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Abstract

Rapid developments in engineering, microelectronics and computer sciences have greatly
changed both the instrumentation and the methodology in engineering geodesy. Advanced
technology is needed to meet the challenges of today. In dynamic monitoring, for instance,
there is an urgent need for continuous geodetic measurements to determine complex
movements. The development of an early warning system is possible only when exact
knowledge of the process of the object’s movement (e.g. of a landslide area) and all the other
physical parameters are available. Special emphasis is laid on the following research areas:
detection of potential movements on a large scale, an efficient and continuous observation
of critical areas and knowledge-based derivation of real time information about actual risks
in order to support an alert system. The necessary tools range from conventional terrestrial
measurements and alignment technology—GNSS, InSAR, geotechnical instrumentation—
to software systems such as GIS, Spatial Decision Support Systems (SDSS), and so on. For
the development of alert systems, the application of Artificial Intelligence (AI) techniques
in engineering geodesy is studied. AI, in general, means studying and designing intelligent
agents. An intelligent agent is a system which perceives its environment and takes actions
to maximize its chances of success. Methods used for uncertain reasoning are probabilistic
in nature, such as Bayesian networks, which represent a general tool that can be used for a
large number of problems. The achievements of the work in these fields in the past 4 years
are presented and discussed in this paper.

Keywords

Alert systems • Artificial intelligence (AI) in engineering geodesy • Dynamic monitoring •
Kinematic and dynamic behaviour of objects • Monitoring and system analysis

G. Retscher (�)
Department of Geodesy and Geoinformation, Vienna University
of Technology, Gusshausstrasse 27-29, 1040 Vienna, Austria
e-mail: gretsch@pop.tuwien.ac.at

G. Mentes
Geodetic and Geophysical Research Institute, Hungarian Academy
of Science, 9400 Sopron, Csatkai u. 6-8, Hungary
e-mail: mentes@ggki.hu

A. Reiterer
Fraunhofer Institute for Physical Measurement Techniques IPM,
Heidenhofstraße 8, 79110 Freiburg, Germany
e-mail: alexander.reiterer@ipm.fraunhofer.de

1 Introduction

This contribution provides a report of the work of the
IAG Sub-Commission 4.2 over the past 4 years. The main
achievements in this period are highlighted and discussed.
Newly developed sensors and algorithms have been applied
and integrated into alert systems, e.g. for monitoring of
landslides and for other tasks in engineering geodesy. AI
technologies can also be employed in alert systems. These
two research fields are discussed in more detail, including the
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work and the results that have been achieved by the working
groups WG 4.2.3 and 4.2.4.

2 Investigation of Kinematic
and Dynamic Behaviour of Landslides
and SystemAnalysis

Surface mass movements can cause a lot of damages. Fore-
casting landslides is of crucial importance due to the poten-
tially serious consequences to society. It is a difficult and
complex task which needs understanding of the relation-
ships between landslide generating processes (geological,
geophysical, hydrological, meteorological, etc.) and move-
ments of the sliding block and its surroundings. In addition
to the continuous recording of geophysical, hydrological,
meteorological, and other parameters, there is an urgent need
for continuous 3-D geodetic measurements to determine the
complex movements of landslide prone area to understand
the kinematic and dynamic behaviour of landslides. There is
a chance to develop an early warning system only in exact
knowledge of the process of the landslide area’ movement
and of all the other physical parameters. According to these
requirements the working group laid special emphasis on the
following research areas: detection of potential landslides
on large scale; an efficient and continuous observation of
critical areas; and a knowledge-based derivation of real time
information about actual risks in order to support an alert
system (Kahmen et al. 2007).

The main task of the working group in the last 4 years was
the development of 3-D geodetic measurement techniques.
In most cases, different geodetic measuring methods were
used simultaneously on the test sites, both to get more precise
information about the movements and to test and compare the
single measuring systems. For detection of landslide prone
areas, InSAR technique was used (Riedel and Walther 2008).
The InSAR technique was also combined with terrestrial
geodetic measuring techniques for continuous observation
of surface movements. For terrestrial geodetic measurements
new instruments and methods were developed and tested.
Instead of geodetic measurements carried out in periodi-
cal campaigns a great stress was laid on the continuous
geodetic measurement techniques to get data series directly
comparable with continuously collected hydrological (water
table, stream stage, pore pressure, etc.), meteorological (e.g.
precipitation, temperature), etc. data series for the study of
dynamic processes of landslides and to get more reliable
and comprehensive information for the development of early
warning systems.

