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Abstract. This purpose of this talk is to offer a nontechnical intro-
duction to the main preference models used in multiple criteria decision
making. The emphasis is on the, central, additive value function model.
We outline its axiomatic foundations and present various possible as-
sessment techniques to implement it. Some extensions of this model,
e.g., nonadditive models or models tolerating intransitive preferences are
then briefly reviewed.
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