
Chapter 10
Integration of Ethylene and Auxin
Signaling and the Developmental
Consequences of Their Crosstalk
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Abstract Ethylene and auxin have overlapping effects on growth and development
of young seedlings, with either synergistic or antagonistic actions depending on the
developmental process. This chapter introduces the growth and developmental
processes that are regulated by these two hormones and explores recent studies that
provide insight into the mechanistic basis for the regulation of these processes.
Ethylene and auxin both inhibit root elongation and stimulate root hair elongation,
while acting in opposition on lateral root development and hypocotyl elongation.
The interplay between the hormones is even more complex in differential growth
processes, such as gravitropism, nutation, and apical hook opening. The presence of
well characterized mutants with altered ethylene and auxin signaling and synthesis,
as well as auxin transport, has been essential to demonstrate the mechanistic basis
of crosstalk between these hormones. As both of these hormones lead to profound
changes in gene expression, genome-wide transcript abundance data sets are
identifying additional genes that are induced or repressed through this hormonal
crosstalk. Experimental tests of predicted regulatory networks involving these
genes will likely yield the next set of new insights into the mechanisms by which
these hormones control plant growth and development.
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10.1 Ethylene and Auxin Regulate Root Growth
and Development

10.1.1 Primary Root Elongation

The complex interactions between ethylene and auxin on growth and development
have been studied in greatest detail in roots. The ability of auxin to regulate primary
root elongation and gravitropism, as well as the initiation, emergence, and elon-
gation of lateral and adventitious roots has been studied for decades (Woodward
and Bartel 2005; Overvoorde et al. 2010; Bellini et al. 2014). The inhibition of root
elongation by auxin has been used as the screen to isolate auxin insensitive mutants,
including aux1 and axr1-axr6, revealing important features of the auxin signaling
pathways that control a diversity of growth and developmental processes
(Mockaitis and Estelle 2008). Like auxin, ethylene, and its precursor, 1-aminocy-
clopropane-1-carboxylic acid (ACC) inhibit root elongation, as shown in Fig. 10.1.
The root elongation inhibition by both hormones is rapid, within 5 min of treatment
(Le et al. 2001; Rahman et al. 2007) and occurs predominantly in the central root
elongation zone (Swarup et al. 2007; Ruzicka et al. 2007; Strader et al. 2010;
Rahman et al. 2007; Alarcon et al. 2013), consistent with these two hormones
acting to regulate growth through converging signaling pathways. Genetic
approaches have demonstrated that ethylene regulates elongation through the
canonical signaling pathways that mediate the triple response in dark grown
seedlings and fruit ripening (Muday et al. 2012). Mutants with reduced sensitivity
to ethylene, including etr1, ein2, ein3, and eil1 in Arabidopsis and never ripe (nr)
and green ripe (gr) in tomato have elevated primary root growth (Barry and Gio-
vannoni 2006; Ruzicka et al. 2007; Stepanova et al. 2007; Swarup et al. 2007; Negi
et al. 2010). In contrast, roots of seedlings with enhanced ethylene signaling or
synthesis, ctr1 and eto1, respectively, exhibit reductions in the rate of root elon-
gation (Kieber et al. 1993).

10.1.2 Lateral Root Development

In contrast to primary root elongation, lateral root development is oppositely reg-
ulated by auxin and ethylene. The role of auxin in most aspects of lateral root
initiation has been well studied in Arabidopsis, including priming pericycle cells in
the basal meristem, initiating cell cycle progression and asymmetric division and
driving the emergence and elongation of lateral roots (Overvoorde et al. 2010;
Lavenus et al. 2013; van Norman et al. 2013). Recent genetic studies in Arabidopsis
and tomato have shown that ethylene negatively regulates lateral root formation
(Ivanchenko et al. 2008; Negi et al. 2008, 2010). Elevated levels of ethylene
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through treatments with ethylene or ACC inhibits lateral root formation at early
stages of root initiation (Ivanchenko et al. 2008). Arabidopsis and tomato ethylene
insensitive mutants exhibit elevated numbers of lateral roots (Negi et al. 2008,
2010; Strader et al. 2010). Although most of these studies examined root growth on
agar medium, the increase in lateral root formation seen in Nr is even more striking
in seedlings grown in soil (Negi et al. 2010), suggesting that ethylene may have
even more profound effects on roots during standard cultivation. These opposite
effects of auxin and ethylene on lateral roots are evident in Fig. 10.1. This image
also illustrates that the stimulation of auxin on lateral root development is greatest
in mature regions of the primary root near the root shoot junction, while ethylene
inhibits lateral root formation near the root tip in regions of the primary root formed
after exposure to ethylene.

Fig. 10.1 Auxin and ethylene alter root growth and development. Seedlings were transferred to
medium containing indole 3-acetic acid or the ethylene precursor ACC and the tip of roots at time
of transfer was marked by a black dot. When roots were imaged two days later, both auxin and
ethylene decreased Arabidopsis root elongation relative to an untreated control as judged by the
length of root that forms below the black dots. In contrast, auxin treatment enhances lateral root
formation and elongation while ethylene treatment inhibits both of these processes
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10.1.3 Adventitious Root Development

The reported effects of ethylene on adventitious root formation are more complex,
as ethylene increases formation in some species (reviewed in De-Klerk et al. 1999;
Bellini et al. 2014), while decreasing adventitious root formation in others (Cole-
man et al. 1980; Nordstrom and Eliasson 1984). The effect of ethylene on adven-
titious root formation has only been examined in genetic models in a small number
of cases (Clark et al. 1999; Kim et al. 2008; Negi et al. 2010; Sukumar 2010). In
tomato, elevated endogenous or exogenous ethylene levels increase adventitious
root formation, while ethylene insensitive nr produces fewer adventitious roots
(Clark et al. 1999; Kim et al. 2008; Negi et al. 2010). In contrast in Arabidopsis,
ACC treatment, as well as the eto1 and ctr1 mutations, results in reduced adven-
titious root formation (Sukumar 2010). A recent study looking for suppressors of
the sur2 (superroot2) mutation, which has elevated auxin synthesis and prolifera-
tion of adventitious roots, identified genes linked to both auxin and ethylene syn-
thesis, consistent with roles of both of these hormones in this process (Pacurar et al.
2014).

