
A note on the Rājamṛgāṅka of Bhoja
published by the Adyar Library ∗

K. Madhava Krishna Kumar Śarma of the Adyar Library published (1940)
the “reconstructed” Sanskrit text of a calendrical work of Indian astronomy
under the title: the Rājamṛgāṅka of Bhoja. The published text comprises
two chapters: (1) Madhyamādhikāra, dealing with the mean motion of the
planets in 34 stanzas, and (2) Spaṣṭādhikāra, dealing with the true motion
of the planets in 52 stanzas. There are two additional stanzas bearing the
name of the astronomer Rāma appended after the second chapter which for
obvious reason do not form part of the text. The text is followed by three
astronomical tables.
There is no chapter dealing with eclipses and the heliacal rising of the

planets, etc., and the book ends rather abruptly. The last stanza of the Rāja-
mṛgāṅka, viz.,

इؖुव࣮पࣆतवृڤव࣍ڤत -
पदेې٥न स٢ु࣎ ٠ना ।
Ψीभोजेन कृतं मृगाӀ -
करणं ԷोࣆतࣆवϳदЀ ΢ीतये ॥

which Dīkṣita quoted from a manuscript of that work consulted by him does
not occur in Śarma’s edition.1 Three and a half other stanzas quoted by
Dīkṣita from the same work do occur in his edition but there is remarkable
difference of reading as can be seen by comparison:2

Dīkṣita’s version Śarma’s version

नڤाΞीࣇ܄Ҕसंयुнाͯ नڤाࣇࡒيҔसंयुнाͯ
भजे׾ाΥाΥभानुࣉभः । भजे׾ाΥाΥभानुࣉभः ।
शाकाށानࣺवनं࠿ तु शकाށानवऀश࠿ͳ यͬ-
भाजकाՃेषमुृ؛जेͫ ॥१७॥ भाजकाُـमुृ؛जेͫ ॥१६॥

तयोरं޷ ा݆ंيशڙࣾ तयोरं޷ ࣻΜगुऀणतं
बीजं ࣽल݆ाࣺदकं पृथ͛ । दशभѱं ࣺवࣽलࣺ݆काः ।

* K. S. Shukla, Gaṇita, Vol. 5, No. 2 (1954), pp. 149–151.
1See Dīkṣita, S. B., Bhāratīya Jyotiṣaśāstra, Second edition (1931), p. 238.
2The difference in the numbering of the verses is also notable.
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Dīkṣita’s version Śarma’s version

भःࣉΝࣆ शरैभुϳवा ःै̶ڀ भःࣉΝࣆ शरैभुϳवा ःै̶ڀ
बाणै࣒ࣈ࠼थࣉभर࣏ࣉݎभः ॥१८॥ बाणै࣒ࣈ࠼थࣉभर࣏ࣉݎभः ॥१७॥

केनڙࣾ यमलेनैवं Ђޟाڙ यमाޟЂ गुऀणतं
गु؜मकЂࣅदषु Ζमाͫ । बीजा۠कЂࣅदषु Ζमाͫ ।
ंࡈ ̷शीΙे धरासूनौ ंࡈ ̷शीΙे धरासूनौ
सूयϵपुΜऽेपरेࠗृणʹ ॥१९॥ मۘे पाते परेࠗृणʹ ॥१८॥

शकः पօाआނवेदोनः शकाृرताआނवेदोनाͪ
षࣼ࠿भѱोऽयनЀशकाः ॥२५॥ षࡒा݆ा अयनЀशकाः ॥२४॥

Āmarāja, son of Mahādeva, who lived at Ānandapura about 150 years after
Bhoja, in his commentary on the Khaṇḍakhādyaka3 of Brahmagupta, quotes
the following four passages from the Rājamṛgāṅka but none of them occurs in
Śarma’s edition:

1. धनणϳगैः सहΩЀशोः फला޾Ӏोदयासुࣉभः ।
हताΟा࣊शकलाܒासुफलैः ःुࡆ सूयϳव٩हाः ॥

2. फलोपेतंۅΝभमࣆ पदमा٦ं ʹ٥तीयकࣉ ।
चΖाधЂंڢ फलंۅߢ नवभांڢ तृतीयकʹ ॥
तत߱तुथϴ चΖांڢ पदाࣄन ΢ࣆतमןले ॥

3. मयोरैцंڌमࠋࡁ दࣈलतं मڌसं̷कʹ ।
ायϴ׽युतेरधЂڌमࠋ͌͗ मڤफलं Θहे ॥
ीकरणयोҘेࠋࡁ च तࡅाԏࢧΙफलं ततः ।
तΝैव ؘेवमसकृदवशेषाͫ टΘहाःࡂु ॥

4. ाधϸनݼबࣆ समं यࡆ याݿΖा࣎ڢभवं धनुः ।
त࣒ࣅڌګࡅदने࠽ऽकϸ या छाया वषुवؖसाैࣆ ॥

The above-mentioned discrepancies in Śarma’s edition create strong suspi-
cion regarding its authenticity. There is reason to suspect that it is not the
original and full text of the Rājamṛgāṅka but an abridged edition of that work
by some later writer as is indicated by the second stanza of the first chapter
wherein the author says:

We give out the essence of the Rājamṛgāṅka for the computation
of the planets.4

3This commentary was edited by Babua Misra and published by the Calcutta University
in 1925.

4 Τूमो राजमृगाӀࡆ सारं ࣊सैٵ ٦सु٤नाʹ ।
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