
Chapter 5
The Rif Belt
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J.I. Soto and O. Saddiqi

This chapter is dedicated to the memory of our friend
Pr. Ahmed Ben Yaı̈ch, whose promising scientific activity has
been interrupted too early, and of Gabriel Suter, the father of
the Rifian geological mapping, just disappeared after a long
Moroccan career.
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et al. (2004), Crespo-Blanc & Frizon de Lamotte (2006), and Michard et al. (2006).
The most recent offshore campaigns in the Alboran Sea, Gulf of Cadiz, and Algerian
Basin are reported by Chalouan et al. (1997), Comas et al. (1999), Maldonado et al.
(1999), and Mauffret et al. (2004, 2007). The role of the Gibraltar Arc tectonics
on the Messinian salinity crisis is considered by Jolivet et al. (2006), Loget & Van
Den Driessche (2006), and Maillard et al. (2006). Further geophysical references
are given in Sect. 5.3. An historical review of the concept of Gibraltar Arc has been
published by Durand-Delga (2006).

5.1.1 The Rif Belt, a Segment of the Mediterranean Alpine Belts

The Rif Belt belongs to a much larger orogen, i.e. the Betic-Rif-Tell orogen,
which itself is part of the still larger Mediterranean Alpine belts (Fig. 5.1; see also
Chap. 1.1, Fig. 1.2). The Rif Belt occupies a key position in this orogenic system.
On the one hand, it forms the westernmost part of the Maghrebide belt, which ex-
tends along the North African coast, and continues eastward to Sicily and Calabria
in southern Italy. On the other hand, it forms the southern limb of the Gibraltar Arc,
the northern limb of which corresponds to the Betic Cordilleras (Fig. 5.2).

The Gibraltar Arc is one of the tighter orogenic arcs (oroclines) worldwide. It
also corresponds to the western tip of the Alpine belts. The Gibraltar Arc closes
almost completely the Mediterranean to the west (Fig. 5.3), and exemplifies the
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Fig. 5.2 Elevation map of the Gibraltar Arc and Alboran Sea area from ETOPO2 Global Data
Base (Courtesy of F. Negro). For location, see Fig. 5.1. Red line with teeth: External front of the
Betic and Maghrebide orogens

intimate association of two opposite processes, i.e. mountain building and subse-
quent collapse. The latter process formed the Alboran Sea in the core of the system
while thrusts and folds propagated towards the external zones. The Gibraltar Arc
has a counterpart at the eastern end of the Maghrebides, i.e. the Calabrese Arc.
Both arcs originate from the same geodynamic process, which resulted in the clo-
sure of the Ligurian-Maghrebian Tethys and opening of the West Mediterranean
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Fig. 5.3 Aerial view looking southeast-ward on the Alboran Sea surrounded by the Gibraltar Arc.
The plane is crossing the Serrania de Ronda. G: Gibraltar; C: Ceuta; CN: Cabo Negro. The Strait of
Gibraltar passes between G and C. The clouds from the Atlantic Ocean are stopped by the Dorsale
range of the Haouz, south of Ceuta
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Sea. Paradoxically, this evolution started from the Late Eocene and lasted for about
30 million years while the Africa-Europe convergence was going on (see Chap. 1,
Fig. 1.12). This is explained by the roll-back of the Tethyan subduction beneath the
European lithosphere (Sect. 5.7).

Due to its position between the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea, the
Gibraltar Arc played a major role in the evolution of the famous Messinian salin-
ity crisis (5.9–5.3 Ma), which deeply marked the morphology of the Mediterranean
areas and the coeval sedimentation. Folding in the External Zones related to plate
convergence during the Messinian (∼6Ma) contributed to the closure of the South-
Rif Corridor, i.e. the last gate for the Atlantic waters entering in the Mediterranean.
Closure of the seaway was ensured by the regional uplift related to the development
of the Trans-Moroccan Hot Line (Chap. 4), also responsible for the Trans-Alboran
magmatism. By the early Pliocene, the opening of the Strait of Gibraltar allowed the
cool, low-salinity Atlantic waters to enter again the Mediterranean Basin (Fig. 5.4).
This event can be ascribed either to normal fault activity within the Strait, or to a
general downthrow of the whole Arc due to westward roll-back of the underlying
subduction (see Sect. 5.7), or to both causes. Moreover, during the late Messinian
when the Mediterranean Sea level was at its lower stand, the Gibraltar threshold has
been incised by a deep canyon where Atlantic waters finally rushed.

5.1.2 Structural Domains

Three main structural domains form the Gibraltar Arc, from inside to outside and
bottom to top, (i) the Internal Zones, or Alboran Domain; (ii) the Maghrebian Fly-
schs, and (iii) the External Zones (Fig. 5.5). Each domain consists of tectonic com-
plexes of stacked units or nappes with similar lithologies within a given complex,
but contrasting from one complex to the other. This results in different surface mor-
phologies and spectral signatures (Fig. 5.6). The structural map (Fig. 5.7) and asso-
ciated cross-section (Fig. 5.8) highlight the principal structural lines of the Rif Belt
based on extensive, integrated studies and mapping at scale 1:50000.

5.1.2.1 Internal Zones (Alboran Domain)

The Internal Zones consist of continental units displaced westward over several
hundreds of kilometres, thus representing a genuine exotic terrane. Considering the
grade of Alpine metamorphic recrystallization in these units, we can recognize two
complexes, which respectively form the upper and lower plates of a metamorphic
core complex. In the Rif and western Betics, the lower plate corresponds to the
Sebtide and Alpujarride units, respectively, both dominantly consisting of relatively
deep crustal rocks such as mica-schists, migmatites and granulites associated with
mantle peridotites (Beni Bousera, Ronda). Another deep complex occurs in Central
and Eastern Betics beneath the Alpujarrides, namely the Nevado-Filabride complex,
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Fig. 5.4 Distribution of the Pliocene deposits in the Messinian canyons of the internal part of the
Gibraltar Arc, after Loget & Van Den Driessche (2006), modified. The canyon of the Strait of
Gibraltar, now filled with breccias, was used by the Atlantic waters 5.3 Ma ago to rush into the
Mediterranean Basin

which displays meta-ophiolites at its top. The upper plate consists of the Ghomaride
(Rif) and Malaguide (Betics) complexes, which overlie the Sebtide-Alpujarride
through a regional detachment. They include Paleozoic rocks affected by a Variscan
metamorphism partly superimposed by weak Alpine recrystallization, and relicts of
their Mesozoic-Cenozoic cover.

Sebtide-Alpujarride rocks were cored in the Alboran Basin (Fig. 5.5), which fully
justifies the name of “Alboran Domain” given to the Internal Zones. A similar meta-
morphic structure can be recognized in the Algerian Kabylides, Peloritan Mountains
of Sicily, and Calabria. Thus, these varied exotic terranes were admittedly parts of
the same continental domain AlKaPeCa (Bouillin, 1984), including the “Alboran

after Loget and Van Den Driessche, 2006 
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Fig. 5.5 Structural map of the Gibraltar Arc, modified from Chalouan & Michard (2004). Alboran
Basin after Comas et al. (1999); Gulf of Cadiz after Maldonado et al. (1999); Miocene kine-
matics after Frizon de Lamotte et al. (1991) and Martı́nez-Martı́nez & Azañón (1997). BB: Beni
Bousera; BM: Beni Malek; FF: Fahies Fault; JF: Jebha Fault; NF: Nekor Fault; R: Ronda; Tems.:
Temsamane

microplate” of Andrieux et al. (1971), before being deformed and dispersed. The
initial location of AlKaPeCa is controversial as this domain may correspond either
to a distal part of the Iberian margin or to an isolated microcontinent within western
Tethys (Sect. 5.7). Note that the name of “Mesomediterranean Block”, sometimes
used instead of AlKaPeCa, is misleading since the Mediterranean Sea developed
after the AlKaPeCa split.
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The Alboran Domain and its eastern equivalents include also a complex of
Mesozoic-Cenozoic thrust sheets dominated by Triassic-Liassic carbonates. This
is the Dorsale Calcaire, which appears as discontinuous ranges at the front of, and
generally below the more internal crustal units. The Dorsale Calcaire units represent
remnants of the former southern passive margin of AlKaPeCa. These units can be
traced northward around the Gibraltar Arc up to the Granada meridian.

5.1.2.2 Maghrebian Flyschs

The Maghrebian Flyschs nappe complex originates from the Ligurian-Maghrebian
Ocean, which connected the Central Atlantic and Alpine Oceans from Jurassic to
Paleogene (see Chap. 1, Figs. 1.5, 1.8). The final suturing of the Maghrebian Ocean
between AlKaPeCa and Africa by the Late Oligocene-Early Miocene resulted in
the formation of a nappe stack consisting of the dominantly turbiditic sediments
(“flyschs”) accumulated within the oceanic basin. These nappes root beneath the
Internal Zones and overlie the External Zones (Figs. 5.7, 5.8). Part of the Flysch
nappes has been back-thrust over the northern Ghomarides (J. Zemzem and Riffiene
massifs south of Ceuta).

The Flyschs nappes are exposed widely in western Betics (Campo de Gibraltar;
Fig. 5.5), up to the Granada transect. According to Algerian nomenclature
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(cf. Sect. 5.3), the more internal and higher units are referred to as the Mauretanian
nappes (in the Rif, J. Tisiren and Beni Ider nappes), whereas the more external and
lower units are named the Massylian nappes (Chouamat-Melloussa and Numidian
nappes). All these nappes of oceanic origin mark a suture zone beneath the Alboran
terrane (Fig. 5.8), although ophiolitic remnants are lacking along the suture, except
in Algeria and, more significantly, in Calabria.

5.1.2.3 External Zones

The External Zones of each limb of the Gibraltar Arc originate from two distinct
paleomargins of Africa and Iberia, respectively. Therefore, contrary to the Internal
Zones and Flyschs nappes, the Rif and Betic External Zones do not display any
stratigraphic/structural continuity across the Strait of Gibraltar, except in the up-
permost and youngest units of the accretionary prism located offshore in the Gulf
of Cadiz. The Subbetic Zone proceeds from a starved paleomargin and displays a
thin-skinned tectonics, whereas the more complex Rif-Tell Externides proceed from
an abundantly sedimented margin and display both thick-skinned and thin-skinned
structural styles.

In the External Rif (Figs. 5.7, 5.8), we may distinguish three structural zones,
from north to south and top to bottom, the Intrarif, Mesorif and Prerif, which
derive from more and more proximal parts of the African paleomargin, respec-
tively. Within each of these zones, we may again distinguish deep rooted, pa-
rautochthonous units (more or less detached from their original basement), and
diverticulated, superficial gravity-driven nappes. Metamorphic recrystallizations
reaching the chloritoid-bearing greenschist-facies conditions occur in the deep In-
trarif (Ketama) and eastern Mesorif (North Temsamane) units, on both sides of the
Nekor fault. Serpentinite and metabasite slivers (Beni Malek) crop out along the lat-
ter fault, which likely corresponds to a segment of an intracontinental (intra-margin)
minor suture recognisable eastward up to Algeria (Sect. 5.4).

Two major, ENE to NE-trending left-lateral faults, namely the Jebha Fault, south
of the Northern Rif Internal Zones, and the Nekor Fault in the Eastern Rif, give ev-
idence, at the map scale, of the obliquity of the movement of the Alboran Domain
relative to Africa. The tectonic structures observed in the External units and overly-
ing Flysch outliers all show an externalward displacement, i.e. toward the Neogene
Prerif foredeep. The foredeep is widely developed and poorly deformed in the west,
i.e. in the Gharb (Rharb) Basin, equivalent to the Guadalqivir Basin (Betic fore-
deep). In contrast, the foredeep changes to a deformed, narrow corridor south of
Eastern Rif, and finally vanishes east of Taza, where the Mesorif outliers directly
overlie the Middle Atlas foreland.

5.1.2.4 Alboran Basin and Trans-Alboran Magmatism

The Alboran Basin opened at the rear/east of the belt during the latest Oligocene-
Early Miocene. This is a synorogenic basin with a thinned continental crust, which
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incorporates stretched elements of the orogen. Up to 8 km of turbidites and muds
accumulated in the western sub-basin where numerous mud diapirs occur. In the
central and eastern parts of the basin, as well as on its southern and northern
borders, an important calc-alkaline magmatism developed during the Middle-Late
Miocene. This is the Trans-Alboran magmatic province, i.e. the western part of
the Maghrebian magmatic province, which includes numerous granitic massifs in
Algeria (Sect. 5.6).

The Alboran sediments are affected by open folds and strike-slip faults (Alboran
Ridge) dated from the Late Miocene (Messinian) and resulting from the ongoing
Africa-Europe convergence.

5.1.3 Lithospheric Structure

References: The crustal structure of the African margin was described by Favre
(1995). Overall descriptions of the Gibraltar Arc lithosphere, based mainly on seis-
mological data and geophysical modeling, have been published by Seber et al.
(1996), Calvert et al. (2000), Gurrı́a & Mezcua (2000), Torné et al. (2000), Gutscher
et al. (2002), Spakman & Wortel (2004), Frizon de Lamotte et al. (2004), Fullea
Urchulutegui et al. (2006), Bokelman & Maufroy (2007). The thermal structure is
described by Polyak et al. (1996) and Rimi et al. (1998). Concerning the Eastern
Alboran Basin and next Algerian-Balearic Basin, see Mauffret et al. (2004), Domzig
et al. (2006), and Schettino & Turco (2006).

The continental crust north and especially south of the Alboran Basin is rather
poorly known due to lack of deep seismic survey. However, the varied geophysical
methods already used indicate great thickness variations in the crust and hetero-
geneities in the mantle.

In the Rif foreland, seismic refraction studies image a 30 km thick continental
crust, with a 9–10 km thick lower crust (Chap. 1, Fig. 1.20; cf. Fig. 5.8 above).
Modelling of crustal and lithospheric thickness or density variations that integrates
both elevation and geoid anomalies yields evidence (assuming local isostasy) of a
poorly marked orogenic root beneath Central Rif (Moho at 34 km depth), followed
by a quick Moho rise toward the Alboran Basin. In the western sub-basin where
the water depth does not exceed 1 km (Figs. 5.2, 5.8), the Moho is located at about
18–20 km, associated with a thinned, 15–18 km continental crust. East of the Albo-
ran Ridge, water depth increases up to 2.5 km, and the crust thickness decreases to
∼12km: the eastern Alboran sub-basin is transitional toward the Algerian-Balearic
Basin the crust of which is likely oceanic.

The mantle lithosphere thickness is less constrained. Taking into account the high
thermal gradients observed in the basin axis, Torné et al. (2000) inferred a thickness
of about 20–30 km. In contrast, seismic studies led Calvert et al. (2000) to suggest
that asthenosphere comes in contact with the Alboran thinned continental crust, and
even penetrates as a wedge between the Gibraltar Arc crust and underlying litho-
spheric mantle (delamination). The latter hypothesis is neither confirmed nor con-
tradicted by the more recent geophysical studies (Sect. 5.7). Fullea Urchulutegui
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et al. (2006) modelling leads to rather greater thicknesses beneath the western
sub-basin (Fig. 1.18). In the cross-section (Fig. 5.8), we schematically delineate
the depth to the asthenosphere at shallow level beneath the Alboran Sea and as-
sume that it crosscuts the subducting African lithosphere, consistent with the slab
break-off hypothesis. The latter hypothesis is supported by the geochemistry of the
Trans-Alboran magmatism (Sect. 5.6) and by the 3D seismic tomography imag-
ing (Sect. 5.7). Waveforms of body waves that traverse the Alboran Sea confirm
the presence of an anomalous mantle underlying the basin (Bokelman & Maufroy,
2007).

North of the Alboran Sea, the continental crust again thickens beneath the Betic
Cordilleras, following a roughly symmetrical pattern as described above in the Rif.
Below the Strait of Gibraltar, the crust is up to 30–32 km thick (Fig. 1.18). This is
consistent with the current concept of an orogenic arc above an active east-dipping
subduction zone (Sect. 5.7).

5.2 Internal Zones (Alboran Domain)

The following sections describe the stratigraphy and structure of the Rif Internal
Zones, i.e. of the Moroccan part of the Alboran Domain. However, we will also
refer frequently to Betic data, as they complement usefully the geological data on
this exotic terrane.

5.2.1 Sebtides

References: Most of the recent literature concerning the Sebtide complex deals
with its metamorphic structure and petrology: see Bouybaouene (1993), Saddiqi
et al. (1995), Bouybaouene et al. (1998), Montel et al. (2000), El Maz & Guiraud
(2001), Haissen et al. (2004). Negro et al. (2006) consider both the Sebtides and
their Betic counterparts (Alpujarrides). The Beni Bousera peridotites were repeat-
edly studied: see Reuber et al. (1982), Saddiqi et al. (1988), Pearson et al. (1989),
Kornprobst et al. (1990), Kumar et al. (1996), Tabit et al. (1997), Pearson et al.
(2004), and Downes (2007). Their Betic equivalents (Ronda), even more frequently
investigated, are recently considered by Sánchez-Gómez et al. (2002), Platt et al.
(2003b), Tubı́a et al. (2004), Cuevas et al. (2006), and Downes (2007), with ref-
erences therein. The isotopic ages reported below are from Platt & Whitehouse
(1999), Argles et al. (1999), Montel et al. (2000) and Sánchez-Rodriguez & Gebauer
(2000). Kabylian data are summarized by Michard et al. (2006), with references
therein.

The Sebtide complex crops out in four tectonic windows beneath the Ghomaride
nappes (Figs. 5.7, 5.9), i.e. from N to S, the Beni Mezala anticline, Ceuta-Monte
Hacho massif, Cabo Negro promontory, and eventually the much larger Beni
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Bousera antiform. Each of these windows, except Cabo Negro, consists of a stack
of nappes with different pre-Alpine protoliths and contrasted metamorphic grades
(Sect. 5.4.2).

5.2.1.1 Basement Units

The oldest rocks, likely Paleozoic in age or even Precambrian, crop out in the Beni
Bousera antiform (Fig. 5.10). This large antiformal structure deforms a stack of two
thick basement units, from bottom to top, the Beni Bousera and Filali units, and
their more or less detached metamorphic cover units, referred to as the Federico
imbrications (Fig. 5.11A).

The Beni Bousera unit consists of a huge peridotite body, at least 2 km thick,
topped by discontinuous slivers of granulites (kinzigites). Together with their Alpu-
jarride counterpart (Ronda peridotites of the Los Reales nappe), the Beni Bousera
peridotites are among the largest infracontinental mantle massif worldwide
(Figs. 5.10, 5.12). The dominant lithology is a spinel lherzolite including pyrox-
enite layers which yielded graphitized diamond pseudomorphs. This indicates an
early equilibration at more than 140 km depth followed by a retromorphic evolution
at about 50 km depth. The metagabbroic pyroxenite and garnet pyroxenite layers
interbedded within the ultrabasites are deformed by isoclinal folds associated with
a high temperature foliation. Only some of these pyroxenites display geochemi-
cal evidence of being related to recycled oceanic crust, whereas the others are best
explained by crustal accumulation in mantle-derived magmas (Downes, 2007). In-
tensely foliated harzburgites occur close to the top of the ultrabasite massif, some
of them including garnet crystals whose origin is controversial. Serpentinization in-
creases toward the sheared envelope of the peridotite body.

Fig. 5.10 View of the Beni Bousera massif looking SE-ward. See Fig. 5.9A for location. ub: ul-
trabasites (∗: location of Fig. 5.12); k: kinzigites (top of Beni Bousera unit); gn: gneisses (base
of Filali unit). The Ras (Cape) Araben is made of a downthrown element of the Aakaili nappe
(Ghomaride). Photo by O. Saddiqi
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The crustal rocks immediately above the peridotites consist mainly of acidic
granulites (kinzigites) with garnet-sillimanite±kyanite-graphite assemblages
(Sect. 5.5). Some basic granulites are interbedded within the acidic ones, such as
the Ichendirene HP-granulites, which exhibit mineral assemblage including pyrope-
rich garnet, jadeite-rich clinopyroxene and rutile, indicative of an equilibration at
P > 16kbar, 760–820 ◦C. The latter P-T conditions are closely similar to those of
the garnet-bearing peridotite equilibration.

