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Abstract It is recognized that lactic acid bacteria (LAB) provide a wide range of
benefits primarily in host health and food, which is why they are considered to be
probiotics; i.e., living microorganisms that administered in adequate amounts confer
benefits on the host health. The most representative probiotic strains of LAB include
members of the genus Pediococcus, Lactobacillus, Bifidobacterium, and Enterococ-
cus. In terms of benefits, it has become evident that the consumption of probiotics
has been shown to be useful in treating various clinical conditions ranging from
childhood diarrhea, antibiotic-associated diarrhea, relapse of Clostridium difficile
colitis, Helicobacter pylori infections, inflammatory bowel disease leading to cancer
and urogenital infections. Other beneficial effects of probiotics include increasing
nutrient utilization, lowering serum cholesterol, improving lactose intolerance, and
decreasing antibiotic use. Its hypocholesterolemic, antimutagenic, antiosteoporotic,
antihypertensive, and immunomodulatory effects have also been recognized. This
chapter will describe the generalities of probiotics, the main metabolites by which
they exert a beneficial effect, as well as the mechanisms by which they protect
against various diseases.
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6.1 Introduction

The intestinal microbiota forms a relatively stable and highly diverse ecosystem that
is increasingly being recognized for its impact on human health. Deviation from its
normal structure is often related to systemic and localized diseases. Modulation of
the intestinal microbiota could be helpful to improve health and could be achieved
through different nutritional concepts, ranging from food-specific ingredients to
complex diets or by ingestion of special living microorganisms such as probiotics.

Probiotics are defined as “living microorganisms which, when administered in
appropriate dosage, provide health benefits to the host.” In the last decades the
contribution to the modulation of respiratory, gastrointestinal, and immunological
functions that probiotics have has begun to be fully appreciated and scientifically
evaluated. To this day, most commercially available probiotics are lactic acid
bacteria (LAB), especially those of the genus Lactobacillus, but also bifidobacteria.
A much smaller number of bacteria of the genus Lactococcus, Leuconostoc,
Pediococcus, Streptococcus, and Enterococcus are also used as probiotics.

It has been identified that the foods and beverages in which a fermentation
process has been carried out contain various nutritional and therapeutic properties;
in this sense, fermented products such as milk are benefited by LAB since they give
them positive health effects. Such foods, beverages, and powders are highly accept-
able to consumers due to their high nutritional values and flavors. Potential health
benefits of fermented milk include anti-tumor and antimutagenic activity, reduction
of serum cholesterol levels, and prevention of gastrointestinal diseases. Probiotics
are commonly used for their gastrointestinal effects, of which the best demonstrated
clinical benefits of probiotics are the treatment and prevention of antibiotic-related
diarrhea; their use can also be extended to oral, skin, and vaginal health, as well as
treatment for liver disorders, allergies, and metabolic diseases. Some examples of the
health benefits of probiotics are shown in Table 6.1.

Normally, probiotics first colonize the intestinal tract and then strengthen host
defense systems by inducing a generalized immune response from the mucosa,
including dendritic cell modulation/interaction with natural killer cells, a balanced
auxiliary T-lymphocyte response, polymeric immunoglobulin A (IgA) secretion,
and self-limiting inflammatory response. Many studies have shown that LABs,
mainly Lactobacillus, as well as Bifidobacterium and its fermentation products,

Table 6.1 Examples of beneficial effects provided by LAB used as probiotics (Mozzi 2016)

Health beneficial effect Related LAB

Antidiarrheal Lactobacillus acidophilus

Anti-cancer effects Lactobacillus paracasei

Anti-tumor activity Lactobacillus reuteri

Antimutagenic activity Lactobacillus casei

Prevention of gastrointestinal infections Lactobacillus plantarum

Decrease in serum cholesterol Lactobacillus rhamnosus

Modulation of the immune response Lactobacillus delbrueckii subspecies lactis
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could improve innate and acquired immunity, alleviate allergies, prevent lesions in
the gastric mucosa, and create a defense against intestinal infections. In addition,
probiotic LABs are distinguished by being functional foods because they contain
specific characteristics in order to potentially prevent or treat a variety of intestinal
diseases including constipation, colon cancer, and inflammatory bowel disease
(Mozzi 2016).

6.2 LABs as Probiotics

It is recognized that LABs provide a wide range of benefits primarily in host health
and food, which is why they are considered probiotics. The most representative
probiotic strains of LAB include members of the genus Pediococcus, Lactobacillus,
Bifidobacterium, and Enterococcus (Buntin et al. 2008).

6.3 Generalities of LAB

Lactic acid bacteria (LAB) have been used since ancient times for the fermentation
of various foods and is one of the oldest methods used to preserve food. The use of
LAB dates back to 6000 B.C., with fermentation specifications in dairy products and
300 B.C. plants and 1500 B.C. meat. The conventional or typical LABs are positive
Gram, immobile, negative catalase, non-spore formers, devoid of cytochromes,
bacilli, or aerotolerant anaerobic coconuts, which are acid-resistant and generate
lactic acid as the main final product of carbohydrate fermentation.

LABs can be located in any product, such as fermented foods and plants, and
ecosystem and on the mucosal surfaces of the human body. Plants are preferred as a
source for the isolation of LABs because of their metabolic activities and because of
their specific flavor-forming properties. Each specific plant species provides a
unique environment according to the competitiveness of microorganisms, natural
plant antagonists, as well as the type, accessibility, and concentration of the substrate
in various physical factors. These conditions allow the development and growth of a
typical epiphytic microflora through which a population emerges and a series of
fermentative processes begin after the plant material is prepared for fermentation.
Strains derived from lactobacteria have demonstrated tolerance to high salt and pH
concentrations, a high level of stress resistance compared to those from milk, and the
ability to ferment various types of carbohydrates. Likewise, no really significant
differences were observed in fermentation characteristics and enzyme profiles, such
as peptidases, phosphatases, and lipases, needed to acquire various fermented dairy
products from commercial lactobacteria plants and strains (Venugopalan and Dinesh
2010).

LABs have a general condition recognized as safe. They are very important
within the dairy industry and are necessary for the production of several new and
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traditional dairy products. LABs (Lactobacillus, Lactococcus, Leuconostoc, Entero-
coccus, Streptococcus, and Pediococcus) are known to have probiotic activity,
which beneficially influences diseases of the gastrointestinal tract (Benyacoub
et al. 2005). In addition to probiotic activity, recent research has shown their ability
to produce different biologically active metabolites (lactic acid, y-aminobutyric acid,
conjugated linoleic acid, bacteriocin and reutericycline, bioactive peptides, and
exopolysaccharides). Food products supplemented with strains of LAB which con-
tain probiotic properties (various biological activities) are functional foods with
indisputable benefits for human health (Randazzo et al. 2016).