10.1.4 Root Gravitropism and Waving

Auxin’s role in regulating differential growth processes, such as root gravitropism
and waving has been well studied (Muday and Rahman 2008; Baldwin et al. 2013).
These processes are readily observed when plants are grown on agar surfaces.
Gravitropism is observed after root reorientation relative to the gravity vector, and
waving is observed when seedlings are grown on impenetrable agar surfaces. When
roots are reoriented relative to gravity, auxin is redistributed across the root tip,
accumulating on the lower side, where it inhibits root elongation (Baldwin et al.
2013). The resulting auxin gradients across the root have been observed with
numerous approaches (Geisler et al. 2014), with the asymmetric expression of the
auxin responsive DR5 promoter driving GFP as illustrated in Fig. 10.2a. Inhibition
of auxin transport with inhibitors or by mutations in genes encoding auxin transport
proteins blocks the gravity response (Muday and Rahman 2008; Geisler et al.
2014). The differential growth required for root gravitropism and root waving is
also altered by ethylene. Ethylene treatment inhibits the gravitropic response in
maize and Arabidopsis and increases the amplitude and frequency of the root
waving response (Lee et al. 1990; Chang et al. 2004; Buer et al. 2003, 2006; Lewis
et al. 2011b). The inhibition of gravitropism by ethylene is lost in ein2 and etr1
mutants (Buer et al. 2006), suggesting an intact ethylene signaling pathway is
necessary for the effect of ethylene on differential growth.
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10.1.5 Root Hair Initiation and Elongation

In contrast to the negative effects of ethylene on root elongation and lateral root
formation, root hair initiation and elongation are synergistically increased by
ethylene and auxin (Rahman et al. 2002; Pitts et al. 1998; Kieber et al. 1993;
Schiefelbein 2000). Auxin-insensitive signaling mutants (axr2/iaa7, axr3/iaa17,
slr1/iaa14, and iaa28) develop fewer and shorter root hairs (Wilson et al. 1990;
Leyser et al. 1996; Rogg et al. 2001; Fukaki et al. 2002), as do ethylene insensitive
mutants, such as ein2 (Rahman et al. 2002). Root hair elongation is enhanced by
auxin treatment (Rahman et al. 2002) and in mutants that have elevated auxin
synthesis, including sur1 and yucca (Boerjan et al. 1995; Zhao et al. 2001). The
constitutive activation of ethylene signaling or synthesis by eto1 or ctr1, treatment
with exogenous ethylene, or ACC also promotes root hair elongation (Pitts et al.
1998; Dolan 2001; Strader et al. 2010). In contrast, root hairs are significantly
shorter in ethylene insensitive mutants (Masucci and Schiefelbein 1994; Pitts et al.
1998; Rahman et al. 2002) and seedlings treated with inhibitors of ethylene syn-
thesis or signaling (Dolan 2001; Zhang et al. 2003). Auxin is able to rescue root hair
elongation defects in ethylene insensitive mutants, and inhibition of auxin influx
exacerbates the ein2 root hair phenotype (Rahman et al. 2002). Application of ACC
or IAA to the root hair deficient mutant, rhd6, restores root hair initiation (Masucci
and Schiefelbein 1994). Collectively, these results indicate that ethylene and auxin
responses are both required for maximal root hair initiation and elongation and that
these two hormones act in concert on this process.

Fig. 10.2 Ethylene negatively regulates gravity response. Treatment of roots with either ethylene
or its biosynthetic precursor, ACC, reduces root gravitropic curvature. a The images of roots
include both root tip angles at low magnification and confocal images of roots at 8 h after
reorientation 90° relative to the gravity vector. The angle of gravity is indicated by an arrow. The
confocal image shows individual cells after propidium iodide staining (red) and the asymmetric
expression of the auxin responsive DR5-GFP reporter across the untreated root (green). In
contrast, ACC treatment leads to DR5-GFP fluorescence on the upper side, which then minimizes
the auxin gradient across the root reducing gravitropic curvature. Scale bars = 100 μm. b The
model indicates the presence of elevated auxin transport protein synthesis and enhanced auxin
accumulation in the root tip. The increases in auxin transport are accompanied by increases in
flavonol accumulation in the elongation zone of ethylene treated seedlings, which combine to
prevent auxin export from the root tip, reducing formation of the gradient of auxin across a gravity
stimulated root tip that is needed for gravitropic curvature. Reprinted with permission from Trends
in Plant Science (Muday et al. 2012)

b
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10.2 Auxin and Ethylene Regulate Hypocotyl Growth
and Development

10.2.1 Hypocotyl Elongation

In hypocotyls, the ability of ethylene to control elongation has received consider-
able study, while the role of auxin in controlling the maintenance of the apical hook
and control of hypocotyl elongation has more recently been linked to modulation of
ethylene responses. Ethylene inhibits hypocotyl growth as part of the triple
response, while auxin is best known for its ability to enhance hypocotyl growth.
The effects of these hormones on shoot growth also differ by environmental con-
ditions and species. In the dark, ethylene causes growth inhibition of Arabidopsis
hypocotyls (Bleecker et al. 1988; Guzman and Ecker 1990), while in the light it
stimulates growth (Smalle et al. 1997; Collett et al. 2000). Auxin is more effective
in stimulating growth and auxin transport levels in light-grown, than in dark-grown
seedlings (Sargent et al. 1974; Yang and Hoffman 1984; Hall et al. 1985; Jensen
et al. 1998; Rashotte et al. 2003; Poupart et al. 2005; Liu et al. 2011).

10.2.2 Apical Hook Formation

Most research examining auxin-ethylene crosstalk in the hypocotyl has focused on
apical hook development. There are three phases to hook development (formation,
maintenance, and opening) with hook formation and maintenance involving
asymmetrical growth caused by both altered cell division and elongation (Raz and
Ecker 1999; Gupta et al. 2012). Evidence that auxin is involved in hook devel-
opment comes from the observation that seedlings with auxin transport blocked by
auxin transport inhibitors or in mutants with altered auxin transport have a reduced
apical hook (Garbers et al. 1996; Lehman et al. 1996; Friml and Palme 2002; de
Grauwe et al. 2005; Muday et al. 2006; Abbas et al. 2013). However, in at least one
case, the defect in auxin transport may be tied to elevated ethylene synthesis
(Skottke et al. 2011). Similarly, wild type seedlings in the presence of high levels of
exogenous auxin or mutants that over-accumulate auxin lack an apical hook
(Boerjan et al. 1995; King et al. 1995; Lehman et al. 1996; Zhao et al. 2001), and
auxin resistant mutants have reduced or no hook (Lehman et al. 1996; Tian and
Reed 1999; Dharmasiri et al. 2005). Application of ethylene to wild-type plants or
mutations in eto1 and ctr1 lead to exaggerated apical hooks (Guzman and Ecker
1990; Kieber et al. 1993). In contrast, ethylene insensitive mutants fail to form an
exaggerated apical hook in the presence of applied ethylene (Roman et al. 1995).
Time-lapse imaging of apical hooks shows that ethylene prolongs the formation
phase in apical hook development leading to an increased hook angle (Vanden-
bussche et al. 2010; Zadnikova et al. 2010) during a limited developmental window
(Raz and Ecker 1999).
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10.2.3 Hypocotyl Nutation and Gravitropism

