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Abstract In coastal zones, erosion is the major threat to the livelihood as it leads to
the water inundation into the human premises. Sediment transport results in erosions
causes morphological changes and also affects the coastal ecosystem. The sediment
transport processes are primarily driven by bed shear stress induced by waves and
currents. As bed shear stress plays a major role in the determining sediment transport
rates, the accuracy of sediment transport models mainly rely on the basis of bed
shear stress measurements. So, there is a need to measure the reliable bed shear
stress to improve the effectiveness of sediment transport models. In coastal zones
when the waves enter into the low water depth, it starts to feel the bottom and the
effect of shear stress at the bottom will be high. In this paper, bed shear stress is
estimated from the numerical simulations using OpenFOAM. In OpenFOAM, bed
shear stress is calculated fromviscous force on the bed by integrating the pressure and
the skin frictional forces. Surface elevation and flow velocity were measured using
the numerical gauges. This bed shear stress can be directly incorporated into the
shields parameter. In this study, numerical simulations in OpenFOAM were carried
out for the regular sinusoidal waves with a time step of 0.001 s for a total duration of
16 s. OpenFOAMuses thewaves2Foam toolbox forwave generation in the numerical
wave tank.
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1 Introduction

Fluvial processes due to water waves are important reason for the morphological
changes in the coastal environments. Sediment instability in the sea floor occurs
when the sea bed’s shear resistance is exceeded by bed shear stresses, and dynamic
pressure results in the propagation of waves. Prediction of erosion and sediment
transport rate is important in the conservation and development of coastal ecosystem.
When a wave enters the shallow water regions, it starts to feel the bottom and the
effect of bed shear stress on the sea bed will be greater. Bottom shear stress induced
by the water waves is important in the coastal sediment transport modelling. So, the
accuracy of sediment transport modelling can be improved by the calculating reliable
bed shear stress value. Bed shear stress also has the impacts on coastal structures,
as well as during cyclonic events, storm surge and in wave-structure modelling. In
boundary layer, bed shear stress is usuallymeasured from the following fourmethods
viz., log law fit, momentum integral method, Reynolds stress and shear plate method.
Themeasurements of the bottom shear stress under regularwavesmay be classified as
direct and indirect methods [1]. The indirect method includes the pressure difference
method, hot film sensors [2] and velocity measurements method [3]. But there are
some difficulties in indirect method like the direction of shear stress is not measured
by hot film, and it is difficult to measure the boundary layer velocity accurately in
the turbulent conditions in experiments. These uncertainties in the bed shear stress
measurements affect the accuracy of the sediment transport modelling. Ippen and
Mitchell [4] measured the bed shear stress by using shear plate method and relate
it with the damping of wave height. Jonsson [5] found the empirical friction factor
from the relationship between the bed shear stress and the near bottom velocity for
an oscillatory flow. Kamphuis [6] measured the bed shear stress directly by using the
shear plate method. Rankin and Hires [7] related the bed shear stress with friction
factor bymeasuring the energy dissipation in the ripple geometry. Sleath [8] analysed
the boundary layer by the velocity measurements with a laser Doppler anemometer.
Recently, Barnes et al. [9], Pujara and Liu [10], Lin et al. [11] directly measured the
bed shear stress from force–displacement relationship of the shear plate. Barnes and
Baldock [12] developed the new Lagrangian boundary layer model for analysing
the friction coefficient in the boundary layer for the swash zone. Although many
experimental and theoretical studies are carried out for direct measurement of bed
shear stress, there is a need of feasible numerical modelling for direct bed shear stress
measurement. In this study, numerical modelling of bed shear stress is simulated
using open-source CFD solver OpenFOAM.

Computational fluid dynamics is the tool for solving the real world fluid flow
problems by a set of algebraic equations using the digital computers. Open Field
Operation and Manipulation, known as OpenFOAM, is an open-source CFD solver
with the package of C++ libraries and codes that are created to simulate the numerical
modelling of continuummechanics problems. OpenFOAM consists of large number
of solvers, libraries and utilities to solve a wide range of problems. It is also possible
for users to create their own codes and solvers for their specific problems or to
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modify the existing solvers [13]. Waves2Foam is a toolbox recently developed by
OpenFOAM users to simulate free surface wave generation and absorption [14].
It uses the relaxation method to generate and adsorb the waves. OpenFOAM uses
Navier–Stokes equation which were given below
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The objective of this paper is to simulate the periodic waves in an OpenFOAM
numerical wave tank and to investigate the characteristics of bed shear stress under
laminar conditions and to analyse the relationship between wave friction factors with
the Reynolds number.