Phylogenetically, only bacteria called lactic acid bacteria (Holzapfel 2014) are
within the order of Lactobacillales although some genera are more distant, they share
similar physiological characteristics. Bifidobacteria and some Bacilli of the order
Bacillales are examples of bacteria considered with similarities but these are not
lactic acid bacteria. Bifidobacteria belonging to another phylum have frequently
been considered as LAB.

However, the metabolism of LABs is different and unique and they do not share
any genetic relationship. Similarly, some Bacilli, such as Bacillus coagulans, are
used to generate lactic acid as the only fermentation product from pentoses and
hexoses (Pleissner et al. 2016). However, in this case the metabolism is also
different.

The strong adaptation of LABs to nutrient-rich niches, such as meat, fruit, or
milk, leads to a truly significant reduction in their metabolic capacities. They are
classified as nuisance microorganisms because they depend on external or exoge-
nous sources for vitamins, precursor nucleic acids, and amino acids. This is an
obvious disadvantage for its production in a chemical industry, since the necessary
components are very expensive and in general, it is very complicated to carry out the
purification of the products from the growing medium. These microorganisms have a
quite efficient metabolism with only a few defined products and high flows. More-
over, this efficiency, which is thanks to adaptation, is reflected in their genomes.

6.4 Genome of Lactic Acid Bacteria: Low Redundancy

LAB have small genomes, ranging from 2.0 megabases (Mb) to 3.4 megabases
(Holzapfel 2014). However, its genetic diversity is impressive despite the narrow
functional definition (Sun et al. 2015). The historical definition of LAB is based on a
comparable metabolism of carbohydrates (lactic acid production). In fact, the central
genome of 213 Lactobacilli strains and closely associated species comprise
73 genes, none of which is related to carbohydrate metabolism (typically the LAB
genome encompasses 1300-3000 genes and most of which have between 2000 and
2500) (Holzapfel 2014). On the other hand, pangenome has more than 44,000 gene
families. 48 members of 133 known families of glycosyl hydrolases have been
found, which at present have not been recognized for their biotechnological potential
(Sun et al. 2015). The detailed analysis of the evolution of the central metabolism of
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carbon exposes an incredibly complex relationship between a large number of lactic
acid bacteria (Salvetti et al. 2013), but it also exposes a great diversity based on the
environment in which they are found. The process of reductive evolution was a
consequence of the adaptation of LABs to nutrient-rich habitats, which led to the
simplification of their metabolism through the accumulation of multiple auxotrophs
(Makarova et al. 2006). Immediate adaptation to its environmental niche also
requires less redundancy and less high level genetic control systems compared to
other organisms, which makes it easier to have control of its metabolism. A
correlation has been suggested between the reduced size of the genome and two
components of the signal transduction system involved in stress signaling (Zufiga
et al. 2011).

6.5 Carbon Metabolism in LABs

The fermentation pathways of LAB are not favorable for obtaining energy (one or
two ATP molecules per sugar molecule), which are mitigated by high conversion
rates, therefore, the overall biomass gain is not high. In addition, the biosynthetic
pathways and central carbon metabolism required for cell growth are highly
decoupled in LABs because they adapt to nutrient-rich niches. These niches make
it easier for bacteria to occupy several building cell structures, rather than synthe-
sizing them from carbon sources. As a consequence of the aforementioned, energy is
obtained from carbon sources but is inefficient. This is why, huge amounts of sugar
are fermented and not much of the sugar is lost for biomass generation. This
combination results in optimal yields during the fermentation process, making
them interesting for the industrial area, and some applications have already been
suggested.

It should be noted that LABAs are classified into three groups: obligate
homolactic fermenters (lactic acid as the sole fermentation product); obligate
heterolactic fermentation organisms; and obligate heterolactic fermenters (which
generate lactic acid, CO,, and ethanol/acetate) (Géanzle 2015). In general, ATP is
earned when sugar is oxidized to pyruvate. To reduce pyruvate, it is necessary to
close the balance through the removal of electrons. The direct reduction of pyruvate
produces lactic acid, which is a product of industrial importance and there are
various processes for its formation, based on the diversity of LAB (Hofvendahl,
and Hahn-Higerdal 2000).

Another important aspect is the ability of many LABs to make use of various
pentoses and hexoses, which makes it the perfect starting condition to take advan-
tage of lignocellulosic sugars. Such sugars are the most abundant renewable
resources on our planet and have been researched as the oil of the future (Abdel-
rahman et al. 2011; Boguta et al. 2014).

A particularly interesting feature of LAB’s carbon metabolism is the flexibility of
electron acceptors to carry out metabolism. Commonly, electron acceptors incorpo-
rate a significant variety to the configuration of metabolism. One of the fundamental
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electron acceptors is oxygen, but sometimes there is no presence of oxygen and
replaces it with pyruvate. If oxygen is present, it is reduced to water without any
energy conservation. Glycerol or fructose are compounds that accept other mole-
cules that benefit the chemical industry: many heterofermentative LABs have the
ability to grow in the presence of fructose, and that on the one hand fructose itself is
used as a carbon source and is reduced to mannitol on the other hand. For the
production of biomass and energy gain, growth in the presence of glucose is used,
with fructose as an electron acceptor (Tyler et al. 2016). But, when both carbon
sources are present, microorganisms use glycerol as an electron acceptor, which
significantly increases the efficiency of sugar energy production, and this transforms
glycerol to 1,3-propanediol with high efficiency (Pfliigl et al. 2014). The first step in
the use of glycerol as an electron sink is the redox-neutral action of glycerol
dehydrate, generating 3-hydroxypropionaldehyde by dehydration. The second step
is the reduction of aldehyde. This is the actual reaction for electron dissipation.

It is important to mention that this and similar reactions (such as the conversion of
1,2-propanediol to propionaldehyde or 2,3-butanediol to 2-butanone (Ghiaci et al.
2014)) are not linked to either energy or redox metabolism. In nature, these ketone or
aldehyde intermediates never accumulate in cells that are growing due to their high
toxicity (Doleyres et al. 2005).

6.6 Search for New Probiotics

Among the characteristics that a microorganism must present for it to be considered
a probiotic is the ability to resist passage through the different parts of the gastro-
intestinal system since these microorganisms will interact with substances such as
bile acids and acid pH, as well as the ability to adhere to the intestinal mucosa as this
increases the benefits that these microorganisms provide to the body (Lee et al.
2008).

