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Abstract. The visualization system of pollutant distribution contributes to 
scientific decision-making in the emergency pollution affairs. In this paper, we 
propose a framework which supports 3D visualization for real-time distribution 
and situation forecast of atmospheric chemical pollution. The core of our 
framework is a distributed system infrastructure, which is designed for massive 
data storage and parallel computing. The stored data includes terrain elevation, 
vector maps, satellite maps, meteorological data and concentration data from 
gas sensors. High-performance computing generates gridded data for 
visualization. Web-based 3D visual applications with B/S structure support 
cross-platform terminal access. 
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1 Introduction 

The atmospheric chemical pollution has a significant hazard to human health. The 
system for real-time monitoring, forecast and visualization of the pollution level in 
urban areas is an important tool for evaluating the atmospheric environment and 
dealing with the emergency pollution accidents. 

James J.Q. Yu et al. developed a method of collecting data from gas sensors 
deployed on the public traffic system[1]. Jinqiu Xiao et al. also attempted to monitor 
the atmospheric chemical pollution via the telecommunication network [2]. In 
addition, many other methods have been used to realize real-time monitoring [3]. 

Besides real-time data, the system needs the support of more information, 
including terrain elevation, satellite maps and vector maps, to estimate pollutant 
distribution around 3D space and forecast the diffusion situation [4]. 

Displaying the pollution level in 2D view is a common environment evaluation 
method at present [5]. Many people have attempted 3D visualization with terrain data 
[6-8].However, the combination of real-time pollution distribution and situation 
forecast with 3D terrain remains a great challenge.  
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Łukasz Kamiński et al. proposed a web-based GIS visualization architecture and 
indicated that the system integrated with sensors providing current on-line data 
containing measurement results was practical[9]. 

We propose a 3D visualization system for atmospheric chemical pollutant real-time 
distribution and situation forecast. The gas sensors are deployed on a mobile blimp 
with a large monitoring range for real-time measurement. The distributed system 
infrastructure is used to realize massive data storage and parallel computing. The 
pollutant distribution and situation forecast are estimated according to the diffusion 
model and real-time measurement data, and displayed on the cross-platform terminals 
to realize web-based 3D visualization. 

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. The architecture of the system is 
described in Section 2, and the infrastructure of data processing is shown in Section 3. 
In Section 4 and 5, the diffusion model and structure of 3D visualization platform are 
discussed. We conclude in Section 6. 

2 Architecture 

As shown in Fig.1, the system consists of three parts: flight platform for sensors 
deployment, ground station for data storage and processing, and access terminals for 
2D and 3D view. And as shown in Fig.2, the data access layer provides the storage, 
access and management interfaces for structured data (e.g. GPS, velocity, 
temperature, humidity, atmospheric pressure, wind speed, wind direction and 
chemical concentration) and unstructured data (e.g. video and images); in the business 
logic layer, a variety of data modeling methods are taken for data gridding Based on 
the pollution data of discrete points from gas sensors, and various visual structured 
data are generated from visualization mapping of gridded data, such as points, lines 
and planes; in the user interface, the contour lines and planes are drawn and rendered 
according to visual structured data to display atmospheric chemical pollution 
distribution, and the cross-platform visualization applications are realized based on 
WebGL technology. 

 

 

Fig. 1. Functional Structure Fig. 2. Hierarchical Structure 
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3 Data Processing Infrastructure 

