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Abstract. As the basis of vehicle ad hoc networks, the method of for-
warding data is one of the most important parts which ensures the sta-
bility and efficiency of network communication. However, the high-speed
mobile vehicle nodes cause frequent changes of network topology and dis-
connections of network links, casting a big challenge to the performance
of network data delivery. Data forwarding methods based on the prior
knowledge of vehicle’s trajectory are difficult to adapt to the changing
vehicle trajectory in real world applications, while getting destination
vehicles’ positions in broadcast way are extremely costly. To solve the
above problems, we have proposed an association state based optimized
data forwarding method (ASODF) with the assistance of low loaded
road side units (RSU). The proposed method maps the urban road net-
work into a directed graph, utilizes the carry-forward mechanism and
decomposes the data transmission into decision-making data forwarding
at intersections and data delivery on roads. The vehicles carried data
combine the destination nodes locations obtained by low loaded road
side units and their locations into association states, and the association
state optimization problem is formalized as a Reinforcement Learning
problem with Markov Decision Process (MDP). We utilized the value
iteration scheme to figure out the delay-optimal policy, which is further
used to forward data packets to obtain the best delay of data transmis-
sion. Experiments based on a real vehicle trajectory data set demonstrate
the effectiveness of our model ASODF.

1 Introduction

With the improvement of the vehicle information technology and the devel-
opment of the wireless communications technology, Vehicular Ad-hoc Network
(VANET) has developed rapidly. VANET is a self-organizing network which
is specially designed for inter-vehicle communication based on Mobile Ad-hoc
Network (MANET). The communication in VANET can be divided into three
types, including vehicle to vehicle (V2V), vehicle to infrastructure (V2I) and
infrastructure to vehicle (I2V). The core of Vehicular Network is the speed and
efficiency and the security of data transmission in the network which consist
of vehicles and road side units. However, the characteristics of large amount of
nodes and quickly movement of nodes make it difficult to use the effective routing
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protocol algorithms in Internet and wireless sensor networks, e.g., literature [1]
proposed secure cell relay routing protocol, and also including some exists key
management schemes in wireless sensor network [2], e.g, Du et al. proposed some
key management schemes [3,4]. And some other exists work for the problems of
wireless sensor network elaborated in literature [5] and the time synchronization
scheme proposed in literature [6] also can’t be applied in VANETSs. Additionally,
network performance is critical to the data transmission mechanism, due to that
the performance of network are influenced by many factors, including instability
and uncertainty of the channel quality. Therefore, some particular methods have
been proposed to solve these problems.

The exists work of data transmission in Vehicular Network can be divided into
three types. First is methods based on topology. This type of methods can also
be divided into two subtype: Proactive and Reactive. Destination Sequenced
Distance Vector (DSDV) [7] and Optimized Link State Routing protocol
(OLSR) [8] are two classical Proactive methods. These type of methods have a
obvious disadvantages is that the node needs to update the routing information
at any time, which consumes a lot of bandwidth. Dynamic Source Routing
(DSR) [9] and Ad hoc on Demand Distance Vector routing (AODV)
are two reactive methods. But due to the use of broadcast mode, DSR has a
poor scalability which is not suitable for such a large-scale mobile network ad
hoc networks. AODV can suitable for large-scale network, but it still has some
problem, e.g., larger network overhead and expired routing problem.

Second, since VANET has the characteristic of frequent changes in its topol-
ogy, it is very difficult for network nodes to set up and maintain a stable rout-
ing table. Therefore, topology-based data transmission schemes are not suitable
for vehicular networking. With the popularization of GPS equipment, the data
transmission method based on geographic location has been proposed. Greedy
Perimeter Stateless Routing (GPSR) [10] and Geographic source rout-
ing (GSR) [11] are two methods based on geographic location. GPSR uses a
greedy model to transmission data which has a locally optimal problem. GSR is
different to these model whose nodes are able to randomly move, it utilizes the
fact that vehicle can only drive on road. So data transmission can only occurs
at a intersection. The GSR does not take into account the real-time traffic con-
ditions in the road network and may result in a lack of connectivity due to too
few vehicles on the road sections selected at the intersection.