Auxin-ethylene crosstalk has also been studied in the context of differential growth
leading to hypocotyl curvature. Nutational bending and gravitropism of shoots has
been linked to alterations in auxin transport and auxin accumulation in the zone of
bending (Britz and Galston 1982; Hashiguchi et al. 2013). Ethylene also stimulates
nutations in hypocotyls of etiolated Arabidopsis seedlings (Binder et al. 2006). These
nutations are eliminated by application of NPA suggesting that ethylene-stimulated
nutations require normal auxin transport. Interestingly, ETR1 ethylene receptor is
both necessary and sufficient for nutations, but is not necessary for apical hook
formation (Binder et al. 2006; Kim et al. 2011). Thus ETR1, but not the other receptor
isoforms, may be subtly influencing auxin transport or accumulation. Ethylene has
been reported to negatively impact shoot gravitropism (Gupta et al. 2012), consistent
with complex interactions between tropistic growth and ethylene in this tissue.

10.3 Auxin and Ethylene Signaling Pathways

10.3.1 Auxin Signaling Pathways

To explore the mechanisms by which auxin and ethylene act together or in
opposition to control growth and development, it is necessary to summarize the
signaling pathways that control these responses. The signaling cascade that drives
auxin-regulated gene expression has been well characterized (as reviewed by
Chapman and Estelle 2009). Auxin causes profound and rapid increases in
expression of genes with changes in the AUX/IAA, GH3, and SAUR families being
the best described (Chapman and Estelle 2009). With the advent of genome-wide
transcriptional profiling, additional rapidly regulated auxin-dependent transcripts
have been identified (Vanneste et al. 2005; Paponov et al. 2008; Lewis et al. 2013).
Genetic approaches have provided insight into the function of several transcrip-
tional targets and other proteins that mediate auxin signaling and transcriptional
responses. Auxin binds to the TRANSPORT INHIBITOR RESPONSE 1 (TIR1)
receptor or another auxin F-box (AFB) protein, which are E3-ubiquitin ligases that
add ubiquitin tags to AUX/IAA transcriptional repressor proteins (Chapman and
Estelle 2009). This ubiquitination targets AUX/IAA proteins for proteolytic
destruction (Dharmasiri et al. 2005; Kepinski and Leyser 2005). Destruction of
AUX/IAA repressors release auxin response factors (ARFs), which are transcription
factors that mediate auxin-dependent transcription (Abel et al. 1995a; Ulmasov
et al. 1999). Mutations in genes encoding ARFs and TIR1/AFBs alter auxin
responses, as do mutations that stabilize AUX/IAA proteins, preventing their
proteolytic destruction (Dharmasiri et al. 2005; Lee et al. 2009). The core auxin
transcriptional response machinery drives the synthesis of proteins that modulate
auxin dependent growth processes. The right half of Fig. 10.3 depicts the auxin
signaling pathway, culminating in the transcription of auxin-responsive genes.
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10.3.2 Auxin Transport

Another mechanism that controls the available auxin for signaling is its redistri-
bution throughout the plant from sites of synthesis. Auxin is transported from cell to
cell in a polar fashion. In shoots, indole 3-acetic acid (IAA), the predominant
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Fig. 10.3 Model of auxin/ethylene crosstalk. In Arabidopsis, ethylene, and auxin responses are
initiated by binding the ETR1 and TIR1 receptors, respectively. Ethylene binds to and inhibits
ETR1 activity, which in turn leads to inhibition of the CTR kinase, a negative regulator of EIN2
activity. EIN2 activates the EIN3 and EIN3-like (EIL) family of transcription factors, which in turn
promote transcription of genes containing an ethylene responsive element (ERE) in their promoter
region. Auxin signaling is mediated by proteasome-dependent degradation of AUX/IAA
transcriptional repressors, which release ARF transcription factors to activate transcription of
genes with auxin responsive elements (AUXRE) in their regulatory region. Primary crosstalk
occurs by activation of genes that contain both AUXRE and ERE in their promoter region
allowing both signaling pathways to directly regulate transcription. Secondary crosstalk occurs
through expression of genes that are either auxin or ethylene responsive, but whose activities
control expression of genes that regulate the other hormones synthesis, signaling, or response.
Reprinted with permission from Trends in Plant Science (Muday et al. 2012)
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naturally occurring auxin, moves unidirectionally from the apex to the base
(Zazimalova et al. 2010). In roots, auxin transport is more complex, with two
distinct polarities. IAA moves acropetally or in the rootward direction through the
central cylinder and basipetally (shootward) through the outer layers of root cells. In
Arabidopsis roots, both polarities of IAA movement control distinct processes and
are mediated by unique suites of auxin transporters and their accessory proteins.
Rootward (acropetal) movement of IAA from the shoot toward the root apex has
been implicated in the control of lateral root formation and elongation (Reed et al.
1998; Casimiro et al. 2001; Bhalerao et al. 2002; Lewis et al. 2011a). AUX1
(Marchant et al. 2002; Negi et al. 2008; Lewis et al. 2011a), ABCB19 (Wu et al.
2007), and PIN 1, 3, and 7 (Benkova et al. 2003; Laskowski et al. 2008; Lewis et al.
2011a) participate in rootward auxin transport and lateral root initiation. Shootward
(basipetal) movement of IAA in roots from the root apex is required for gravity
response (Rashotte et al. 2000). AUX1 (Bennett et al. 1996; Marchant et al. 1999),
PIN2 (Chen et al. 1998; Müller et al. 1998; Rashotte et al. 2000), and ABCB4
(Lewis et al. 2007) mediate this polarity of IAA transport and mutants of these
genes exhibit altered gravitropic responses. By using plants with mutations in these
genes, it is possible to separate ethylene’s effect on auxin transport from its
potential effect on auxin signaling and elucidate the mechanisms governing the
developmental processes that are influenced by these two hormones.