2 Numerical Modelling of Bed Shear Stress

Numerical modelling of bed shear stress is done in OpenFOAM using waves2Foam
solver. In this numerical model, numerical wave tank shown in Fig. 1 and meshing
created by using blockMesh utility in OpenFOAM. Geometry was divided into five
hexagonal blocks with each block has eight vertices. Cell size in the y direction is
0.003 m, and in the wave propagation direction, it was 0.02 m. Bed shear stress
measured in the plate created in the tank numerical tank using patches to measure
the bed shear stress. Patches were created for 0.1 m length and 0.02 m width at 7.5 m
from the paddle. Bed shear stress at the plate (patches) were measured by integrating
the pressure and skin frictional force at the bed. Mesh near the patches where the
bed shear stress measured, were made finer cells than the remaining cells to increase
the accuracy of the results. OpenFOAM uses volume of fraction method (VOF) for
tracking and locating free surface in the interface of air and water. VOFwill calculate
the fraction of each fluid (air and water) in each cell [15]. Physical properties used
in this numerical study are presented in Table 1.

Usingwaves2Foam toolbox, periodicwaves of timeperiod 1.5, 1 s andwaveheight
of 1.8–6.6 cmwere simulated and the wave elevation, flow velocity and viscous force
weremeasured at every time step of 0.001 s in the duration of 16 s. Schematic view of
wave propagationwas shown in Fig. 2. In this study, Stokes second-orderwave theory
used for regular wave generation. WaveGaugesNprobes utility is used to define the
type and orientation of the numerical probes. SetWaveParameter and setWaveField
utilities were used to compute the required wave parameters and to set the initial
condition according to the defined theory. The meshing of numerical wave tank
created from blockMesh utility was shown in Fig. 3. Horizontal (u) and vertical (v)
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Fig. 1 Schematic view of numerical wave tank

Table 1 Physical properties

Property Value

Acceleration gravity (g) (m/s2) 9.81

Density (kg/m3) 1000 (water)

1.2 (air)

Kinematic viscosity (m/s2) 10−6 (water)

1.48 × 10−5 (air)

Surface tension (N/m) 0.07

Fig. 2 Wave propagation in OpenFOAM

components of particle velocity which are partial derivatives of the velocity potential
Φ in the model use the Stokes second-order wave theory given below
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Fig. 3 Meshing of the numerical wave tank

3 Experimental Setup

Experiments were carried out in thewave flume inGordonMcKay hydraulics labora-
tory at the University of Queensland by Seelam and Baldock [16]. In the experiments
of Seelam et al. [17], the shear cell developed by Barnes et al. [9] was used for direct
bed shear stress measurement. The shear cell consists of the 1.21 mm thick plate
with the length and breadth of 0.1 and 0.25 m. The shear cell was supported by four
flexible legs. Displacement of the leg due to shear stress was measured by eddy cur-
rent sensor. From the displacement, shear force can be calculated by force–stiffness
relationship. Shear cell was placed at 7.8 m from the paddle. Pressure in the gap
between shear cell edges was measured by the pressure sensors, flow velocity at the
centre of shear cell was measured by ADV, and surface elevation at the cell edges
was measured by the ultrasonic gauges. Schematic view of experimental setup was
shown in Fig. 4.

Fig. 4 Schematic view of experimental setup
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4 Results and Discussion

The typical time series of experimental and numerical wave height was shown in
Fig. 5, and the typical time series of bed shear stress for the water depth (d) of
0.21 m, the wave height of 0.05 m and the wave period�1.5 s was shown in Fig. 6.
Surface elevation was measured at both upstream and downstream edges of the plate.
Surface elevationmeasured using volumeof fractionmethodwhich tracks and locates
the air water fraction at free surface. Bed shear stress calculated from the dividing
bed’s viscous force with the area of the plate (patches). Bed shear stress value varies
from 0.034 to 0.134 Pa. Velocity obtained from the numerical study was compared
with experimental results. Velocities were measured at the 6 mm above the centre of
the plate. Experimental and numerical velocity comparison time series were shown
in Fig. 7, from that plot it knows that numerical results were very well match with
the experimental results.

From the velocity and shear stress measurements, wave friction factor can be
back calculated using the quadratic drag law given in Eq. 6. Numerical friction fac-
tor and Reynolds number results were compared with theoretical and experimental
results [16]. Theoretical friction factor was calculated from Eq. 7. The relationship
between the wave friction factor and Reynolds number shows in Fig. 8. It can be seen
that numerical results were in good agreement with the theoretical and experimental
results. Numerical results were slightly lower than the theoretical results because of
smooth bed conditions. Friction factor decreased with increase in Reynolds number
as the flow transition happens from laminar to transition flow. The friction factor
decreases with increase in Reynolds number because skin frictional drag gets mini-
mum in the boundary layer. In this study, friction factor varies from 0.03 to 0.14.