Third, due to the frequent disconnection of network links in vehicular ad
hoc networks and the inability to establish end-to-end routing of source nodes
to destination nodes, researchers creatively introduced the mechanism of tol-
erates time-delay networks and opportunistic networks into vehicular network,
proposed a data transmission scheme based on store-and-forward and carry-
forward mechanism. Static Node Assisted Adaptive Routing (SADV) [12]
and Vehicle Assisted Data Delivery (VADD) [13] are two methods based on
Store and Forward mechanism. SADV deploys static nodes at intersections, i.e.,
roadside units (RSU), to aid in the transmission of data. SADV draws on the
VADD’s section delay model and the optimal path selection. SADV utilizes the
store-and-forward and carry-forward mechanism, which make it be a efficient
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data routing solution. However, The need to deploy infrastructure at each inter-
section makes SADV unsuitable for large-scale network environments. VADD is
a method that proposed for sparse environment. First, VADD extracts a delay
model from real vehicle trajectory data. Then VADD calculates the total delay
of packets from the current intersection to the destination node through the
adjacent crossroads according to the delay model. Finally VADD ranks the total
delay to select the optimal routing.

Fourth, the model based on store-and-forward and carry-forward mechanism
is a good solution to the problem of link disconnection caused by sparse vehi-
cles. But they are still do not take the road restrictions and human behavior
patterns caused by a certain trajectory of the vehicle into consideration. There-
fore, the models based on vehicle trajectory are proposed. These models can
be divided into two types. One is the models in which the vehicles’ trajectory
is fixed in advance. Another is models based on trajectory prediction. Anchor
based Street and Traffic Aware Routing (A-STAR) [14], Geographical
Opportunistic Routing (GeOpps) [15] and Mobile Gateway based For-
warding (MGF) [16] are several models with fixed trajectory. The vehicle nodes
in A-STAR model will choose the route with high connectivity, which will cause
too heavy or even congestion. GeOpps can obtain the fixed trajectory of the
vehicle node through the navigation system, and utilize the trajectory informa-
tion to send packets to vehicles close to the destination node selectively. But due
to too much dependency of trajectory, it is limited to the navigation system and
driver’s driving habits. MGF only use bus to transmission data which makes
it only available on buses. Different to the above model, Trajectory-Based
Data Forwarding (TBD) [17], Trajectory-based Statistical Forwarding
(TSF) [18], Shared-Trajectory-based Data Forwarding Scheme (STDFS)
[19], Trajectory Improves Data Delivery in Vehicular Networks (Tra-
jectory) [20] and Delay-Optimal Data Forwarding (OVDF) [21] are several
models with trajectory prediction. However, TBD and TSF only suitable for
some certain situations. STDFS is not very reliable due to overdependence on
the trajectory. OVDF also assists data transmission with the aid of bus fixed
tracks. The Trajectory model adopt Markov Chain to do trajectory prediction,
it is a efficient model.

Last, the models based on road side units (RSU) are another type of scheme
of data transmission in vehicular network, including the above models of TBD,
TSF, MGF, SADV, STDFS, OVDF. ROAMER  [22] further used RSU to trans-
mit data with the dependence of wired backbone network which is contrary to
the concept of VANET transmit data from vehicle node, and this model has high
requirements to RSU.

In summary, there are two problems: (1) data forwarding models based on
the prior knowledge of vehicle trajectory assumptions are difficult to adapt to
changing vehicle trajectories in real-world applications, (2) whereas broadcast
network based approaches has a large network overhead when obtaining destina-
tion vehicle’s positions. Inspired by the exists work, we proposed an association
state based optimal data forwarding model (ASODF) to solve the above problem.
Our model is a mixed model which include V2I and V2V data transmission.
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2 Background

In this section, we give a brief review of Markov Decision Process and it’s value
based methods.