10.3.3 Ethylene Signaling Pathways

The ethylene signal transduction pathway has been identified through genetic
analyses and the details of this pathway have been reviewed elsewhere (Giovannoni
2007; Kendrick and Chang 2008; Stepanova and Alonso 2009; elsewhere in this
book). Important proteins in the ethylene signaling and synthesis pathways are
briefly summarized here, as plants with mutations in these genes have been used to
examine crosstalk with auxin. Physiological and genetic characterization of ethyl-
ene mutants has revealed a linear signaling pathway that begins with ethylene
binding to and turning off its receptor proteins, including ETR1 and its tomato
ortholog, NEVER-RIPE (NR) (Chang et al. 1993; Wilkinson et al. 1995). CTR1, a
protein kinase with sequence similarity to the catalytic domain of RAF protein
kinase (a mitogen-activated protein kinase kinase kinase) is downstream from
ETR1 and functions as a negative regulator of signaling (Kieber et al. 1993; Huang
et al. 2003). EIN2 is an essential, positive modulator of ethylene signaling (Alonso
et al. 1999) that regulates the activity of transcription factors, including EIN3 and
EIN3-like (EIL) proteins, whose targets include ETHYLENE RESPONSE FAC-
TOR1 (ERF1) and EDF1 though 4 (ETHYLENE RESPONSE DNA BINDING
FACTOR 1 through 4) (Solano et al. 1998; Alonso et al. 2003). As a result of this
hierarchical transcriptional cascade, ethylene either positively or negatively regu-
lates diverse genes encoding proteins that mediate the growth response to ethylene
(as reviewed by Stepanova et al. 2007; Kendrick and Chang 2008). Figure 10.3
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contains a simplified schematic of the Arabidopsis ethylene signaling pathway with
these proteins indicated. This detailed understanding of ethylene signaling, and the
associated genetic resources, provide an excellent framework in which the role of
ethylene in root growth and development can be examined.

10.4 Examination of Crosstalk Between Auxin
and Ethylene Signaling Pathways

10.4.1 Signaling Crosstalk Regulating Root Elongation

The ability of auxin and ethylene to control root elongation is linked to ethylene
enhancing auxin signaling. Auxin-dependent gene expression is strongly enhanced
by elevated levels of ethylene. The ability of ethylene to induce auxin signaling is
readily observed after ethylene or ACC treatment or in the eto1 background by
increased expression of auxin-inducible reporters in the root elongation zone,
including DR5-GUS (Ruzicka et al. 2007; Stepanova et al. 2007; Negi et al. 2008;
Strader et al. 2010), DR5-GFP (Ruzicka et al. 2007; Lewis et al. 2011a), DR5-
vYFP (Lewis et al. 2011b) and IAA2-GUS (Swarup et al. 2007). An example of
DR5-vYFP induction after ACC treatment is shown in Fig. 10.4. Ethylene’s ability
to regulate root growth depends on the presence of a functional auxin signaling
network (Ruzicka et al. 2007; Stepanova et al. 2007; Swarup et al. 2007). The auxin
transcriptional machinery that controls this response is not yet clear. Two studies
have examined the role of ARF7/ARF19 in ethylene-mediated primary root growth
inhibition with contradictory findings (Li et al. 2006; Ruzicka et al. 2007). A recent
study indicated that ARF7 or ARF19 function is required for ethylene response in
etiolated hypocotyls (Robles et al. 2012).

The evidence is much less clear on whether a fully functional ethylene signaling
pathway is required for maximal auxin dependent root growth inhibition. Two
groups report different growth effects of exogenous auxin on the ethylene insen-
sitive mutants, ein2 and etr1, with one report of insensitivity to NAA (Ruzicka et al.
2007), and another report of normal response to IAA (Stepanova et al. 2007).
Finally, etr1 and ein2 mutants exhibit a wild-type response to IAA when transcript
abundance of genes encoding auxin transport proteins and flavonol biosynthetic
enzymes are examined, even though these mutations block the transcriptional
responses to ACC (Lewis et al. 2011a, b). These results suggest that ethylene
signaling is not necessary in some cases either for the effect of IAA on transcription
of target genes or on growth inhibition. In a genome-wide transcript data set in
which IAA and ethylene treated dark grown roots were examined, 28 % of the IAA
responsive transcripts showed altered response in the ein2 mutant (Stepanova et al.
2007), suggesting that the transcriptional response of some IAA responsive genes
does require ethylene signaling.
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Fig. 10.4 Auxin and ethylene synergistically inhibit root elongation and antagonistically regulate
lateral root development. In untreated roots, lateral root formation occurs in the lateral root forming
zone (LRFZ) as a result of localized auxin maxima. This accumulation may occur as a result of
depletion of PIN3 and PIN7 proteins that prevents auxin movement away from these points,
enhancing auxin accumulation. Ethylene increases rootward auxin transport by increasing
transcription and translation of PIN3 and PIN7 in the central cylinder, which may then deplete the
lateral root-forming region of auxin, while increasing auxin accumulation in the root apex or
meristematic zone (MZ). This effect may be responsible for ethylene’s negative regulation of
lateral root formation. At the root tip, increases in transcription and translation of AUX1 and PIN2
enhance shootward transport of the auxin into the elongation zone (EZ). Accumulation of
quercetin and kaempferol, two flavonoids, increases upon ACC treatment (shown in yellow),
which limits shootward auxin transport leading to enhanced accumulation at the root tip. Insets
show confocal micrographs of root tips expressing nuclear localized DR5:vYFP in the presence
and absence of ACC treatment. Reprinted and modified with permission from Trends in Plant
Science (Muday et al. 2012)
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10.4.2 Signaling Crosstalk Regulating Lateral Root
Development

The interactions between auxin and ethylene signaling pathways have also been
examined in control of lateral root formation, a process in which auxin and ethylene
have antagonistic effects. Although the expression of the DR5rev:GFP reporter
increases in the root tip in response to ACC treatment, consistent with the synergistic
inhibition of growth in this region, in the mature regions of the root where lateral roots
form, DR5rev:GFP fluorescence was reduced after ACC treatment with opposite
responses in both regions to the ethylene synthesis inhibitor, aminoethoxyvinylgly-
cine (AVG) (Lewis et al. 2011a). The ACC-dependent auxin transport protein tran-
script changes are lost in ethylene signaling mutants, ein2 and etr1, while IAA-
induced changes are not (Lewis et al. 2011a). Similarly, in tir1, auxin-induced gene
expression changes are lost, but ACC-induced transcription and repression of root
branching are maintained (Lewis et al. 2011a). These results are consistent with
independent auxin and ethylene signaling pathways controlling transcription of the
same target genes.