It is worth noting that the Beni Bousera and Ronda peridotites have become dis-
connected with the mantle as they were thrust over a deeper Sebtide-Alpujarride
crustal unit, which corresponds to the migmatitic orthogneiss of Monte Hacho

Mt. Hacho orthogneisses
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Fig. 5.11 Synthetic litho-stratigraphy of the pre-Triassic series of the Alboran Domain in the Rif
Belt. (A): Sebtides, after Bouybaouene (1993), Saddiqi (1995), Negro (2005); (B–D): Ghomaride
nappes, after Chalouan & Michard (1990), modified



218 A. Chalouan et al.

Fig. 5.11 (continued)

(Ceuta) and Ojen (Betics), associated with thick marbles in Andalucia (Sierra
Blanca). Partial melting within this deep crustal material resulted in the intrusion
of cordierite-andalusite-bearing granite dykes across both the northern and southern
peridotite massifs.

The age and emplacement mechanisms of the Ronda and Beni Bousera peri-
dotites have been repeatedly questioned. Some authors assume that they originate
from a Miocene hot asthenospheric diapir coeval with the opening of the Albo-
ran Sea, whereas others argue that they formed during the Paleozoic, being up-
lifted first during the opening of the Tethys Ocean, then during the Alpine orogeny
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Fig. 5.12 Lherzolite outcrops
along the Beni Bousera
shoreline east of Bou Ahmed
(see Figs. 5.9 and 5.10 for
location). Arrow: pyroxenite
layers. The steep, NE-dipping
fractures are likely related to
the Ras Araben normal fault
(background left)

V
SE

(Sect. 5.7.4.4). The latter hypothesis is supported by a great variety of isotopic dat-
ings such as: the ages close to 300 Ma obtained on relict minerals from the kinzig-
ites (U-Pb on zircon cores, and garnet-armoured monazite grains); the garnet-whole
rock Sm-Nd isochron age of 235.1± 1.7Ma obtained from Ronda pyroxenites; the
286±5Ma U-Pb age from oscillatory-zoned domains from the euhedral zircon frac-
tion in Ronda garnet pyroxenites; and the U-Pb zircon core ages from the same
rocks, 178± 6Ma, 143± 16Ma, 131± 3Ma recording successive steps of cooling
during the Triassic-Early Cretaceous Tethyan rifting.

The Filali unit overlies the Beni Bousera unit through a subtractive ductile shear
zone, as the migmatites at the bottom of the Filali (Fig. 5.13) are equilibrated under
8 kbar, 780 ◦C, i.e. at much lower pressure than the underlying granulites. Above the
gneisses, the Filali unit is made of mica-schists the mineral assemblages of which
change more progressively upward, from garnet-biotite-sillimanite to garnet-biotite-
staurolite-kyanite, and finally chlorite-chloritoid-muscovite±biotite±kyanite. An-
dalusite is ubiquitous in these metapelites, and the coexistence of the three Al
silicates suggests a polycyclic metamorphic history with an Alpine evolution
(Sect. 5.5) superimposed on a Variscan one. Indeed, Variscan to Jurassic ages were
obtained from some high-grade Alpujarride rocks, such as the Torrox gneiss (equiv-
alent to the Monte Hacho gneiss), dated at 285±5Ma (U-Pb zircon), and the eclogite
included in the Ojen gneisses (183±3Ma, U-Pb on magmatic zircon core).

5.2.1.2 Metamorphic Cover Units

The Upper Sebtides or Federico units consist of metasediments, affected only by
Alpine recrystallizations. They form thrust imbrications where the same lithostrati-
graphic sequence is repeated several times with downward increasing metamorphic
grade. In the Beni Mezala antiform (Figs. 5.9, 5.14), four superimposed, relatively
thin units (500–1000 m) are folded together forming an antiformal stack beneath the
Ghomarides units. Each unit displays the three main formations ascribed from bot-
tom to top, to Permian-Triassic, Lower Triassic and Middle-Upper Triassic Alpine-
type sequences (Fig. 5.15A1). The Permian-Triassic deposits consist of red pelites
in the uppermost unit (Tizgarine), purple phyllites in the intermediate unit (Boquete
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Fig. 5.13 Migmatitic gneiss from the Filali unit, with a pervasive boudinage fabric affecting a dyke
of garnet-bearing meta-aplite (below the hammer). Note the complex, polyphase structure of these
rocks (superimposed Variscan and Alpine deformations). Cabo Negro south cliffs (see Fig. 5.9A
for location). Photo by O. Saddiqi

Fig. 5.14 The Beni Mezala (BM) massif along the Fnideq-Ksar Es-Sghir road, 3 km NW from
Fnideq (see Fig. 5.9 for location). Note the duplication of the stratigraphic levels of the low-
est BM1 and BM2 Federico units in the foreground: P-T, Permian-Triassic metapelites and
quartzites; Td: Middle Triassic dolomites. Background: Upper Federico units (BA: Boquete An-
jera; Tz: Tizgarine), dominated by the Jebel Fahs Dorsale unit (DI), which includes Upper Triassic
dolomites and Hettangian limestones (Td-Lc). The post-nappe fold axis plunges SSW
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Fig. 5.15 Detail stratigraphy of the cover sequences from representative units of the Alboran Do-
main in the Rif Belt. (A): Triassic series, after Chalouan (1996). (B and C): Liassic-Eocene and
“post-nappe” séries of the Ghomarides, after El Kadiri et al. (1992) and Serrano et al. (2006),
respectively

Anjera), and of dark (“color de humo”, smokg) quartz-phyllites in the lowest units
(Beni Mezala 2 and 1). This color evolution can be correlated with change in
metamorphic grade (Sect. 5.5). Light-colored quartzites are placed in the Lower
Triassic, and compare with the Briançonnais quartzites of Western Alps. They
are overlain by Middle-Upper Triassic dolomitic marbles, which locally yielded
Gyroporella (Dasycladaceae) of Middle Triassic age. Remarkably, no younger
stratigraphic level was ever recognized in the Sebtides or the Alpujarrides, which
is possibly related to a tectonic detachement of the upper units (Sect. 5.7.4.3). By
contrast, the stratigraphic sequence of the upper Federico unit is completed down-
ward by probable Upper Carboniferous greywacke formations. The base of the
Beni Mezala unit is made of the Benzu mica-schists, closely similar to the Filali
ones.

On top of the Beni Bousera antiform, similar metamorphic imbrications oc-
cur. However, in this southern region the lowest Federico unit, here labelled the
Souk-el-Had unit, seemingly remained in stratigraphic contact over the Filali mica-
schists, as similar metamorphic assemblages are found on both sides of their com-
mon limit (Sect. 5.5). Note that similar Permian and Triassic imbrications also
occur on top of the Los Reales nappe of western Betics (Casares units, Benarraba
imbrications).
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5.2.2 Ghomarides

References: The Paleozoic stratigraphy of the Ghomaride–Malaguide Complex
has been described by Herbig & Mamet (1985) and Herbig (1989) in Spain, and
by Chalouan & Michard (1990) in Morocco. The pre-Alpine relationships of this
complex, and of the Alboran microplate in general with the other Hercynian seg-
ments of Western Mediterranean have been discussed by von Raumer et al. (2003),
Trombetta et al. (2004), Helbing et al. (2006), Sanz de Galdeano et al. (2006),
Micheletti et al. (2006).

The Triassic unconformable deposits have been described by Baudelot et al.
(1984), Chalouan (1996), and Diez (2000). On the other hand, Feinberg et al. (1990),
El Kadiri et al. (1992), Durand-Delga et al. (1993), Maaté (1996), Martı́n-Martı́n
et al. (1997, 2006), Martı́n-Algarra et al. (2000), El Kadiri et al. (2001), Serrano
et al. (2006) described the post-Triassic deposits. Concerning the late orogenic
basins of eastern and central Betics (i.e. the youngest deposits which overlie the
Ghomarides as well as the deeper nappes complexes), see Weijermars et al. (1985),
Montenat et al. (1987), Weijermars (1991), Garcı́a-Dueñas et al. (1992), Orozco
et al. (1999).

The Ghomaride complex includes four nappes (Fig. 5.9) with different Paleozoic
stratigraphy (Fig. 5.11B1–4). The nappes are separated from each other by relics of
their Mesozoic-Cenozoic cover, mostly Triassic in age. The larger nappes, i.e. from
bottom to top, Aakaili, Koudiat Tizian, and Beni Hozmar nappes crop out in north-
ern Rif and partly in the Bokkoya. The highest, Talembote nappe forms a large
tectonic klippe over the Dorsale in the Oued Lao area and some small outcrops in
the Bokkoya (Fig. 5.7).

5.2.2.1 Paleozoic Formations

The Ghomaride Paleozoic formations are folded and recrystallized (Fig. 5.16), con-
trary to their Mesozoic-Cenozoic cover deposits. Therefore, they must be regarded
as Variscan chips in the Rif Alpine belt.

The Lower Paleozoic sequences are rather homogeneous from one nappe to
another, contrary to the Devonian (Fig. 5.11B2–4). The terrigeneous Ordovician
deposits consist of phyllites with interleaved quartzite and meta-conglomerates. Car-
bonate layers first appear in the Silurian sequence, which contains black Graptolith-
bearing cherts (Llandovery). This sequence is followed upward by a trilogy pillow
basalts-lydites-micrites with Orthoceras, Tentaculites and Conodonts, all indicating
the Lochkovian. These pelagic limestones are substituted by much thicker Orthoceras
limestones in the Talembote nappe, with incipient reef buildings: this is the begin-
ning of a strong paleogeographic differenciation. In the Aakaili nappe, the Devonian
sedimentation continues with distal calci-turbidites (“calizas alabeadas” = “tortuous
limestones”: cf. Fig. 5.16) where Famennian levels are dated near the top of the se-
quence. In the Koudiat Tizian nappe, a proximal, terrigeneous flysch (greywackes
and pelites) is found. In the Beni Hozmar nappe, the latter deposits are substituted
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Fig. 5.16 Superimposed Eovariscan folds in the Upper Devonian calciturbidites of the Aakaili
nappe (Lower Ghomarides) at Tamernout beach (see Fig. 5.9 for location). Scale is given by the
person sitting on the left (arrow). A tight syn-metamorphic P1 fold is deformed by the P2 folds,
which are associated with a SE-dipping crenulation cleavage

by thinner Tentaculite-bearing marls and limestones. Eventually, massive limestones
(“calcaires zébrés”) with Favosites reef-mounds occur in the Talembote nappe.

The Lower and Middle Paleozoic formations are affected by an Eovariscan
folding phase associated with greenschist-facies metamorphism prior to the trans-
gression of the unconformable Carboniferous sediments. The earliest Carboniferous
levels are dated from the late Tournaisian in the Malaguides, which indicates a late
Famennian-early Tournaisian age of the Eovariscan phase. The Carboniferous de-
posits begin with a lower sequence of proximal, turbiditic greywackes ending (at
least in the Beni Hozmar and Talembote nappes) with coarse olistotromal conglom-
erates and boulders of Late Visean shallow water limestones. This lower, proxi-
mal sequence is followed upward by a more distal sequence interleaved by lime-
stones with Late Visean-lower Namurian microfossils. Conglomeratic mass flows
toward the bottom of this upper sequence contain pebbles reworked from the ear-
lier Carboniferous sediments, the Silurian – Devonian deformed series, and even
from a granitic and metamorphic basement, which is unknown in the Ghomaride-
Malaguide complex, but occurs in the Kabylides.

The Aakaili Carboniferous sedimentation ends at Ceuta with coarse conglom-
eratic deposits comparable to the early Late Carboniferous Marbella Conglomer-
ates in the Malaguides. Both conglomerates include peraluminous granite pebbles
and resemble coeval conglomerates from Menorca (Balearic Islands), likely sourced
from Central Iberia (Sanz de Galdeano et al., 2006). Likewise, the Early Carbonif-
erous sediments of both the Ghomarides and Malaguides strongly recall those from
Menorca. However, they also resemble the coeval deposits from the Moroccan East-
ern Meseta, and contrast with those of Western Meseta where the Eovariscan phase
is virtually lacking (Chalouan & Michard, 1990). Both cases support an eastern ori-
gin for the Ghomaride-Malaguide Complex in the Alpine, pre-collisional setting (cf.
Sect. 5.7.4.3).

The restoration of the initial position of these Variscan chips, and more gen-
erally of the AlKaPeCa basement (Alboran microplate), at the beginning of the
Paleozoic evolution is hindered by the superimposed effects of both the Variscan
and Alpine orogenic cycles. Recent attempts of restoration have been based on
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U-Pb zircon datings of the orthogneisses from the Alboran microplate elements. The
Lesser Kabylia orthogneisses and the Peloritan porphyroids yielded Mid-Ordovician
magmatic ages, which compare with the age obtained from the Sardinia gneisses
(Trombetta et al., 2004; Helbing et al., 2006), suggesting relationships with the
Variscan segments of south-western Europe. Contrastingly, Micheletti et al. (2006)
obtained Late Neoproterozoic-Early Cambrian magmatic ages from the Calabrian
augen gneisses, suggesting relationships with the high-K granitoid suite of the Anti-
Atlas. The latter authors assume that the “Alboran microplate” – or, at least, its
Calabrian part, detached from Gondwana after the early rifting and drifting of the
Avalonian-Cadomian terranes (Raumer et al., 2003). Accordingly, the AlKaPeCa
basement appears to be composed of different terranes whose collage resulted from
the Variscan orogeny. The position of this complex after the western Tethys opening
is discussed in Sect. 5.7.4.3.

5.2.2.2 Mesozoic-Cenozoic Cover

The post-Variscan sedimentation begins with Middle-Upper Triassic unconformable
red beds (Fig. 5.15A2). These are thick, mainly fresh water deposits such as
channelled quartzose conglomerates, arkosic sandstones, and gypsum intercalated
ferrugineous clays. Paleogeographically, the entire succession evokes a mostly
emergent continental shelf. Palynological data indicate the late Anisian-Ladinian
(Baudelot et al., 1984) or Ladinian-Carnian (Diez, 2000). Locally, the clastic
sequence is followed upward by dolomitic carbonates dated from the Carnian. Ex-
tensional tectonics related to the Tethyan opening is recorded by frequent synsedi-
mentary faults and some alkaline basalt flows.

The remainder of the cover sequence occurs only in discrete strips. North of
Tetuan, the El Onzar strip (Fig. 5.15B) overlies the Koudiat Tizian nappe, whereas
two other strips (Belouazene, Kellalyine) occur beneath the latter nappe and overlie
the Aakaili one through a tectonic contact which partly or totally cuts out the Triassic
sandstones. Further to the north and west of Fnideq, the truncated Dradia strip lies
on top of Beni Hozmar Paleozoic sediments (Fig. 5.9B).

In the most representative outcrops, the Triassic red beds are followed upward
by Upper Triassic dolomites, passing up into massive limestones of Early Liassic
age. This is a typical shelf sequence of the pre-rift stage. A possible emersion is
suggested by karst-like structures formed during the Early-Middle Liassic: at that
time, the area would correspond to the Tethyan rift shoulder or to the head of
some large tilted block. However, the area is certainly submerged during the Toar-
cian as ammonites from that stage are reworked within breccias topping the deeply
fractured Liassic limestones. The breccias are in turn topped by Microcodium lime-
stones (Dradia) followed upward by whitish, bioclastic sandy limestones with Num-
mulites, Alveolines, and Discocyclines of Ypresian, Lutetian and Bartonian age.
These Lower-Middle Eocene layers are, in turn, locally topped (Jebha, Fig. 5.9) by
Upper Eocene conglomerates, which contain Hercynian granite pebbles (Iberian or
Kabylian basement-sourced?)

The lack of any post-Toarcian sedimentary record up to the Late Cretaceous can
be interpreted as being the result of a long-lasting emersion, or alternatively as the
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consequence of the Late Cretaceous-Eocene erosion of a thin Jurassic-Cretaceous
sedimentary veil (Sect. 5.7). Indeed, some Malaguide sections show preserved
Mesozoic deposits. In such sections, Martı́n-Martı́n et al. (2006) describe the fol-
lowing events: (i) emersion of the Triassic-Liassic platform before the Domerian
(karst); (ii) rifting and submersion of the platform during the Middle-Upper Liassic
(Toarcian – Dogger cherts and micrites); (iii) break-up unconformity at the bot-
tom of Upper Jurassic pelagic limestones, either nodular or not; (iv) Cretaceous
marls/calcschists deposited during thermal subsidence of the rifted area. These data
allow us to correlate the Malaguide-Ghomaride domain with the Internal Dorsale
one (Sect. 5.3.2).

5.2.2.3 Oligocene-Miocene “Post-Nappe” Cover

The youngest levels of the late orogenic, deeply unconformable Ghomaride-Mala-
guide cover, include two groups of formations (Fig. 5.15C), defined at the Betic-Rif
scale, i.e. from bottom to top, (i) the late Oligocene-Aquitanian Ciudad Granada
Group, and (ii) the Burdigalian Viñuela Group (Serrano et al., 2006). The Fnideq
Formation and its Betic counterpart the Alozaina Fm. both belong to the Ciudad
Granada Group. They begin with quartzose conglomerates passing upward to al-
ternating sandstones and marls with benthic and pelagic fossils of Late Oligocene
and Aquitanian age. These deposits are diachronous, being dated from the latest
Rupelian (∼29Ma) in Eastern Betics (Sierra Espuña), and from the Aquitanian near
Malaga (Western Betics).

The Sidi-Abdeslam Fm (Viñuela Group) outcrops are usually separated from
those of the Fnideq Fm. For example, the Beni Maaden coarse conglomerates
belonging to the Sidi Abdeslam Fm directly overlie the Paleozoic sediments. How-
ever, at Talembote (Fig. 5.15C), the Fnideq Fm. is unconformably overlain by con-
glomerates and green siliceous marls with Radiolaria and Foraminifera from the
latest Aquitanian-earliest Budigalian. Thus, these levels can be correlated with the
Viñuela (Las Millianas) Fm. defined around the Malaga basin. Their pebbles and
boulders originate from local sources (Paleozoic and Triassic-Eocene units of the
Ghomaride-Malaguide nappes). Cordierite migmatites, orthogneisses and phyllites
comparable to the Kabylides upper plate basement or to the Sebtides-Alpujarrides
crustal rocks can also be observed. However, in Andalucia, the Viñuela Fm. clearly
contains Alpujarride rocks such as peridotites, kinzigites and garnet gneisses. There-
fore, parts of the previously buried Alpujarride units have been exposed as early as
20–19 Ma ago.

Again at Talembote, the upper levels of the Viñuela Group correspond to brown-
tobacco pelites, which yield nannoplankton assemblages of Early-Middle
Burdigalian age. These levels contain sandstone intercalations comparable to the
Numidian layers (“Neonumidian” of Andalucia), as well as olistostromes carrying
rocks from the whole Internal complexes and locally from the Flysch nappes. By
that time (∼19–18Ma), the Sebtide-Alpujarride units are totally exhumed, and the
slopes inside the Gibraltar Arc are directed toward the Alboran Basin.
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The latter formations are referred to as “post-nappe” formations as they uncon-
formably overlie the varied Ghomaride-Malaguide nappes, and are never pinched
in between. The Late Eocene uplift of the Paleozoic basement (granite pebbles
at Jebha) and the deep erosion prior to the Oligocene-Aquitanian onlap suggest
strong compressional deformations during the Late Eocene-Oligocene. In the east-
ern Malaguides (Sierra Espuña), some of the cross-sections constrain the age of
nappe emplacement in the “middle” Oligocene (i.e. ∼28Ma± 1Ma). The Ciudad
Granada deposits postdate this phase, being coeval with the beginning of the moun-
tain belt collapse. The Viñuela deposits accumulate under the same extensional
regime, and are contemporaneous with the opening of the Alboran Sea. Since the
late Burdigalian (∼18–17Ma), these internal “post-nappe” formations are affected
by major tectonic events, which cause the Dorsale and Flyschs to be thrust onto the
more external domains, with backthrusting of parts of the Dorsale (Haouz range)
and Flysch units (J. Zemzem) over the Ghomarides. Therefore, the so-called “post-
nappe” formations of the Alboran Domain are indeed synorogenic deposits.

In Central and Eastern Betic Cordilleras, transgressive deposits of Serravallian,
Tortonian and Messinian age unconformably overlie the “post-nappe” formations
and underlying terranes, including the Nevado-Filabrides. They occupy large syn-
clines, which can be regarded as emerged parts of the Alboran Basin itself, and
formed through two main stages, before and after the Messinian. They represent
late- to post-orogenic deposits: the exhumation of the Nevado-Filabride domes
from 14 to 9 Ma controlled the depocentre evolution between 12 and 8 Ma. In
the internal Rif, the post-Burdigalian deposits are restricted to Pliocene marls and
conglomerates accumulated within the canyons formed during the Messinian salin-
ity crisis (Fig. 5.4).