2.1 Markov Decision Process

Markov Decision Process (MDP) is an optimal decision process based on
the Markov process theory for stochastic dynamical systems. It is widely used
to solve the sequential problems that need to make the best decisions at all
stages [23]. A sequential decision problem with known environment dynamics is
usually formalized as a MDP, which is characterized by a 5-tuple (S, A, T, R, ~),
where S is the set of states and is non-empty, A is the set of actions and is also
non-empty, T : S x A — II(S) is the transition function, it gives the probability
of the next state when an agent execute a action a € A at state s € S, where
I1(S) represent the set of probability distribution on S, R represent the Reward
function, it give the immediate reward when an agent execute a action a; € A
at state s; € S and the state transit to state s;+1 € S, then the reward is
R; = R(st, a4, St41), 7y is the discount factor to calculate the expected reward.
MDP based on Markov Property, i.e., no post-efficiency. That means that the
transition function T'(s¢, at, s¢+1) is depends only upon the present state, whereas
has no relate with past other state, i.e., T'(s¢, @, St+1) = P(St41|S¢,a¢). The goal
to solve a MDP question is obtain a optimal policy m, which gives the best
decision of all state when an agent is making a decision, so that the agent can
get most rewards finally.

When the original state is sy of an agent', agent will select and execute an
action ag, then the environment will transit to next state s, and agent will select
and execute an action again, until it arrive terminal state. And the model will
gives a optimal policy m when it converged through iteration. The policy give
the optimal action of a state, i.e., a = w(s).

Value function is always used to evaluate a policy. Value function also been
called cumulative discount rewards, it gives a estimation of an agent will get
finally from current state sy, i.e.,

V7(st) = E™[R(s¢) + YR(s¢41) + 7 R(s¢ +2) + - -] (1)

We can easily transform it to a simple form according to Bellman Equation,

V™(se) = R(st,ae, 5041) +7 > p(ser1lse, a) V™ (s141) (2)

The optimal policy should be the policy which can gives the decisions to get
most cumulative reward from each state. So, the most reward of each state s; is:

V*(s;) = R(si,a:,55) + mﬁpr(sﬂsi,ai)V*(sj) (3)
jes

! MDP assume that agent can get true state of environment, i.e., s*9¢™ = s

eNnv



184 P. Zhu et al.

So the optimal policy from state s; to terminal state is:
*(s;) = arg IIZ?XZp(sﬂsi,ai)V(sj) (4)

The methods of solve MDP to get a optimal solution including value iteration
and policy iteration and other linear programming methods. In this paper, we
will use value iteration methods to solve MDP problem. The process of Value
Tteration shows in literature [24].

2.2 Data Delivery on Road

Carry-forward mechanism over is a good way to overcome the shortcomings of
frequent disconnection of VANET links, which are widely used in data transmis-
sion research of vehicular network. The carry-forward mechanism of data delivery
model on road is shown in Fig. 1. When there are vehicles in the communication
of the vehicle carried data and the vehicle is closer to next intersection than
current vehicle, then select and delivery these data to the vehicle closest to next
intersection. If no vehicle, then the vehicle will continue carry the data. This
is a greedy model, i.e., select the best vehicle of current situation, so that data
package can be delivery to next intersection with fastest speed and the minimum
number of forward. Since the transmission process is composed with vehicle store
and wireless forward, the delay of data transmission is affected by two factors,
one is the vehicle density, and another is vehicle wireless device communication
range. Learn from literature [13], we use p;; represent the density of road e;;, R
represent the radius of wireless communication range. VADD assume that the
distribution of distance of two vehicle meet the exponential distribution with
parameter 1/p;;. So, the delay d;; on the road e;; is:

/\
%
X

forward carry

forward section carry section : .
section section

Fig. 1. Data delivery on road
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Where [;; represent the distance of road e;;, ¢ indicate the time needed to

delivery data to next hop, v;; represent the average speed on the road e;;. These

parameters can be obtained through the use of GPS devices by road traffic
statistics or analysis of historical trajectory data.
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2.3 Association State of Tag Game

Different to the exists application of MDP in data transmission, the state in
MDP used in our paper is association state learn from Tag Game [25]. There are
two roles in Tag Game, robot and opponent, The process is that the robot keeps
chasing opponent until the robot catches up with opponent, which is shown in
Fig. 2.

