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A note on the Rajamrgarnka of Bhoja
published by the Adyar Library *

K. Madhava Krishna Kumar Sarma of the Adyar Library published (1940)
the “reconstructed” Sanskrit text of a calendrical work of Indian astronomy
under the title: the Rajamrganka of Bhoja. The published text comprises
two chapters: (1) Madhyamadhikara, dealing with the mean motion of the
planets in 34 stanzas, and (2) Spastadhikara, dealing with the true motion
of the planets in 52 stanzas. There are two additional stanzas bearing the
name of the astronomer Rama appended after the second chapter which for
obvious reason do not form part of the text. The text is followed by three
astronomical tables.

There is no chapter dealing with eclipses and the heliacal rising of the
planets, etc., and the book ends rather abruptly. The last stanza of the Raja-
mrganka, viz.,
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which Diksita quoted from a manuscript of that work consulted by him does
not occur in Sarma’s edition.! Three and a half other stanzas quoted by
Diksita from the same work do occur in his edition but there is remarkable

difference of reading as can be seen by comparison:?

Diksita’s version Sarma’s version
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* K. S. Shukla, Ganita, Vol. 5, No. 2 (1954), pp. 149-151.
1See Diksita, S. B., Bharatiya Jyotisasastra, Second edition (1931), p. 238.
2The difference in the numbering of the verses is also notable.
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Diksita’s version Sarma’s version

e T g B AT g
SRR 19 SroaraRERE 11991

TUTHHIY AT | HreT=reRitey AT |
= FE R = Ffrer eRTAr
FAGASIGOT 193l = T IS 119¢ 1

HEIRCEISECRE HEACRISECRIGE

SIS RISTAEE: 1124 1] TSRITHT SRR 11R% 11

Amaraja, son of Mahadeva, who lived at Anandapura about 150 years after
Bhoja, in his commentary on the Khandakhadyaka® of Brahmagupta, quotes
the following four passages from the Rajamyrganka but none of them occurs in
Sarma’s edition:
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The above-mentioned discrepancies in Sarma’s edition create strong suspi-
cion regarding its authenticity. There is reason to suspect that it is not the
original and full text of the Rajamrganka but an abridged edition of that work
by some later writer as is indicated by the second stanza of the first chapter
wherein the author says:

We give out the essence of the Rajamrganka for the computation
of the planets.*

3This commentary was edited by Babua Misra and published by the Calcutta University
in 1925.
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