highlighted various shortcomings in the housing sector and
the social inequality it has caused. Situations where housing quality makes it more



3 Taking Steps to Help the Phoenix Rise … 45

challenging to live comfortably, have become more visible. Buildings are respon-
sible for 30% of global greenhouse gas emissions. Facilities are responsible for more
than 30% of global greenhouse gas emissions. They use energy inefficiently and
are often built to last (Ruiz Estrada, 2021). There is a strong need for both new
and existing buildings to be energy efficient to meet the Paris Agreement’s goals.
Despite the benefits of building efficiency, many barriers remain. According to the
International Finance Corporation, the cost of green buildings is equivalent to USD
1 trillion annually. While different country contexts may require different types of
investments, policies and financingmodels are often key factors that hold back accel-
erated investment (Shamsuddin, 2020). The stimulus packages could help accelerate
the deployment of massive retrofits to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from build-
ings. Various measures include tax breaks for energy efficiency and the scrapping
of inefficient household appliances. The experience gained from the 2008 financial
crisis has shown that these types of policies can stimulate private sector investment.

The COVID-19 pandemic could also contribute to the rise of demand for more
minor dense communities as people avoid living inmore densely populated areas. The
surge in demand for less dense housing could also affect efforts to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions (Jain et al., 2018). For instance, people may live in areas with higher
infection risk. Urbanization strategies that target areas that people want to live in can
help mitigate this trend and lower inequality (Mondal et al., 2017). Urban renewal
can help cities improve their resiliency to climate change impacts. Urban renewal
efforts should promote mixed-use development and enhance walking and cycling
accommodations.

Catalyzing the Smart Accessibility-Based Mobility

For the passenger transport sector, stimulus packages should promote the transition to
a low-carbon economy and investments in mobility. As governments consider long-
term support for the car industry, they should ensure that their approval is contingent
on the environmental improvements needed to make vehicles more energy efficient
(Bichara et al., 2021).While supporting the recovery of the car industry, governments
should also encourage the development of mobility systems that are designed to
accommodate people with limited mobility. One system that should be scrapped is
the lock-in of private vehicle ownership. This system would prevent people from
using low-occupancy vehicles and limit the transport sector’s emissions reduction
potential.

Despite the number of people who work in the car industry, investing in public
transport is still essential for mobility and jobs. However, governments need to
address new challenges, such as people who are reluctant to use mass transit. As
for the long term, governments can help improve public transport capacity and
reduce crowding by investing in infrastructure. Some cities, such as Los Angeles
and Reno, have already benefited from the drop in traffic during public transport
projects. Governments could also encourage more collaboration between businesses
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and public transport providers to make the most available transport capacity. While
electric vehicle charging is a crucial component for the development of public
transportation, it also comes with various costs.

As the economy begins to recover, it’s time to move beyond traditional modes of
transport and develop new ones that will create jobs and improve air quality. Around
150 cities have already started implementing emergencymeasures to create spaces for
more active transportation. These measures could help make the changes permanent
and promote more sustainable modes of transportation. Operational transportation
modes, such as bikes and electric scooters, are essential to prevent a significant shift
from public transport to cars. R&D support should develop new technologies that
make these transportation options more sustainable. Road configurations should also
accommodate the increasing number of freight movements in urban areas (Calvo-
Poyo et al., 2019). Doing so could helpminimize air pollution andmake the transition
to cleaner fleets easier (Das &Mondal, 2016). Supporting public and active transport
modes will also help improve the efficiency of implementing policies that support
the phasing out of fossil-fuel subsidies.

The Role of Digital Enterprises in Addressing the Challenges
of Smart Supply Chains Will Help Accelerate the Circular
Economy

The COVID-19 crisis highlighted the increasing complexity and global reach of
value chains. As firms seek to improve resilience, they should avoid making changes
that could inadvertently increase their environmental impacts. Recovery policies can
help firms improve resource efficiency (Geng, 2021). A vital part of global economic
activity is the production and shipping of raw materials and finished goods, a signif-
icant source of greenhouse gas emissions. Due to current trends, materials manage-
ment is expected to account for over 50% of global greenhouse gas emissions by
2060. Despite widespread efforts to promote recycling, the rate of recycled materials
worldwide has remained low.

The complexity of supply chains can create risks of disruption due to their
dependence on leanness and efficiency. The concentration of upstream actors can
also contribute to the risk of disruption. Reducing greenhouse gas emissions was
also beneficial for developed nations as it shifted some of these emissions to other
countries (Laubinger et al., 2020).

The complexity of supply chains alsomakes it hard to evaluate the risk of potential
disruption. If firms are planning on improving resilience by reducing their supply
chains, they should avoid increasing their environmental impacts. For instance, in
the OECD area, offshoring has led to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

The recovery measures announced by governments can help improve the effi-
ciency of supply chains and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. In circular value
chains, waste is diverted from landfills and used for remanufacturing recycling, and
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reuse. It can result in numerous benefits. The availability of remanufacturing and
recycling materials can also lead to expanding supply chains. The circular value
chains can also help minimize greenhouse gas emissions (“Response to the Call: Has
This Close Call Been a Wake-Up Call?”, 2021). They can also provide opportuni-
ties to shift consumption away from primary materials. Governments can stimulate
the uptake of the circular value chain through green procurement. It can involve
removing trade barriers, establishing a tender procedure, and removing landfill fees.

An increase in digital technology for supply chain management can help mini-
mize risks and improve resilience. It can also help companies identify and evaluate
opportunities for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The recovery from COVID-
19 provides governments with an opportunity to align their policies with environ-
mental objectives and disclose climate-related risks. Large firms can best utilize
this approach to avoid hampering their activities through administrative burden. On
the other hand, the digitalization of industrial processes can help improve produc-
tion efficiency. Governments can help accelerate the uptake of digital technology
by providing incentives and regulations. However, as automation becomes more
prevalent, it could require more active labor market management to maximize the
benefits.

Conclusion

Regardless of how the crisis or its aftermath plays out, the rise of digital technology
will continue to transform howwe live and work. The increase of 5G and the Internet
of Things will create new opportunities to produce big data while also pushing the
envelope in terms of security and privacy. As firms consider the benefits of increasing
automation, they will also need to consider the impact on their operations and the
resiliency of their data flows. Following the COVID-19 crisis, governments will
have to re-evaluate their digital policies. They will also have to coordinate with their
international partners.
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