5.2.3 Dorsale Calcaire and Predorsalian

References: The most important and more or less recent works concerning the
Dorsale are those by Wildi et al. (1977), Wildi (1979), Nold et al. (1981),
Baudelot et al. (1984), Ben Yaı̈ch et al. (1986, 1988), El Hatimi et al. (1991), El
Kadiri et al. (1992), Maaté et al. (1993), El Kadiri (2002a, 2002b), El Kadiri et al.
(2005). The neptunian dykes from the Algerian Dorsale (Djurdjura), Sicily and
Calabria are described by Bouillin & Bellomo (1990) and Bouillin et al. (1999).
Concerning the Predorsalian units, see Mourier et al. (1982), De Wever et al. (1985),
Durand-Delga & Olivier (1988), El Hatimi et al. (1988), Olivier (1990), El Kadiri
et al. (1990), Hlila et al. (1994), Durand-Delga & Maaté (2003), Durand-Delga et al.
(2005, 2007). The Jebha Fault is described by Olivier (1981–1982) and Leblanc &
Olivier (1984).

5.2.3.1 General

The Dorsale calcaire (Calcareous Range) is a complex tectonic domain, but its
Mesozoic-Paleogene paleogeographic evolution is well constrained by a wealth of
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paleontological and sedimentological data. There, the deformed relics of the south
paleomargin of the Alboran Domain may be observed, as exposed below (see also
Sect. 5.7.4.3). However, the initial relative location of the ca. 30 elementary units or
“nappes”, which compose the Dorsale from the Strait of Gibraltar to Jebha and the
Bokkoya (Fig. 5.17) is controversial. As for the Predorsalian, it consists of highly

Fig. 5.17 Structural map of the “Dorsale calcaire” from Northern Rif (A) and Bokkoya area (B),
and synthetic stratigraphic columns of the units, classified as Internal and External Dorsale units
according to their stratigraphy. The Liassic strata are white massive limestones (“Lias blanc”)
in the Internal Dorsale, whereas they are dark cherty limestones (“Lias à silex”) in the External
Dorsale. The Internal-type unit D2 is intercalated within the External domain, either due to pale-
ogeographic variations or out-of-sequence thrust. The maps also show the syntectonic formations
of Late Oligocene-Aquitanian age (Ametrasse-Bettara units, Bokkoya Tertiary Sole) at the front of
the nappe stack. Note that the town of Chaouen is frequently referred to as Chefchaouen
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disrupted stratigraphic sections pinched within the narrow suture zone beneath the
Alboran continental block, and admittedly corresponds to a former transition zone
toward the Maghrebian Flyschs oceanic basin.

The two regions where the Dorsale units crop out in the Rif range, i.e. the
Northern Rif and Bokkoya, are separated one from each other by the Jebha Fault,
which extends offshore beneath the Alboran Ridge (Fig. 5.7). The geometry of the
Jebha Fault is that of a sinistral lateral ramp with respect to the Internal Zone
main thrust. The fault likely developed as a tear fault in the Internal Zone al-
lochthon in front of a transverse structure of the underlying African margin. Due
to an accessory vertical throw, the fault exposes a beautiful section across the Dor-
sale nappes and underlying units (Fig. 5.18). From there to the Tetouan valley,
the Dorsale corresponds to a stack of moderately dipping imbrications, thrust over
the Predorsalian, the Flyschs and the External Zones, and overlain either by the
Ghomarides (Talembote) or the Sebtides (lower Oued Lao valley). This suggests a
complex evolution of the main Alboran thrust (out-of-sequence thrust, and late ex-
tensional inversion; see Sect. 5.7). By contrast, in the Haouz range (north of Tetouan,
Fig. 5.6) the varied Dorsale imbrications are nearly vertical and show a fan-like
structure.

The Dorsale and Predorsalian stratigraphy corresponds to three contrasting se-
quences, which encompass the Triassic – Miocene time interval. The oldest, Late
Triassic – Liassic sequence forms the competent part of the nappes, and on the other
hand, allowed the authors to classify the varied nappes into “Internal Dorsale” and
“External Dorsale” although, in some cases, this traditional classification does not
correspond to the actual position of the nappes. The intermediate, Liassic–Paleocene
sequence records the evolution of a Tethyan paleomargin, and finally the youngest,
Eocene-Miocene sequence records that of the Alpine orogeny.

Fig. 5.18 Southwest corner of the Northern Rif Dorsale, looking NW-ward from the Ketama-
Bab Taza road. Location: see Fig. 5.17. Note the lack of any Flysch Nappe outcrop between the
Predorsalian and Intrarif (Tanger) units along the Jebha-Cherafat wrench fault. A huge rock fall
slid recently from J. Akroud down to the Ametrasse houses
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5.2.3.2 Triassic-Liassic Massive Carbonates

Triassic-Liassic massive carbonates characterize the Dorsale range. In some cases
these calcareous slabs overlie upper Carnian evaporites (Fig. 5.19A), which clearly
compare with the corresponding levels of the Ghomarides (Fig. 5.15A2, A3), and

Fig. 5.19 (A): Comparison of the Late Triassic-Early Liassic stratigraphy of the Internal versus
External Dorsale domains. LPD: Upper limit of primary dolomite. – (B): Hypothetic paleogeog-
raphy, after El Kadiri & Faouzi (1996), modified. The horst within the external platform would
correspond to unit D2, Fig. 5.17. A simpler paleogeographic pattern could be alternatively imag-
ined, assuming a complex thrust tectonics (out-of-sequence D2 thrust)
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played a major role in the detachment of the Dorsale units from their original (and
controversial) basement.

The carbonate sequence itself begins with greyish dolomites. These are dolomitic
breccias in the Internal Dorsale units (ID), and laminated, stromatolithic dolomites
followed by alternating limestones-dolostones layers in the External Dorsale units
(ED). They represent the Norian, Rhetian and Hettangian pro parte intervals.
Their facies are typically Alpine, comparable with the coeval deposits of internal
Briançonnais, Eastern Alps or Tuscany, and strongly contrast with the German fa-
cies of the Maghrebide and Betic External Zones.

The differences between ID and ED units increase in the Hettangian-Sinemurian
massive limestone levels. ID units comprise white limestones, devoid of laminated
dolomicrite facies, but still rich in stromatolitic structures and Dasycladaceae. In
contrast, ED units display dark limestones, partly dolomitic (cellular limestones),
but where Ammonoidae now occur. These lateral changes suggest that two neigh-
bouring paleogeographic domains occurred at that time, i.e. a confined, shallow
water, although subsiding basin (ID), and a deeper basin opened toward the oceanic
domain (ED). In other words, ID units correspond to the internal carbonate shelf
of the former passive margin, and ED to the external shelf, which is supported
by their Jurassic-Cretaceous evolution (Sect. 5.2.3.3). This initial setting has been
so deeply altered by the Oligocene-Miocene tectonics that it seems risky to infer
from the present-day location of the varied units any more specific arrangement
of the broad paleogeographic reconstruction such, for example, the occurrence of
an internal-type horst in the middle of the external shelf (a proposal of one of us,
K.E.K, which is shown in Fig. 5.19B).

5.2.3.3 Jurassic-Paleocene Pelagic Formations

During the Jurassic, sedimentation became condensed and pelagic throughout the
Dorsale domain, with some significant gaps in the stratigraphic record. This sug-
gests a submarine plateau setting. However, some differences still occur between
the ID and ED.

In the Internal Dorsale (Fig. 5.17, columns D3, D4), following sedimentation of
the Sinemurian white limestones, we observe a gap, which may attain a few mil-
lions years (D4: late Sinemurian – early Carixian), and involves an emersion with
paleokarst. Then the karst is submerged and is filled and progressively covered by
thin middle Carixian sediments, followed by Domerian and Toarcian ammonitico
rosso nodular limestones. A second gap involving some erosion in part of the sec-
tions corresponds to the Middle Jurassic and the basis of Late Jurassic. It ends with
the sedimentation of late Kimmeridgian-Tithonian radiolarites, followed upward by
Saccocoma micritic limestones, then Calpionella limestones from the Tithonian-
Berriasian. A third gap corresponds to the Early Cretaceous and part of the Late
Cretaceous. It is accompanied by some erosion of the previous pelagic sediments
and locally (Hafa Ferkenich) by fault scarp breccias. Cenomanian and/or Turonian
pelagic sediments are locally preserved, but in most cases sedimentation resumes
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later with the “Couches rouges” and “Couches blanches” Globotruncana marls sed-
imentation, dated from the Campanian and Maastrichtian, respectively. The pre-
orogenic sedimentation ends with Paleocene Globigerina black shales.

The origin of the successive gaps, and particularly of the younger ones (Toarcian-
Kimmeridgian and Berriasian-Campanian) is a matter of debate. The intervention
of aerial erosion and karstification has been suggested by one of us (K.E.K.) even
for the two younger gaps, based on the observation of dissolution breccias and
speleothems (palissadic calcite) on both sides of the pelagic infillings. However, the
fact that these gaps occur between deep, pelagic episodes would suggest (A.M.) sub-
marine gaps related to the existence of sea floor currents. It is worth noting that nep-
tunian dykes with calcite prisms disposed radially to any interface between pelagic
infilling and country rock was described in Paleozoic phyllites and granites from
varied eastern Dorsale segments (Djurdjura, Peloritan Mountains, Calabria). Addi-
tional studies are needed to check these alternative interpretations.

In the External Dorsale (ED), there is no aerial karst during the Early Liassic, and
ammonitico rosso deposits are observed as early as the late Sinemurian (Fig. 5.20).
During this time interval, the ID belongs to the rift shoulder by contrast with the sub-
siding ED. Cherty limestones (which correspond to slope facies) are deposited there
during Middle Liassic, then marly limestones during the Toarcian, and radiolarites
during the Middle Jurassic and most of the Late Jurassic. The middle-late Tithonian
and Berriasian correspond to Aptychus micrites as in the ID, but in the ED these
micrites form the matrix of chaotic breccias (Cherafat, El Queddane). This suggests
an increasing activity of normal faults related to the Tethyan rifting (Sect. 5.7). Sub-
sequently, during the Cretaceous-Paleocene times, the DE evolution compares with
that of the DI.

5.2.3.4 Eocene-Lower Miocene Unconformable Formations

A dramatic paleogeographic change took place during the Eocene, like in the
Ghomaride-Malaguide domain. As early as the Early Eocene, unconformable sandy
bioclastic limestones (J. Gorgues) and Nummulite rich, chaotic breccias accumulate
over the varied Mesozoic formations. In places the latter breccias are overlain by
Middle-Late Eocene bioclastic limestones (J. Lakraa). Other sections display con-
glomerates, calcareous sandstones and bioclastic limestones from the Late Eocene
(J. Akroud). Hence, the Dorsale domain was strongly uplifted during the Eocene,
compared to its Cretaceous position.

The Eocene sediments sometimes covered by ferrugineous crusts are overlain by
Lower-Middle Oligocene coloured marls, followed upward by reddish-brown mi-
caceous sandstones dated as Late Oligocene-Aquitanian. Conglomeratic and even
chaotic formations first appear in the coloured marls, and then become abundant
(Bettara, Taghzoute, Ametrasse, Tertiary sole of the Bokkoya). These deposits again
evoke those from the Ghomaride-Malaguide (see Fig. 5.15, and also Fig. 5.42). They
are synorogenic formations deposited just before the emplacement of the Dorsale
slivers and overturned folds onto the Predorsalian domain. Likewise, the Haouz
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Fig. 5.20 An example of
Jurassic “condensed series”
from the External Dorsale,
east flank of Hafat Nator,
4 km SW of Tetouan (unit D5
in Fig. 5.17), after El Kadiri
(1992), modified. Note that
the pelagic facies begin later
in the Internal Dorsale, i.e. in
the Domerian
(ammonitico-rosso) and
Tithonian (radiolarites)

backthrusting over the Ghomarides arose after the Early Burdigalian. Note that the
Oligocene-Miocene deposits labelled “post-nappe” in the Ghomaride-Malaguide
realm are “pre-nappe” in the Dorsale domain indicating a progressive outward mi-
gration of the deformation.

5.2.3.5 Predorsalian Domain

The narrow Predorsalian domain corresponds to relics of the transition zone be-
tween the continental margin of the Internal Zones (Dorsale domain) and the oceanic
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domain of the Maghrebian Flyschs. In fact, it is strongly disrupted along the suture,
which separates these major domains. Two typical examples of Predorsalian sec-
tions from Northern Rif deserve illustration, namely the J. Moussa and Cherafate
sections.

The J. Moussa (Fig. 5.21) is homologous to the Gibraltar Rock north of the
Strait: they are the Ancients Pillars of Hercules. Their specific stratigraphic suc-
cession defines the “Tariquide Ridge” sub-domain (after the Arabic name of the
Gibraltar Rock: Jebel Tariq). The J. Moussa succession (Fig. 5.20, right) begins
with Triassic-Lower Liassic carbonates comparable with those of the Internal Dor-
sale, then continues from Toarcian onward in a way similar to that of the External
Dorsale, except that the Aalenian-Bajocian radiolarites are substituted by nodular,
ammonite-rich limestones. During the Late Jurassic, the ridge status of the sub-
domain is only justified relative to the distal DE domain. Interestingly, the sequence
continues upward with terms comparable with both the Dorsale and Beni Ider Flysch
successions: “Aptychus complex” of Early Cretaceous age, Maastrichtian-Paleocene
“Couches rouges”, Upper Eocene-Oligocene coloured marls including upward in-
creasing clastic-nummulitic mud flows. The sequence ends with Aquitanian holo-
quartzose sandstones with quartz pebbles (Numidian facies) and Lower Burdigalian
brown pelites, which compare with the Ghomaride “post-nappe” formations as well
as with the “pre-nappe” Dorsale equivalents.

The Cherafate (Chrafat) klippes occupy a smaller surface than the J. Moussa
unit, and correspond to sedimentary klippes slid within the Tertiary clays of the
Ametrasse unit (Fig. 5.18). The main, Beni Derkoul klippe shows an overturned

Fig. 5.21 The J. Moussa massif as seen from Beliounis (Ben Younes) village (the so-called
panorama de la Mujer Muerta). For location, see Fig. 5.9. Together with the homologous Gibraltar
Rock, the J. Moussa Group defines the Tariquide sub-zone of the Predorsalian distal zone (Durand-
Delga et al., 2005, 2008). In contrast, the J. Fahs belongs to the proximal Internal Dorsale do-
main (unit D3) of the Alboran block paleomargin. The J. Moussa massif and the Ras Leona
sliver overthrust the Predorsalian Cenozoic formations (BS, BP). The houses of Beliounis are
built on a middle Pleistocene uplifted terrace. BP: Brown tobacco pelites (Burdigalian); BS: Be-
liounis sandstones (Aquitanian-lower Burdigalian); F: fault; LJ: Lower Liassic limestones; RGP:
Maastrichtian-Paleocene red and grey pelites; UJ: Upper Jurassic radiolarites; UT: Upper Triassic
dolomites
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Fig. 5.22 Jurassic
radiolarite/calci-radiolarite
from the Predorsalian Beni
Derkoul outcrops. Location:
see Fig. 5.18. Note the
S-vergent chevron-like folds
that affect these well bedded
sediments, associated with a
north-dipping shear plane
(upper left)

N S

sequence including more distal terms than the coeval facies from the neighbour-
ing Dorsale, such as thick Upper Jurassic radiolarites/calciradiolarites (Fig. 5.22).
Therefore, they do not originate from the Dorsale, but from a specific domain,
i.e. the Predorsalian domain.

The “Bokkoya Tertiary Sole” allows us to separate two periods of olistostrome
emplacement, (i) the Late Oligocene, with a source area in the External Dorsale,
and (ii) the Burdigalian, with a source area in the Internal Dorsale. Between both
olistostrome accumulations, the sequence includes Aquitanian marls with interbed-
ded Numidian-facies sandstones. The original substratum of this “Tertiary Sole” is
unknown.

5.3 Maghrebian Flyschs

References: The main recent works on the Maghrebian Flyschs stratigraphy in the
Gibraltar Arc are those by Thurow & Kuhnt (1986), Durand-Delga & Olivier (1988),
Esteras et al. (1995), Olivier et al. (1996), Durand-Delga et al. (1999), Puglisi et al.
(2001), Zaghloul (2002), El Kadiri et al. (2003, 2006), Zaghloul et al. (2007). The
publications by Chalouan et al. (2006b) and Crespo-Blanc & Frizon de Lamotte
(2006) more specifically address the Flysch nappe structure. Correlations at the
Maghrebide scale and paleogeographic reconstructions are addressed by Bouillin
(1986), Hoyez (1989), Durand-Delga et al. (2000), Guerrera et al. (2005), and De
Capoa et al. (2007).

As defined in Sect. 5.1.2.2, the Maghrebian Flyschs form relatively thin, but ex-
tensive thrust-nappes over the External Zones and restricted back-thrust elements
(e.g. J. Zemzem) over the Ghomaride-Malaguide complex (Figs. 5.5, 5.6, 5.7 5.8).
Turbidite sequences (“flyschs”) are dominant in these nappes, but clay-dominated
sequences occur at the bottom of each nappe (“pre-flysch” sequences).

From an historical point of view, it is worth noting that the occurrence of large
Flysch inliers over the Kabylian Oligocene-Miocene cover have been used as an
argument for an internal origin of the Flyschs. This “ultra-kabylian” hypothesis,
warmly debated in the 60s–70s, has been abandoned since.
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5.3.1 Mauretanian Nappes

Above a thin Jurassic series including Upper Jurassic radiolarites, the Tisiren
nappe series (Fig. 5.23A) begins with a pre-flysch sequence consisting of Ap-
tychus and Calpionella marly limestones from the Berriasian-Valanginian. This
sequence played the role of a décollement level at the bottom of the compe-
tent Flysch mass. The first turbidite sequence consists of graded siliciclastic lay-
ers interleaved with argillaceous-pelitic horizons where palynomorphs indicate a
Hauterivian-Barremian age (Fig. 5.24). Then, a dominantly pelitic sequence oc-
curs (Barremian-early Aptian interval), followed upward by a new turbiditic cy-
cle (late Aptian-middle Albian). The lateral extent of these facies is considerable,
i.e. from Western Betics (Los Noguales) to Algeria (Guerrouch), and to Sicily
(Monte Soro).

The Beni Ider nappe series represents the detached (“diverticulated”) upper part
of the Mauretanian basin infilling. It includes a lower “pre-flysch” series, which
operated as a décollement level between the Tisiren and Beni Ider successions. The
“pre-flysch” series (Fig. 5.23B) begins with upper Albian-Cenomanian-Turonian
spongolites and black shales. These levels are followed upward by Upper Creta-
ceous coloured pelites and calciturbidites, which most often include breccias with
carbonate elements from the Dorsale domain. The Campanian layers also include
reef fragments and Rudists of unknown origin, whereas the Maastrichtian flysch
contains Permian-Triassic (Verrucano) fragments likely reworked from Ghomaride
or similar sources. Calciturbidite flows, emplaced during the Paleocene, include
reworked Microcodium. Thick sandstone layers with local nummulite accumu-
lations correspond to the Early Eocene, and nummulitic turbidites represent the
Middle-Late Eocene. The Eocene-Oligocene transition is marked by the emplace-
ment of chaotic breccias and olistoliths within greenish-reddish pelites (“flysch
coloré”).

The series is topped by a thick sandy-micaceous turbidite accumulation
(Fig. 5.23C), referred to as the “Flysch gréso-micacé” (Sandy-Micaceous Flysch)
or “Flysch à Lépidocyclines” throughout the Maghrebides, or “Algeciras Flysch”
in Andalucia, and dated by planctonic foraminiferans and nannoplankton from Late
Oligocene to middle Burdigalian. One can recognize two main turbidite sequences
(I, III) and a dominantly pelitic sequence (II) in between. Sequence I ends with
an olistostrome where Dorsale fragments are reworked (Jurassic and Eocene lime-
stones), as well as low grade metamorphic elements (Ghomaride?). Sequence II in-
cludes by place (Anjra unit) Numidian-like layers. Eventually, the flysch series ends
with brown pelites and breccias with schist elements (sequence IV), which closely
compare with the Sidi Abdeslam Fm (Sect. 5.2.2.3).

Each Mauretanian nappe displays a particular structural style in relation with its
particular mechanical stratigraphy. Weak layers dominate in the Beni Ider nappe,
allowing external-verging folds to form. Contrastingly, the stiff Tisiren material re-
sults in the formation of thrust sheets over the previously detached Beni Ider nappe.
It is worth noting that the Tertiary cover of the Mauretanian Flyschs does not exist
along the Bokkoya transect, suggesting that they have been back-thrust over the In-
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a

b

c

d

e
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Fig. 5.24 Southern slope of the J. Tisiren, viewed from the Ketama-Bab Taza road (see Fig. 5.7 for
location). The turbiditic sequence represents a 30 Ma interval, with Upper Berriasian-Valanginian
(a, b), Upper Valanginian-Hauterivian (c, d), and Upper Hauterivian, Barremian, Aptian and lower
Albian (e). Stratigraphic dates are based on nannofloras from the most pelagic episodes (Durand-
Delga et al., 1999)

ternal Zones, similar to the J. Zemzem and Riffiene klippes south of Ceuta and to
their widespread equivalents over the Kabylias.