Probiotic microorganisms and LABs are generally associated with dairy foods;
however, some foods are developed every day and marketed as functional foods,
which contain probiotic microorganisms, which are generally added or
supplemented to the food to obtain the benefits of this type of microorganisms.
After dairy products, fruit or vegetable juices are the most technologically developed
foods in relation to probiotic microorganisms, mainly this interest is associated with
the potential to provide probiotic strains to people intolerant to lactose with reduced
cholesterol content, which makes it of interest to many regular consumers. As
mentioned above, fruits and vegetables are generally considered potential matrices
for containing probiotics because they are rich in nutrients such as vitamins, dietary
fiber, sugars, minerals, and polyphenolic compounds (antioxidants). Microorgan-
isms such as Lactobacillus rhamnosus, L. fermentum, L. reuteri, and L. plantarum
have been found in commercial fruit products containing a pH of 4.2 and stored
80 days at 4 °C; these strains showed resistance to storage, while the L. acidophilum
strain showed low resistance in the juice matrix. This shows that the acid pH of some
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fruit juices represents a technological change for the formulation of foods containing
LAB. Similarly, high levels of viable probiotic microorganism cells have been found
in fruit juices at levels between 10° and 10'° CFU/mL after 28—50 days of storage at
4 °C in carrot, peach, and orange juices, demonstrating that fruit juices are a good
matrix for delivering an adequate concentration of these microorganisms to con-
sumers without the use of dairy additives (Freitas et al. 2015).

During the process of deterioration of fresh meat a wide variety of LAB can also
be obtained; the main genera are Leuconostoc, Carnobacterium, Lactococcus,
Weissella, Enterococcus, and Lactobacillus. Species derived from this genus
(L. curvatus, L. algidus, L. fuchuensis, L. oligofermentans) are associated with
severe acidification, emission of unpleasant odors, among others (Pothakos et al.
2015). The main producer of organic acids, such as acetic acid, is the genus
Leuconostoc and is found mainly in all types of meat and meat packaging conditions
(Pothakos et al. 2015). They have also been obtained from the study of fermented
milk, where it has been found that they provide health benefits due to the metabolic
products generated by the biological activities of lactic acid bacteria (Dominguez
Gonzaleza et al. 2014).

LABs that perform the yogurt fermentation process can be produced in different
environments, especially in plant materials (de Almeida Junior et al. 2015). LAB
strains to generate prebiotic foods, which are inert substances that stimulate the
growth of probiotic organisms (Quigley 2012), are isolated from humans, since they
have a greater capacity to adhere to the intestinal wall and colonize it; but on the
other hand, also strains of animal origin can be used since they have positive effects
on the human organism (Ruiz et al. 2017). One of the reasons for the increased
consumption of fermented dairy products is that they contain probiotics and are
readily available on the market (Savadogo et al. 2006). In yogurt, the main species
are Streptococcus, such as S. lactis, S. cremoris (cheese, yogurt, butter) and
S. thermophilus in yogurt and cheese (Ramirez et al. 2011). Finally, some LAB
genera such as Lactobacillus, Bifidobacterium, and Pediococcus are commonly
found in the intestinal microbiota of mammals (Porto et al. 2017). They have also
been isolated from microbiota from freshwater fish, ocean or saltwater fish, as well as
from minimally processed aquatic products (Ghanbari et al. 2013). Benavides et al.
(2016) also isolated them from mature and immature subtropical fruits, such as
guava, berries, and other inflorescences.

6.7 Resistance of Probiotics to Food Processing: The Case
of High Hydrostatic Pressures

High hydrostatic pressures (HHP) technology has been used in food products that
contain lactic acid bacteria or probiotics, such as dairy products. However, one of the
main functions of high pressure as food treatment is the reduction of microbial load
in order to increase the shelf life of products, so there is no selectivity between the
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destruction of pathogens and probiotic bacteria. In this sense, some techniques have
been proposed that help these microorganisms to be used in foods treated with HHP.
For example, methods of attenuation of lactic acid bacteria have been proposed for
use as adjuvants in cheese making. Such is the case of Lactobacillus lactis spp. lactis
treated at 300 MPa and Lactobacillus casei spp. casei treated at 350 MPa, which can
be added to cheese during processing, which does not allow microorganisms to
produce acid during processing, but provide an extra contribution of enzymes that
accelerate the maturation of cheeses; likewise, the attenuation of Lactobacillus lactis
ssp. cremoris, treated at 200 MPa for 20 min at 20 °C, can be used in combination
with primary strains in the production of cheddar cheese, producing high levels of
free amino acids and accelerating secondary proteolysis in cheese (Juan et al. 2016).

The effect of HHP on products containing conventional probiotic microorgan-
isms has been widely studied. However, few studies have focused on the effects on
the microflora of final products in this type of dairy foods (i.e., yogurt). In the
processing of this type of products with HPP, it was found that 400 MPa was the
minimum pressure necessary to inactivate Lactobacillus delbrueckii sp. bulgaricus;
however, at these same conditions, Streptococcus thermophilus was resistant to
pressure, and during storage of yogurt after pressurization a decrease in the concen-
tration of the microorganism was observed, likewise, no acidification of the product
was observed during cold storage (Juan et al. 2016).

Within the probiotic microorganisms, some endospore-producing bacteria are
known (these forms of cell maintenance are very resistant to different environmental
conditions), which gives it a high survival capacity under different environmental
conditions. Thus, some bacteria belonging to the genus Bacillus sp. have been
classified as probiotic microorganisms with high potential for use in the food
industry.

Unlike lactic acid bacteria (LAB) used in dairy products such as those belonging
to the genera Lactobacillus sp., Streptococcus sp., among others, the genera Bacillus
sp. present a greater resistance to HHP processes. Bacterial spores require higher
pressures (>1200 MPa) to be inactivated; for this process of inactivation, or inhibi-
tion of the germination of bacterial spores to be carried out, a combination with
moderate heat pre-treatments or other treatments such as ultrasound is required. For
example, for the inactivation of Clostridium botulinum spore-forming bacteria, a
thermal process of 90-121 °C is required in conjunction with a pressure of
500-800 MPa (Rastogi and Shukla 2013).

Foods with high acidity content (low pH) are the best candidates for HHP
technology; however, their stability may be compromised because the treatment
does not destroy bacterial spores, so it will be necessary to establish coupled
processes to meet the requirement to eliminate spore-producing pathogens (Rastogi
and Shukla 2013). However, this same behavior can be used as a benefit to obtain
food containing spore-forming bacteria (SFB) and considered as probiotics. By not
destroying SFB with conventional high hydrostatic pressure (600 MPa), it is possible
to take advantage of this characteristic of microbial resistance and inoculate food
with a certain number of microorganisms, and in this way, it will be possible to
destroy the detrimental microorganisms of food and pathogens and maintain a
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minimum acceptable level of the content of spore-producing probiotics. Thus, food
containing probiotics can be obtained without compromising the safety and security
of the food.

An advantage of acidic foods treated with HHP is that the acid pH (<4.5) is that,
at this level of acidity, bacterial pathogen spores are not able to initiate growth. For
this reason, this food group represents the majority of the products on the market.