As shown in Fig.3, the data processing infrastructure consist of three parts:1) Data 
source  The terrain data in the system includes terrain elevation, satellite maps and 
vector maps. The terrain elevation data is about 30GB from SRTM (Shuttle Radar 
Topography Mission). The satellite maps data is about 3TB in total. The vector maps 
data in the form of MapInfo is about 3GB, including the coordinate information of 
landmarks, such as buildings, roads, etc. The real-time monitoring data is divided into 
two types according to the format. One is video image in the form of streaming 
media; the other is structured data, including GPS, velocity, temperature, humidity, 
atmospheric pressure, wind speed, wind direction and chemical concentration, etc. 2) 
Data storage The distributed system based on Hadoop includes one NameNode and 
several DataNodes. The data of terrain elevation and satellite maps, which is not 
frequently read and written, is stored in the DataNodes of Hadoop system. The vector 
maps data is stored in the NameNode. Besides, the structured data, video data and 
visualization data from the model computing within a given period (e.g. one month) 
are all stored in the NameNode. The outdated data will be immigrated to the 
DataNodes of Hadoop system as historical data. 3) Data interface The data of terrain 
elevation and satellite maps are provided in the form of web map service, while the 
vector maps data is provided by the MapX. The real-time database supports ODBC 
interface, and the real-time video data supports video streaming playback interface. 
The historical data stored in Hadoop system can be accessed via historical data 
service. 

 

Fig. 3. Data Processing Infrastructure  

4 Diffusion Model 

After comprehensive comparison among Gaussian plume model [10,11], RIMPUFF 
(Lagrange atmospheric diffusion smoke model) [12], ATSTEP (the mixture of 
Gaussian model and Segmented plume model) [13,14], and CALPUFF (three-
dimensional unsteady Lagrange smoke diffusion system) [15], Gaussian plume  
model is chosen as the diffusion and situation forecast model of the system. The 
model can not only simulate current distribution of atmospheric pollutants diffusion 
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concentration in the leeward direction, but also forecast pollutant distribution 
sometime in the future according to real-time and historical data [16-19]. Headwind 
diffusion is considered and added to Gaussian plume model for optimization [20, 21]. 
The optimized model is more suitable for continuous point source diffusion. Pasquill 
diffusion parameter determination method combined with atmospheric parameters is 
taken to determine the diffusion coefficient. Subsequently, the concentration 
distribution of chemical pollutant and diffusion trend are visualized via model 
computing to realize diffusion analysis and situation forecast. 

5 3D Visualization 

As shown in Fig.4, 3D real-time visualization displays real-time distribution of 
chemical pollutant and provides the reference for situation forecast. It is related to the 
construction of 3D terrain platform, real-time data processing and visualization 
technology. 

 

 

Fig. 4. 3D Real-time Visualization Platform 

The construction of 3D terrain platform can be divided into 3 steps. Firstly, 3D 
terrain static data is retrieved from the database and calculated with corresponding 
texture data for the hybrid textures. Secondly, terrain elevation is used to divide 
terrain blocks according to terrain multi-resolution structure [22], and terrain data is 
obtained from building Quad-tree Spatial Data Model [23]. Finally, the hybrid texture 
and terrain data are used in the construction of 3D terrain platform via Semi-CLOD 
(Semi-Continuous Level Of Details) algorithm [24] and Surface Rendering 
technology[25]. The 3D terrain platform can realize location, paranoma roaming, 
multi-angle observation, multi-resolution and multi-level detail view. 

Real-time data processing calculates three categories of real-time sensing data 
(meteorological data, geographical data, and monitoring data) stored in the database 
via the established model, and it processes the calculated data via the parsed mapping 
algorithm and interpolation method to display current pollution level and range in the 
targeted area. Recent diffusion trend of chemical pollution can be predicted via 
relevant parameters setting and historical data analysis. And the pollution level and 
range can be displayed via paranoma roaming. 
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6 Conclusions 

In this paper, we propose a 3D visualization system for atmospheric chemical 
pollutant analysis. The main idea of the system is summarized as follows. 

1. Build a distributed system for massive data storage and parallel computing. 
2. Estimate gas concentrations around 3D space according to optimized diffusion 

model, terrain data, and real-time sensor data. 
3. Display real-time distribution and situation forecast efficiently in 3D view. 

 
We will research the massive unstructured data access and optimize the diffusion 
model. In addition, web-based 3D visualization will also be an important object to 
research. 
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