
Chapter 15
Magnetic Antivortices

Matthias Pues and Guido Meier

Abstract We investigate the dynamics of magnetic antivortices by time-resolved
magnetic X-ray microscopy and high-frequency absorption spectroscopy. A method
for the reliable generation of isolated magnetic antivortices is devised using specif-
ically formed microstructures and two-dimensional sequences of magnetic fields.
For antivortices the measured resonance frequency is lower than for comparable vor-
tices. The deflection of antivortices by external fields reveals strong deviations from
a harmonic potential as well as rather low annihilation fields. Spectroscopy yields a
characteristic absorption signal for antivortices for strong excitation that indicates a
continuous switching of the antivortex core.

15.1 Introduction

Magnetic domains are regions with a homogeneous magnetisation. In soft magnetic
materials like permalloy (Ni80Fe20) themagnetization in such domains lies in the film
plane. A magnetisation pointing out of the plane would give rise to a large stray field
and is prohibited by shape anisotropy. The coercive field of an extended film lies in
the range of only a few mT. The in-plane magnetisation can be guided by the lateral
confinement, as the shape anisotropy also tries to minimise the stray field on the
sides, see Fig. 15.1. The energetically favoured state is a flux-closed magnetisation
pattern, see Fig. 15.1c, d. The regions between the domains, the domain walls, can
be separated into two main types: Bloch walls and Néel walls. In thin films, the
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(a) (b) (c) (d)

Fig. 15.1 Magnetic domains in in-plane magnetised thin film elements: a homogeneous magneti-
sation. b Two domains separated by a 180◦ domain wall. The stray field is reduced. c Triangular
end domains close the inner flux. The so-called Landau pattern appears. d In equilateral polygons,
like a square, the inner 180◦ domain wall becomes point-like
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antivortex
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Fig. 15.2 Edge of a large permalloy rectangle observed by Kerr microscopy. The domains align
along the edges of the microstructure. The chain of vortices and antivortices forming a cross-tie
wall in the middle is partially marked. b Schematic of the magnetisation pattern of a 180◦ cross-tie
wall

Bloch wall is characterised by a rotation of the magnetisation out of the plane of the
substrate, whereas the rotation lies in the plane for Néel walls. For the investigated
film thicknesses of up to 60nm, Néel walls are the dominant type, but domain walls
with a more complex inner structure also occur [1]. Figure15.2a shows a larger
permalloy rectangle, with an in-plane magnetisation, and a preferred orientation of
the domains along the boundaries of the structure, as expected for this material.
Some domain walls show no visible internal structure at this resolution, but the
marked inner wall is a so-called cross-tie wall, a complex magnetisation pattern
shown in Fig. 15.2b. This type of domain wall is a chain of special magnetisation
points, where the opposing magnetic moments point antiparallel to each other. These
magnetic quasi singularities are addressed as vortex and antivortex and are of special
interest.
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Fig. 15.3 Schematic magnetisation pattern of a a vortex with c = +1, and an antivortex with b
c = +1 and c c = 0. The magnetic flux is not closed for the antivortex, indicated by the magnetic
charges representing magnetic poles

15.2 Magnetic Singularities – Antivortices

The crossing points of the complex magnetisation pattern found in cross-tie walls are
characterised by a specific winding of the magnetisation around the centre of those
singularities [2]:

φ(β) = nβ + φ0 and φ0 = cπ

2
, (15.1)

where φ is the angle of the local magnetisation vector with respect to the x-axis, β is
the angle of the position vector r to the respective local magnetisation, see Fig. 15.3.
The curling of the magnetisation is defined by the so-called winding number n, the
orientation of the pattern by the offset angle φ0. For n = +1, the magnetisation curls
around the centre in a closed loop, see Fig. 15.3a, thus for φ = cπ/2 only two values
are possible. The defining value c = ±1 is called circularity, as it determines the
rotation direction of the magnetisation. For antivortices, with n = −1, the magneti-
sation curls in the opposite sense around the centre, see Fig. 15.3b. This pattern is
not chiral, thus c can have any value in the interval c ∈ [−2, 2[ and is simply called
the c-value or the orientation of the antivortex.