10.4.3 Signaling Crosstalk Occurs at the Level
of Transcriptional Responses

A model depicting the potential layers of crosstalk that may control transcriptional
responses to auxin and ethylene is shown in Fig. 10.3. Although auxin and ethylene
may both enhance expression of certain genes, these transcriptional effects may
operate through independent signaling pathways and lead to primary transcriptional
crosstalk, in which both auxin and ethylene dependent transcription factors directly
bind to and regulate expression of target genes. Consistent with this possibility,
examination of the upstream regulatory region of genes encoding flavonol biosyn-
thetic enzymes, whose transcription is induced by both auxin and ethylene, contained
regions with sequence similarity to both AuxRE (auxin-responsive element) and ERE
(ethylene-responsive element). AuxRE and ERE are known sites of ARF or EIN3/
EIL binding, respectively. In contrast, the upstream regulatory region of one flavonol
biosynthesis gene (TT7), which was induced by auxin, but not ethylene, had a
potential AuxRE, but no identifiable ERE-like sequence (Lewis et al. 2011b).

To dissect the interactions between auxin and ethylene at the level of transcription
more globally, a microarray analysis of dark grown Arabidopsis roots was performed
using wild-type, ein2, and the auxin insensitive aux1 mutant with and without auxin
and ethylene treatment (Stepanova et al. 2007). This experiment uncovered numerous
genes that were only regulated by auxin or ethylene, but also found that 33 % of
ethylene regulated genes and 23 % of auxin regulated genes were in both data sets
(Stepanova et al. 2007). Of the transcripts whose expression changed after auxin
treatment, 38 % required EIN2 function for this induction, while 28 % of ethylene
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altered transcripts required AUX1 (Stepanova et al. 2007). Interpretation of the later
result is complex, since AUX1 is an auxin transport protein and mutations in AUX1
cause auxin insensitivity as a secondary phenotype. When the 5′-UTR of the genes in
this large data set were examined, ARF binding sites were found to be enriched in the
genes whose transcripts increased after auxin treatment, especially those that were not
induced by ethylene. In contrast, EIN3/EIL and AP2/EREBP binding sites were not
enriched in any of the populations identified in this study. The authors concluded that
other types of transcription factors may be necessary for the ethylene response. They
also concluded that ethylene and auxin may mostly act independently to control
transcription (Stepanova et al. 2007). This possibility is also indicated in Fig. 10.3 as a
secondary crosstalk, in which targets of ethylene and auxin crosstalk are further
downstream from primary auxin- or ethylene-responsive genes.

To fully understand the crosstalk between auxin and ethylene in regulation of gene
expression additional experimentation is required. The experiment described above
(Stepanova et al. 2007) and many others focused on ethylene effects on gene
expression used dark grown plants in which root development is minimal. In contrast,
experiments focused on auxin induced transcript changes used light grown seedlings
and have demonstrated strong interconnected networks of light and auxin signaling
(Cluis et al. 2004; Sibout et al. 2006). Furthermore, many of the microarray studies of
auxin response were performed with RNA extracted from whole seedlings, rather
than root tissue, further complicating interpretation of transcriptional events linked to
root growth and development, as is clear from a recent meta-analysis of whole
seedling versus root specific auxin transcriptomes (Lewis et al. 2013). In two root
specific auxin-transcriptome data sets from light grown seedlings, transcripts linked
to ethylene signaling and synthesis have been identified (Vanneste et al. 2005; Lewis
et al. 2013). A recent study of the transcriptome of light grown Arabidopsis roots
identified 240 transcripts that are differentially expressed after ACC treatment, with
only 7 of these transcripts linked to auxin signaling, synthesis, or transport (Markakis
et al. 2012). It is clear that understanding this crosstalk will require additional gen-
ome-wide transcript studies to understand these transcriptional interactions. Toge-
ther, these studies show that auxin signaling networks are required for ethylene effects
on some growth and gene expression responses, but additional experiments provided
evidence that crosstalk between auxin and ethylene also occurred at other levels
including regulation of the synthesis and transport of auxin.

10.5 Ethylene Modulates Auxin Transport

Ethylene regulates elongation growth, gravitropism, and lateral root development in
part by modulating auxin transport. Early investigations into the mechanisms of
ethylene action focused predominately on plant shoots, with several implicating
auxin transport regulation as part of ethylene’s mode of action in a range of plant
species (Burg and Burg 1967; Beyer and Morgan 1971; Suttle 1988). More recent
studies have focused on roots of genetically tractable species, including Arabidopsis
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and tomato. These studies have shown that elevated ethylene levels caused by
treatment with the ethylene precursor, ACC, or by elevated synthesis in the eto1 and
epi mutants positively regulate both shootward and rootward auxin transport (Negi
et al. 2008, 2010). The elevated IAA transport after ACC treatment is lost in the
Arabidopsis and tomato ethylene signaling mutants etr1 and ein2, and nr, respec-
tively (Negi et al. 2008, 2010). Plants with mutations in genes encoding auxin
transport proteins were used to identify the specific proteins that mediate ethylene
regulated auxin transport (Negi et al. 2008; Lewis et al. 2011a).

10.5.1 Ethylene Regulated Auxin Transport Controls Root
Elongation

The rapid growth inhibition caused by ethylene or ACC treatment is dependent in
part upon regulation of auxin transport within the root tip. Forward genetic screens
have identified ethylene insensitive mutant alleles of PIN2 and AUX1, suggesting
normal auxin transport capacity is necessary for the full inhibition of growth by
ethylene (Pickett et al. 1990; Luschnig et al. 1998). This necessity is specific to this
set of transport proteins, as pin1, pin4, and pin7 are normally sensitive to ethylene’s
effect on root elongation (Ruzicka et al. 2007). Ethylene increases the accumulation
of AUX1 and PIN2 transcripts and promoter or protein fusion reporters (Ruzicka
et al. 2007; Lewis et al. 2011b), which is linked to enhanced auxin accumulation at
the root tip. Treatment of aux1 with low levels of NAA, which bypasses AUX/LAX
proteins (Yamamoto and Yamamoto 1998), partially reverses ethylene insensitivity
(Rahman et al. 2001), while IAA, which requires influx proteins for entry into cells,
does not. This result suggests that auxin influx proteins are essential for ethylene
inhibition of elongation. Reduced cell expansion may be caused by the enhanced
accumulation of auxin in the elongation zone mediated by elevated expression of
PIN2 and AUX1 in epidermal cells.