6.8 Probiotics as a Functional Food

Probiotics exert their effects by mechanisms still unclear; however, there are
hypotheses that explain how these microorganisms provide these benefits to the
host (O’Toole and Cooney 2008). The competition between probiotics and patho-
genic bacteria to colonize the gastrointestinal tract is one of the mechanisms of action
that probiotics exert to prevent harmful microorganisms from causing some pathol-
ogy adhering to the intestinal mucosa. This mechanism was tested with bacteria of
the genus Lactobacillus (plantarum and rhamnosus) as they showed the ability to
inhibit the adhesion of E. coli to the epithelium of the intestine (Mack et al. 1999).

Another possible mechanism is the secretion of antimicrobial substances that
keep the intestinal microbiota in balance (Rolfe 2000). One of the substances
secreted by these microorganisms are bacteriocins, in addition to other substances
such as hydrogen peroxide, diacetyl and short-chain acids burn to be secreted by
probiotics, modifying the intestinal microbiota for a proper balance. Probiotics also
improve the immune response by stimulating the secretion of a greater amount of
immunoglobulins, especially the IgA type (Link-Anster et al. 1994), natural killer
cells, and the phagocytic action of macrophages, since through this increase in cells
defending the immune system can inhibit the gastrointestinal tract colonization by
pathogenic bacteria, thus benefiting the composition of the microbiota (Fuller and
Gibson 1997). Probiotics also compete with pathogenic microorganisms for nutri-
ents (Vandenplas and Benninga 2009), as in the case of Clostridium difficile which
needs carbohydrates for its growth and colonization; this is where probiotics act
using the largest amount of monosaccharides leaving this and many pathogens
without nutrients (Wilson and Perini 1988) thus avoiding the incidence of diseases
caused by the spread and colonization of pathogens.

6.9 Metabolites Produced by Probiotics

Probiotics are commonly used in foods and also act as preservatives and enhancers
of texture, flavor, and odor. These properties result from the ability of these bacteria
to produce different types of sugars and metabolites such as ethanol, organic acids
(lactic, acetic), diacetyl, acetone, exopolysaccharide, specific proteases, and bacte-
riocins (Porto et al. 2017).
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6.9.1 Polysaccharides

Some probiotics have the ability to synthesize glycosidic polymers. Usually, such
molecules are secreted and can be kept covalently attached to the cell surface,
typically in a capsule form; released into the environment; or remain slightly
attached to the surface (Kumar et al. 2007; Viana de Souza and Silva Dias 2017).
Probiotics belonging to the genera Lactococcus, Lactobacillus, Enterococcus,
Leuconostoc, Oenococcus, Pediococcus, Weissella, and Streptococcus have been
identified as producers of exopolysaccharides (EPS) (Amari et al. 2013).

The EPS obtained by these bacteria can be different in: (1) composition, since
they have different monosaccharides attached by different types of bonds; (2) molec-
ular weight; (3) structure, since they contain several degrees and types of branching;
and (4) overall structural conformation.

The role of EPS in food is determined by the characteristics mentioned above, as
well as the concentration of polymeric compounds and their way of interacting with
food matrices. Taking into account its composition, the EPS are classified into:
(1) homopolysaccharides (HoPS), consisting of monosaccharides of a single type or
(2) heteropolysaccharides (HePS), consisting of monosaccharides of two or more
types. Based on the different links that it contains and the carbon involved in the link,
HoPS are separated into four groups: a-d-glucans, f-D-glucans, -D-fructans, and
others (i.e., polygalactans) (Pérez-Ramos et al. 2015).

The interest in EPS has increased over the years because of the diversity gener-
ated by probiotics. The isolated forms of EPS are not yet used industrially because
the prices of polysaccharides of bacteria are high compared to polysaccharides
isolated from plants, animal sources (pectin, alginate, galactomannan, starch,
among others), and algae (Zannini et al. 2016). However, EPS produced by LABs
are industrially used as stabilizers, thickeners, emulsifiers, viscous agents, gelling
agents, and water-binding agents.

Despite the above, in many food industries, the production of EPS by LABs with
probiotic attributes is carried out by in situ fermentation and this is decisive in the
organoleptic characteristics that it presents as they influence the consistency and
rheology of fermented products (Notararigo et al. 2013), so they are used as
viscosifiers, stabilizers, emulsifiers, or gelling agents (Viana de Souza and Silva
Dias 2017). EPS also contribute to water retention in certain products such as cheese,
which benefits the product in texture and calorie reduction (da Silva Ferrari et al.
2016). In addition, some EPS have anticholesterolemic and anti-tumor activity. They
have the capacity to decrease the formation of biofilms by pathogens and the
produced f-glucans have immunomodulatory, antitumorigenic, antiviral, and
antiulcerous activities (Notararigo et al. 2014; Nwodo et al. 2012). In addition,
they can also act as prebiotics by increasing the growth of beneficial microorganisms
(de Moreno de LeBlanc et al. 2018).

It is evident that EPS synthesized by LABs have greater potential for the
production of cereal and dairy products (Badel et al. 2011). Table 6.2 shows a list
of LABs, the EPSs they produce and the foods in which they are found.
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Table 6.2 Exopolysaccharides produced by probiotics in foods (Zarour et al. 2017)

Food Microorganisms Exopolysaccharide
Cheese Lactobacillus casei, Lactobacillus helveticus, Heteropolysaccharides
L. delbrueckii subspecies bulgaricus, L. citreum, Inulin

L. johnsonii, L. reuteri, Streptococcus mutans

Yogurt Lactobacillus delbrueckii subspecies bulgaricus, Heteropolysaccharides
L. mucosae, L. johnsonii, L. reuteri, Leuconostoc citreum, | Inulin
Streptococcus thermophiles, S. mutans

Kefir Lactobacillus kefiranofaciens, Lactococcus lactis ssp. Kefiran
cremoris, L. lactis ssp. lactis, Leuconostoc mesenteroides,
S. thermophilus

Bakery Lactobacillus reuteri, Lactobacillus buchneri, L. citreum, Reuteran
products | L. mesenteroides, S. mutans, Weissella cibaria, W. confusa | Dextran
Heteropolysaccharide

6.9.2 Aromatic Compounds

Some probiotics enhance the organoleptic characteristics of fermented foods by
producing various compounds that are involved in the formation of other aromas
and flavors. They can influence cheese maturation by transforming milk components
into aromatic and flavored compounds through the metabolism of carbohydrates,
proteins, citrate, and milk lipids.