The antiparallel alignment of opposite moments in the centre of these magnetisa-
tion patterns is energetically unfavourable due to high exchange energy contributions
for the large angles between neighbouring moments. This is overcome by a rotation
out of the film plane of the centre magnetisation, see Fig. 15.4. The 180◦ angle is
reduced to 90◦. The orientation of the vortex or antivortex core up or down with
respect to the z-axis is described by the polarisation p:

p = sgnMz(r = 0) = ±1. (15.2)

When considering the influence of external fields on both magnetic singularities,
the quasi-static case and the dynamic case need to be discussed separately. In the
quasi-static case, the change of the external field is slow compared to the intrinsic time
scales of magnetization dynamics. Here, the domain pattern is shifted into the new
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Fig. 15.4 Magnetisation
pattern of the antivortex core.
The inner region points out
of the plane. A polarisation
of p = 1 and orientation of
c = 1 is shown
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energetically favoured state according to the change in Zeeman energy induced by the
external field. In a qualitative approach to estimate the new pattern, the domain with
a magnetisation parallel to the applied field grows, while the one with an antiparallel
magnetisation shrinks. For the dynamic case the Landau–Lifshitz–Gilbert equation
(LLG) for the micromagnetic model can be used [3, 4]

dM
dt

= −γM × Heff + α

Ms
M × dM

dt
, (15.3)

where the effective field is the sum of the exchange field, the Zeeman field and the
demagnetisation field

Heff = Hex + HZeeman + Hdemag. (15.4)

The gyromagnetic ratio in micromagnetism is defined as γ = μ0ge/2me. MS is the
saturation magnetisation and α a phenomenological damping term introduced by
Gilbert [3]. The first term of this differential equation describes the Larmor preces-
sion of the magnetic moment M around the effective field Heff . For the complex
magnetisation pattern of a vortex or an antivortex the displacement of the equilibrium
position by an external field yields a spiral-like motion [5]. This can be illustrated
for the starting point of the core of the singularity, as the effective field is parallel to
the applied field for this particular moment, see Fig. 15.5. For a vortex, the infinites-
imal right hand rotation caused by the Larmor precession results in an effective core
motion antiparallel to the effective field, see Fig. 15.5c. The antivortex however has
a more complex structure, see Fig. 15.5b, d. Depending on the orientation, the sit-
uation is similar to the vortex as for the magnetisation of an intersection line along
c = ±1. The magnetisation rotates to an axis parallel to the intersection, a so-called
Bloch-line [6]. For an intersection at c = 0, the magnetisation rotates around an axis
perpendicular to the intersection line, the Larmor precession yields a perpendicular
displacement of the magnetisation pattern, i.e. the antivortex core, see Fig. 15.5d, f.
A detailed analytical description of the vortex and antivortex dynamics can be found
in [7].
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Fig. 15.5 Magnetisation pattern of a a vortex and b an antivortex with a polarisation p = +1.
The magnetisation along certain intersection lines corresponds to c a Bloch-line for c = ±1 and d a
Néel-line for c = 0. The Larmor precession induced by a magnetic field results in different effective
core displacement directions. Gyrational motion of e a vortex core and f an antivortex core to the
new equilibrium position caused by an external field

15.3 Antivortex Generation

The process of antivortex generation is understood by means of micromagnetic sim-
ulations and is experimentally demonstrated by X-ray transmission microscopy and
magnetic force microscopy. The probability of antivortex nucleation is optimised by
the variation of the structure geometry and the nucleation field strength. In contrast
to the closedmagnetisation of a vortex, which can be stabilised in thin-film structures
with proper thickness and width that resemble a disc [8, 9], the in-plane magnetisa-
tion of an antivortex features four alternating poles, see Fig. 15.3b. The magnetic flux
is not closed, but needs to be guided away from the centre region, thus the antivortex
is metastable in a disc-like structure [10]. In the literature, different shapes have been
shown to be suitable to stabilise antivortices [2, 11–14]. For micromagnetic simula-
tions a star-like shape, whose contour is shaped by four adjacent discs, has been used
[14], see Fig. 15.6a. The four apexes of the structure pin the magnetisation, pointing
towards and away from the centre of the antivortex. The magnetic state can be prede-
fined in the simulations, but to find the antiparallel alignment of the domains in real
structures is very unlikely. Instead, in experiments this star-shape is used as a centre
in a clover-shaped sample, see Fig. 15.6b, where wire loops close the magnetic flux
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Fig. 15.6 Shapes of structures used to stabilise an antivortex: a star-like shape, b clover shape, c
“infinity” structure, and d ϕ-shaped structure

[12]. After saturation of themagnetisation in such a sample, a successful regeneration
of an antivortex with homogeneous external magnetic fields could not be observed.
When altering the shape to a lemniscate, see Fig. 15.6c, the antivortex was found in
some structures as the as-grown state. This so-called “infinity”-structure reduces the
number of wire loops from four to two.