In Germany, at the Institute of Physical Geodesy of
the Darmstadt University of Technology and at the Braun-
schweig University of Technology, ground-based microwave
interferometry was used to monitor surface displacements

in a quarry (Niemeier and Riedel 2010; Rödelsperger et al.
2010). Time domain reflectometry (TDR) for the detection
of surface displacements in boreholes, reflectorless video
tacheometry (VTPS) and a low cost GNSS sensor array
for 3-D determination of surface movements were tested by
researchers of the Chair of Engineering Geology and Chair of
Geodesy of Munich University of Technology and the Insti-
tute of Geodesy of the University of Federal Armed Forces
Munich (Thuro et al. 2010). At the Institute of Geodesy
and Geophysics of the Vienna University of Technology
and at the Geodetic Institute of the Darmstadt University of
Technology an automatic tacheometer measurement system
was used for landslide monitoring and an adaptive Kalman-
filtering method was developed to predict displacements
(Schmalz et al. 2010) with the aim to develop an early
warning system.

All members carried out measurements at different types
of landslide areas: in mountainous and hilly regions or
on stream banks. This enables a better understanding of
the general relationships between movements and geolog-
ical, geomorphological, hydrological, meteorological, and
other factors and their role in triggering landslides. The
investigated test sites were: Steinlehnen test site in Austria
(Northern Tyrol), Baota test site in China, the Aggenalm
Landslide in the Bavarian Alps in Germany, Touzla overpass,
Kristallopigi landslide, Basilikos landslide, Gkrika Cuts,
Prinotopa site, Anthohori entrance, the Big Cut in Greece,
the high loess banks of the river Danube at Dunaföldvár
and Dunaszekcső in Hungary, and the Corvara test site in
Italy. All participants collected their data in GIS (see e.g.
Lakakis et al. 2009a; Mentes 2008a, b) and used these data
to develop Spatial Decision Support Systems (SDSS) (e.g.
Lakakis et al. 2009b) and early warning systems. To get
reliable information about the landslide behaviour with the
use of all available information, the Support Vector Machine
(SVM) modelling was developed (Riedel and Heinert 2008).
An Adaptive Kalman-Filtering method was developed for the
Calibration of Finite Difference Models of Mass Movements
and for prediction of displacements on the basis of real-time
measurements (Schmalz et al. 2010).

In Hungary two characteristic landslide prone areas were
investigated. Both test sites are stream banks along the river
Danube. On the first test site in Dunaföldvár landslides
occurred several times. Here continuous borehole tilt mea-
surements have been carried out since 2002. Relationships
between regional tectonics, subsurface structures and mass
movements were investigated on the basis on remote sensing
data, gravity and tilt measurements in a cooperation between
the Geodetic and Geophysical Research Institute of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the Berlin Univer-
sity of Technology, Institute of Geosciences, Department of
Hydrogeology and Bureau of Applied Geoscientific Remote
Sensing (Mentes 2008a, b; Mentes et al. 2009; Újvári et al.
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Fig. 1 Oblique aerial view of the Dunaszekcső landslide. Photo was
taken by László Körmendy on February 17, 2008

2008). At this test site relationships between hydrological
effects (water stage of the river Danube, ground water table
and precipitation) and stream bank movements were also
investigated in detail. The other test site at Dunaszekcső in
Hungary gave a good opportunity to investigate the whole
process of the landslide mechanism, since a large landslide
occurred here on February 12, 2008. The high bank on
this area was sliding slowly with increasing velocity from
September 2007 till February 12, 2008. On this day there was
an abrupt sliding. About 500,000 m3 loess moved toward the
river Danube (Fig. 1).

The movements before, during, and after the sliding pro-
cess were monitored by GPS and borehole tilt measurements.
Figure 2 shows the direction and magnitude of the horizontal
movements (white arrows) during the development of the
main factures (black lines) and after the sliding. Figure 3
shows tilt records made on the “stable” section of the high
bank about 80 m far from the slid part of the stream bank
before and after the sliding (CX tilt direction is to East
and CY tilt direction is to North) as an example, indicating
that the high bank is still moving and a next slide event is
expected to take place on the south part of the test site in the
near future (see Fig. 4).

Studying the movement is a good opportunity to under-
stand the kinematics and dynamics of the slope (Újvári et al.
2009) and therefore investigations are continued after the
sliding event in 2008, to monitor the development of a new
landslide on the south part of the test site.

The Institute of Geodesy and Geophysics of the Vienna
University of Technology in cooperation with the Geode-
tic and Geophysical Research Institute of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences are developing measurement meth-
ods and their mathematical background for detecting very
small displacements by accelerometers and borehole tilt-
meters with very high resolution (1 nrad). These small
movements are not detectable by geodetic methods but

Fig. 2 GPS motion vectors and development of the fractures at the
Dunaszekcső study area before, during and after the sliding event on
February 12, 2008 (Újvári et al. 2009)

Fig. 3 Tilt record on the “stable” section of the high loess bank at
Dunaszekcső, Hungary from 08.11.2007 till 30.11.2010

Fig. 4 Results of tilt measurements on the south part of the test site.
The magnitude of the tilts are already much higher than during the first
landslide

their early detection is very important for forecasting of a
possible landslide. The most important issue of this research
is how the small movements caused by the initial phase
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Fig. 5 Simplified architecture of a knowledge-based geo-risk assessment system

of a landslide can be separated from the background noise
(Kahmen et al. 2007; Mentes 2008b, c).