τb � 1

2
ρ fwu

2 (6)

fw � 2√
Re

(7)

Fig. 5 Typical time series of wave elevation (T �1.5 s, H �5 cm, d �0.21 m)
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Fig. 6 Typical time series of
bed shear stress (T �1.5 s, H
�5 cm, d �0.21 m)

Fig. 7 Typical time series of
experimental and numerical
velocity results at 6 mm
above the bed (T �1.5 s, H
�5 cm, d �0.21 m)

where τ b is bed shear stress, ρ is density, f w is the wave friction factor, u is flow
velocity, and Re is Reynolds number. The relationship between the bed shear stress
and the relative wave height was shown in Fig. 8. In this study, the relative wave
height was in the range of 0.05–035. Figure 9 shows the bed shear stress increases
linearly with increase in wave height.
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Fig. 8 Friction factor and
reynolds number comparison

Fig. 9 Bed shear stress
versus relative wave height

5 Conclusions

In this paper, bed shear stress due to periodic waves was modelled in OpenFOAM
using waves2Foam toolbox. Wave friction factors were found from the velocity and
shear stress measurements using quadratic drag law. Numerical results from this
study were compared with the theoretical and experimental results. Wave friction
factors were decreasing with increase in Reynolds number because of flow transition
from laminar flow to transitional flow. From the results obtained from this study,
it is seen that OpenFOAM model results match very well with the theoretical and
experimental results. Wave friction factor back calculated using the bed shear stress
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and velocity measurements can also be related to the wave energy dissipation factor
[7]. These numerical studies can also be extended to solitary waves.

References

1. Haritonidis JH (1989) Advances in fluid mechanics measurements. In: The measurement of
wall shear stress. Springer, pp 229–261

2. Sumer BM, Sen MB, Karagali I, Ceren J, Fredsoe J, Sottile M, Zilioli L, Fuhrman DL
(2011) Flow and sediment transport induced by a plunging solitary wave. J Geophys Res
116(C01008):1–15

3. Cowen EA, Sou IM, Liu PL-F, Raubenheimer B (2003) Particle image velocimetry measure-
ments within a laboratory-generated swash zone. J Eng Mech 129:1119–1129

4. Ippen AT, Mitchell MM (1957) The damping of the solitary wave from boundary shear mea-
surements. Tech. Rep., Hydrodynamics Laboratory, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

5. Jonsson IG (1966)Wave boundary layers and friction factors. In: Tenth international conference
on coastal engineering, Tokyo, Japan

6. Kamphuis JW (1975) Friction factor under oscillatory flows. JWaterw Harbors Coast Eng Div,
ASCE WW2, 135–145

7. Rankin KL, Hires RI (2000) Laboratory measurement of bottom shear stress on a movable bed.
J Geophys Res 105(C7):17011–17019

8. Sleath JFA (1987) Turbulent oscillatory flow over rough beds. J Fluid Mech 182:369–409
9. Barnes MP, O’Donoghue T, Alsina JM, Baldock TE (2009) Direct bed shear stress measure-

ments in bore-driven swash. Coast Eng 56:853–867
10. Pujara N, Liu PLF (2014) Direct measurements of local bed shear stress in the presence of

pressure gradients. Exp Fluids 55:1767
11. Lin JH, Chen GY, Chen YY (2012) Laboratory measurement of seabed shear stress and the

slip factor over a porous seabed. J Eng Mech 139(10):1372–1386
12. Barnes MP, Baldock TE (2010) A Lagrangian model for boundary layer growth and bed shear

stress in the swash zone. Coast Eng 57:385–396
13. Chen G, Xiong Q, Morris PJ, Paterson EG, Sergeev A, Wang Y (2014) Notices AMS

61:354–363
14. Jacobsen NG (2012) Waves2Foam toolbox bejibattjes validation case tutorial [Online]. Avail-

able: http://openfoamwiki.net/index.php/Contrib/waves2Foam
15. Chenari B, Saadatian SS, Ferreira Almerindo D (2015) Numerical modelling of regular waves

propagation and breaking using Waves2Foam. J Clean Energy Technol 3(4):276–281
16. Seelam JK, Baldock TE (2010) Measurements and modeling of direct bed shear stress under

solitary waves. In: Proceedings of ninth international conference on hydro-science and engi-
neering, Chennai, India, ICHE 2010

17. Seelam JK, Guard PA, Baldock TE (2011) Measurements and modelling of bed shear stresses
under solitary waves. Coast Eng 58(9):937–947

http://openfoamwiki.net/index.php/Contrib/waves2Foam

	Numerical Modelling of Bed Shear Stress in OpenFOAM
	1 Introduction
	2 Numerical Modelling of Bed Shear Stress
	3 Experimental Setup
	4 Results and Discussion
	5 Conclusions
	References