In principle the antivortex state could be recovered in such structures by a
demagnetisation sequence of alternating fields of decreasing magnitude to annihilate
possible multi-domain patterns that occur after the saturation [15]. Nonetheless the
probability of the antivortex generation in these structures is too low to allow ensem-
ble measurements. The reliable generation process proposed and demonstrated in
this section makes use of a special shape of the structure and a two-dimensional bias
field sequence to generate the antivortex. In addition, the field sequence is exactly
specified and physically motivated so that it allows for high reproducibility and
adaptability for other sample geometries. The ϕ-shaped design, see Fig. 15.6d, fea-
tures three main characteristics that are crucial for the formation process: (i) tapered
wire ends to pin the magnetisation along the wire and to prevent a magnetisation
reversal after the saturation of the structure, (ii) curved segments to reproducibly
create domain walls when saturated radially, and (iii) a wire junction in which the
antivortex will be stabilised.1

The idea of the remagnetisation process is illustrated in Fig. 15.7a. The process
starts with the saturation of the magnetisation in the ϕ-shaped structure in-plane
with the saturation field Hs along the x-axis, see Fig. 15.7a step I. The coordinate
system is defined by Fig. 15.7b.When the external field is lowered, the magnetisation
aligns along the wires due to the now dominating shape anisotropy and two domain
walls form in the curved segments, see Fig. 15.7a step II. This field amplitude is
denoted as the nucleation field Hnuc. By a quasi-static counter-clockwise rotation of
the in-plane field with a constant amplitude the domain walls are moved through
the curved segments, see Fig. 15.7a II–IV. When both walls reach the wire junction,
the antivortex nucleates, see Fig. 15.7a IV. The external field is then set to zero. The
characterising parameters of such a remagnetisation, i.e. the saturation field Hs, the
nucleation field Hnuc, and the nucleation field angle θ, cf. Fig. 15.7b, have to be

1Figures15.6, 15.7, 15.9, 15.10, and 15.11 reprinted fromM. Pues, M. Martens, T. Kamionka, and
G. Meier, Applied Physics Letters 116, 162404 (2012), with the permission of AIP Publishing.
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Fig. 15.7 a Schematic remagnetisation process of theϕ-shaped structure: I. Saturation, II. domain-
wall formation, III. domain-wall propagation driven by a quasi-static rotating magnetic field,
IV. antivortex nucleation in the wire junction. b Polar graph of external in-plane fields used. An
exemplary sequence of field steps for the remagnetisation process is shown

adjusted depending on the thickness, the wire width, and the edge roughness of each
investigated structure.

The remagnetisation process is tested by means of micromagnetic simulations, as
well as full field X-ray transmission microscopy performed at the Advanced Light
Source (XM-1, beamline 6.1.2.) in Berkeley, CA, USA. In the simulation, the Gilbert
damping is set to α = 0.5. The high damping value is used as only the relaxed mag-
netisation states for the different bias fields are of interest, here. This and choosing
a structure with a wire width of 0.5mm, which is the size of the smallest experi-
mentally analysed structures, reduces the computing time significantly. The height
of the structure is 50nm and the mesh cell size is 5 × 5 × 12.5 nm3. The simulation
starts from a parametrised homogeneous magnetisation parallel to the x-axis and an
external field of 80mT in the same direction. Subsequently, the bias field is reduced
to 20mT in four steps and then in nine steps to the nucleation field μ0Hnuc = 8mT.
The nucleation field is then rotated in steps of �θ = 10◦. For the microscopy inves-
tigations, structures with two curved arms were used, see transmission X-ray micro-
graphs in Fig. 15.8, for a more symmetric environment of the wire junction and to
be able to investigate more domain walls within one microstructure. The elements
have a wire width of 1mm and a film thickness of 30nm. To be able to achieve an
in-plane contrast, the samples are tilted by 30◦ with respect to the X-ray beam path.
The elements are tilted by−22.5◦ in the plane with respect to the simulation in order
to identify all four domains of the antivortex unequivocally when it is nucleated,
cf. Fig. 15.8f, l. To depict the remagnetisation process the external field is set to the
nucleation field strength after saturation at 100mT in the x-direction and then rotated
in-plane by steps of �θ = 22.5◦. When decreasing the external field from saturation
to the nucleation field, vortex domain walls form in the curved wire segments, see
Fig. 15.8a, g. With the rotation of the external field, the domain walls move along
the curved wire segments as expected. Different rotation angles are necessary in the
simulation and the experimental microstructure, which can be explained by pinning
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Fig. 15.8 Comparison of the simulated remagnetisation process (a)–(f) and transmission X-ray
micrographs (g)–(l). Snapshots of the nucleation process for selected field angles are shown. The
last images (f ) and (l) show the stabilised antivortex. The nucleation fields are μ0Hnuc = 8 and
3mT, respectively. The greyscale represents the x magnetisation in both image sets. The element
is tilted deliberately by −22.5◦ for the transmission microscopy samples to identify the antivortex
unequivocally