5.3.2 Massylian Nappes

The name of the Chouamat-Meloussa nappe was based on two localities of the
Central Rif and Tanger (Tangier) area, respectively. This nappe compares with the
Massylian nappe sensu stricto of Algeria, and occurs as sheared sheets beneath
the Mauretanian or Numidian nappes. This supports the idea that the Massylian
basin was located externally with respect to the Mauretanian, and that the Numidian
represents the detached upper part of the Massylian sedimentary pile.

The Chouamat-Meloussa series begins with an Aptian-Albian siliciclastic flysch,
relatively fine grained when compared with the coeval Tisiren flysch. This 700 m-
thick flysch formation is followed upward by thin (20 m) black cherts and calcareous
microbreccias dated as Cenomanian-Turonian, and then by Senonian pelites and
microbreccias (100 m). This specific succession can be correlated to the north with
the Mauretanian one, and to the south with the Intrarif (Ketama unit; see below).

The Numidian nappe is named after the particular lithologic facies of the “nu-
midian sandstones”, defined as early as 1890 in the Kabylian coast. Such sandstones
make up most of the Numidian nappe, which can be easily identified from Sicily to
Andalucia (Algibe sandstones). In the Rif Belt, the Numidian nappe comprises ex-
tended, but relatively thin thrust elements or klippes. They include tilted, folded
and occasionally overturned beds (J. Zinat) abruptly truncated along the nappe
sole thrust (Fig. 5.25). The Numidian allochthons overlay the varied Intrarif units
(either directly or through Chouamat-Melloussa slivers), except the J. Zemzem



238 A. Chalouan et al.

Fig. 5.25 A typical Maghrebian Flysch klippe as outcropping at J. Soukna, viewed from Chaouen
(see Fig. 5.7 for location). The main part of the klippe corresponds to Aquitanian siliciclastic
turbidites whose NE-dipping layers (SW-vergent folds) are deformed by a SW-vergent anticline,
troncated by the sole thrust of the nappe. The Cretaceous pelites of the Meloussa nappe form a
plastic cushion at the bottom of the competent Numidian nappe, and on top of the Intrarif Upper
Cretaceous shales (Tanger unit)

klippe, which overlies the Internal Zones and probably originates from a relatively
internal part of the Numidian basin (Anjra unit).

The stratigraphic pile (Fig. 5.26) begins with a “pre-flysch” series, namely the
Argiles sous-numidiennes (Infra-Numidian Clays). These are vari-coloured clay
deposits including scarce bioclastic layers and Fe-Mn rich concretions referred to
as Tubotomaculum (likely epigenised crustacean burrows). They were deposited
at depth during the Late Lutetian to Late Oligocene times, according to both the
pelagic foraminiferans and nannoplankton associations. The weakness of this for-
mation greatly favoured the detachement of the more than 1000 m thick Numid-
ian pile.

The Numidian sandstones sensu stricto consist of thick yellowish, poorly ce-
mented sandstsones, which include scattered, almond-sized quartz pebbles. Graded
bedding is poorly marked, the sandstones layers are channelized, often amalga-
mated, and organized into upward thinning sequences interleaved with reddish
pelites, suggesting a system of fluxoturbidites emplaced in deep lobate fans. The
origin of the highly mature sediment (quartz sand) is to be found in the reworking
of previous sandy deposits, possibly the Jurassic-Cretaceous Saharan continental
sandstones, which itself has been fed by the erosion of the Cambrian-Ordovician
sandstones overlying the Saharan crystalline shields. The Saharan sands would
have entered the Ligurian-Maghrebian Ocean through some gates (e.g. in Tunisia,
according to Hoyez, 1989), being then distributed by longitudinal turbidity
currents.

The age of the Numidian sedimentation, latest Oligocene-Aquitanian, is con-
strained only by the age of the bounding levels. Indeed, the turbidite sequence is
overlain by brownish, siliceous supra-numidian clays dated from the latest Aqui-
tanian and early-middle Burdigalian. Flint layers of the same age are found on top
of the Beni Ider series, and these siliceous levels are possibly related to an early
volcanic event (Sect. 5.5).
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Fig. 5.26 Stratigraphy of the Numidian nappe from the J. Zinat (left) and Tangier (Tanger) Moun-
tain (two columns on the right; note the different vertical scale used in the left-hand column). See
Figs. 5.6 and 5.7 for location

As a whole, the Numidian flysch appears to be coeval with the Beni Ider
sandy-micaceous flysch. Thus, it is not suprising to find mixed series such as the
Talaa-Lakrah (Tanger) and Bolonia (Andalucia) series. Their stratigraphy com-
pares with the Beni Ider one, except the occurrence of interbedded Numidian-type
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sandstones layers with almond-like quartz pebbles, sometimes located within sand-
balls. This suggests that southeastern, Numidian inputs were converging with north-
ern ones (Beni Ider).

5.3.3 Paleogeography

The Maghrebian Flyschs nappes, which display turbiditic sequences of Cretaceous-
Tertiary age are detached from an oceanic or thinned continental crust domain.
Ophiolite slivers occur at the bottom of the more or less recrystallized flyschs from
southern Apennine Calabria, Sicily, and even beneath the Lesser Kabylia allochthon
(Rekkada-Metletine serpentinites, gabbros, pillow basalts and radiolarites dated
from the Jurassic). Interestingly, the Achaiche Mauretanian unit, also overthrust by
the Lesser Kabylia massif, displays a continental margin-type pre-flysch series with
Paleozoic metapelites, Triassic sandstones, Liassic carbonates intruded by thick sills
of basalts, limestones and radiolarites of Dogger-Malm age, and Berriasian pillow
basalts. Further west, Middle-Upper Jurassic pillow basalts and radiolarites associ-
ated with siliceous micrites crop out beneath the Mauretanian nappe south of the
Bokkoya (Izroutene), whereas an agglomerate of Middle Jurassic limestones and
variolitic pillows occurs at the bottom of the J. Chouamat Massylian nappe. Pillow
basalts are also found as olistoliths within the Bokkoya Tertiary sole. In contrast, no
basalt occurs in the Ouareg sheet beneath the Tisiren nappe close to Targuist, the
series of which displays only Toarcian-Bajocian calciturbidites and Middle-Upper
Jurassic radiolarites.

It is suggested that the Ligurian-Maghrebian basin was a true oceanic basin in its
eastern, wider part, whereas it was floored mostly by thinned continental thrust in
its narrower western part. However, the tomographic studies image a deep cold slab,
about 600 km wide E-W and N-S below the south Balearic basin, which would cor-
respond to a former Ligurian-Maghrebian oceanic substrate subducted down to the
base of the asthenosphere (Sect. 5.7). This indicates additionally that not only most
of the Ligurian-Maghrebian crust, but also a large part of the overlying sediments
disappeared by subduction: the Flysch nappes and their scarce basal slivers are tiny
remnants of the lost oceanic domain.

The Mauretanian sub-basin was located on the northern side of the Maghrebian
basin, as indicated by the detrital elements reworked from the AlKaPeCa domain in
the Beni Ider breccias and coarse turbidites. The sandy-micaceous flysch was prob-
ably fed by the erosion of the Ghomarides-Malaguides and equivalent Kabylian ter-
ranes, like the “post-nappe” cover of these mostly Paleozoic domains. Conversely,
the Massylian sediments accumulated on the southern side of the Maghrebian basin,
close to the African margin. This is consistent with the similarities between the Cre-
taceous series of the Massylian nappes and Intrarif units (see below), and also with
the African source of the Numidian turbidites.
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5.4 External Zones

References: The internal parts of the External Zones (Intrarif, Mesorif) have been
the subject of a number of publications in the last decades: Andrieux (1971),
Vidal (1977), Leblanc (1979), Leblanc & Wernli (1980), Wildi (1981, 1983),
Leblanc & Feinberg (1982), Septfontaine (1983), Monié et al. (1984), Frizon de
Lamotte (1985, 1987), Morley (1987, 1992), Asebriy et al. (1987), Ben Yaı̈ch
(1991), Ben Yaı̈ch et al. (1991), Favre (1992), Michard et al. (1992), Asebriy (1994),
Benzaggagh (1996), Elazzab et al. (1997), Abdelkhaliki (1997), Azdimousa et al.
(1998), Toufiq et al. (2002), Zakir et al. (2004), Zaghloul et al. (2005), Crespo-Blanc
& Frizon de Lamotte (2006), Negro et al. (2007), Michard et al. (2007).

As for the more external parts (Prerif and foredeep) and more recent, post-nappe
deposits, the main recent references are the followings: Guillemin & Houzay (1982),
Feinberg (1986), Wernli (1987), Benson et al. (1991), Kerzazi (1994), Flinch (1996),
Benzaggagh (1996), Zizi (1996, 2002), Samaka et al. (1997), Lamarti-Sefian et al.
(1998), Plaziat & Ahmamou (1998), Bernini et al. (1999), Krijgsman & Langereis
(2000), Litto et al. (2001), Zouhri et al. (2001), Münch et al. (2001), Bargach et al.
(2004), Chalouan et al. (2006a).

As reported above (Sect. 5.1.2.3), the Rif External Zones are divided into three
zones, according to structural and stratigraphic criteria, i.e. from NE to SW the
Intrarif, Mesorif and Prerif (Figs. 5.7, 5.8).

5.4.1 Intrarif

The Intrarif zone includes the most distal units derived from the African paleomar-
gin. These units crop out immediately beneath the Maghrebian Flyschs and Dor-
sale units.

The Ketama unit consists mainly of Lower Cretaceous series where siliciclas-
tic turbidites predominate. These terms are intensely folded and affected by low
grade metamorphism (Sect. 5.5). The Ketama unit extends into the Central Rif
range, being limited eastward by the Nekor Fault, the nature of which is discussed
in Sect. 5.4.2. The Ketama unit involves, at least, two sub-units. The southern unit
begins with Sinemurian massive limestones (Fig. 5.27A), suggesting a continental
substrate. Then the syn-rift series involves ammonite-rich marly limestones (Mid-
dle Liassic), silty marls (Toarcian), hemipelagic “calcaires à filaments” (Aalenian),
and Posidonomya marls (Dogger). The overlying post-rift series consists firstly of
Upper Jurassic “ferrysch” (a rythmic marly-clastic formation), followed upward by
Tithonian-Berriasian pelagic limestones. Then a pelitic-sandy sedimentation corre-
sponds to the Valanginian, Barremian and Aptian-Albian times, being characterized
by thick quartzose turbidites (Fig. 5.28). Vraconian belemnite marls and spongolites
are preserved to the north.

The Tanger unit, partly detached from the underlying Ketama, and the Aknoul
nappe, totally detached and thrust over the Mesorif and Prerif (and even over the
Middle Atlas foreland in the easternmost Rif), expose the Upper Cretaceous-Eocene
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Fig. 5.28 Large load casted
flute casts at the bottom of
an overturned siliciclastic
turbidite strata from the
Lower Cretaceous Ketama
unit, 20 km west of Ketama
town. Two superimposed
paleocurrent directions can be
distinguished (arrows)

0,5 m

V

2

V 1

marly-pelitic formations of the Intrarif zone (Fig. 5.27C). The Tanger series spans
the Cenomanian-Maastrichtian interval in Central Rif, whereas it is diverticulated in
Western Rif into an Internal Tanger unit (Cenomanian-Senonian) and and External
Tanger unit (Campanian-Paleocene). Some facies contrast with the dominant pelites,
such as the Cenomanian-Turonian phtanites, the lower Senonian cone-in-cone nod-
ules, the Campanian-Maastrichtian calcareous microbreccias, and the Ostrea marly
limestones at about the K-T boundary.

The Loukkos unit conventionally belongs to the Intrarif, although it forms a tran-
sition with the western Mesorif. Compared to the Tanger unit, the Loukkos unit
(Fig. 5.27B) is typified by thicker Cenomanian deposits, a higher proportion of car-
bonates, and frequent diapiric intrusions of the Triassic clay-gypsum complex. As
for the younger formations of the former Intrarif basin, they have been detached
and diverticulated, except locally (Saf Lahmane; Zaghloul et al., 2005), to form the
Habt nappe in the west, and the Ouezzane and Tsoul nappes south and southeast.
Indeed, Intrarif Eocene sediments consist of white siliceous marls and marly lime-
stones, which acted as a décollement level. Sand input increased during the Middle
Eocene. During the Oligocene, olistostromes occurred in part of the Habt (Rirha
and Meliana units), whereas a siliciclastic flysch, namely the Asilah-Larache Sand-
stone, accumulated in the external Habt sub-basin. The latter turbidite formation is
dated from the Late Oligocene-Burdigalian, and thus corresponds to a lateral facies
of the Numidian. Indeed, it seems that the J. Berkane Numidian klippe (Eastern Rif)
is in stratigraphic contact with the underlying Aknoul nappe, suggesting they have
been transported altogether. The youngest Intrarif levels at Saf Lahmane are dated
from the late Burdigalian-Middle Miocene (Serravallian?), and then resemble the
younger pre-nappe levels of the Mesorif zone.

5.4.2 Mesorif

The Mesorif zone displays different characteristics in Western-Central Rif and East-
ern Rif, east of the Nekor Fault, respectively.
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5.4.2.1 Western and Central Rif

In the central part of the Rif range, the Mesorif zone is also termed Zone des Fenêtres
(“Window Zone”) as it is characterized by antiforms with Lower-Middle Miocene
rocks in the core (e.g. Tamda, J. Kouine), and mainly Mesozoic thrust units above
them. The allochthonous units have two possible origins, either infra- or supra-
Ketama (see Figs. 5.7, 5.8 for location).

The Tifelouest-Tafraout-Afress-Rhafsaı̈ group of infra-Ketama units corresponds
to folded duplexes at the very front of the Ketama massif, being rooted beneath the
massif. The Senhadja nappe is also part of the infra-Ketama units, but appears as
unrooted klippes on top of the autochthonous Miocene turbidites and olistostrome.
The Bou Haddoud nappe has the same infra-Ketama origin as the Senhadja nappe,
but extends more to the south over the Prerif units.

The Mesozoic series typical of the Tifelouest group are found also in the Iz-
zarene forest of Western Rif, as well as in the “Zone des Sofs”, i.e. the rocky ridges
that underline the Mesorif-Prerif boundary. Everywhere within this fragmented
domain, rapid facies and thickness changes in the Lower and Middle Jurassic
formations indicate the synsedimentary activity of normal faults, and character-
ize the paleomargin syn-rift evolution (Fig. 5.29). The post-rift sequence begins
with the Callovian-Oxfordian “ferrysch”, followed by Kimmeridgian and
Tithonian-Berriasian micrites, and Neocomian pelites. The syn-orogenic, Cenozoic
sedimentation begins with unconformable, blocky marls, probably Late Oligocene
in age (M. Durand-Delga, written comm., 2007) as they contain both Nummulites
and Lepidocyclines. These nummulitic marls are unconformably overlain by a
chaotic complex (Oligocene-Aquitanian?) followed upward by the Aquitanian-
Serravallian turbidites cited above. The Mesozoic formations are strongly folded
and foliated, whereas the Lower-Middle Miocene formations are moderately de-
formed and only anchimetamorphic (Sect. 5.5). The occurrence of foliated Eocene
pebbles in the Oligocene-Aquitanian chaotic complex yield evidene of a Late
Eocene-Oligocene phase of synmetamorphic deformation. In the Zoumi unit of
Western Rif, the Miocene formations compare with those of Central Rif, but the
older formations are not metamorphic.

The Senhadja “nappe” includes hectometre- to kilometre-sized blocks (Taı̈neste,
Merzouk, Azrou Akchar) on top of the Middle Miocene turbidites. The reworked
Mesozoic layers compare with those of the Tifelouest, but they are accompanied
by Triassic elements (reddish sandstones and pelites, spilitic dolerites and gabbros)
and even by Paleozoic material (quartzites, phyllites). Therefore, the basement itself
is clearly involved in the External Rif deformation, likely due to inversion of the
paleomargin normal faults.

As for the supra-Ketama units, they correspond mainly to the already quoted
Aknoul nappe, detached from the Ketama unit on top of the Cenomanian under-
compacted clays, and to the J. Berkane Numidian klippe transported on top of the
latter nappe. Note that the underlying Bou Haddoud unit displays a remarkable, con-
tinuous “K-T” section, dated precisely with planktonic Foraminifera (Toufiq et al.,
2002).
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5.4.2.2 Eastern Rif

The structural setting of the Central Rif is disturbed eastward by a large tectonic cor-
ridor, referred to as the Nekor Fault (“accident du Nekor”), which is a NE-trending
left-lateral wrench fault oblique to the general trend of the Rif-Tell belt (Figs. 5.5,
5.7). The importance of this fault is well indicated by its association with a low-
velocity zone at 5 km depth, coinciding with high conductivity and low-gravity
structure, interpreted as a fault gouge zone and fluid-filled subsurface rock matrix
(Serrano et al., 2003). East of the fault, the Mesorif can be easily recognized in the
South Temsamane sub-zone (unit I, Fig. 5.30). The Mesorif zone can be followed
northward to the Mediterranean coast in the North Temsamane sub-zone, through
several steps of increasing deformation and metamorphic grade (Sect. 5.5.3). The
Intrarif zone disappears undersea, and crops out again only in the Oran region east
of the Algerian border.

The South Temsamane stratigraphy is complete and easily recognized from
the Liassic to Upper Cretaceous levels, up to the unconformable Lower-Middle
Miocene turbidites. In contrast, the stratigraphic formations are less continuous and
less easily dated in the North Temsamane sub-zone, which consists of more or less
diverticulated units (II–VII from S to N), duplicated and folded together during the
pre-Miocene synmetamorphic event. Their metasediments are deformed into over-
turned folds stretched along their WSW-trending axes, which is consistent with a
sinistral throw during the Alboran Terrane-Africa oblique collision (Sect. 5.7).

Two isolated massifs involving metamorphic units occur in Eastern Rif, i.e., (i)
the Tres-Forcas (Trois-Fourches) massif (unit VIII), whose lowest unit likely con-
tinues the North Temsamane system upward; and (ii) the Khebaba unit (unit IX),
which overlies the South Temsamane, being located beneath the Aknoul nappe. The
Khebaba massif structural setting thus compares with that of the Senhadja klippes,
but the Khebaba shows a metamorphic grade comparable with that of the northern-
most Temsamane unit (Ras Afraou; Sect. 5.5.3).

In the North Temsamane domain, gabbroic sills intrude the Jurassic-Cretaceous
formations, being affected also by the regional syntectonic recrystallization. These
metagabbros and metadolerites testify to the importance of the paleomargin thinning
in the distal Mesorif area during the Late Jurassic-Early Cretaceous.

Such crustal thinning is still better documented by the occurrence of a ser-
pentinite massif, namely the Beni Malek massif, in the Nekor Fault corridor. The
massif forms a kilometre scale lense at the bottom of the Ketama unit, and over-
lies a metasedimentary unit (Igarmaouas unit) intermediate between the Ketama
and North Temsamane complexes (Fig. 5.30C). The ultrabasites (altered spinel
lherzolite) are partly draped by a cover sequence consisting of limestones with
ophiolitic clasts (Late Jurassique-Early Cretaceous?). Laterally, the massive serpen-
tinites are replaced by greenschists, which correspond to metabasites and recrys-
tallized serpentinite-gabbro sands. The Beni Malek unit is interpreted as a sliver of
oceanic crust originated from an Alpine-type oceanic crust, where tectonic denuda-
tion of mantle rocks plays a major role with respect to magmatism. Modelling of
the regional magnetic anomaly suggests that the serpentinite and greenschist sliver
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Fig. 5.30 Structure and metamorphism of the Eastern Rif. Schematic structural map (A) and cross-
section (B) after Frizon de Lamotte (1985), Negro et al. (2007), and Michard et al. (2007), modi-
fied. Khebaba massif after Darraz & Leblanc (1989). K/Ar ages (Ma) of post-orogenic volcanoes
after El Azzouzi et al. (1999) and Münch et al. (2001). XX’: trace of lower cross-section (C); ZA:
Zaouyet Sidi Hadj Ali. – (C): Geological cross-section of the Beni Malek ultrabasite massif (YY’)
after Michard et al. (1992), and 2D interpretation of the regional aeromagnetic anomaly (XX’) sug-
gesting the occurrence of a cryptic ultrabasic body, after Elazzab et al. (1997). j-c(?): carbonates
with serpentinite clasts (Upper Jurassic-Lower Cretaceous?)

is derived from a deeper and larger serpentinite body obducted onto the Mesorif
units (Fig. 5.30C). This would indicate that a minor, intracontinental (intra-margin)
suture zone occurs between an Intrarif distal block and a Mesorif-Prerif proximal
margin. Serpentinite outcrops are known on top of the Tres-Forcas massif. In fact,
the trace of this suture can be followed eastward at least up to the Oran region,
and likely up to the Chéliff Mountains south of Algiers. To the west, the suture is
likely buried beneath the Intrarif thrust, whose lateral ramp corresponds to the Nekor
Fault.
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5.4.3 Prerif Zone and Foredeep

The main, external Prerif Zone comprises Upper Cretaceous-Eocene and Middle-
Upper Miocene marly-argillaceous formations detached from their Jurassic-Early
Cretaceous basement and slid towards the foredeep (Figs. 5.7, 5.8). The Triassic
clay and salt complex formed diapirs and rock glaciers within the Cretaceous for-
mations. The diapiric complex frequently includes ophite bodies of Late Triassic-
Early Liassic age. Subsequently, the Triassic diapirs and the resedimented Triassic
complex are incorporated within the Prerif nappes (Figs. 5.31, 5.32).