26 27 |28
2

3 24 |25

20 21 |22

10 |11 12 (13 |14 |}5N16 |17 |18 |19

0o—~1 2 |3 4 |5 6 7 18 |9

a. Robots playing Tag b. Tag configuration

Fig. 2. Tag Game

Tag Game can be see as a Partially Observable MDP task, in which state
are composed of the positions of robot and opponent, i.e., association state.
The set of state of robot is {sg, - ,S29}, the set of state of opponent is
{80, , 529, Stagged}, the association state is s = { Robot, Opponent}. The robot
will execute one action of the set North, South, West, East, Tag, and then robot
will get a immediate reward. When robot and opponent are in the same box,
i.e., Opponent = siqgged, then robot will catch up opponent and get the highest
reward and game over.

3 Association State Based Data Forwarding Model

MDP has widely used to solve sequential decision-making tasks. Since the vehi-
cle carrying data will meet other vehicles with different probabilities, the data
forward in VANET can be formed to a Sequential decision making problem. We
can consider the process of transmitting a data from source node to destination
vehicle as the robot chasing the opponent in Tag Game, i.e., the data package
chasing the destination vehicle and the vehicle carrying data are keep changing.
In this section, we will form this problem to a MDP task.

3.1 Association State

Association State is the core of getting the position of destination vehicle dynam-
ically and forwarding data optimally. With the use of association state, we can
add the position information of destination vehicle to the MDP model and opti-
mize the network delay of data transmission dynamically.
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In our model, we use the current intersection as the current vehicle’s state.
So the association state consists of the intersection of source vehicle and the
intersection of destination vehicle. When the source vehicle node obtains the
intersection information of the destination vehicle node, the low-load roadside
unit and its wired backbone-assisted communication are utilized. We assume
that each vehicle will register information on the roadside unit when it enter the
coverage area of roadside unit of a intersection. Once the roadside unit detects
the destination vehicle node, the intersection information will be transmitted to
the roadside unit closest to the source vehicle node through the roadside unit
backbone network. Then, the position information of destination vehicle node
will be transmitted to the source vehicle node so that it can get the current
association state. Due to the use of the roadside unit backbone network, the time
delay can be ignored. The next state is also a necessary condition for solving a
MDP problem.

In our model, the information of destination vehicle including speed, position,
direction and etc. We can also obtain the next intersection of the current vehicle
when it has not enter the coverage of the next intersection yet through the this
information. Therefore, we can get the next association state.

3.2 Decision-Making of Association State

As we has described the transmission on road section, we will show the process
of data transmission at a intersection. We will give priorities on the directions
which is shown in Fig.3 according to a fixed policy like VADD [13], where 1
represent the best direction to transmit data, 2 represent the second optimal
direction, etc. We will select the optimal direction, i.e., priority is 1. It will
transmission data when there is a vehicle in that direction, or will check if it is
driving in this direction, if so then don’t forward to another vehicle, if not then
will select vehicle in the second optimal direction, and etc.

At intersection i, decisions (actions) can be formed as a vector set U (i), where
mimimd .t € F is all m; road sections connected with intersection ¢ and the
order indicates the priority. Our goals is to select the best decision (action) from

set U(4) to transmit data at current intersection.

data package carrier Priority=1

T
T[— <—I—> Priority=1
|

a_ﬁ Priority=1

Fig. 3. The decision making of a intersection
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3.3 Transition Probability

We use P(s,m;, s/) represent the transition probability, where state s consist of
the intersections of source vehicle and destination vehicle. So P(s, ;, sl) is consist
of two parts, the transition probability of source vehicle P(src,m;, sreey1) and
the transition probability of destination vehicle turn to the next intersection
P(dest,desty1).

Assume that the current intersection is ¢ and the policy is m;, Pi;(m;) =
P(srey, m;, sregr) represent the probability that the data be transmitted to next
intersection j along the road e;; where src, = i, sreyr = j.

