
A note on the Rājamṛgāṅka of Bhoja
published by the Adyar Library ∗

K. Madhava Krishna Kumar Śarma of the Adyar Library published (1940)
the “reconstructed” Sanskrit text of a calendrical work of Indian astronomy
under the title: the Rājamṛgāṅka of Bhoja. The published text comprises
two chapters: (1) Madhyamādhikāra, dealing with the mean motion of the
planets in 34 stanzas, and (2) Spaṣṭādhikāra, dealing with the true motion
of the planets in 52 stanzas. There are two additional stanzas bearing the
name of the astronomer Rāma appended after the second chapter which for
obvious reason do not form part of the text. The text is followed by three
astronomical tables.
There is no chapter dealing with eclipses and the heliacal rising of the

planets, etc., and the book ends rather abruptly. The last stanza of the Rāja-
mṛgāṅka, viz.,

इ ुव प तवृ व त -
पद ेन स ु ना ।
ीभोजेन कृतं मृगा  -

करणं ो त वद ीतये ॥
which Dīkṣita quoted from a manuscript of that work consulted by him does
not occur in Śarma’s edition.1 Three and a half other stanzas quoted by
Dīkṣita from the same work do occur in his edition but there is remarkable
difference of reading as can be seen by comparison:2

Dīkṣita’s version Śarma’s version

न ा ी संयु ा न ा संयु ा
भजे ा ा भानु भः । भजे ा ा भानु भः ।
शाका ान वन ं तु शका ानव श य -
भाजका ेषमु ृजे ॥१७॥ भाजका मु ृजे ॥१६॥

तयोर ं श ा ं तयोर ं गु णतं
बीजं ल ा दकं पृथ । दशभ ं व ल काः ।

* K. S. Shukla, Gaṇita, Vol. 5, No. 2 (1954), pp. 149–151.
1See Dīkṣita, S. B., Bhāratīya Jyotiṣaśāstra, Second edition (1931), p. 238.
2The difference in the numbering of the verses is also notable.
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Dīkṣita’s version Śarma’s version

भः शरैभुवा ैः भः शरैभुवा ैः
बाणै थ भर भः ॥१८॥ बाणै थ भर भः ॥१७॥

केन यमलेनैवं ा यमा गु णतं
गु मक दषु मा । बीजा क दषु मा ।

ं शी े धरासूनौ ं शी े धरासूनौ
सूयपु ऽेपरे ृण ॥१९॥ म े पाते परे ृण ॥१८॥

शकः प ा वेदोनः शका ृ ता वेदोना
ष भ ोऽयन शकाः ॥२५॥ ष ा ा अयन शकाः ॥२४॥

Āmarāja, son of Mahādeva, who lived at Ānandapura about 150 years after
Bhoja, in his commentary on the Khaṇḍakhādyaka3 of Brahmagupta, quotes
the following four passages from the Rājamṛgāṅka but none of them occurs in
Śarma’s edition:

1. धनणगैः सह शोः फला ोदयासु भः ।
हता ा शकला ासुफलैः ुः सूयव हाः ॥

2. भम फलोपेतं पदमा ं तीयक ।
च ाध ं फलं नवभा ं तृतीयक ॥
तत तुथ च ा ं पदा न तम ले ॥

3. म मयोरै ं द लतं म सं क ।
म युतेरध ाय म फलं हे ॥
ीकरणयो े च त ा फलं ततः ।

त ैव ेवमसकृदवशेषा ु ट हाः ॥
4. ब ाधन समं य या ा भवं धनुः ।

त दन ेऽक या छाया वषुव साै ॥
The above-mentioned discrepancies in Śarma’s edition create strong suspi-

cion regarding its authenticity. There is reason to suspect that it is not the
original and full text of the Rājamṛgāṅka but an abridged edition of that work
by some later writer as is indicated by the second stanza of the first chapter
wherein the author says:

We give out the essence of the Rājamṛgāṅka for the computation
of the planets.4

3This commentary was edited by Babua Misra and published by the Calcutta University
in 1925.

4 ूमो राजमृगा सारं स ै सु ना ।
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