The Jurassic-Lower Cretaceous formations themselves are detached from their
Paleozoic basement and now form an alignement of carbonate slivers in the inter-
nal Prerif Zone, also labelled the “sof line”. The “sof” Mesozoic series compares
with the Mesorif as they exhibit Upper Jurassic “ferrysch” and Lower Cretaceous
marly limestones with turbidite intercalations. The Upper Cretaceous-Eocene marls
are followed upward by Middle-Upper Eocene to Middle Miocene detrital forma-
tions including, in particular, the Eocene-Oligocene Sidi Mrayt sandstones, which
were fed from the external foreland through the Meliana paleo-canyon. The latter
stratigraphic levels lack in the External Prerif, suggesting a flexural uplift of the
proximal margin south of the Mesorif, which played the role of an early foredeep
during the Early-Middle Miocene.

The foredeep subsidence began during the Middle-Late Miocene at the front of
the Rif-Tell tectonic prism, through flexural bending of the African plate due to tec-
tonic overburden, and/or to slab pull from the subducting Maghrebian Ocean litho-
sphere (Sect. 5.7). In the central Fes-Meknes region, the Rides prérifaines are late
anticlines formed after the synsedimentary emplacement of the Prerif nappe within
the foredeep. Their varied axial trends (E-W, NE-SW and N-S) are controlled by
the varied normal faults inherited from the paleomargin. The Mesozoic series of the
Rides prérifaines compares with that of the Middle Atlas foreland (sandy carbonates
of Dogger age, Late Jurassic-Early Cretaceous gap). It is unconformably overlain by
Middle-Upper Miocene molassic sandstones, then by Upper Miocene sandy marls
within which the front of the nappe is interleaved (Fig. 5.33; see also Chap. 6).

Further west in the Gharb Basin, industrial boreholes evidence the Miocene mo-
lasse onlapping onto the Caledonian-Variscan Sehoul Block barely covered by thin
Cretaceous deposits. Near Rabat, the molasse directly overlies the Paleozoic base-
ment. The lack of Jurassic formations and the reduction of Cretaceous sediments can
be ascribed to the uplift of the Atlantic rift shoulder (Chap. 4). The molasse trans-
gression onto the foreland occurred earlier in the eastern areas (Langhian) than in the
western (Tortonian). Subsequently, sandy marls accumulated in the foredeep during
the Tortonian. At that time, the Prerif formations, already overlain by the Intrarif
nappes (Ouezzane, Tsoul, Aknoul) detached and slid on top of the foredeep sed-
iments under submarine, synsedimentary conditions (olistostromes). The cover of
the nappe consists again of terrigeneous muds of Late Tortonian-Messinian age, la-
belled the Miocène post-nappe and followed upward by similar deposits of Pliocene
age. The regression occurred after the middle Pliocene (Saiss “Sables fauves”).
The collapse of the orogenic prism resulted in the transgression of the post-nappe
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d
g, h

N
V

Fig. 5.32 The Late Triassic complex of the External Prerif, 25 km NW of Fes city. The complex
includes red-brown clays, evaporites (g: gypsum; h: halite), and a neck of spilitic dolerites (d). The
leached salt turns the bed of oued Mellah white (“mellah”=salted, in Arabic). In the background,
Cretaceous and Miocene marls

deposits onto the Mesorif domain of Central-Eastern Rif. These deposits are now
preserved in post-nappe synclines, which formed contemporaneously with the Rides
prérifaines anticlines. The Rif foredeep connects offshore with the Betic one in the
submarine accretionary prism of the Gulf of Cadiz (Fig. 5.5).

5.5 Metamorphism

In the Gibraltar Arc, metamorphism characterizes essentially the Internal Zones
(Alboran Domain), and more particularly the Ghomarides-Malaguides and Sebtides-
Alpujarrides. In the Dorsale units, very low-grade, post-Eocene metamorphism oc-
curs only along the internal border of the range and along the Jebha Fault. In the
two former complexes, as well as in their Kabylian equivalents, one can clearly
separate, (i) Variscan metamorphism, which is the main recrystallization episode in
the Ghomarides-Malaguides and the Kabylian upper units (i.e. the “upper plate” of
the broad metamorphic structure), and (ii) Alpine metamorphism, which hardly af-
fects the bottom of the upper plate, but deeply concerns the lower (Kabylian lower
units, Sebtides-Alpujarrides, and Nevado-Filabrides in Central-Eastern Betics). As
a whole, these upper and lower plate units define a dismembred metamorphic core
complex, which records a tectonic evolution involving, initially, the subduction of
the lower plate, and subsequently its exhumation (Sect. 5.7).

Metamorphic recrystallization also affects part of the External Zones in the Cen-
tral and Eastern Rif, and their Tellian equivalents. Although the metamorphic grade
is moderate or low in these units, it is a useful tool to delineate the intracontinental
suture zone, which is also marked by the Beni Malek massif of serpentinites and
greenschists.

5.5.1 Ghomaride Metamorphism

References: A limited number of works address the metamorphism of the
Ghomaride, e.g. Chalouan & Michard (1990), Michard et al. (2006), Negro et al.
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(2006). A very low grade recrystallization of the overlying Dorsale units was de-
scribed locally by Olivier et al. (1992). In the Betics, the Malaguide metamorphism
has been discussed by Platt et al. (2003b) and Negro et al. (2006). A review of the
Kabylian upper plate metamorphism is given in Michard et al. (2006).

The Ghomaride Mesozoic-Cenozoic series are virtually devoid of metamorphic
recrystallization. Contrastingly, two superimposed metamorphic histories can be
distinguished in the Paleozoic terranes, Variscan and Alpine, respectively, although
the latter concerns only the lower part of the lowest nappe (Aakaili).

The Variscan evolution itself is divided into two episodes (Sect. 5.2.2.1). The first
affects the Lower and Middle Paleozoic series, but not the Carboniferous. This Eo-
variscan episode is characterized by low grade greenschist-facies recrystallizations
coeval with the formation of superimposed, NE-trending folds (P1 and P2 folds in
Fig. 5.16). The second, Hercynian-Alleghanian episode affects the whole Paleozoic
pile, being mainly identified in the Carboniferous formations by very low grade re-
crystallizations and NW-trending folds. The overlying, unfolded Triassic deposits
show only a diagenetic evolution.

However, K-Ar datings of Paleozoic samples from the Ghomaride nappes fail to
yield any exact Variscan date. In contrast, they reveal a progressive variation of the
measured ages from 259± 5Ma in the uppermost nappe to 25 Ma at the bottom of
the lowest, just in contact with the Sebtides schists (Fig. 5.34). This suggests that a
heating event affected the base of the Ghomaride pile, contemporaneously with the
underlying Sebtides, i.e. at about 23 Ma (Sect. 5.5.2). This thermal event has been
calibrated recently by Raman spectroscopy of carbonaceous material: T reached
∼500 ◦C at the bottom of the Aakaili nappe whereas it remained below ∼300 ◦C
in the upper part of the nappe and overlying units (Fig. 5.34). Similar observations
were made in the Malaguides. This Oligocene-Miocene thermal event caused biotite
and andalusite growth at the very bottom of the Ghomaride-Malaguide complex,
and can be ascribed to the major extension phase responsible for the opening of the
Alboran Basin (Sect. 5.7).

5.5.2 Sebtide Metamorphism

References: Many recent publications concern the Sebtide-Alpujarride metamor-
phism. To concentrate on the Sebtide metamorphism, we must refer to the follow-
ing papers, which include many Betic references: (i) for the Lower Sebtides (Beni
Bousera and Filali), Saddiqi et al. (1988), Kornprobst et al. (1990), Saddiqi (1995),
Kumar et al. (1996), Bouybaouene et al. (1998), Azañón et al. (1998), El Maz et
Guiraud (2001), Haissen et al. (2004), Negro et al. (2006); (ii) for the Upper Sebtides
(mainly Beni Mezala), Bouybaouene (1993), Zaghloul (1994), Goffé et al. (1996),
Michard et al. (1997), Vidal et al. (1999), Agard et al. (1999), Negro (2005), Janots
et al. (2006), Michard et al. (2006), Negro et al. (2006).

The age of the Sebtide-Alpujarride metamorphism has been repeatedly investi-
gated. Let us particularly refer to Monié et al., 1991, 1994), Sosson et al. (1998),
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Argles et al. (1999), Platt & Whitehouse (1999), Blichert-Toft et al. (1999),
Sánchez-Gómez et al. (1999), Zeck et Whitehouse (1999), Montel et al. (2000),
Sánchez-Rodriguez & Gebauer (2000), Esteban et al. (2004), Platt et al. (2003b,
2005), Janots et al. (2006), Platt et al. (2006). A review of the Kabylian dates can be
found in Michard et al. (2006).
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In the Sebtides, Alpujarrides and equivalent Kabylian units, the most conspicu-
ous metamorphic record results from the Alpine evolution, and the previous evolu-
tion of the corresponding crustal and mantle rocks is seldom recorded, because of
the high grade of the Alpine metamorphism.

5.5.2.1 Alpine Recrystallizations in Northern Upper Sebtides

The Federico units of the Beni Mezala post-nappe antiform (Figs. 5.9, 5.14, 5.35A)
offer the best opportunity to calibrate the Alpine metamorphism as most of its rock
material is Permian and Triassic, and consists mostly of metapelites (Sect. 5.2.1.2).
In the uppermost unit (Tizgarine), the cookeite-pyrophyllite-low Si phengite assem-
blages correspond to low pressure, low temperature conditions (Fig. 5.35C). In the
underlying, Boquete Anjera unit, sudoite, Mg-chlorite and phengite occur in the
quartz veins whereas chloritoid is abundant in the matrix; the corresponding meta-
morphic conditions can be estimated at ∼7kbar, 300–380◦C, i.e. intermediate pres-
sure and temperature. Deeper in the antiform, the upper Beni Mezala unit (BM2)
displays Mg-carpholite relics within chloritoid or kyanite-bearing intrafolial quartz
veins. This corresponds to blueschist facies (HP-LT) conditions, between 8 kbar,
380 ◦C and 13 kbar, 450 ◦C. Eventually, in the lower Beni Mezala unit (BM1), Mg-
carpholite relics associated with talc-phengite assemblages within quartz-kyanite
segregations indicate that eclogite facies conditions have been reached, between
13–15 kbar, 450◦C, and 15–18 kbar, 550 ◦C. The underlying Benzu schists com-
pare with the Filali recrystallized Paleozoic basement, and show garnet-chloritoid-
phengite-quartz assemblages equilibrated at P>14kbar, T∼550 ◦C.

The earliest retrograde path is constrained in BM1 by tremolite-talc and
phlogopite-chlorite associations, and appears virtually isothermal (Fig. 5.35C). Sub-
sequently, further exhumation occurs at decreasing T, being accompanied by parag-
onite, muscovite, chlorite, kaolinite, cookeite and margarite growth. Microstructural
observations indicate that these crystallizations were contemporaneous with a duc-
tile, top-to-the-north extensional shearing (Fig. 5.35A).

The reported data indicate that the Sebtide units were buried by subduction
(HP-LT conditions) down to 60 km at least for some of them (eclogite facies), then
tectonically exhumed, forming a pile of tectonic units separated by subtractive con-
tacts (P and T gaps). The corresponding geodynamic setting is discussed hereafter
(Sect. 5.7).

5.5.2.2 Alpine Recrystallizations in the Southern Upper Sebtides
and Lower Sebtides

The Federico units on top of the Beni Bousera antiform (Fig. 5.9) show Alpine
mineral assemblages similar to those of their northern equivalents (Beni Mezala),
except for the lowest, Souk-el-Had unit. The latter unit contains phengite-chlorite-
phlogopite-kyanite assemblages, and late growth of andalusite and cordierite, which
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Fig. 5.35 Metamorphic structure and P-T conditions of the Sebtide units, after Bouybaouene
(1993), Saddiqi (1995), Michard et al. (1997, 2006), and Negro et al. (2006). (A): Beni Mezala
antiform. – (B): Beni Bousera antiform; a–c: Filali schist metamorphic zones. – (C): Correspond-
ing P-T estimates. Arrows: sense of shear inferred in late metamorphic structures

suggests an evolution at 12 kbar, 550–600 ◦C (Figs. 5.35B, C), i.e. under a higher
geotherm than the northern unit.

As for the underlying Filali mica-schists (Fig. 5.35B), their upper part displays
chlorite-chloritoid-muscovite ± biotite ± kyanite assemblages (zone “a”), chang-
ing downward into garnet-biotite-staurolite-kyanite (zone “b”), and finally, garnet-
biotite-sillimanite assemblages (zone “c”). Andalusite is almost ubiquitous, and
shows syn- to post-kinematic character (Fig 5.36A). The coexistence of the three
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A B

Fig. 5.36 High grade rocks from the Lower Sebtides (see Fig. 5.35 for location). (A): Quartz
segregation with pink andalusite crystals, zone (b) of the Filali schist unit south of Taregha. – (B):
Kinzigites from the Beni Bousera unit top slivers east of Bou Ahmed, with large garnet crystals
whose asymmetric quartz-phengite-green spinel pressure shadows indicate top-to-the-NW, non-
coaxial shear strain. The mylonitic matrix shows quartz-retromorphic kyanite-sillimanite ribbons
and biotite-graphite foliae. Coin diameter: 15 mm. Photos by O. Saddiqi

Al-silicate polymorphs prooves the complexity of the metamorphic history, where
kyanite growth seems to have preceded that of the high-temperature polymorphs.
The assumed metamorphic conditions range from 7 kbar, 580 ◦C in zone “b” to
8 kbar, 680◦C in zone “c”, and finally reach 8 kbar, 780◦C in the gneisses.

A dramatic pressure gap (which implies a tectonic omission) occurs between
the Filali and Beni Bousera units. The kinzigite (or granulite) garnet-sillimanite ±
kyanite-graphite assemblages characterize P-T conditions at 9–13 kbar, 800–850 ◦C
(Figs. 5.35C, 5.36B). However, the Ichendirene metabasite lense contains a pri-
mary assemblage pyrope-jadeite rich pyroxene-kyanite-rutile-plagioclase-quartz,
which corresponds to peak metamorphic conditions at 16–20 kbar, 760–820◦C
(Fig. 5.35C). The peak conditions in the underlying spinel-garnet harzburgites are
similar, 18–20 kbar, 850–900 ◦C. In contrast, within the peridotite massif itself, still
higher P-T conditions are recorded by the garnet-corindon-bearing pyroxenites,
P>20kbar, 1200–1350 ◦C.

Thus, the P-T conditions recorded in the Lower Sebtides typifie a higher geotherm
than those from the Upper Sebtides. The reason for this contrast probably arises
from the different location of these complexes within the subduction zone (Sect. 5.7),
together with the different nature of the dominant rock material (Permian-Mesozoic
sediments versus crustal basement and mantle rocks).

5.5.2.3 Dating the Sebtide-Alpujarride Metamorphism

The occurrence of Sebtide-Alpujarride pebbles and minerals reworked in the earliest
Burdigalian detrital formations from Andalucia, and in the early-middle Burdigalian
formations from the Rif (Sect. 5.2.2.3) testifies that part of the Sebtide-Alpujarride
were already exhumed up to the surface at that time (ca. 20–18 Ma). Previously, dur-
ing sedimentation of the earliest post-nappe formations (Fnideq, Alozaina) upon the
Ghomarides-Malaguides during the latest Oligocene-Aquitanian (23–20 Ma), the
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Sebtides-Alpujarrides (which belong to the lower plate) were totally hidden beneath
the Ghomaride-Malaguide upper plate. In other words, the metamorphic units have
been exhumed during the late Oligocene-Burdigalian interval (23–18 Ma), which
corresponds to the beginning of the Alboran Sea opening (Sect. 5.7).

Recent isotopic datings are consistent with these stratigraphic constraints; they
also help to precise the age of the thermal peak, but fail to attain with certainty
that of the pressure peak itself. In the southern Sebtides (Fig. 5.37), most of the
results concentrate in the range 30–25 Ma to 18 Ma, and more particularly between
23 and 20 Ma, whatever the isotopic method. The only exceptions are a 66 Ma Lu-Hf
age, probably devoid of geologic meaning, and the ages close to 300 Ma which
correspond to Variscan relic minerals. This is a good indication that the thermal peak
(T > 600 ◦C, admittedly the closure temperature for U-Pb zircon method) occurred
at about 25–23 Ma. Subsequently, a rapid exhumation down to T< 300 ◦C took place
at ∼20Ma (K-Ar biotite dates).
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Fig. 5.37 Isotopic datings of the Sebtide units from the Beni Bousera antiform. The ellipses show
the K-Ar and 39Ar-40Ar (∗) results obtained on biotite (bi) and white micas (wm) by R. Montigny,
analyst, in Michard et al. (1991). Other dates (framed in rectangles): (a) Kumar et al. (1996); (b)
Blichert-Toft et al. (1999); (c): Sánchez-Rodriguez & Gebauer (2000); (d): Montel et al. (2000);
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Dates from the Alpujarrides are fairly consistent with the Sebtides ones. They
show a striking concentration between 22 and 19 Ma, besides of some Variscan ages,
already quoted above (Sect. 5.2.1.1). Partial melting occurred in the Ojen gneisses
beneath the Ronda peridotites at about 18–20 Ma according to the age of cordierite-
bearing leucogranite dykes in the peridotites.

The age of the peak of pressure was precised via 39Ar-40Ar dating of the phen-
gites from the low grade units (i.e. where the measured age equal the crystallization
age). A minimum age of ca. 25 Ma was obtained in Central Alpujarrides, and two
minimum ages in the Beni Mezala, ca. 23 and 27 Ma. A much higher figure, 48 Ma,
was ultimately obtained from Eastern Alpujarrides, together with younger dates up
to 20 Ma. According to Platt et al. (2005), the Alpujarride burial would have begun
during the Early Eocene. However, the 48 Ma date possibly corresponds to excess
argon, as it seems likely that the pressure peak should be close to the thermal peak,
i.e. at ca. 30–25 Ma (Michard et al., 2006). We recall that the Malaguides thrust are
dated stratigraphically at about 28Ma±1Ma (Sect. 5.2.2.3).

5.5.3 External Zone Metamorphism

References: Metamorphism is very limited in the External Zones, and the number
of related publications alike: Monié et al. (1984), Frizon de Lamotte (1985), Leikine
et al. (1991), Favre (1992), Michard et al. (1992), Azdimousa et al. (1998), Negro
et al. (2007), Michard et al. (2007). The equivalent zones in the Algerian Tell are
described by Guardia (1975), and Kirèche (1993).

In the External Rif, metamorphism affects only parts of the central and east-
ern regions, namely the Ketama unit (Intrarif), the Tifelouest group of units (in-
ternal Mesorif), and the North Temsamane units on the east side of the Nekor
Fault (Figs. 5.7, 5.30A). Additionally, two isolated massifs, i.e. the Tres Forcas and
Khebaba massifs are related to the North Temsamane metamorphic zone.