The aroma formed in fermented foods is due to the action of lysed and intact
LABs. Cytoplasmic enzymes are released during cell lysis, which continue their
activity even outside the cell, producing metabolites in the fermented food matrix
(Lortal and Chapot-Chartier 2005). Different amino acids are presented in food
matrices or can be obtained in proteolysis, their catabolism also results in the
synthesis of aromatic compounds. Isoleucine, leucine, and valine (branched-chain
amino acids) give sweet and fruity flavors; phenylalanine, tryptophan, and tyrosine
(aromatic amino acids) through catabolism generate floral flavors; aspartate is
catabolized into butter flavors; and cysteine and methionine (sulfur amino acids)
are metabolized into compounds flavored with meat, garlic, and boiled cabbage
(Ardo 2006). Through citrate metabolism, LABs also generate aromatic compounds.

6.9.3 Aromatic Compounds with Four Carbons

Few probiotics generate aromatic four-carbon compounds from citrate such as
L. lactis subspecies lactis biovar. diacetylactis (L. diacetylactis) (Hugenholtz
1993), some from Leuconostoc (Hemme and Foucaud-Scheunemann 2004), Lacto-
bacillus plantarum (Minervini et al. 2010), a few of Enterococcus (Martino et al.
2016), Oenococcus oeni (Bartowsky and Henschke 2004), and Weissella
paramesenteroides (Garcia-Quintans et al. 2008).
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Citric acid is an organic acid present in fermentable food products, such as
vegetables, fruits, fruit juice, cheese, and milk. Under acidic and anaerobic condi-
tions, bacteria have the ability to metabolize citrate through the pyruvate pathway to
produce aromatic four-carbon compounds such as acetoin, diacetyl, ethanol, and
2,3-butanediol (Smid and Kleerebezem 2014). The Leuconostoc and L. diacetylactis
species are the main citrate fermenting bacteria found in milk starters (Drider et al.
2004).

The efficiency of the synthetic routes of diacetyl will depend on the activity of the
enzymes responsible for transforming citrate to pyruvate, and the concentration
gradient is influenced by the rate of citrate disappearance in an intracellular medium
(Lagtitia et al. 2014). Most of the pyruvate generated is converted to lactate by the
action of the enzyme lactate dehydrogenase (LDH) (Ko et al. 2016).

6.9.4 Antimicrobial Compounds

LABs have been shown to produce antimicrobial compounds as a form of defense
against pathogens, thus protecting food from spoilage. LABs generate a variety of
compounds, such as organic acids (acetic acid and lactic acid), hydrogen peroxide,
diacetyl, bacteriocins, and bactericidal proteins, all of which have bacteriostatic or
antibacterial properties. These metabolic products have the function of extending the
shelf life and inhibiting the growth of pathogenic microorganisms in the food,
additionally also positively impacting the color, taste, smell, and texture of the food.

There is some concern about manufacturing processes involving heat treatment
(sterilization, heating, and pasteurization), dehydration, acidification, and the addi-
tion of preservatives (nitrite, antibiotics, and sulfur dioxide) and organic compounds
such as sorbate, benzoate, acetate, lactate, and propionate. Although the above
procedures are generally effective, there is growing public demand for naturally
occurring and microbiologically safe products that give consumers positive health
effects (Zacharof and Lovitt 2012). Consequently, bacteriocins are becoming
increasingly interesting as they can be found in natural sources and contribute to
food safety (Yang et al. 2014).

6.9.5 Bacteriocins

Bacteriocins are defined as ribosomally synthesized antimicrobial peptides and are
commonly used as preservatives in foods (Chikindas et al. 2018) because they
inhibit or annihilate other microorganisms that are closely related to the producer,
without harming the harmless microbiota (Cotter et al. 2013). There is a greater
amount and structural variability of bacteriocins produced by Gram-positive bacteria
compared to those obtained from Gram-negative bacteria. LABs are a group of
gram-positive bacteria identified with a high potential to generate bacteriocins. Most
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LAB bacteriocins are non-toxic to eukaryotic cells and are activated in the
nanomolar range (Messaoudi et al. 2013).

Bacteriocins cause cell death in bacteria at much lower concentrations compared
to antimicrobial peptides in prokaryotic cells, and this is probably because bacterio-
cins interact with specific receptors in target cells. Therefore, interest in its potential
use in food products has increased. Bacteriocins are inactivated by the action of
digestive proteases, which causes them to have a minimal effect on the intestinal
microbiota, a property that supports their use as food preservatives. Some of its
characteristics are that they are heat and pH tolerant, have not been related to
antibiotic resistance, and are usually encoded by genes that are located in a plasmid,
which facilitates genetic manipulation (Gélvez et al. 2007). Bacteriocins may act as
bacteriostatic or bactericidal. Their action will depend on various factors such as, for
example, the dose of bacteriocin and the degree of purification and experimental
conditions such as pH, temperature, or the existence of agents that modify the
integrity of the cell wall (Juodeikiene et al. 2002).

The incorporation of bacteriocins for food preservation could have several
advantages: (1) to minimize the risk of diseases caused by pathogens present in
foods such as food poisoning; (2) to provide extra protection during excessive
temperature conditions and to decrease the use of chemical preservatives; (3) to
extend the shelf life of food products; (4) to allow lower intensity physical treat-
ments, thereby preserving nutrients, organoleptic properties of foods, and vitamins,
as well as lowering processing costs; (5) to reduce waste due to food spoilage; and
(6) to provide alternative preservation barriers to “novel” foods in the hope of
meeting consumer demands for safe, ready-to-eat, fresh-tasting, minimally
processed foods (Messaoudi et al. 2013).

Most LAB produce bacteriocins, such as Lactococcus, Streptococcus, Lactoba-
cillus, Pediococcus, Leuconostoc, Enterococcus, Carnobacterium, Aerococcus,
Oenococcus, Tetragenococcus, Vagoccus, and Weissella (Ananou et al. 2007;
Galvez et al. 2007; Galvez et al. 2008; Leistner and Gorris 1995; Oliveira et al.
2008); however, only bacteriocin obtained from Lactococcus lactis, named nisin,
which has been approved by the FDA (Sobrino-Lépez and Martin-Belloso 2008;
Zacharof and Lovitt 2014), is commercially permitted, so research on new bacterio-
cins is of paramount importance, given the benefits they bring.