During the 4-year period the inactive members of the
working group were replaced by other members who were
active in landslide research. Members of the working group
actively cooperated with each other and achieved new scien-
tific results.

3 Application of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) in Engineering Geodesy

Artificial Intelligence (AI), in general, is the study and design
of intelligent agents, where an intelligent agent is a system
that perceives its environment and takes actions to maximize
its chances of success. Many real-world problems require the
agent to operate with incomplete or uncertain information.
Methods used for uncertain reasoning are probabilistic in
nature, such as Bayesian networks, which represent a general
tool that can be used for a large number of problems,
for example, reasoning (using the Bayesian inference algo-
rithm), learning (using the expectation-maximization algo-
rithm), planning (using decision networks), and perception
(using dynamic Bayesian networks). Probabilistic algorithms
can also be used for filtering, prediction, smoothing and
finding explanations for streams of data, helping percep-
tion systems to analyze processes that occur over time. AI
techniques also include classifiers and statistical learning
methods.

AI has become an essential technique for solving com-
plex problems in Engineering Geodesy. Current applications
using AI methodologies in engineering geodesy are: geodetic

data analysis, deformation analysis, navigation, deformation
network adjustment, and optimization of complex measure-
ment procedures (Chmelina 2008; Chmelina and Grossauer
2010; Grejner-Brzezinska 2008; Reiterer and Egly 2008).

Currently the interdisciplinary research project i-MeaS
(“An Intelligent Image-Based Measurement System for
Geo-Hazard Monitoring”) is focused on the development
and implementation of an interpretation tool for geo-risk
objects. Using knowledge-based techniques the system
evaluates information coming from different sources (e.g.
geodetic measurements, meteorological data, geological
knowledge about the object, etc.) to detect the risk of the
object deformation behaviour. The challenging problem
in developing such an alerting system is (1) to identify
relevant factors and (2) to subsequently capture the
interlinkage of these influence factors. The risk assessment
has been divided into a two-step decision/evaluation
process: (1) the evaluation of the object at the beginning
of inspection/monitoring (“Initial Risk Factor”) and (2)
the evaluation of the risk during inspection/monitoring
(“Dynamic Risk Factor”). The first step estimates data sets
from former monitoring periods, from historical records,
knowledge about the object (geological, geophysical, etc.)
and facts captured by a filed inspection (driven by a
questioner). The second step evaluates the risk during
the monitoring—geodetic and geotechnical measurements,
meteorological data, updated facts/knowledge about the
objects, and other parameters build the basis for this decision
process. Finally, the system calculates a risk factor and a
trend of risk, both updated regularly. Figure 5 shows a
simplified overview of the system architecture (Lehmann
and Reiterer 2008; Vicovac et al. 2010).
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4 Conclusions and Outlook

In this paper the achievements of the two working groups
“Investigation of Kinematic and Dynamic Behaviour
of Landslides and System Analysis” (WG 4.2.4) and
“Application of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Engineering
Geodesy” (WG 4.2.3) of Sub-Commission 4.2 in the last
4 years have been summarized. It can be seen that the
development of alert systems employing AI technologies is
very important nowadays and therefore an increased use of
AI techniques in geodesy is expected, mainly because tools
become more available. The integration of AI techniques into
the development of geodetic applications greatly simplifies
system creation (see Reiterer et al. 2010a, b). The work of the
two WGs shall be continued in the next period. Additionally,
a new Study Group SG 4.1 on “New Technologies for
Disaster Monitoring and Management” was established in
2011. This new SG will be interlinked with the two WGs.

References

Chmelina K (2008) What business to make with AI-techniques for
EG-problems? In: First International workshop on application of
artificial intelligence in engineering geodesy. http://info.tuwien.ac.
at/ingeo/sc4/wg423/AIEG2008.pdf. Accessed Nov 2011

Chmelina K, Grossauer K (2010) A decision support system for
tunnel wall displacement interpretation. In: Second international
workshop on application of artificial intelligence and innovations
in engineering geodesy. http://info.tuwien.ac.at/ingeo/sc4/wg423/
AIEG2010.pdf. Accessed Nov 2011

Grejner-Brzezinska D (2008) Application of artificial intelligence in
personal navigation. In: First international workshop on application
of artificial intelligence in engineering geodesy. http://info.tuwien.
ac.at/ingeo/sc4/wg423/AIEG2008.pdf. Accessed Nov 2011