5.5.3.1 West of the Nekor Fault

The Ketama rock materials are recrystallized under low grade greenschist facies
conditions, with temperature seemingly lower in the north (∼200–250◦C) than in
the south (∼300 ◦C) under pressure close to ∼3 kbar. Recrystallization was coeval
with S- or SE-vergent recumbent or overturned folds (Fig. 5.38A), refolded by up-
right folds. Tentative K-Ar datings did not yield reliable results due to the low meta-
morphic grade and abundance of clastic muscovite grains. In contrast, apatite fission
track analysis indicates that the post-metamorphic cooling down to ca. 100 ◦C oc-
curred at about 14–15 Ma.

A closely similar tectonic-metamorphic evolution can be observed, and dated
stratigraphically in the Tifelouest units where syntectonic recrystallization affects
the series up to the Late Oligocene blocky marls inclusively (cf. Sect. 5.4.2.1).
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A B
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Fig. 5.38 Synmetamorphic structures from the External Rif. (A): Slaty cleavage S1 and minor folds
in the inverted limb of a major fold; Aptian-Albian upper part of the Ketama unit, 33 km north of
Taounate (see Fig. 5.7 for location). – (B): Sub-horizontal foliation and associated recumbent minor
folds in the eastern part of the Ras Afraou unit (north of Kebdani; see Fig. 5.30 for location). The
rock material includes metapelites, quartzites and rare carbonate layers, probably Paleozoic in age

The metasedimentary duplexes are unconformably overlain by unmetamorphosed
mélange with foliated Mesozoic elements, followed upward by the Lower-Middle
Miocene turbidites. Therefore, the metamorphism of the Tifelouest and (probably)
Ketama units probably occurred during the Late Oligocene (∼28–23Ma). Then, the
tectonic prism thickened and migrated southward onto the Mesorif. As a result, up-
right folds with axial-plane cleavage developed in the Mesorif units (crenulation
cleavage in the foliated Tifelouest material, and spaced pressure solution cleavage
in the Lower-Middle Miocene deposits). This very low grade metamorphic event
took place during the Serravallian-early Tortonian interval, before the transgression
of the late Tortonian-Messinian post-nappe sediments, and probably resulted of the
collision of the Alboran block against Africa (Sect. 5.7). In contrast, the earlier,
Late Oligocene metamorphism depends on another tectonic event, which affected
dominantly the regions east of the Nekor Fault.

5.5.3.2 East of the Nekor Fault

The South Temsamane units only display an anchimetamorphic evolution as in
the Central Rif windows. In contrast, the North Temsamane units exhibit green-
schist facies recrystallizations the grade of which increases upward in the tectonic
pile, indicating a post-metamorphic stacking event. Usual mineral assemblages are
chlorite-phengite-quartz-albite in metapelites, and tremolite-epidote-albite-chlorite-
sphene in metabasites (Unit VI). Chloritoid appears in the highest, Ras Afraou
unit (Unit VII), in association with Si-rich phengite. There, peak P-T conditions
are estimated at 7–8 kbar, 350 ± 30 ◦C, which corresponds to medium pressure,
low temperature (MP-LT) metamorphism. The coeval, ductile structures include
S-vergent overturned folds and gently dipping foliation (Fig. 5.38B) associated
with strong SW- to SSW-trending stretching lineation and top-to-the-WSW shear
indicators.

The Tres-Forcas massif (Taryat anticline) crops out beneath the late Tortonian-
Messinian deposits (Fig. 5.39B, C). The massif is cored by likely Paleozoic
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Fig. 5.39 The Cape Tres-Forcas volcano and its tectonic setting (see Fig. 5.30 for location). (A):
The volcanic massif viewed from the ancient Azrou n’Bou Lebene mine. Qz: cataclastic quartzite
layer from the top of the metamorphic “Temsamane VIII” unit; m5: Middle-upper Tortonian; m6:
Messinian; tf: volcanic tufs and breccias, lahars; Rhy: rhyolites (2: with amphibole-biotite; 3:
with pyroxene). – (B): Cross-section from the Tres-Forcas volcanic-sedimentary complex (Up-
per Tortonian-Messinian; age of rhyolites: 9.8–4.6 Ma) to the Melilla platform where the youngest
lava flows (6.4–5.7 Ma), originated from the Gourougou strato-volcano, are interbedded. Structural
data after the geologic map of Morocco, sheet Melilla (1983), and personal observations. K/Ar and
stratigraphic dates after Hernandez et al. (1987), Cornée et al. (1996), and Münch et al. (2001). –
(C): Cross-section of the Taryat anticline (Temsamane Unit VIII), after Michard et al. (2007)

quartz-phyllites, quartzites and marble recrystallized under P-T conditions hardly
higher than those of the Ras Afraou unit (∼8kbar, 400±30 ◦C). This “Unit VIII” of
the Temsamane system is overlain by slivers of serpentinites, chloritites and jaspes,
homologous of the Beni Malek unit, and finally topped by pelites and sandstones of
probable Carboniferous age.

The Khebaba-Zaouyet Sidi Hadj Ali unit consists of dismembered terranes in-
cluding Paleozoic rocks (Devonian metapelites, Early Carboniferous flysch) and
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their former cover series (Permian-Triassic red beds, dolomites, marbles, and gyp-
sum). These rocks are recrystallized under MP-LT conditions similar to those of the
Tres-Forcas metamorphic unit. The structural position of the Khebaba massif com-
pares with that of the Senhadja klippes as the massif is topped by the Aknoul nappe
and lies over the south Mesorif.

Preliminary 40Ar-39Ar phengite datings (Monié et al., 1984) yielded an age of
28.6± 1Ma for the peak metamorphism of Unit V, with a low grade stage at 8 Ma.
Negro (2005) obtained three groups of 40Ar-39Ar results from the Ras Afraou and
Tres Forcas phyllites. A group of minimum ages at 23–20 Ma characterizes the
high-Si phengite grains preserved in the intrafolial quartz segregates; it is referred to
the peak pressure metamorphism, whose age would be close to 28–23 Ma. A second
group of results at 15–10 Ma characterizes the phengite lamellae from the foliation;
it is referred to the ductile deformation associated to the southwestward exhuma-
tion of the metamorphic units (Negro et al., 2007). Eventually, the dates of 10–6 Ma
obtained from the illite-kaolinite-bearing retromorphic samples may represent late
brittle-ductile deformation.

5.5.3.3 Interpretation: The External Maghrebide Suture Zone

As the metamorphic grade and reddish colour of some of the Ras Afraou and
Khebaba metapelite outcrops evoke those of the Upper Sebtide Permian-Triassic
levels in the Boquete Anjera unit, certain authors assumed that the Ras Afraou,
Tres-Forcas and Khebaba units originated possibly from the Sebtide domain, hav-
ing been thrust above the Dorsale and Flyschs domains (e.g. Suter, 1980a, 1980b;
Negro et al., 2007). However, new examination of these units led Michard et al.
(2007) to favour an external origin, as admitted by Faure-Muret & Choubert (1971a,
1971b) and Frizon de Lamotte (1985). This is strongly suggested by the continuous
metamorphic gradient observed from the South Temsamane to North Temsamane
units (Fig. 5.30). Moreover, the lack of Dorsale or Flysch slivers at the bottom of
the Ras Afraou unit, and the fact that the Khebaba unit is overlain by the Aknoul
nappe obviously contradict an origin from the Internal Zones.

Therefore, the hypothesis arises that the External Rif MP-LT metamorphism is
related to a N-dipping subduction zone extending between the Intrarif and Mesorif
zones of the African paleomargin (Michard et al., 2007). This is supported by
the occurrence of serpentinite remnants in the Beni Malek and Tres-Forcas mas-
sifs. West of the Nekor Fault, which is a lateral ramp for the Ketama SE-verging
thrust, the “Mesorif suture zone” is probably hidden beneath the Intrarif. How-
ever, a volcanogenic level with gabbro and diabase clasts occurs at the bottom of
the Ketama series (Zaghloul et al., 2003), suggesting a western continuation of the
former thinned crust zone. This hypothetic intra-margin (intracontinental) suture
continues eastward at least up to the Oran coastal massifs where serpentinites and
chloritoid-bearing metapelites occur beneath the most internal Tell units (Guardia,
1975; Fenet, 1975). Accordingly, the Mesorif suture zone can also be referred to as
the “External Maghrebide Suture Zone” (Michard et al., 2007).
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5.6 Syn- to Post-Orogenic Magmatism

References: The Cenozoic magmatism of the Gibraltar Arc and Maghrebide belt has
been repeatedly considered in the last decades : Hernandez et al. (1987), Turner et al.
(1999), Zeck et al. (1999), El Bakkali et al. (1998), El Azzouzi et al. (1999), Maury
et al. (2000), Münch et al. (2001), Coulon et al. (2002), Savelli (2002), Duggen et al.
(2004), Gill et al. (2004), and Pecerillo & Martinotti (2006). The earliest magmatic
intrusions were described by Hernandez et al. (1976), Torres-Roldan et al. (1986),
and Cuevas et al. (2006). Thermal spring geochemistry has been recently addressed
by Tassi et al. (2006).

In the eastern part of the Gibraltar Arc and the Algerian-Tunisian Maghrebides,
magmatism essentially developed during the Miocene. However, the magmatic cli-
max was preceded by discrete magmatic events as early as the Paleocene, and
followed by a very recent volcanic activity, which extends widely outside of the
Maghrebide belt, in the Atlas and Anti-Atlas domains (see Chap. 4).

5.6.1 Early Magmatic Events

Eocene alkaline magmatism took place here and there in the African margin (e.g.
Tamazert; Chap. 4). In the eastern Prerif, basanites emplaced at Sidi Maatoug, north-
east of Taza (Fig. 5.7). These lava flows are dated by the occurrence of pyroxene
crystals reworked from associated ashes in the neighbouring lower-middle Pale-
ocene sediments. Moreover, they yielded a 57±7Ma Rb-Sr date, and basanite peb-
bles occur in the Oligocene formations close to the volcanic body (Hernandez et al.,
1976). Such volcanism can be assigned to a local extensional/transtensional setting.

Another early magmatic event, probably more significant, concerns the emplace-
ment of an andesitic dyke swarm in the western Malaguides. The dykes were
first dated by K/Ar at ∼23Ma (Torres-Roldan et al., 1986). Recent datings by
40Ar-39Ar yielded both older and younger ages: 30± 0.9Ma (Turner et al., 1999)
and 33.6± 0.6Ma (Duggen et al., 2004), and on the other hand several ages in the
range 19.8–17.4 Ma. The older ages are consistent with the dyke emplacement in the
Malaguide terrane prior to its thrust deformation (∼28Ma; see Sect. 5.2.2.3). The
K/Ar system was likely disturbed by the heating event that affected the Malaguide
nappe stack at about 25–23 Ma. The dominant N15E trend of the less deformed
dykes suggests a dominant E-W extension of the Malaguide-Ghomaride terrane dur-
ing the Early Oligocene. Moreover, the major and trace elements data and Sr-Nd
isotopes data favour derivation of the Malaga dykes through the subduction process
(Duggen et al., 2004).

As for the leucogranitic dykes, which intrude the Ronda and Beni Bousera peri-
dotites and their country rocks, they are younger, 20–19 Ma (Sect. 5.5.2.2), and gen-
erally less deformed. They are assigned to partial melting of the crustal unit beneath
the peridotite slab (Ojen, Monte Hacho) during the thermal peak, at about 21 Ma
(see above). This early and limited magmatism is coeval with the initial opening of
the most active Alboran Basin.
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5.6.2 The “Orogenic”, Post-Collisional Magmatism

The so-called “orogenic magmatism” of the Rif Belt is part of a large belt, which
stretches from Tunisia to eastern Morocco, then forms a number of volcanic cen-
ters in the Alboran Sea (in particular the Alboran Island itself), and finally ex-
tends to eastern Betic Cordilleras (“Trans-Alboran magmatism”; Fig. 5.40). This
widespread magmatism is labelled “orogenic” as it generally displays petrologic and
geochemical signatures typical for supra-subduction zone (SSZ) calc-alkaline mag-
mas. However, it differs from a genuine SSZ orogenic magmatism by its moderate
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volume, and because it occurs after the orogenic paroxysm. In fact, the Maghre-
bide and Trans-Alboran magmatism postdates the Internal Zones overthrusting on
the External Zones, and straddles the limit between these zones. It begins as early
as 15–16 Ma in Tunisia and eastern Algeria, then reaches western Algeria, east-
ern Morocco, Alboran and eastern Cordilleras around 13–10 Ma (Figs. 5.40, 5.41),
being contemporaneous with the Serravallian-Tortonian sedimentation in the Albo-
ran Basin (cf. Fig. 5.8). In other words, this “orogenic magmatism” is indeed coeval
with the late orogenic extension of the Internal Zones. It is described by Lustrino
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& Wilson (2007) as a part of the much larger circum-Mediterranean anorogenic
Cenozoic igneous province.

The magmatic belt includes granodiorite massifs (e.g. Beni Bou Ifrour), but
in most cases magmatism corresponds only to volcanic complexes of andesites,
dacites, rhyodacites and rhyolites flows, dykes and sills. The lavas are generally
K-enriched, up to shoshonitic compositions (Oran region, Gourougou south of
Melilla). Their Sr-Nd-Pb-O isotope compositions suggest a lithospheric mantle
origin with a strong crustal imprint (Fig. 5.41). The magmatic evolution ends at
10–7 Ma with the emplacement of transitional, calc-alkaline/alkaline basalts, an-
desitic basalts and trachy-andesites (Gourougou, Guilliz), and lamproites (Murcia).

As a whole, the detailed geochemical data now available give evidence of two
distinct sources, i.e. (i) a main source in a subcontinental lithospheric mantle
modified by the subduction of a lithospheric slab, and (ii) the overlying continen-
tal crust locally affected by partial melting (garnet-cordierite granites), which have
contaminated the ascending calc-alkaline magmas. Many authors (e.g. Maury et al.,
2000) hypothesize a direct link between this magmatic evolution and the African
plate subduction, ending with the oceanic slab tear-off (Sect. 5.7). The upward
flow of enriched asthenospheric mantle through the tear would have triggered melt-
ing of the lithospheric mantle already metasomatised during a previous subduction
episode. Later, partial melting would have occurred at the uprising asthenosphere-
lithosphere boundary, thus generating basalts having transitional character.

5.6.3 Recent Alkaline Magmatism of the Morocco Hot Line

An alkaline, intraplate-type volcanism took place at both the east and west tips of
the Maghrebian magmatic belt in the most recent period, from 6 to 0.8 Ma. In con-
trast with the earlier magmas, the new ones also occur outside of the Maghrebide
belt. The volcanic centers now occur along a NE-trending belt extending from the
Trans-Alboran zone (Fig. 5.40B) to the Middle Atlas domain (Chap. 4) and to the
Anti-Atlas (J. Siroua volcano). The magmatic rocks are alkaline basalts, basanites,
hawaites, and nephelinite, lacking crustal contamination (Fig. 5.41). Their geochem-
ical signature compares with that of the intra-oceanic island basalts, and suggests the
role of an asthenospheric “hot line”, labelled the Morocco Hot Line (MHL) in the
Chap. 4 of the present volume. Such interpretation is consistent with the gravimet-
ric and geodetic modelling of the lithosphere (cf. Chap. 1), and the lack of well
defined age versus position trend. The MHL could extend from the Canary Islands
to southeast Spain at least.

It is worth noting that CO2-rich thermal springs with 3He anomalies are likely re-
lated to this hot line. They are mainly distributed along a NE-SW trend from Nador
to Taza, and from Fes (Moulay Yacoub) to Oulmes south of the Rif frontal thrust.
The contemporary presence of 3He anomalies and minor recent basalt outcrops in-
dicate that CO2 originates from mantle degassing or deep hydrothermal systems in
these thermal discharges (Tassi et al., 2006).
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5.7 Mountain Building

The future Rif-Betic or Gibraltar Arc orogenic domain was created by the breaking
down of Pangea and opening of the Central Atlantic and western Tethys Oceans
(Figs. 1.5, 1.9). The oceanic corridor between Iberia and Africa was always nar-
row (200–300 km). However, oceanic lithosphere occurred everywhere north of the
Maghreb margin and west of the Adria plate (the “African promontory”; Fig. 1.9A),
being most probably connected with the Alpine oceanic lithosphere. At about
75 Ma, the latter ocean began to close by subduction of the European plate beneath
the Adria margin. Further to the southwest the scenario in the Ligurian-Maghrebide
Ocean is still a matter of debate.

In this section, we discuss those geodynamic processes, which resulted in the
building of the Rif mountains. This cannot be done without taking into account
the entire Gibraltar Arc. After an abridged synopsis of the successive events in due
chronological order (Sect. 5.7.1), and the presentation of the kinematic data and pa-
leomagnetic rotations (Sect. 5.7.2), we first present the most recent orogenic period,
which is also the best understood, i.e. the Oligocene-Neogene interval (Sect. 5.7.3).
Based on this reconstruction, which is currently accepted, we then discuss the earlier
and much debatable stages of the Rif-Betic orogeny (Sect. 5.7.4). The last Sect. 5.8
presents the present-day stress field in the region, which has important environ-
mental consequences and completes the orogenic evolution up to contemporary
times.

5.7.1 Abridged Orogenic Chronology and First Interpretations

References: The recent stratigraphic and radiochronologic references are indicated
in the preceding Sects. (5.3–5.6), and some of them recorded in the legend of
Fig. 5.42. Synthetic tables are proposed by Duggen et al. (2004), and Jolivet et al.
(2006) concerning the metamorphic, magmatic and tectonic events.

Mountain building of the Betic Cordilleras and Maghrebides is basically the final
product of the Africa-Eurasia plate convergence since ca. 70 Ma ago (see Chap. 1,
Fig. 1.10). Africa-Europe convergence in the west, along the Gibraltar transect, is
lesser than in the east, along the Sicilian transect, by approximately a factor 2. In
the Gibraltar transect, the orogenic domain suffered in total 250 km of N-S shorten-
ing from Late Cretaceous to Tortonian, and 50 km of further NW shortening until
present day. Convergence is directed WNW since ∼3Ma (Fig. 1.10).

Before discussing the geodynamic processes that formed the belt, it is convenient
to summarize the chronology of the orogenic events (Fig. 5.42), as recorded by the
stratigraphic, metamorphic and magmatic data reported above (sect. 5.2 to 5.6). At
each step, the suggested geodynamic interpretation will be shortly noted hereafter
in italics.

The earliest sedimentary events recording significant tectonic movements are ob-
served during the Late Cretaceous in the Alboran (AlKaPeCa) Internal Domain. In
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the Dorsale units, Senonian hemipelagic deposits (Couches rouges) overlie, through
an unconformity, the Tithonian-Berriasian limestones. Chaotic breccias interbed-
ded within the “scaglia”-type deposits (Hafa Ferkenich in the Rif Internal Dorsale,
Djurdjura in Algeria; Raoult, 1974) suggest an increasing tectonic activity.

By the end of this period, during the Paleocene-Eocene, the Ghomaride-Mala-
guide-Kabylides continental domain and its proximal margin (Internal Dorsale) first
emerged, before being converted into a shallow marine platform fringing emerged
lands. The interpretation of this major event is not straightforward, but it can
record the overriding of a subduction zone if the uplifted block belonged to the
active margin. At the northern (northwestern) boundary of the Maghrebian Flysch
basin (Mauretanian basin), sandy turbidites and coarse olistostromes first appeared,
whereas the southern part of the oceanic trough (Massylian basin) had pelagic sed-
imentation. This suggests that a subduction trench was formed by the Middle-Late
Eocene at the Dorsale-Maghrebian ocean transition (Fig. 5.23).

In contrast, the African paleomargin itself remained virtually quiescent through-
out Late Cretaceous to Eocene time. In the Prerif zone, Triassic evaporites and asso-
ciated rocks are resedimentated in the Upper Cretaceous marls. Such phenomenon
suggests the ascent of diapirs up to the Cretaceous seafloor. This was probably a
result of an extensional/transtensional regime, in agreement with the Paleocene al-
kaline basalts erupted in the eastern Prerif (Sidi Maatoug).

Contractional events first occurred during the Late Eocene-Oligocene, being
mostly concentrated in the Internal (Alboran) Domain. These are: (i) stacking of the
Ghomaride-Malaguide nappes, locally dated at about 28 Ma, and associated with
deep erosion and coarse conglomerate deposits; (ii) turbiditic and olistostrome-
rich sedimentation with internal alimentation in the Dorsale-Predorsalian-internal
Flysch Trough (Beni Ider-Algeciras Flyschs); (iii) metamorphism in the Sebtide-
Alpujarride units, the peak of which occurred at ∼30Ma, although some earlier
isotopic ages (48 Ma) have been obtained; and (iv) emplacement of andesitic basalt
dykes in the Malaguides (33–30 Ma). The latter two events are indicative of an on-
going subduction during the Oligocene. The Dorsale and Ghomaride-Malaguide
units were located in the arc domain above the subduction zone where the Sebtide-
Alpujarride units were buried.