(1) Computation of P(srcy,m;, srciy1). We define three probability events:

e A represent the event that a vehicle has not met a vehicle which is heading
to a road section with a higher priority than road segment e;;.

e B represent the event that a vehicle met a vehicle which is drive to the road e;;
at intersection ¢ and the vehicle itself doesn’t drive to a road whose direction
has a higher priority that e;;.

e C represent the event that a vehicle drive to the road e;;.

With the above definition, we can derive the probability of P;;(m;):

p(srey, mi, sregrr) = Pij(m;)
=P[AN(BUCQ)]
= P(A) x P(BUCQC)
= P(A) x [P(B) + P(C) — P(B|C)P(C)]

= H (1 —pir)]

CikeHPejj;(m;)

X [pij x (1— Z Pik) +Dij — Pij X pij]
eik€HPe;j(m;)

where P(A) indicate the probability that event A occurred, H Pe;;(;) represent
the set of roads that have a higher priority that road e;;. p;; represent the
probability that a vehicle drive from intersection 4 to intersection j, p;-j represent

the probability that a vehicle meet other vehicles which drive from intersection

7#?”%5;(?)3‘)’ where #num(i — j)

is the number of vehicles drive to intersection j when it is at intersection 4,
#num(i) is the number of all vehicles reach intersection i. And we set p;j =
#num™ ! (i — j)

F#num™et (7)
met at intersection ¢ and drive to intersection j, #num™ (i) is the number of
all vehicles that the vehicle met at intersection i.

(2) Computation of P(dest,desy1). In our model, we set P(desy, desi1) =

#"“7;;‘15;‘(;558“1), where #num(des; — des;y1) is the number of vehicles

i to road e;;. In our model, we set p;; =

met(

, where #num i — j) is the number of vehicles that the vehicle

that reach intersection ¢ at time ¢ and reach intersection j at time ¢ + 1, and
#num(des;) is the number of all vehicles reach intersection ¢ at time ¢.
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So the complete association state transition probability P(s, m;, s/) of a carrier
vehicle reached intersection ¢ at time  is:

P(s,m;, s ) P(si41 = slag =7, 8 = s')

((sre,des)ir|my, (sre, des)y)

P
P(srcy, mi, srce1) * P(desy, desii1)
P;;(m;) * P(desy, des; + 1)

3.4 Model Derivation

Network time delay is an important indicator of VANET performance. Its value
is the accumulation of time delays on the roads that the data package passed,
which is corresponds to the composition of the value function in MDP. So we
use the time delay as MDP reward.

Fig. 4. The Markov Decision Process at state s

Assume that there are four adjacent state at state s, then the transition
model from state s is shown in Fig.4. The D(m) represent the value function
from state s, i.e., the estimated total time delay from the source vehicle which
is at state s. So Dg(7) can be formed as:

> P(s,m,8) x [R(s,ms, 8 ) + Dy()] (8)

s'€N(s)
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= P, 5, X (R(s,7s,51) + Ds1(75))
+ P s, X (R(s,7s,52) + Ds,(7s))
+ Py sy X (R(s,ms,53) + Ds,(s))
+ Py sy X (R(s,7s,84) + Dy, (ms))

The our goal is to minimize the total time delay, i.e.,
m;n Dy(7),Vs
And the optimal policy we will get is:
7t = (r:,Vs € 5)

The reward R(s,;, s/) we will get is derived as:

’

R(s,m;,s ) = R((sree, dest), mi, (srceyr, desit1))

1
= §(dsrct+1,srct + ddest+17dest)

3.5 Algorithm

189

(9)

Since our model is still a standard MDP model, we can use the standard Value
Iteration to solve this question. The Algorithm is shown in Algorithm 1.