6.9.6 Hydrogen Peroxide (H50,)

Some LABs contain flavoprotein oxidases, which gives them the ability to produce
and accumulate H,O, in the presence of molecular oxygen. This compound has
bactericidal and sporicidal action, due to its strong oxidizing effect, which is
generated by the tendency of H,O, to form highly reactive metabolites, such as
hydroxyl and superoxide radicals, to which damage to membrane lipids, DNA, and
other essential cellular compounds is attributed (Holzapfel et al. 2003).
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A food product in which H,O; has great importance is in raw milk, since H,O,
exerts its characteristic bactericidal and sporicidal action, which benefits this product
by extending its shelf life. These antagonistic actions are easier to perform in raw
milk because it has the enzyme lactoperoxidase that has the function of catalyzing
the oxidation of thiocyanate inherent in the presence of H,0,, obtaining from this
reaction a compound capable of producing the desired effect. Therefore, in places
without optimal refrigeration equipment, milk or cheese is stored by adding H,O,
(Martin et al. 2014). However, the addition of H,O, is not allowed in the USA and
several places around the world, with the exception of certain applications in cheese,
mainly because this compound can cause gastrointestinal problems, the degradation
of vitamins (folic acid) and certain essential amino acids (methionine) (Antelmann
and Helmann 2011; Rutala and Weber 2008).

H,O, has the advantage of having a broad spectrum of inhibition since it acts
against viruses, bacteria, yeasts, and bacterial spores, having antagonistic effect on
Gram-positive and Gram-negative bacteria (Viana de Souza and Silva Dias 2017),
which is used in the food industry using this compound during bottling, transport and
packaging (Imlay 2003).

6.9.7 Diacetyl

Diacetyl is obtained through citrate metabolism in which LABs such as Lactococcus
lactis subsp. lactis biovar diacetylactis, Leuconostoc spp., Lactobacillus paracasei,
and Lactobacillus rhamnosus are involved. Its obtained form is non-enzymatic, by
means of the oxidative reaction of the acetate, which originated from pyruvate (Diaz-
Muiliz et al. 2006; Hugenholtz 1993; Tamang et al. 2015).

In its pure form, diacetyl is a yellow liquid with a strong butter aroma (Starek-
Swiechowicz and Starek 2014). It is used in products such as wine, dairy products,
roasted coffee, and beer (Shibamoto 2014). Because of its characteristic aroma and
flavor, this compound is used in a variety of applications, such as microwave
popcorn (Brass and Palmer 2017). It is also used as an antagonist agent, by inhibiting
pathogenic microorganisms, generating this effect by having the ability to penetrate
bacterial membranes and interfere with the functions of essential metabolites. It is
known that the antagonistic effect caused by diacetyl is through the blocking of the
catalytic site of the enzymes responsible for the utilization of arginine, causing cells
to be unable to synthesize this essential protein (Hor and Liong 2014).

Microorganisms that inhibit diacetyl and have been reported are: Yersinia
enterocolitica, Aeromonas hydrophila, Escherichia coli, and Salmonella anatum
(Naidu 2000). According to Ferrari (2016), LABs isolated from goat’s milk have a
strong potential to produce this antimicrobial compound.
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6.9.8 Organic Acids

During the fermentation process, a wide variety of organic acids are produced: lactic
acid, acetic acid, succinic acid, propionic acid, formic acid, and butyric acid (Haller
et al. 2001; Ozcelik et al. 2016; Ross et al. 2002). The use of these acids is highly
regarded by the food industry for their ability to improve food quality and safety
(Hwanhlem et al. 2011). The antimicrobial effect that characterizes these acids is due
to their ability to reduce pH below the optimal growth range of various microorgan-
isms and to metabolic inhibition by undissociated organic acid molecules (Crowley
and Mahony 2013). The decrease in pH caused by organic acids also has the
objective of giving them greater liposolubility, allowing this to interfere with the
conservation of the potential of the cell membrane. As a result, the active transport is
inhibited, the cell membrane is crossed, and the cytoplasm is reached, thus causing
the reduction of intracellular pH and the inhibition of several metabolic functions in
the pathogenic microorganism (Haller et al. 2001; Ozcelik et al. 2016; Ross et al.
2002).

6.9.9 Lactic Acid

Lactic acid is mainly used in the pharmaceutical, chemical, cosmetic, and food
industries (Li et al. 2015). It can be obtained through fermentation or chemical
synthesis. However, 90% of this product is preferably produced worldwide by
bacterial fermentation (Vijayakumar et al. 2008). The identified LABs involved in
this process are those belonging to the genera Lactobacillus, Sporolactobacillus,
Enterococcus, Lactococcus, Bacillus, Streptococcus, Pediococcus, Leuconostoc,
and Bifidobacteria (Naidu 2000).

About 70% of the lactic acid produced is used in the food sector (Martinez et al.
2013). It is found naturally or as a fermentation product in: olives and pickled
vegetables, yogurt, butter and other fermented milk, fermented dough bread, and
other fermented products. It is also used as an acidulant, condiment, pH buffer of the
decomposition generated by bacteria of various processed products such as sweets,
bread and bakery products, non-alcoholic beverages, soups, sorbets, dairy products,
beer, jams and jellies, mayonnaise, processed eggs, among others (Datta and Henry
2006).

The mechanism used by lactic acid against pathogenic microorganisms focuses
on its ability to cross its cell membrane, resulting in intracellular pH reduction and
the failure of the transmembrane proton motive force. During the process, the acid
dissociation of the molecules is carried out, as well as the incorporation of a set of
factors that benefit in the antimicrobial capacity of the lactic acid like the accumu-
lation of toxic anions, the stress provoked in the cellular homeostasis, the inhibition
of the metabolic reactions and the inhibitory effect on the division that comes to
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cause the death of the microorganism (Smith et al. 1993; Pisoschi and Negulescu
2011).

LAB such as Lactobacillus and Bidifobacterium come to generate lactic acid and
has been observed the inhibition of this against Escherichia coli O157:H7 (Reis et al.
2012). It also has this effect against Salmonella typhimurium, Enterobacteriaceae,
Salmonella bareilly, and Listeria monocytogenes (Mani-Lépez et al. 2012; Naidu
2000), in addition to Mycobacterium tuberculosis, Bacillus coagulans, Yersinia
enterocolitica, Aeromonas hydrophila, Clostridium botulinum, Enterobacteriaceae,
Lactobacillaceae, Aspergillus sp., Pseudomonas fragi, Clostridium sporogenes,
Vibrio vulnificus, Helicobacter pylori, and Pseudomonas sp. (Naidu 2000).

Applications of lactic acid in non-food are in the production of plastics, dyes,
pesticides, synthetic polymers, glue (acetic acid), and even in the washing of corpses
(Reis et al. 2012).

6.9.10 Acetic Acid

Acetic acid is an another product derived from the fermentation of some substrates
by LAB. It is used in almost all countries as vinegar (Panda et al. 2016). It is used in
the food industry as an additive to control pH levels and improve taste (Supharoek
et al. 2017). As well as for the preservation of various foods, as this product has the
effect of inhibiting growth and reducing the viability of Gram-positive and Gram-
negative bacteria, yeasts, and fungi. It presents bacteriostatic activity at 0.2% and
bactericidal activity at 0.3% (Ray 2004), so it is said that acetic acid has a more lethal
effect against pathogenic microorganisms than lactic acid. Due to its pungent odor
and taste, the use of this product in food is limited (Erginkaya et al. 2014); for
example, in Canada it is only permissible to have a concentration of 4.1-12.3%
acetic acid in vinegar (Panda et al. 2016). Excessive consumption or application of
this organic acid is also not recommended, because its corrosive properties can cause
stomach diseases (Supharoek et al. 2017).