During this Eocene-Oligocene period, coarse turbiditic influx increased in the
northern part of the Flysch Trough (Fig. 5.23), which was progressively consumed,
whereas its southern part was almost devoid of contemporary turbidites (Fig. 5.26).
Likewise, most of the External Rif remains undisturbed, but the Intrarif-Mesorif
boundary acted as a minor suture zone (from the Nekor-Beni Malek to the Oran
massifs at least). This view is supported by the occurrence of the Tifelouest duplexes
sealed by Oligocene-Miocene chaotic breccias and turbidites, and by the age of the
greenschist to MP-LT metamorphism of the Ketama–Temsamane massifs, dated at
ca. 28–23 Ma.

At the transition from Oligocene to Miocene (latest Oligocene-Early Burdi-
galian, 25–18 Ma), the upper plate, i.e. the Ghomaride-Malaguide-Kabylian range,
was eroded, faulted, and progressively submerged. Contemporaneously, the buried
Sebtide-Alpujarride units were exhumed under increasing geothermal gradients.
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Turbiditic sedimentation then invaded the entire, residual Flysch Trough and the
Intrarif domain. By the end of this period, during the Middle Miocene (16–11 Ma),
shortening encroached the Flysch Trough, Intrarif, and Subbetic domains.

Nevertheless, extension in the central part of the Alboran Domain continued dur-
ing the whole Miocene (Late Burdigalian-Early Tortonian, 18–9 Ma), resulting in
the continued subsidence and the development of the Alboran Sea in the west. This
protracted extension at the core of the Alboran Domain was accompanied by con-
spicuous calc-alkaline volcanism. It was also coeval with the outward displacement
of the turbiditic depocenters and thrust contacts into the Mesorif domain, and then
into the Prerif domain. Obviously, plate convergence is not the only process at work,
as shortening is combined with extension in the Alboran Domain. This is interpreted
through the retreat of the Maghrebian subduction zone with tearing and break-off of
the plunging slab (see below).

Finally, during the Late Tortonian-Pleistocene times (9 Ma to Present), the
Mediterranean Sea overlay large parts of the orogen, due to late orogenic collapse
of the tectonic prism. However, contractional processes mostly related to plate con-
vergence also operated at some places (e.g. Alboran Ridge, post-nappe synclines of
the Mesorif), being still active in the Rides prérifaines. Alkaline basalts emplaced
in the eastern Rif, in relation with the Morocco Hot Line (Sect. 5.6.3) superimposed
onto the Maghrebide-Betic structures.

5.7.2 Kinematic Data and Paleomagnetic Rotations

References: Kinematic data (transport direction and sense of shear) have been col-
lected throughout the Gibraltar Arc by many authors and for different time in-
tervals. They are presented synthetically in the following works (with references
therein): (i) for the Sebtide-Alpujarride units (late Oligocene-Miocene deforma-
tions), by Garcı́a-Dueñas et al., 1992, 1995), Michard et al. (1997), Chalouan et al.
(1995, 1997), Balanyá et al. (1997), Martı́nez-Martı́nez & Azañón (1997), Azañón
& Crespo-Blanc (2000), and Booth-Rea et al. (2004); (ii) for the Nevado-Filabride
Complex (Middle-Late Miocene deformation) by Martı́nez-Martı́nez et al. (2002)
and Augier et al. (2005a); (iii) for the External Zones of the entire orogenic arc
(Early-Late Miocene to Pleistocene deformation) by Frizon de Lamotte et al. (1991),
Crespo-Blanc & Campos (2001), Aı̈t Brahim et al. (2002), Platt et al. (2003a) – a
paper discussed by Michard et al. (2005), Zakir et al. (2004), Bargach et al. (2004),
and Crespo-Blanc & Frizon de Lamotte (2006). Concerning paleomagnetic investi-
gations, a number of references are given in the caption to Fig. 5.43. Other pertinent
works are those by Villalain et al. (1994), Platt et al. (2003a), Villasante-Marcos
et al. (2003), Osete et al. (2004), Krijgsman & Garcès (2004), and Cifelli et al.
(2008).

Kinematic indicators are widespread in the Sebtides (Fig. 5.35), and come from
the top of the Beni-Bousera peridotites and the Federico units (Upper Sebtides) in the
Beni Mezala area. They are associated with retrogressive mineral phases, and then
related to the exhumation processes. They show a remarkably constant top-to-NW
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Fig. 5.43 Paleomagnetic rotations (mean site values) in the Betic-Rif Belt, after Feinberg et al.
(1996) and Chalouan & Michard (2004), modified. The inferred approximate N–S strike of the
pre-Early Miocene orogen is shown schematically by the alignement of the three ultrabasic bodies
in the mid-Alboran area. This also restores the main ductile shear directions of the west Gibraltar
Arc, as reported by Michard et al. (1997), Balanyá et al. (1997), Martı́nez-Martı́nez et al. (2002),
into an broadly N-S trend. 1: Najid et al. (1981); 2: Elazzab & Feinberg (1994); 3: Saddiqi et al.
(1995); 4: Feinberg et al. (1996); 5–9: Platzmann (1992), Platzmann et al. (1993), Allerton et al.
(1994); 10: Platzmann et al. (2000), Calvo et al. (2001); 11, 12: Calvo et al. (1997); 13: Mattei
et al. (2006)

(Beni Bousera) and top-to-N (Beni Mezala) direction of shear. In the northern branch
of the Gibraltar Arc, i.e. in the western Alpujarrides, coeval kinematic indicators
point to top-to-N to top-to-NE shear. This strongly suggests that the corresponding
exhumation tectonics originally occurred with a top-to-N sense of shear, and that
the metamorphic units carrying the stretching lineations were bended during a fur-
ther stage. Assuming that the recorded exhumation phase occurred at ca. 23–20 Ma,
the curvature of the arc would have developed after the lowermost Miocene.

Paleomagnetic data permit to precise the latter conclusion (Fig. 5.43). Rotations
of the Late Jurassic and Late Cretaceous limestones are mostly anticlockwise in
the Rif Dorsale units, and clockwise in the Betic Dorsale and Penibetic (Internal
Sub-Betic) zones. Similar opposite rotations are observed both in the Beni Bousera
and Ronda peridotites, and within their leucogranite dykes. This observation en-
ables us to demonstrate that rotations occurred after the cooling of these rocks (ca.
20 Ma). The moderate anticlockwise rotation measured in the Beni Malek ultra-
mafics and overlying metasediments can be assigned to the sinistral deformation
along the Nekor fault zone. At first sight, opposite and low rotations inferred in
calc-alkaline volcanic rocks (cf. sites 1, 11, and 12; Fig. 5.43) suggest that rotation
within the arc was completed at ca. 13–7 Ma. However, paleomagnetic results from
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NW SE 

Fig. 5.44 An example of Miocene normal fault from the southern Alboran Sea shore: the Cape of
Tres Forcas NW-dipping fault, cutting across the Late Tortonian-Messinian basal conclomerates at
the north boundary of the Tarjat anticline (see Fig. 5.39 for location). The fault operated during
the Messinian subsidence of the Cape Tres-Forcas block, with alternating normal and sinistral
movements

Neogene sedimentary sequences from the Betic Chain show also that vertical axis
rotation continued after the Late Miocene (Mattei et al., 2006; Cifelli et al., 2008).
In summary, bending of the Gibraltar Arc occurred mostly during the Early-Middle
Miocene, i.e. during the climax of extension, but continued afterwards.

Transport direction along Miocene thrusts display a broadly radiating pattern
in the External Zones of the Arc (Fig. 5.5). They show a dominant westward
component, thus suggesting a westward migration of the Gibraltar Arc. Such sense
of displacement is clearly recorded in the N-Temsamane domain (Fig. 5.30) and re-
sults congruent with the one observed in the low-angle detachment that separates the
Alpujarride Complex from the underlying Nevado-Filabride Complex. There, top-
to- west shearing evolved from ductile to brittle conditions between ca. 12 and 8 Ma,
contemporaneously with subsidence in the nearby Serravallian-Tortonian basins of
the Betic Cordillera. The coeval, extensional directions associated with brittle nor-
mal faults all around the Alboran basin itself are roughly centripetal (Figs. 5.5, 5.44).
These observations are consistent with the formation of an orogenic arc, by simul-
taneous frontal thrusting and back, centripetal extension, in the context of a west-
directed slab retreating process.

5.7.3 Oligocene-Neogene: The Slab Retreat Process

References: The role of the slab retreat process in the opening of the Mediterranean
basins and dispersal of the AlKaPeCa units was advocated by Rehaut et al. (1984),
Frizon de Lamotte (1985), Malinverno & Ryan (1986), Royden (1993), Lonergan
& White (1997), Doglioni et al. (1998), Frizon de Lamotte et al. (1991, 2000), and
Jolivet & Faccenna (2000), among others. Recent papers describing the Gibraltar
E-dipping slab and associated accretionary prism, based on marine geophysics,
seismology and/or tomography are those by Torelli et al. (1997), Calvert et al.
(2000), Gutscher et al. (2002), Faccenna et al. (2004), and Spakman & Wortel
(2004). The occurrence of edge delamination is particularly advocated by Seber
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et al. (1996), Calvert et al. (2000), and Fadil et al. (2006). A detailed kinematic
reconstruction of the movements of the Mediterranean microblocks (except Albo-
ran) is proposed by Schettino & Turco (2006). Other seismological and geodetical
references are reported in Chap. 1, Sect. 1.4.

Recently acquired seismological data offer convincing evidence for active east-
dipping oceanic subduction below the western Aboran Sea. An east-dipping slab
of subducted lithosphere is clearly imaged by tomography in the Western Mediter-
ranean mantle (Fig. 5.45). Beneath the Betic-Rif-Alboran region, a positive (fast)
P-wave velocity anomaly (i.e. a cold, dense body respective to the warmer ambient
mantle), interpreted as a subducting slab, is found from the base of the crust across
the entire upper mantle, down to the 660 km discontinuity. The deeper part of the
anomaly extends beneath SE Spain, north of the Alboran basin. The upper part of the
slab connects with the Atlantic oceanic lithosphere west of the Strait of Gibraltar.
Evidence for current activity of this subducting slab is offered by seismicity dis-
tribution and seismic-reflection profiling (Fig. 5.46). Intermediate depth earthquake
hypocentres are concentrated in the Alboran Sea, where plate curvature increases
abruptly, probably due to P and T dependant dehydration reactions in the plunging
slab. The deepest part of the slab coincides with the locus of deep earthquakes be-
neath southern Spain. On the Atlantic side, multichannel seismic profiling has im-
aged the “olistostrome” of the Gulf of Cadiz as an eastward-thickening accretionary

200 km

563 km Depth km

after Spakman & Wortel, 2004

Fig. 5.45 Vp tomography of the Western Mediterranean area, after Spakman & Wortel (2004). Left:
horizontal sections at 200 km and 563 km depth. Right: E-W vertical section across the Alboran-
southern Algerian basin down to 1000 km depth, with location map. Dashed lines represent mantle
discontinuities at 410 and 660 km depth
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wedge (“Atlantis wedge”), overlying eastward dipping undeformed sediments and
basement. Although some authors suggest that subduction is not active at present
(e.g. Mauffret et al., 2007), the east-dipping reflectors deforming the seafloor indi-
cate active ramp thrusts, thus suggesting that subduction is still active.

The shape of the Betic-Alboran subducting slab at a depth of 200 km correlates
with the arcuate shape of the Gibraltar Arc and is also consistent with the spatial
distribution of calc-alkaline volcanism in the back-arc domain. These observations
offer a coherent timing for the kinematic evolution of the slab roll-back during
the Miocene (Fig. 5.47). The subduction trench progressively turned from E-W to
roughly N-S trend, through tearing and detachment along both the Iberia and the
Maghreb margins. Indeed, no north-dipping slab is observed by tomography along
the Algerian-Moroccan coast. The influx of asthenospheric mantle in the lithosphere
tear-zones resulted in calc-alkaline magmatism, which tracks the westward mantle
tearing (16–7 Ma in Algeria versus 12–6 Ma in Morocco and Alboran).

�

Fig. 5.46 (continued) The active subduction beneath Gibraltar. (A) Geographic map with shaded
relief and location of epicentres (1973–Present; M> 3) and some focal mechanisms, after Gutscher
et al. (2002). Red thrust teeth symbols indicate Gibraltar Arc; green thrust teeth symbols indicate
active “Atlantis” accretionary wedge. SISMAR seismic reflection profiles in orange; position of
bottom seismometers as small, lined up red triangles. Seismicity sampling box for B is also indi-
cated. – (B): Simplified lithospheric cross-section showing the distribution of earthquake hypocen-
ters (sampling box in A), and the geometry of the upper plate (Gibraltar block), lower plate and
accretionary prism, after Thiébot & Gutscher (2006). – (C): Detailed cross-section of the accre-
tionary prism along the SISMAR MCS Profile 16 (for location, see A and B), after M.-A. Gutscher
(pers. comm., 2007)

Roll-back
 after

detachment

Late Miocene
slab detachment

Stalling of roll-back
enecoiM ylraE

gniraet erehpsohtil

Lithosphere tearing Middle Miocene
slab detachment

10 Ma

23 Ma

after Spakman & Wortel, 2004

Fig. 5.47 Cartoon of the Miocene slab roll-back and lateral detachment and tearing of the
Maghrebian-Ligurian oceanic slab in the Alboran area, after Spakman & Wortel (2004). The grey
pattern shows the present-day position of the slab at 200 km depth (see Fig. 5.45). Relative position
of Africa with respect to fixed Iberia is shown at 23 Ma, 10 Ma and Present
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In this generally accepted scenario, the Alboran Basin spread in a back-arc po-
sition, similar to the Provençal and Valencia Basin (Fig. 5.48D, E). Mauffret et al.
(2007) proposed that the western part of the Alboran Basin could have developed
in a fore-arc position, but this is just open to discussion. It must be emphasized that
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Fig. 5.48 Alternative scenarios for the Mesozoic setting of AlKaPeCa continental blocks and the
successive positions of the subduction zone(s), after Michard et al. (2006), modified. Left: single
subduction hypothesis; AlKaPeCa blocks were parts of SE Iberia during Early Cretaceous (A);
during Tertiary convergence (C), the SE dipping Alpine subduction coexists with a NW-dipping
Ligurian-Maghrebian subduction south of Corsica. – Right: two-subductions hypothesis; during the
Mesozoic (B), AlKaPeCa formed a microcontinent separated from Iberia by a Betic oceanic arm;
during the Eocene (D), a hypothetic SW extension of the Alpine subduction closes the Betic Ocean,
being followed by the Ligurian-Maghrebian subduction at ca. 30 Ma. The Oligocene-Miocene evo-
lution by back-arc extension and slab roll-back (E) is identical in both scenarios
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the slab subduction does not result from E-W plate convergence but from passive
sinking of unstable lithosphere into the mantle, within the narrow oceanic corridor
between Iberia and Africa. At the scale of the Western Mediterranean, the sub-
ducted Ligurian lithosphere is now found at the base of the upper mantle, and as
narrow, steeply dipping slabs in the Gibraltar Arc and its mirror image, i.e. the
Calabrian Arc.

Slab roll-back was able to transport the fragments of the Betic-Rif Internal Zones
(which were probably concentrated along the Balearic margin by the Eocene-Early
Oligocene; see below) towards their present-day position with a predicted, dominant
ENE-WSW trending extension. Slab roll-back also accounts for the rotations of
the Alpujarride-Sebtide structures and paleomagnetic components during the Early
Miocene, as described above (Fig. 5.43).

5.7.4 Late Cretaceous-Eocene: The Debatable Issues of the Early
Subduction-Collision Tectonics

References: Tectonic scenarios for this period are still warmly debated. Corre-
lations with the Alps in terms of plate tectonics have been repeatedly addressed
since the late 70s: see reviews and references in Bouillin (1984) and Michard et al.
(2002). Certain authors emphasized the role played by collisional processes and late-
orogenic extension in the origin and evolution of the Betic-Rif orogen (e.g. Platt &
Vissers, 1989; Turner et al., 1999; Houseman & Molnar, 2001). The occurrence of
subduction is now widely accepted, although two competing models are proposed:
(i) a single, NW-dipping subduction (e.g. Jolivet & Faccenna, 2000; Stampfli &
Marchant, 1997; Stampfli et al., 2002; Lacombe & Jolivet, 2005; Jolivet et al., 2006),
and (ii) two opposite subductions operating successively (e.g. Andrieux et al., 1989;
Doglioni et al., 1999; Frizon de Lamotte et al., 2000; López Casado et al., 2001,
Michard et al., 2002; Chalouan & Michard, 2004; Guerrera et al., 2005; Pecerillo &
Martinotti, 2006). A discussion of these alternative models is proposed in Michard
et al. (2006), and summarized hereafter.

5.7.4.1 Plate Tectonic Setting

During the latest Cretaceous-Paleogene times, NW-Africa moves northward rel-
ative to Eurasia by 200–250 km in the Morocco-Iberia transect (cf. Sect. 1.1,
Fig. 1.10). Taking into account the shortening between Iberia and stable Europe
(ca. 100 km across the Pyrenean belt), 100–150 km must have been consumed
south of Iberia. As shortening across the Atlas is negligible up to the Neogene
(Chap. 4), most of this shortening must have been accommodated by subduction
of the Ligurian-Maghrebian oceanic lithosphere. During the Early Cretaceous, the
Ligurian-Maghrebian (or, shortly, Ligurian) ocean was a triangular area connecting
Central Atlantic, Alpine and Ionian oceans (Chap. 1, Fig. 1.9). When the Alpine
ocean closed during the Eocene by subduction of the European plate below Adria,
subduction affected most likely the Ligurian lithosphere, and thus may have dragged
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down some parts of the nearby continental blocks, thus generating HP-LT metamor-
phism in some of the AlKaPeCa units.

However, the location and number of subduction zones in the Ligurian area dur-
ing the Late Cretaceous-Paleogene are questionable, as well as the location of the
AlKaPeCa units (and particularly the Alboran Domain) at the onset of convergence.
Several authors proposed that AlKaPeCa was part of the southeastern Iberian mar-
gin, close to Sardinia and the Balearic Islands (Fig. 5.48A). In contrast, others
(included the authors of the present chapter) suggested that AlKaPeCa formed a
microcontinent within the Ligurian oceanic area (Fig. 5.48B). In the latter hypoth-
esis, a southwestward projection of the SE-dipping Alpine subduction could have
been responsible for the consumption of the oceanic lithosphere between AlKa-
PeCa and Iberia (Fig. 5.48D). Metabasites and meta-serpentinites located toward
the top of the Nevado-Filabride Complex can be taken as evidence for this inter-
pretation. In consequence the Nevado-Filabrides could correspond to the distal part
of the Iberian margin (as suggested recently by Platt et al., 2006). In contrast, in
the “single-subduction hypothesis”, the Ligurian subduction zone could have been
located at the southeastern boundary of the AlKaPeCa units as early as the Late
Cretaceous. As shown in Fig. 5.48C, this implies a flip-like reversal of the Alpine
subduction from a SE dip along the Corsica-Northern Apennine transect to a NW
dip along the AlKaPeCa-Southern Apennine/Maghreb transects. In both hypothe-
ses, the future Alpine terranes of the western Mediterranean were located next to
the Iberian margin, immediately before the slab retreat process responsible for their
migration and opening of the Mediterranean Sea (Fig. 5.49).

5.7.4.2 The Nevado-Filabrides Issue

References: A new scenario was proposed by Platt et al. (2006) based on the young
dating (ca. 18–14 Ma) of the Nevado-Filabride high-pressure (HP) metamorphism
(under eclogite facies conditions). However, and due to the nature of this metamor-
phism, other scientists inferred older ages, ranging from Middle Eocene to Early
Miocene, as for example Monié et al. (1991), López Sánchez-Vizcaı́no et al. (2001),
Puga et al. (1999, 2002a, 2002b), De Jong (2003), and Augier et al. (2005b).

None of the above tectonic scenarios attain a consensus, partly due to the lack of
unequivocal information on the Nevado-Filabride Complex, its stratigraphy, the age
of the high pressure (HP) metamorphism, the initial relationships with respect to the
Alpujarride-Malaguide complexes in the Betic Cordillera, and its former position
in the western Mediterranean. Did the Nevado-Filabride separate from the Iberian
margin (e.g. Fig. 5.48B) or from the African one (Bouillin, 1984)? Or did it form
an independent terrane located either north or south of the Alpujarride-Malaguide
complex? Moreover, it was assumed that the Nevado-Filabride HP metamorphism
(with eclogite facies rocks) was older or simultaneous with the Alpujarride one, but
most recent datings at ca. 18–14 Ma (U-Pb in zircon, López Sánchez-Vizcaı́no et al.,
2001; Lu-Hf in garnet, Platt et al., 2006) now conflict with others radiometric ages
at ca. 40–30 Ma (in situ laser 40Ar/39Ar on phengite, Augier et al., 2005b). This, of
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course, results in very distinct reconstructions of the pre-Oligocene evolution of the
Alboran Domain.