10.5.2 Ethylene Regulates Auxin Transport to Modulate Root
Gravitropism

The inhibition of root gravitropism by ethylene may also act through modulation of
auxin transport. Root gravitropism is driven by formation of an auxin gradient
across a root tip, which requires AUX1 and PIN2 mediated shootward IAA
transport. Both decreases and increases in auxin transport can impair formation of
this gradient (Muday and Rahman 2008). For instance, the reduction in shootward
auxin transport in eir1/agr1 and pid-9 or perturbation of transport by auxin trans-
port inhibitors reduces or abolishes root gravitropic curvature (Chen et al. 1998;
Rashotte et al. 2000; Sukumar et al. 2009). Similarly, an enhancement in shootward
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transport of auxin is accompanied by a reduced rate of gravity response in rcn1 and
tt4 mutant roots (Rashotte et al. 2001; Buer and Muday 2004). Ethylene increases
shootward IAA transport (Negi et al. 2008), upon which gravitropism relies for
differential growth (Rashotte et al. 2000), suggesting that ethylene may modulate
gravitropism by altering auxin transport. Consistent with ethylene targeting auxin
transport, mutants with defects in genes encoding auxin transport proteins have
defects in gravitropism and ethylene responses. These mutants include the auxin
influx mutant aux1 (Maher and Martindale 1980) and the auxin efflux mutants agr1/
eir1/pin2/wav6 (Chen et al. 1998; Luschnig et al. 1998; Müller et al. 1998; Utsuno
et al. 1998). Similarly, mutations that alter auxin signaling are also associated with
reduced ethylene sensitivity and altered gravitropic curvature, including axr1
(Estelle and Somerville 1987), tir1-1 (Ruzicka et al. 2007; Shibasaki et al. 2009),
axr2 (Wilson et al. 1990), axr3 (Leyser et al. 1996; Ruzicka et al. 2007), and dgt of
tomato (Zobel 1973; Muday et al. 1995). A recent genetic screen identified the
are1-1 mutant as a second site modifier of the ctr1-1 mutant, which conveys root
specific ethylene insensitive root growth and gravitropism (Shin et al. 2013). This
mutant has altered auxin distribution and transport (Shin et al. 2013). Taken
together, these results provide evidence that auxin and ethylene may act in concert
to regulate the root gravity response.

However, mutants that are ethylene resistant, but auxin sensitive, show more
variable gravitropic phenotype. Both ein2 and etr1 show wild-type root gravity
response in the absence of ethylene (Rahman et al. 2001; Buer et al. 2006). In
contrast, in the presence of elevated ethylene, which reduces gravitropic response in
wild-type, etr1, ein2, and the ACC insensitive alh1 (ACC related long hypocotyls),
exhibit enhanced root gravity response compared with wild-type (Vandenbussche
et al. 2003; Buer et al. 2006). Many ethylene insensitive plants have wild-type root
gravitropism when ethylene is limiting such as when plants are grown along the
surface of agar plates. However, when plants are grown in soil, ethylene levels are
likely to be much higher due to more limited diffusion, yielding greater differences
in response between wild-type and ethylene insensitive mutants. In support of this
possibility, the root phenotype of the ethylene insensitive Nr mutant is enhanced
when roots are growing in soil relative to roots grown on agar medium (Negi et al.
2010). Additionally, when Arabidopsis plants are grown along the surface of agar
media in plates that are wrapped to prevent diffusion of ethylene gas, root waving is
impaired relative to plants grown where diffusion is not limited (Buer et al. 2006).

The demonstration that exogenous application of ACC enhances shootward
auxin transport (Ruzicka et al. 2007; Negi et al. 2008) could explain the observed
ACC inhibition of root gravitropism. Ethylene-elevated shootward transport of
auxin would prevent the formation of an auxin gradient required for the early phase
of gravitropic response, as shown in the model in Fig. 10.2. In particular, in the
presence of ethylene, auxin may be elevated on both sides of the root, rather than
simply on the lower side, as shown using DR5-GFP reporter constructs in Fig. 10.2.

190 G.K. Muday et al.



10.5.3 Ethylene Regulates Auxin Transport During
Mechanical Stimulation

The above model also explains the roles of ethylene and auxin in the altered growth of
mechanically impeded roots. During mechanical impedance, root morphology is
modulated by enhanced ethylene signaling (Okamoto et al. 2008). Not surprisingly,
the change in ethylene response is coupled with a change in root auxin response.
Mechanical impedance also induces the expression of Anthranilate Synthase (AS)
AS-α and AS-β genes, whose gene products catalyze the first committed step of
biosynthesis of tryptophan, an auxin precursor (Radwanski et al. 1996; Okamoto et al.
2008). Further analyses of the auxin responsive reporters DR5-GUS and IAA2-GUS
revealed the formation of an auxin gradient with greater accumulation in the lower
side of the mechanically impeded roots (Okamoto et al. 2008). Taken together, these
results suggest that localized enhancements in ethylene signaling in mechanically
impeded roots stimulates auxin production in the root tip, and promotes its asym-
metric redistribution, which is an absolute requirement for root gravity response
(Muday and Rahman 2008). Consistent with this hypothesis, the aux1 mutant is
insensitive to the mechanical impedance response (Okamoto et al. 2008). Further
support to this idea comes from a recent report demonstrating that tomato root pen-
etration in soil was completely blocked by ethylene signaling inhibitors, which also
altered auxin dependent gene expression at the root apex (Santisree et al. 2011).

10.5.4 Ethylene Regulates Synthesis of Flavonols, Which Act
as Endogenous Inhibitors of Auxin Transport

Ethylene reduces root elongation and gravitropism at least partially through mod-
ulation of auxin transport by inducing the synthesis of flavonols, which are negative
regulators of auxin transport (Buer et al. 2006; Lewis et al. 2011b). Flavonols have
been shown to regulate auxin transport in vivo, by demonstration of elevated auxin
transport in the tt4 mutant, which synthesizes no flavonols (Brown et al. 2001; Buer
and Muday 2004; Peer et al. 2004) and in vitro by inhibition of auxin efflux either in
tissue segments (Jacobs and Rubery 1988) or through ABCB proteins expressed in
a heterologous system (Geisler et al. 2005; Bailly et al. 2008). The full inhibition of
gravitropism by ethylene requires the presence of flavonols, with genetic evidence
indicating that quercetin is the active molecule (Buer et al. 2006; Lewis et al.
2011b). Treatment of Arabidopsis seedlings with ethylene induces flavonol accu-
mulation (Buer et al. 2006; Lewis et al. 2011b), as shown in Fig. 10.4, in an ETR1
and EIN2 dependent fashion (Lewis et al. 2011b). Taken together, these data
support the model shown in Fig. 10.4 in which the coordinated increases in auxin
transport from the root tip to the elongation zone (via PIN2 and AUX1) and
inhibition of auxin transport within the elongation zone (by flavonols) together
elevate the auxin concentration in expanding root cells to growth inhibiting ranges.
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10.5.5 Ethylene Regulates Lateral Root Development
by Altering Auxin Transport