Kahmen H, Eichhorn A, Haberler-Weber M (2007) A multi-scale moni-
toring concept for landslide disaster mitigation. In: IAG symposium,
vol 130, pp 769–775

Lakakis K, Charalampakis M, Savvaidis P (2009a) A landslide def-
inition by an integrated monitoring system. In: Fifth international
conference on construction in the 21st century (CITC-V), collabo-
ration and integration in engineering, management and technology,
Istanbul, Turkey, 20–22 May, pp 1–8

Lakakis K, Charalampakis M, Savvaidis P (2009b) A spacial decision
support system for highway infrastructure. In: Fifth international
conference on construction in the 21st century (CITC-V), Istanbul,
Turkey, 20–22 May, pp 1–8

Lehmann M, Reiterer A (2008) Case-based deformation assessment – a
concept. In: First international workshop on application of artificial
intelligence in engineering geodesy. http://info.tuwien.ac.at/ingeo/
sc4/wg423/AIEG2008.pdf. Accessed Nov 2011

Mentes G (2008a) Investigation of different possible agencies causing
landslides on the high loess bank of the river Danube at Dunaföldvár,
Hungary. In: 13th FIG international symposium on deformation mea-
surements and analysis, 4th IAG symposium on geodesy for geotech-
nical and structural engineering, 12–15 May, Lisbon, pp 1–10

Mentes G (2008b) Investigation of micro-movements by borehole tilt-
meters on the high loess bank of the river Danube at Dunaföldvár in
Hungary. In: 4th international conference on engineering surveying
INGEO 2008, Bratislava, Slovak Republic, p 11. ISBN 978-80-227-
2971-0

Mentes G (2008c) A new method for dynamic testing of accelerometers.
In: 4th international conference on engineering surveying INGEO
2008, Bratislava, Slovak Republic, p 10

Mentes G, Theilen-Willige B, Papp G, Síkhegyi F, Újvári G (2009)
Investigation of the relationship between subsurface structures and
mass movements of the high loess bank along the river Danube in
Hungary. J Geodyn 47:130–141. doi:10.1016/j.jog.2008.07.0005

Niemeier W, Riedel B (2010) Flächenhafte, hochgenaue Bestimmung
von Hangrutschungen mit bodengebundenem, interferometrischem
Radar. Messen in der Geotechnik, Braunschweig

Reiterer A, Egly U (eds) (2008) In: First international workshop
on application of artificial intelligence in engineering geodesy.
http://info.tuwien.ac.at/ingeo/sc4/wg423/AIEG2008.pdf. Accessed
Nov 2011

Reiterer A, Egly U, Heinert M, Riedel B (eds) (2010a) Second
international workshop on application of artificial intelligence and
innovations in engineering geodesy. http://info.tuwien.ac.at/ingeo/
sc4/wg423/AIEG2010.pdf. Accessed Nov 2011

Reiterer A, Egly U, Vicovac T, Mai E, Moafipoor S, Grejner-Brzezinska
D, Toth C (2010b) Application of artificial intelligence in geodesy –
a review of theoretical foundations and practical examples. J Appl
Geod 4(4):201–217. doi:10.1515/JAG.2010.020

Riedel B, Heinert M (2008) An adapted support vector machine for
velocity field interpolation at the Baota landslide. In: First inter-
national workshop on application of artificial intelligence in engi-
neering geodesy, pp 1–13. http://info.tuwien.ac.at/ingeo/sc4/wg423/
AIEG2008.pdf. Accessed Nov 2011

Riedel B, Walther A (2008) InSAR processing for the recognition of
landslides. Adv Geosci 14:189–194

Rödelsperger S, Läufer G, Gerstenecker C, Becker M (2010)
Monitoring of displacements with ground-based microwave
interferometry: IBIS-S and IBIS-L. J Appl Geod 4(1):41–54.
doi:10.1515/JAG.2010.005

Schmalz T, Buhl V, Eichhorn A (2010) An adaptive Kalman-filtering
approach for the calibration of finite difference models of mass
movements. J Appl Geod 4(3):127–135. doi:10.1515/JAG.2010.013

Thuro K, Singer J, Festl T, Wunderlich T, Reith C, Heunecke O,
Glabsch J, Schubäck S (2010) New landslide monitoring technique
developments and experiences of the alpEWAS project. J Appl Geod
4(2):69–90. doi:10.1515/JAG.2010.008

Újvári G, Mentes G, Theilen-Willige B (2008) Detection of landslide
prone areas on the basis of geological, geomorphological inves-
tigations, a case study. In: 13th FIG international symposium on
deformation measurements and analysis, 4th IAG symposium on
geodesy for geotechnical and structural engineering, 12–15 May,
Lisbon, pp 1–9

Újvári G, Mentes G, Bányai L, Kraft J, Gyimóthy A, Kovács J
(2009) Evolution of a bank failure along the river Danube
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