In particular, Platt et al. (2006) suggest that two phases of continental sub-
duction operated successively; with (i) a Paleogene, north-dipping Alpujarride
subduction beneath the Malaguides, then (ii) an Early Miocene, south-dipping
Nevado-Filabride subduction underneath the Malaguide-Alpujarride stack. Assum-
ing this interpretation, Early Miocene subduction of the Nevado-Filabrides is coeval
with the pervasive extension of the upper terranes of the Alboran Domain (Alpu-
jarrides and Malaguides) and with the slab retreating described above. This sce-
nario corresponds to the Burdigalian-Langhian interval, very close to the onset of
continental to shallow-marine sedimentation observed in some of the sedimentary
basins placed close to the Nevado-Filabrides. Therefore, it probably indicates that
subduction was followed immediately by ultra-rapid exhumation of this terrane and
concomitant subsidence during the Middle Miocene. However, one cannot rule out
confidently that some of these ages could have been rejuvenated during the isother-
mal exhumation episode.

5.7.4.3 Internal Paleogeography of the Alboran Domain

The respective location of the Sebtide-Alpujarride, Ghomaride-Malaguide and
Dorsale units in the initial paleogeography are seldom addressed in the tectonic
scenarios for Betic-Rif mountain building. However, this paleogeographic problem
is quite important because its solution puts strong constraints on the interpreta-
tion of the Sebtide-Alpujarride metamorphism. The Dorsale domain was certainly
located at the south border of the continental domain as it represents its passive
margin north of the Maghrebian Flyschs oceanic arm. If we assume with Durand-
Delga (1980, 2006) that the Sebtide-Alpujarride domain was located north of the
Ghomaride-Malaguide and formed an uplifted, deeply eroded part of the continen-
tal domain, then a south-dipping subduction must be hypothetized to explain the
present-day structure (Fig. 5.50A, B), and the Sebtide-Alpujarride metamorphism
could then be nearly coeval with that of the Nevado-Filabrides. In contrast, we
may assume with Wildi et al. (1977) that the Sebtide-Alpujarride units represent
the former Paleozoic-Middle Triassic basement of the Dorsale units, as the latter
are detached on the Carnian evaporites. In that case, the Sebtide-Alpujarride units
were located south of the Ghomaride-Malaguide domain (Fig. 5.50C), and the corre-
sponding subduction would dip northward, being distinct from the Nevado-Filabride
(Fig. 5.50D). The present-day structural setting (Fig. 5.50E) seems more easily ob-
tained (after the slab roll-back evolution) in the frame of the latter hypothesis than
of the former. Discussing more deeply the above scenarios, either in map view or
in cross-section, would clearly be beyond the scope of this chapter. They must be
regarded as working hypotheses, not as the only possible answers to the Rif-Betic
conundrum.
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Fig. 5.50 Alternative hypotheses for the Betic-Rif mountain building in cross-section, after
Chalouan & Michard (2004). (A, B): In this scenario (Chalouan et al., 2001), the Sebtide-
Alpujarride domain (future lower plate) is initially located north of the Ghomaride-Malaguide
domain (future upper plate), and then enters in a south-dipping subduction zone. – (C, D): In this
scenario, the Sebtide-Alpujarride complex forms the basement of the Dorsale units which detach
on the Carnian evaporites and form the accretionary prism together with the Flysch units during
the north-dipping Oligocene-Miocene subduction

5.7.4.4 The Peridotite Emplacement

References: Literature concerning the Gibraltar Arc peridotites abounds. The most
significant and essentially recent references are given directly in the following text.

The Gibraltar Arc peridotites are among the largest infracontinental mantle rock
outcrops worldwide. Their emplacement mechanisms have been certainly more de-
bated than if they were part of an ophiolite. Ophiolititic peridotites would have been
regarded as dismembred thrust unit obducted during the early collisional stages of
the Betic-Rif orogeny, comparable to the Alps and Apennine ophiolites. This man-
ner of thinking was first adopted by Kornprobst (1974), and by Reuber et al. (1982)
who interpreted the Beni Bousera peridotites as “cold” slivers of Jurassic infracon-
tinental mantle included in the Cenozoic nappe stack. However, this “cold” tectonic
interpretation was challenged as early as the eve of the 70s by a “hot” diapiric inter-
pretation suggesting that the Ronda peridotites originate from a Neogene astheno-
spheric mantle diapir (Loomis, 1972; Obata, 1980). This “hot” emplacement theory
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was based, at that time, on poor geochronologic, petrologic and structural data, but
still inspires a trend of thinking today.

The diapiric emplacement theory essentially rests on the late Oligocene-Early
Miocene multimethod isotopic ages obtained from the ultrabasites and (mostly)
from their country rocks, whose recrystallization would be allegedly caused by the
peridotite emplacement. Moreover, the theory takes advantage of the occurrence of
coeval mantle uplift recorded in the Alboran Basin area. In recent years, evidence
was derived from the occurrence of a high temperature, low-pressure plagioclase
peridotites associated with a recrystallization front toward the bottom of the Betic
peridotite massifs (Van der Wal & Vissers, 1993; Lenoir et al., 2001; Tubı́a et al.,
2004). According to Tubı́a et al. (2004), the Ronda peridotites would have a dual
origin, including a cold sub-continental lithosphere (garnet and spinel domains),
uplifted during the Mesozoic (cf. Reuber et al., 1982), and a hot (virtually intrusive)
Miocene asthenosperic diapir.

However, Vissers et al. (1995) recognized that “there is no immediate causal rela-
tionship between the emplacement of the peridotites and the thermal metamorphic
event [in the crustal rocks]: both rock bodies were affected by a thermal pulse at
different levels”. On the other hand, the diapiric emplacement theory has to con-
sider the fact that the peridotites are included as relatively thin thrust sheets (less
than 3 km thick) within the Alpujarrides crystalline nappe stack (Lundeen, 1978).
Montel et al. (2000) suggested that a compressional event would have brought the
diapir head on top of the adjoining continental crust immediately after the alleged
diapir ascent (dated at 20–30 Ma). Platt et al. (2003b) and Tubı́a et al. (2004) rec-
ognized that the 25–20 Ma interval corresponds to a well documented regime of
extensional tectonics in the Alboran domain, and then proposed that interleaving
of the peridotite sliver within the crustal nappe stack would result from a complex
sequence of extensional detachements. However, others authors emphasized that
extensional tectonics alone cannot account for the early tectonic evolution of the
Alpujarride-Sebtide nappe stack, particularly the occurrence of HP-LT recrystalliza-
tion below and above the peridotites (Michard et al., 1991, 1997; Torné et al., 1992;
Sánchez-Gómez et al., 2002; Chalouan & Michard, 2004). The emplacement model
proposed by Sánchez-Gómez et al. (2002) includes the following steps during the
Betic-Rif orogeny (i.e. after the Paleozoic-Mesozoic evolution of the Tethyan mar-
gin lithosphere): (i) pre-Miocene subduction-collision and HP-LT metamorphism;
(ii) early exhumation of the Alpujarride crust, which produced its thinning and the
rise of the peridotites up to c. 18 km depth; (iii) contractive emplacement of a peri-
dotite slab onto the crust, recorded in the footwall of the thrust by a HT melange,
overturned folds with HT crenulation cleavage, and a complete inversion of the
Ojen-Blanca footwall unit in the HT-LP conditions of the plagioclase peridotites;
and (iv) Miocene collapse of the Alboran Basin, with dismembering of the former
peridotite slab, granite generation at 22–18 Ma, and plastic flow of serpentinites be-
tween the peridotite bodies. This scenario is compatible with the tectonic scheme
of Fig. 5.50. Moreover, a close parallelism with the emplacement history of the
Lower Penninic infracontinental peridotites of Western Alps can be remarked (e.g.
Geisspfad Complex; Pastorelli et al., 1995; Bianchi et al., 1998).
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5.8 Neotectonics, Seismicity and Present-Day Stress Field

References: The references concerning the Gibraltar Arc active tectonics are in-
dicated within the following text. They are implemented by those associated with
Chap. 1, Sect. 1.4.

The active deformation of the Gibraltar Arc has been evidenced years ago, based
on the differential uplift of the Quaternary terraces (Cadet et al., 1977; Brückner &
Radtke, 1986; Hillaire-Marcel et al., 1986; Zazo et al., 1999). Such very recent de-
formations and the present-day stress field itself result mainly of the ongoing Africa-
Eurasia plate convergence (see Chap. 1, Sect. 1.4), with little (if any) contribution of
the subduction process described above (Sect. 5.7.4). The stress field evolution from
the late Miocene-Pliocene to the present-day, and the associated active fault struc-
ture have been discussed repeatedly in the Maghrebian region (e.g. Morel, 1989;
Morel & Meghraoui, 1996; Aı̈t Brahim et al., 2002; Bargach et al., 2004; Meghraoui
et al., 2004).

Detailed structural observations demonstrate that very recent deformation oc-
curred at the front of the Rif Belt. Recent shortening is clearly visible in the Rides
Prérifaines (Fig. 5.31), where Plio-Quaternary conglomerates are locally vertical-
ized (e.g. J. Tratt next to Fes city) and display pressure solution imprints record-
ing the entire progression of the folding process (Bargach et al., 2004; Chalouan
et al., 2006a). Further to the west, in the northern Gharb Basin near the Moulay
Bouselham lagoon (Figs. 5.7, 5.46), high-rate (up to 14 mm/yr) uplift has affected
the lagunal deposits since 2400 BP (Benmohammadi et al., 2007). This local de-
formation is likely related to argilokinetic deformation of the Prerif front, also evi-
denced offshore by mud volcanoes. Around the Strait of Gibraltar region in southern
Iberia, uplift rates have been calculated for the Late Interglacial period, using ma-
rine terraces by Zazo et al. (1999). The deformation rates deduced from these studies
must be regarded with caution, due to possible chronological bias (see Plaziat et al.,
Chap. 8, this vol.). Nevertheless, these authors showed that to the west of the Strait
of Gibraltar, the terraces suffered differential uplift, whereas to the east (along the
northern margin of the Alboran Sea) they were affected by subsidence. Coastal up-
lift would result from the Africa-Iberia convergence accommodated by conjugate
NE-SW sinistral and NW-SE dextral strike-slip faults. These active faults connect
in depth with scattered seismic swarms and merge into a shallow (12–9 km depth)
brittle-ductile transition (Fernández-Ibáñez & Soto, 2008).

Available GPS measurements yielded further evidence for active deformation re-
lated to the ongoing plate convergence in the Alboran region (cf. Chap. 1, Fig. 1.17).
Recent geodetical observations in permanent stations (Reilly et al., 1992; Fernandes
et al., 2003, 2004; Fadil et al., 2006; Stich et al., 2006; Serpelloni et al., 2007) depict
a broad view of the present-day velocity field of the region. Although its precise re-
construction deserves further studies, preliminary data suggest a W-to-SW motion
of the front of the Gibraltar Arc in the Rif region. Most of the stations surrounding
the Alboran Sea region show a distinctive motion with respect to the overall pattern
of Africa-Eurasia convergence inferred from global geodetic models. These motions
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reflect independent motions of crustal blocks, bounded by active faults, which sug-
gest active delamination processes (see also Chalouan et al., 2006a).

However, the dense seismic activity of the Alboran area (cf. Fig. 1.16) yields
probably the most robust evidence for the ongoing deformation of the Gibraltar
Arc (e.g., Grimison & Chen, 1986; Udı́as & Buforn, 1991; Rebai et al., 1992;
Buforn et al., 2004; Stich et al., 2006; Serpelloni et al., 2007). Fernández-Ibáñez
et al. (2007) have recently compiled four types of stress indicators (wellbore
breakouts, earthquake focal plane mechanisms, young geologic fault slip data, and
hydraulic fracture orientations) to reconstruct the present-day stress field of the
Gibraltar Arc. They indicate a regional NW-SE compressive stress field result-
ing from Africa-Eurasia plate convergence (Fig. 5.51A). In some particular re-

Fig. 5.51 The Present-day stress field of the Gibraltar Arc, after Fernández-Ibáñez et al. (2007).
(A): Gradients of crustal thickness variation in the Gibraltar Arc and synthetic stress regime map.
Moho contour lines (in km) are taken from Torné et al. (2000). AB, Algerian Basin; AR, Alboran
Ridge; EAB, East Alboran Basin; SAB, South Alboran Basin; WAB, West Alboran Basin. Major
sedimentary depocenters (in green). NF: normal faulting; NS: predominantly normal faulting with
strike-slip component; SS: strike-slip faulting; TS: predominantly thrust faulting with strike-slip
component; TF: thrust faulting; U: unknown stress regime. – (B): Tectonic sketch of the Gibral-
tar Arc showing the active fault structure, the associated stress rotations, and suggested mode of
deformation partitioning within the Africa-Eurasia plate boundary. SHmax orientation and stress
rotation with respect to the regional stress field are taken from Fig. 5.51A (blue circles, clock-
wise rotation; red circles, anticlockwise rotation; white, no rotation). Large arrows correspond to
the Africa-Eurasia relative motion according to NUVEL-1A (DeMets et al., 1994). AD, Alboran
Domain; ALF, Alpujarras fault zone; AF, Alhoceima fault zone; AMF, Alhama de Murcia fault;
ARF, Alboran Ridge fault; CF, Carboneras fault; JF, El-Jebha fault; MF, Maro-Nerja fault zone;
NF, Nekor fault; PF, Palomares fault; YF, Yusuf fault
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Fig. 5.51 (continued)

gions, deviations of SHmax are observed with respect to the regional stress field.
They are gentle-to-moderate (22–36◦) anticlockwise rotations located along the
North Alboran margin and moderate-to-significant (36–78◦) clockwise rotations
around the Trans-Alboran Shear Zone (TASZ) (Fig. 5.51B). This is a broad fault
zone, with a probable weak strength, and composed of different left-lateral strike-
slip fault segments running from the eastern Betics to the Alhoceima region in
the Rif and resulting in a major bathymetric high in the Alboran Sea (the Alb-
oran Ridge fault zone). Some of these stress rotations appear to be controlled
by steep gradients of crustal thickness variation across the North Alboran mar-
gin (Fig. 5.51A) and/or differential loading imposed by thick sedimentary accu-
mulations in basin depocenters parallel to the shoreline. Other stress perturbations
may be related to active left-lateral, strike-slip deformation within the TASZ that
crosscuts the entire orogenic arc on a NE–SW trend and represents a key element
to understand present-day deformation partitioning in the Western Mediterranean
(Fig. 5.51B).
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Alpes, Bull. Soc. Géol. Fr. (8) 2 (1986) 547–558.

Bouillin J.P., Bellomo D., Les filons sédimentaires jurassiques de Longobuco-Caloveto (Calabre,
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septentrional, Maroc): Témoins d’une marge continentale subsidente au cours du Jurassique-
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Didon J., Feinberg H., Données nouvelles sur l’âge et la signification géodynamique du Miocène
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géodynamique des Cordillères bétiques (Espagne) et de la Méditerranée d’Alboran, C. R. Acad.
Sci. Paris 317 (1993) 679–687.

Durand-Delga M., Gardin S., Olivier Ph., Datation des Flyschs éocrétacés maurétaniens des
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zones externes dans la chaı̂ne rifaine, Bull. Inst. Sci. Rabat 12 (1988) 9–18.

El Hatimi N., Duée G., Hervouet Y., La Dorsale calcaire du Haouz: ancienne marge continentale
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septentrional, Maroc): implications paléogéographiques, Bull. Inst. Sc. Rabat, 25 (2003) 73–91.

El Kadiri K.h., Serrano F., Hlila R., Liemlahi H., Chalouan A., López-Garrido A.C.,
Guerra-Merchán A., Sanz-de-Galdeano C., Kerzazi K., El Mrihi A., Lithostratigraphy and
sedimentology of the latest Cretaceous-early Burdigalian Tamezzakht Succession (Northern
Rif, Morocco): consequences for its sequence stratigraphic interpretation, Facies 50 (2005)
477–503.

El Kadiri Kh., El Kadiri K., Chalouan A., Bahmad A., Salhi F., Liemlahi H., Hlila H.,
Transgressive-Regressive Facies cycles in late Cretaceous calciturbidites from the Mauretanian
Series (Beni Ider thrust sheet, Northwestern external Rif, Morocco): application of the “Facies
Tract/Facies Sequence” concepts, in Moratti G., Chalouan A. (Eds.), Tectonics of the Western
Mediterranean and North Africa, Geol. Soc. London, Spec. Publ. 262 (2006) 177–192.
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Fernández-Ibáñez F., Soto J.I., Zoback M.D., Morales J., Present-day stress field in
the Gibraltar Arc (western Mediterranean), J. Geophys. Res. 112 (2007) B08404,
doi:10.1029/2006JB004683.
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importance des fluides. Thèse Doct. Etat, Univ. P. et M. Curie, Paris, 85-03, 1985, 436p.

Frizon de Lamotte D., Un exemple de collage synmétamorphe: la déformation miocène des Tem-
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Guardia P., Géodynamique de la marge alpine du continent africain d’après l’étude de l’Oranie
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Soc. Géol. Fr. 53–121 (1974), 163p.

Raumer J.F. von, Stampfli G.M., Bussy F., Gondwana derived microcontinents – the constituents
of the Variscan and Alpine collisional orogens, Tectonophysics 365 (2003) 7–22.

Rebai S., Phillip H., Taboada A., Modern tectonic stress field in the Mediterranean Region-
Evidence for variation in stress directions at different scales, Geophys. J. Intern. 110 (1992)
106–140.

Rehaut J.P., Boillot G., Mauffret A., The western Mediterranean Basin geological evolution, Ma-
rine Geol. 55 (1984) 447–477.

Reilly W.I., Frederich G., Hein G.W., Landau H., Almazán J.L., Caturla J.L., Geodetic deter-
mination of crustal deformation across the Strait of Gibraltar, Geophys. J. Intern 111 (1992)
391–398.

Reuber I., Michard A., Chalouan A., Juteau T., Jermoumi B., Structure end emplacement of the
alpine-type peridotite from Beni Bousera, Rif, Morocco: a polyphase tectonic interpretation,
Tectonophysics 82 (1982) 231–251.

Rimi A., Chalouan A., Bahi L., Heat flow in the westernmost part of the Alpine Mediterranean
system (the Rif, Morocco), Tectonophysics 285 (1998) 135–146.

Roca E., Sans M., Koyi H.A., Polyphase deformation of diapiric areas in models and in the eastern
Prebetics (Spain), AAPG Bull. 90 (2006) 115–136.

Royden L.H., Evolution of retreating subduction boundaries formed during continental collision,
Tectonics 12 (1993) 629–638.

Saddiqi O., Exhumation des roches profondes, péridotites et roches métamorphiques HP-BT dans
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Wildi W., Nold M., Uttinger J., La Dorsale Calcaire entre Tetouan et Assifane (Rif interne, Maroc),
Eclogae Geol. Helv. 70 (1977) 371–415.

Zaghloul M.N., Les unités Federico septentrionales (Rif interne, Maroc): inventaire des
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Coastal uplift in continental collision plate boudaries: data from the Last Interglacial marine
terraces of the Gibraltar Strait area (south Spain), Tectonophysics 301 (1999) 95–109.

Zeck H.P., Kristensen A.B., Nakamura E., Inherited Paleozoic and Mesozoic Rb-Sr isotopic sig-
natures in Neogene calc-alkaline volcanics, Alboran volcanic province, SE Spain, J. Petrol. 40
(1999) 511–524.

Zeck H.P., Whitehouse M.J., Hercynian, Pan-African, Proterozoic and Archean ion-microprobe
zircon ages from a Betic core complex, Alpine belt, W Mediterranean – consequences for its
P-T-t path, Contrib. Mineral. Petrol. 134 (1999) 134–149.

Zizi M., Triassic-Jurassic extension and Alpine inversion in Northern Morocco, inZiegler P.,
Horvath F. (Eds.), Peri-Tethys Memoir 2: structure and prospects of Alpine basins and fore-
lands, Mém. Mus. Nation. Hist. Natur. Paris 170 (1996) 87–101.



302 A. Chalouan et al.

Zizi M., Triassic-Jurassic extensional systems and their Neogene reactivation in northern Morocco
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