6.9.11 Proteolytic Capacity

LABs are commonly used as a source of carbon the sugars and citrate and as a source
of nitrogen the caseins. They are unable to synthesize several amino acids and have
to be able to degrade peptides and proteins in order to meet their amino acid
requirements.

One of the essential biochemical processes for obtaining fermented dairy prod-
ucts is the proteolysis that is involved in the organoleptic characteristics of the final
product (Chaves-Loépez et al. 2011). The proteolytic systems of the LABs are made
up of: (1) proteinases that hydrolyze caseins to originate peptides; (2) transport
systems to translocate peptides to the cytoplasm; and (3) peptidases that transform
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peptides into amino acids. For example, the taste of cheese during ripening is formed
by the action of L. lactis, this is mainly caused by the proteolysis of casein-
generating free amino acids, which behave as substrates for catabolic reactions
generating aromatic compounds (Smid and Kleerebezem 2014).

It is also known that proteolysis can activate bioactive peptides (Gobbetti et al.
2002), metabolites of great importance since they show a wide range of desirable
effects such as antimicrobial activity, antithrombotic antihypertensive, immunomod-
ulatory, etc. (de Moreno de LeBlanc et al. 2018). According to Pescuma et al. (2009)
this biochemical event has come to prevent and reduce frequent allergies in children
under 3 years because of poor digestion of milk proteins.

6.10 Beneficial Effects of Probiotics

6.10.1 Immunology

Probiotics can modulate the immune response in animals and humans not only at the
level of the intestinal mucosa, but also at the systemic level (Manzano et al. 2012).
The probiotic lactic acid bacteria (LAB) to modulate their actions through the
intestinal mucosal immune system must also interact with the normal intestinal
flora and the food that is ingested. The interaction of probiotics with intestinal
epithelial cells (enterocytes) generates cytokines and chemokines that initiate immu-
nomodulatory events. Several studies have shown that numerous lactobacilli can
alert the intestinal immune system and secondarily favor the rejection of potentially
harmful infectious microorganisms; this can be done through the production of
specific type A immunoglobulins (Kaila et al. 1992) or the activation of K cells
(“natural killer”) (Gill et al. 2001). Other immunomodulatory effects of these
probiotics derive from their ability to increase the phagocytic activity of intestinal
leukocytes, promote increased proliferation of B lymphocytes along with increased
secretion of immunoglubulins A and G, as well as stimulate cytosines such as
interleukin IL-2, IL-6, or tumor necrosis factor (TGB). The probiotics Lactobacillus
casei, L. rhamnosus, Bifidobacterium breve, Lactobacillus gasseri are some of the
examples studied to demonstrate this action, as well as the general activation of B
lymphocytes.

Given their immunomodulatory properties, the usefulness of probiotics in the
preventive or therapeutic management of inflammatory diseases is currently being
evaluated. The consumption of probiotics could have a positive effect on human
health in some situations that may alter the balance of the intestinal microbiota and
influence the immune response of the individual, such as feeding with infant
formulas, treatment with antibiotics, physiological changes related to aging, gastro-
intestinal diseases, and stress.

In summary, the different studies show the viability of using probiotics to
modulate the immune system, prevent infections, and control the inflammatory
process, but the results are diverse, so it is necessary to conduct research to reduce
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the gap between the differences found with factors such as: strain or species used,
dose of probiotic, supplementation time, and characteristics of the subjects studied.
This will allow comparisons to be made and conclusions to be drawn that will benefit
the therapeutic and preventive use of probiotics on the immune system.

Recently, the function of probiotics as modulators of the immune system has been
identified where mucosal immunity is of primary importance (Donkor et al. 2010;
Koninkx et al. 2010). The effects of probiotics on the immune system can be
classified into two major categories, involving the activation of cells of the innate
immune system, such as phagocytes and natural killer cells, and the inhibition of
abnormal immune responses. The former is expected to have an inhibitory effect
against infections and cancer, and the latter may have an inhibitory effect against
inflammatory bowel diseases, allergies, and autoimmune diseases (Chiba et al. 2010;
Rook and Brunet 2005).

6.10.2 Respiratory Infections

In many occasions, probiotics are used for the prevention of certain infections, such
is the case of respiratory infections, where a study carried out by Di Pierro et al.
(2014) demonstrated the beneficial effects they produce. The study included 61 chil-
dren diagnosed with recurrent oral streptococcal disorders, who were given the
S. salivarius K12 strain through a tablet. Only 30 children completed the test,
consuming the probiotic for 90 days in order to prevent tonsillitis. The results
showed a significant reduction in episodes of streptococcal pharyngeal infection
compared to the previous year’s infection rates. It should also be noted that the
product supplied was well tolerated and had no side effects.

Reported strains with the potential to reduce the load of pathogens in the
respiratory system are Lactobacillus and Bifidobacterium. Their mechanism is
linked to the action of immune cells such as natural killer and macrophages
(Hardy et al. 2013).

6.10.3 Diabetes

In diabetes mellitus, satisfactory results from the use of probiotics have been
perceived, since it has been observed, in experimentation with rats, that strains
such as Lactobacillus reuteri GMN-32 reduce blood glucose levels from 4480 to
3620 mg/L when applied at a concentration of 10’ CFU/d. In addition, the changes in
the heart that cause this disease were also reduced (Lin et al. 2014).

Most LABS, especially Lactobacillus species, have great antidiabetic potential. A
higher content of Lactobacillus acidophilus and Lactobacillus casei has been found
in fermented milk products such as Dahi, which improves hyperglycemia,
hyperinsulinemia, dyslipidemia and reduces oxidative stress in diabetic rats
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(Yadav et al. 2008). Lactobacillus casei has an important preventive effect against
diabetes, being tested in non-obese diabetic mice that elevates plasma glucose and
reduces plasma insulin levels due to the destruction of pancreatic cells f3.

6.10.4 Cancer

The use of probiotic therapy for treatment and prevention of cancer through
probiotics has increased the interest of clinical nutritionists, scientists, and industry
(Soa et al. 2017; Vafaeie 2016), as it has been recognized the beneficial effect they
come to generate against different types of cancer: colon and rectum, breast, blood,
cervical, prostate and bladder, skin, esophagus, liver, gallbladder, head, and neck
(Dasari et al. 2016). The advantage of probiotics over other cancer treatments is their
absence or minimal presence of side effects (Soa et al. 2017; Vafaeie 2016). Isolated
strains of fermented milk with antitumor activity are Bifidobacterium infantis,
B. bifidum, B. animalis, L. acidophilus, and L. paracasei. When studied on the
growth of a breast cell line it was demonstrated that the most effective species were
B. infantis and L. acidophilus (Biffi et al. 1997).