Algorithm 1. ASODF:Association State based Optimal Data Forwarding
model

Input: Initial the Values of all state to Do, max iteration 7 and threshold 6.
Output: The optimal policy 7* = (7;,Vs € S) and the corresponding expected time

delay Dj (™)
initial go = 0 and do = 0; Local: k =0

repeat
D§+1 = ZS/GN(S) T(577T578 ) X (ds s’ + D:ﬁ—l)
m 't = argming cng) X ene) T(8:msr5) X (d, o + DY)

k=k+1
until maxses |DF — D¥7Y|| < fork > T
s =7s, " = (m;,Vs € 5)
return 7%, D} (™)

4

Experiments

In this section, we will describe our experiments in detail.
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4.1 DataSet

In order to make the experimental results more real and convincing, we run

experiments on a real vehicle data set of SUVnet of Shanghai [26]. It include

5000 taxis and buses’ trajectories data, and we only use the part of taxis’ data.
We preprocessed the data set, including:

e (Clean the data, including remove duplicate data and error data.

e Repair drift data based on road structure.

e Since the taxi data recorded an average of every 30s, we interpolated the
discontinuous trajectory data and error trajectory data.

4.2 Experiment Settings

We select about 2700 taxis as our object vehicles. In our experiments, we ran-
domly select 200 vehicles as our the source vehicle and the destination vehicles
to transmit data. We assume that each data package is the same size. And some
hyper parameters are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Parameter setting of experiments

Parameters Values (range)

Wireless transmission range 200 m

The number of experimental vehicles 300 to 2700

4 0.001
T 1000
The number of vehicles carried data 200

Time difference to the next intersection | 10s
Time to live (TTL) 1h,2h,3h

4.3 Experiment Result Analysis

We compared our model ASODF with OVDF-P, which is one of models of OVDF.
In OVDF, a data package is successfully be transmitted when it is be transmit
to a road side unit and we changed this setting. In our experiments, a data is
transmitted successfully when it is transmitted to a moving vehicles.

The results is of average delivery ratio and average delay is shown in Fig. 5(a)
and (b) respectively.

The results shown in Fig. 5(a) demonstrate that our model has a high delivery
ratio when the number of vehicles are the same, i.e., the density of vehicles is
same. And a obvious conclusion is that both model’s average delivery ratio will
increase with the increase of the number of vehicles. Fig.5(b) shows that our
model has a low delay when the number of vehicles is small, i.e, our model are
better when the vehicles in network is sparse. and both the model will have a
similar results with the increase of the vehicles.
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Table 2. Comparison of average delivery ratio

Vehicle number | ASODF (s) | OVDF (s) | Improvement
300 0.52 0.47 10.64%
600 0.61 0.56 8.93%
900 0.69 0.63 9.52%

1200 0.78 0.73 6.85%

1500 0.83 0.79 5.06%

1800 0.87 0.85 2.35%

2100 0.90 0.88 2.27%

2400 0.91 0.89 2.25%

2700 0.92 0.90 2.22%

191
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Table 3. Comparison of average delay

Vehicle number | ASODF | OVDF | Improvement
300 250 290 13.79%
600 230 250 8.71%
900 200 220 9.09%

1200 140 170 17.65%

1500 120 145 17.24%

1800 100 110 9.10%

2100 90 95 5.26%

2400 88 90 2.52%

2700 86 89 3.37%

The result of comparing two models is shown in Tables2 and 3. Table2
shows that with the increase of vehicles, the improvement of our model compare
to OVDF tend to a small value of 2.22%. The reason is that with the increase of
vehicle density, fewer and fewer vehicle communication links are disconnected,
and more and more data packets are transmitted by wireless, the improvement
is gradually reduced. And Table 3 shows that the average delay improvement is
13.79% at a low vehicle density. In summary, that our model are better that
OVDF, particularly at a low vehicle density.

5 Conclusion

In this paper, we proposed an association state based optimal data forwarding
model (ASODF) to improve the data delivery ratio and decrease the delivery
delay in VANET. Our model formed the data forwarding to a reinforcement
learning tasks and use standard value iteration method to solve it. And Exper-
iments show that our model can get a high delivery ratio and a lower delay,
particularly, our model can do better in deal with sparse environment in VANET.
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