A mechanism by which ethylene regulates auxin transport and inhibits root
branching have recently been identified. Ethylene increases rootward auxin trans-
port and decreases lateral root number in Arabidopsis and tomato (Negi et al. 2008,
2010; Lewis et al. 2011a, b), a surprising result given the generally positive cor-
relation between shoot to root transport of auxin and root branching. Mutants in
auxin transport proteins that are less sensitive to the effect of ethylene on lateral root
formation and rootward auxin transport include pin3, pin7, aux1, and lax3. In
contrast, neither abcb19 nor pin2 show any difference in ethylene responsiveness in
either process. Additionally abundance of transcripts encoding PIN3, PIN7, and
AUX1 and fluorescent protein reporters fused to these proteins decreased in the
presence of the ethylene synthesis inhibitor, AVG, and increased after ACC
treatment, as illustrated in the model in Fig. 10.4. Specifically, local depletions of
PIN3 and PIN7 protein below (or on the rootward side) of developing lateral root
primordia has been suggested to lead to local auxin maxima that drive lateral root
formation (Laskowski et al. 2008). The local reduction in PIN3 and PIN7-GFP
fluorescence is abolished after treatment with ACC, replaced by global elevation of
PIN3 and PIN7 abundance through the whole root that correlates with enhanced
long distance auxin movement (Lewis et al. 2011a). While this enhanced rootward
transport depletes auxin in the regions from which lateral roots initiate, it likely
contributes to the elevated auxin levels in the root tip, which inhibit root elongation.
This effect is also shown schematically in Fig. 10.4.

10.5.6 Ethylene and Auxin Transport Regulate Root Hair
Elongation

Recent evidence suggests that an intracellular threshold of auxin, controlled by auxin
influx and efflux processes, is required for optimal elongation of root hairs. The auxin
influx mutant aux1 develops shorter root hairs (Okada and Shimura 1994; Pitts et al.
1998; Rahman et al. 2002). The restoration of the root hair length of aux1 to wild-type
level with a minute amount of NAA, which does not affect the intracellular ethylene
response, further confirms that besides ethylene, auxin also plays a major role in
regulating the root hair elongation process (Rahman et al. 2002). The auxin efflux
mutant eir1/pin2 also shows a short root hair phenotype, which has been attributed to
the reduced auxin supply from the root tip to the hair differentiation zone (Cho et al.
2007). The requirement of auxin transport in regulating root hair elongation has been
confirmed in several recent studies (Schlicht et al. 2008; Jones et al. 2009; Ganguly
et al. 2010), including the report that the long root hair phenotype of ethylene over
production mutant eto1 can be reversed by specifically blocking auxin influx in an
aux1 eto1 double mutant (Strader et al. 2010).
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10.6 Ethylene Regulate Auxin Transport, Signaling,
and Synthesis in Hypocotyls

10.6.1 Ethylene Modulates Auxin Transport in Hypocotyls

Ethylene-auxin crosstalk in hypocotyls also acts through modulation of auxin
transport. Ethylene inhibits auxin transport in excised pea stems (Burg and Burg
1966; Suttle 1988) and high concentrations of IAA increase ethylene production
that, in turn, diminishes growth. Application of NPA inhibits hypocotyl growth of
light-grown Arabidopsis seedlings (Jensen et al. 1998), but has minimal effect on
hypocotyl growth of dark-grown seedlings (Garbers et al. 1996; Lehman et al.
1996; Jensen et al. 1998), suggesting that auxin transport is important for hypocotyl
elongation in the light, but not in the dark. Consistent with this, auxin transport in
hypocotyls of Arabidopsis (Rashotte et al. 2003) and tomato (Liu et al. 2011) is
lower in dark-grown seedlings compared to light-grown seedlings. However, eth-
ylene-stimulated hypocotyl nutational bending of dark-grown Arabidopsis seed-
lings is blocked by NPA, suggesting that altered auxin transport may have subtle
growth effects on dark-grown hypocotyls (Binder et al. 2006). Auxin transport is
important for the effects of ethylene since NPA blocks hook formation in eto1 and
ctr1 mutants (Lehman et al. 1996), while application of auxin restores hook for-
mation in ethylene insensitive mutants (Vandenbussche et al. 2010).

10.6.2 Ethylene Regulates Auxin Signaling and Synthesis
in Hypocotyls

Further evidence for ethylene’s effect on auxin accumulation or signaling comes
from reporter-gene and physiological experiments using auxin-deficient mutants.
DR5-GUS accumulates on the concave side of the apical hook and ethylene
treatment results in higher levels of accumulation (Li et al. 2004; Zadnikova et al.
2010). When the apical hook opens, this expression of DR5-GUS becomes more
diffuse (Zadnikova et al. 2010). Additionally, application of ethylene enhances
TAR2-GUS levels on the concave side of the hook and the apical hook is eliminated
in wei8 tar2 double mutants (Stepanova et al. 2008; Vandenbussche et al. 2010). In
contrast, ethylene reporter gene analysis shows that ethylene signaling is homog-
enous across the hook in air (Vandenbussche et al. 2010), although, application of
exogenous ethylene leads to an asymmetrical distribution of ACO2 in the apical
hook (Raz and Ecker 1999). Thus, ethylene may accentuate the apical hook by
increasing auxin levels on the concave side through both increased synthesis,
signaling, and transport.
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10.6.3 Ethylene Alters Auxin Transport During Apical Hook
Formation

Several auxin transporters were found to play a role in normal hook development.
Subtle effects on the apical hook are found in pin3, pin4, pin7, aux1, and lax3
mutants (Vandenbussche et al. 2010; Zadnikova et al. 2010). Many of these
transporters have overlapping roles in the apical hook since pin4 pin7 and aux1 lax3
double mutants have more severe apical hook phenotypes than the single mutants
(Vandenbussche et al. 2010; Zadnikova et al. 2010). ACC increases DR5-GUS,
PIN3-GFP, and AUX1-GUS expression on the concave side of the hook during the
period of maximal curvature (Vandenbussche et al. 2010; Zadnikova et al. 2010)
suggesting that ethylene exerts at least some of its effects on hook curvature through
both auxin influx and efflux carriers.