However, only the anti-cancer effect of LABs has been proven to be in vitro
studies (George Kerry et al. 2018), so it is necessary to apply the research carried out
to confirm this activity in humans.

6.11 The Role of Probiotics in Intestinal Diseases

6.11.1 Diseases Associated with Imbalances of the Intestinal
Microbiota

The intestine is formed by a complex microbial ecosystem that has specific and
protective metabolic functions (Parra 2012). The intestinal microbiota is the com-
munity of living microorganisms residing in the digestive tract (Icaza-Chavez 2013).
It is composed of microorganisms that are classified as pathogenic, neutral, or
beneficial to the host. This last group of bacteria is commonly included mainly in
dairy derivatives (Parra 2012). That is why it is essential for proper body growth, the
development of immunity and nutrition as it exercises nutritional, metabolic, and
protective functions that make it indispensable for the host while it delivers nutrients
and adequate conditions for growth (Morales and Brignardello 2010). The intestinal
microbiota participates mainly in multiple functions such as the metabolism of some
carbohydrates, specialization and activation of the immune system, regulation of
intestinal cell growth, and synthesis of certain vitamins (K and B). Some bacteria in
the intestinal microbiota have enzymes that are capable of digesting certain carbo-
hydrates that cannot otherwise be processed. More or less complex polysaccharides,
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such as those that make up insoluble dietary fiber, undergo fermentation processes
that give rise to products such as short-chain fatty acids, which have beneficial
effects on the metabolism of carbohydrates and cholesterol. This fermentation also
produces gases and flatulences with odors characteristic of feces.

Imbalances in their composition or a lack of microbial richness have been found
to be risk factors for certain pathologies such as obesity, diabetes, asthma, or some
types of cancer and may play an important role in others such as Parkinson’s or
autism (Séez 2015). Several acute diarrheal diseases are due to pathogens that
proliferate and have invasive characteristics or produce toxins. Diarrhea associated
with antibiotics is due to an imbalance in the composition of the intestinal flora with
the proliferation of pathogenic species, such as some strains of Clostridium difficile
that produce toxins that cause pseudomembranous colitis (Guarner 2007).

6.11.2 The Role of Probiotics in Colon Cancer

The colon is the first part of the large intestine that absorbs water and nutrients from
food and serves as a storage place for solid waste. Colon-rectal cancer develops in
the digestive system, which is the primary mechanism for food processing, energy
production, and solid waste disposal (Parra 2012). Currently experimental models
have shown that intestinal bacteria can play a role in the initiation of colon cancer
through the formation of carcinogenic products (Guarner 2007). The high number
and diversity of the human gut microflora are reflected in its wide and varied
metabolic capacity, especially in relation to the biotransformation of xenobiotics
and the synthesis and activation of carcinogens (Burns and Rowland 2003).

The molecular genetic defects that appear in human colorectal cancer are well
known, and appear to be a consequence of the genotoxicity of products generated in
light from the intestine. Epidemiological data suggest that environmental factors
such as diet play an important role in the development of colon cancer. Consumption
of animal fat and red meat, particularly processed meat, is associated with higher risk
(Guarner 2007). On the other hand, some probiotics are able, by mechanisms not
completely clarified, to degrade mutagenic substances present in the intestine
decreasing their genotoxicity, to bind to them (as to heterocyclic amines), to decrease
levels of enzymes (such as azoreductase, nitroreductase, B-glucuronidase,
B-glucosidase, and 7-a-dehydrolase) that can regenerate toxic substances that had
been detoxified in the liver and excreted for disposal (Wollowski et al. 2018).

Evidence from a wide range of sources supports the view that colonic microflora
intervenes in the etiology of cancer. It follows that modification of the intestinal
microflora would interfere with the carcinogenesis process, and this opens up the
possibility of dietary modifications to reduce the risk of colon cancer (Burns and
Rowland 2003).

This type of cancer is a major cause of death in the Western world. Approxi-
mately 70% of people with this type of cancer are associated with environmental
factors, probably mostly diet. Most colon cancers arise from polyps that begin to
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grow in the inner lining of the colon or rectum. In this regard, studies have shown
that fermented dairy products prevent rectal colon cancer (Parra 2012). Probiotic
lactic-acid bacteria have been shown to deactivate carcinogenic genotoxic sub-
stances. while in in vitro model systems they can prevent mutations. While in
in vivo colon tissues they can prevent DNA damage and stimulate protective
systems. These bacteria have potential as chemoprotective agents against genotoxic
chemicals and further research is needed to clarify and quantify their beneficial effect
on the prevention of colon cancer in humans (Wollowski et al. 2018). Other studies
indicate that probiotics would be useful in preventing colon cancer, through the
production of short-chain fatty acids, which acidify the environment (Parra 2012),
exert anti-inflammatory and apoptotic effects of cells that could become carcino-
genic associated with lower cancer risk.

6.12 Conclusion

The main application of these bacteria occurs in the fermentation process of food.
Due to the multiple metabolites they produce, probiotics have been a very effective
way for natural preservation. One of its applications are food additives that provide
flavors, odors, textures, and even nutritional value. They have long been used in
industrial applications mainly as starters for food fermentation, biocontrol agents, or
as probiotics. They are widely used by the chemical industry, due to the production
potential of polylactides as biodegradable plastic polymers and biocompatible deriv-
atives of petrochemical products. Several LAB strains have proven probiotic prop-
erties, and their biomass can be considered a high value product (Mazzoli et al.
2014).

Since LABs are also found within the gastrointestinal microbiota, they have the
ability to produce different substances to avoid some adverse effects produced by
some microorganisms, only by modifying their metabolism without destroying it
and thus their population is diminished. As mentioned before, LABs have a great
fermentative capacity of which organic acids are produced from simple carbohy-
drates, which determines an increase in intestinal acidity that limits the growth of
bacteria, especially Gram-negative bacteria. The function of LABs is very useful in
the food industry: the preservation of food by bacteriocins produced by Lactobacil-
lus has obtained successful results in meat foods, to control pathogenic microorgan-
isms that can cause alterations in food, such as Salmonella spp. and E. coli (Ruiz
et al. 2017).

Probiotics have a highly developed defense against stress factors; they can
survive in environments with a large number of changes or conditions. It is necessary
to know the response of these bacteria to stress conditions for a good selection of
them (D’Angelo et al. 2017) because their different applications depend on what
conditions they can be found, and through research, can be found more fields in
which can be used this large group of bacteria.
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