10.6.4 Ethylene Regulates Auxin Signaling in the Apical
Hook

In addition to altering auxin levels across the apical hook, it is also likely that ethylene
alters molecular components involved in auxin signaling. The expression of IAA3-
GUS, IAA12-GUS, and IAA13-GUS are elevated on the concave side of the hook
(Zadnikova et al. 2010). The asymmetric distribution of these reporters’ signal is
enhanced upon application of ACC, while NPA diminishes the asymmetric distri-
bution of IAA13-GUS (Zadnikova et al. 2010). It has also been reported that nph4
mutant has diminished auxin response and asymmetric growth including apical hook
formation (Stowe-Evans et al. 1998; Harper et al. 2000). However, these mutants
show normal triple responses (including an exaggerated apical hook when ethylene is
added) (Stowe-Evans et al. 1998; Harper et al. 2000). Thus, there appears to be
complex interactions between ethylene and auxin that affect hook curvature.

TheHLS1 gene was identified in a screen in which it failed to form an apical hook
in the presence of exogenous ethylene (Guzman and Ecker 1990) and was used
extensively to examine ethylene-auxin crosstalk in the apical hook. Overexpression
of HLS1 causes an exaggerated apical hook (Lehman et al. 1996). Epistasis analysis
placed HLS1 downstream of CTR1 (Roman et al. 1995; Lehman et al. 1996). The
mRNA levels for HLS1 increase when seedlings are treated with ethylene and
decrease in ein2 mutants (Lehman et al. 1996). In the hls1 mutant both SAUR-Ac1
transcripts and DR5-GUS signal are reduced in the region where an apical hook
should form (Li et al. 2004), suggesting that disrupted auxin distribution leads to a
failure to form an apical hook (Lehman et al. 1996). A hls1 suppressor screen
identified ARF2 as a down-stream component in this regulation where hls1 arf2
double mutants showed partially restored hook curvature, responsiveness to ethylene,
and DR5-GUS expression (Li et al. 2004). Application of ethylene causes a decrease
of ARF2 protein in wild-type plants, while hls1 mutants over-accumulate ARF2 (Li
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et al. 2004). Thus, HLS1 appears to negatively regulate the levels of ARF2 and may
thereby lead to changes in auxin induced gene expression.

10.7 Reciprocal Regulation of Auxin and Ethylene
Synthesis

An interesting reciprocal regulation of auxin and ethylene synthesis has been
reported. Elevated levels of auxin lead to increased ethylene synthesis (Morgan and
Hall 1962), due to increased synthesis of specific members of the ACC synthase
(ACS) family, which catalyze the rate limiting step in ethylene synthesis (Abel et al.
1995b; Stepanova et al. 2007). Additionally, ethylene may also positively regulate
auxin synthesis (Basu et al. 2011). Free IAA levels increase in the root tip after
treatment with 100 µM ACC and this response is lost in etr1 or after treatment with
the ethylene synthesis inhibitor AVG (Ruzicka et al. 2007; Swarup et al. 2007). The
rate of IAA synthesis was also measured after ACC treatment and in one case, 10
and 100 µM ACC increased IAA synthesis (Swarup et al. 2007), but in another
case, 100 µM ACC did not have a significant effect on auxin synthesis (Ruzicka
et al. 2007). Yet, reductions in free IAA were detected by both groups in the
presence of AVG (Ruzicka et al. 2007; Swarup et al. 2007) leading to the
hypothesis that ethylene increases auxin biosynthesis. The demonstration that
constitutive ethylene signaling resulted in a fivefold increase in auxin concentration
over wild-type in the ctr1 root apex (Ikeda et al. 2009) further supports this idea.

10.7.1 Ethylene Increases Auxin Synthesis

Strong evidence that ethylene can induce auxin synthesis can be found in a screen
for weak ethylene insensitive (wei) mutants that identified several genes encoding
proteins that function in ethylene-induced auxin synthesis (Stepanova et al. 2005,
2008). These include the alpha and beta subunits of anthranilate synthase, ASA1/
WEI2/TIR7 and ASB1/WEI7, respectively, which catalyze the first step of tryp-
tophan biosynthesis and thereby contribute to IAA precursor availability (Stepa-
nova et al. 2005). The WEI8 gene encodes a tryptophan aminotransferase (TAA)
that functions in the indole-3-pyruvic acid branch of IAA synthesis and its cloning
led to identification of the TAR (TAA-related) gene family (Stepanova et al. 2008).
A wei8 tar2 mutant has significant reductions in free IAA, DR5-GUS expression at
the root tip in the presence and absence of ACC, and root growth inhibition
(Stepanova et al. 2008). The identification of a small molecule, L-kynurenin, which
inhibits TAA/TAR proteins, further supports the presence of a feedback loop
between auxin biosynthesis and ethylene signaling (He et al. 2011). A recent study
identified an additional aminotransferase, VAS1, which is involved in both auxin
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and ethylene biosynthesis (Zheng et al. 2013). Loss of function of VAS1 causes
auxin and ACC levels to increase (Zheng et al. 2013) suggesting this gene regulates
the homeostasis of both hormones. The interplay between auxin and ethylene
synthesis may vary between organisms, as Brachypodium shows different interac-
tions between ethylene and auxin synthesis (Pacheco-Villalobos et al. 2013).
Together, these results suggest that ethylene and auxin enhance each other’s syn-
thesis as one of the mechanisms by which these two hormones synergistically
inhibit root elongation.

10.8 Concluding Remarks

Ethylene alters many features of auxin-dependent seedling growth. In all cases
examined to date, these ethylene responses alter some feature of auxin function;
either signaling, synthesis, or transport, and in most cases all three. Ethylene
mediates these effects on seedling growth by acting through the canonical ethylene
signaling pathway. What is most fascinating about these interactions is that
although ethylene and auxin synergistically affect many processes, such as root
elongation and root hair formation, they act antagonistically in other processes,
such as lateral root formation. The interactions are even more complex for pro-
cesses in which auxin is asymmetrically accumulated to drive differential growth,
such as gravitropism or hook opening, where ethylene prevents this asymmetry by
either lowering or raising auxin accumulation on both sides of these organs.

The level of understanding of ethylene’s modulation of auxin transport, syn-
thesis, and signaling is quite divergent. The evidence for ethylene altering auxin
transport by altering the activity or synthesis of auxin transport proteins is now
clearly demonstrated, facilitated by the extensive understanding of the proteins that
mediate auxin transport. With recent insight into the pathways for auxin synthesis,
the mechanisms by which these two hormones regulate each other’s synthesis are
now being clarified. The areas in which additional insights are likely to emerge in
the near future are the identification of the precise transcriptional factor networks
that regulate these synergistic and antagonistic activities of ethylene and auxin in
controlling growth and developmental responses.
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