of the domain walls at edge roughnesses on the wire walls and impurities within the
wire. The vortex wall in the upper left arm moves into the junction, see Fig. 15.8c
and (i), and forms an elongated 180◦ domain wall. From this wall, the antivortex
nucleates, see Fig. 15.8d, and with the other vortex wall being pushed into the junc-
tion, the remaining vortices move towards the edges of the junction and annihilate.
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HnucHnuc

Fig. 15.9 Depiction of vortex domain walls in the curved wire segments by a micromagnetic
simulation and b magnetic force microscopy. The greyscale in a represents the divergence of the
magnetisation to be comparable with the MFM image. The nucleation fields are μ0Hnuc = 8 mT
and 5mT, respectively

Finally in Fig. 15.8f, l the relaxed magnetisation constitutes an isolated antivortex
that is stabilised in the wire junction.

The vortex walls can have either chiralities, showing no effect on the success
of the remagnetisation process, which can be seen in the direct comparison of the
simulated state and a magnetic force micrograph, see Fig. 15.9a, b. The magnetic
force micrograph is recorded in an external field of 5mT along the x-direction. Note
that this and the following MFM images represent the first scan on that position
after the saturation or remagnetisation. Thus the absence of characteristic lines in
the micrographs due to a change of the magnetisation during the scan indicates a
negligible influence of the magnetic tip on the magnetisation.

For a statistical analysis of the success of the remagnetisation process, arrays of
identical structures were investigated with magnetic force microscopy. The array
of structures in Fig. 15.10a are scanned after a remagnetisation with the parame-
ters μ0Hs = 100mT and μ0Hnuc = 5mT. The maximum rotation angle is θ = 135◦.
The external magnetic field is generated with a pair of Helmholtz coils surround-
ing the microscope and a manual rotation of the sample. The micrograph shows
that an antivortex could be generated in all 25 structures. Since the remagnetisation
process determines the direction of the magnetisation in the wires of the junction,
thus dictating the orientation or c-value [2] of the antivortex, a remagnetisation with
a negative saturation and nucleation field leads to the opposite orientation of the
generated antivortex. With the fixed orientation of the structure to the chosen coor-
dinate system, a remagnetisation with positive field amplitudes leads to c = −1, see
Fig. 15.10b, and with negative field amplitudes to c = +1, see Fig. 15.10c. If the
wire width w of the structure is varied, different nucleation fields are required to
ensure a successful antivortex generationx . Detailed MFM analyses like depicted
in Fig. 15.10 of further arrays of 25 to 36 identical structures with wire widths from
0.5 to 1.4µm reveal the expected influence of w and Hnuc on the probability of suc-
cessful antivortex generation, see Fig. 15.10d, which can be understood as follows.
With higher nucleation fields the probability increases because the field is then strong
enough to overcome a pinning due to edge roughness and move the domain walls
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Fig. 15.10 a Magnetic force micrograph of an array of 25 ϕ-shaped structures after a remag-
netisation process. All structures are in the antivortex state. Selected structures with antivortices
of opposite orientations: b c = −1 and c c = +1. d Probability of a successful remagnetisation
process for different nucleation fields and wire widths for an element height of 50nm. Lines are
guides to the eye

along the curved segments. The edge roughness is independent of w. Therefore, the
ratio of the edge roughness to wire width becomes higher for smaller w. This results
in a stronger pinning, explaining the higher fields necessary for successful antivortex
generation for structures with smaller w. Note that the antivortex remagnetisation
process is no longer successful for nucleation field strengths exceeding circa 10mT,
depending on the wire width.

The antivortex nucleation process has been investigated in detail showing how the
manipulation of transient states of domain walls and vortices results in the desired
antivortex state with a negative winding number of n = −1. The investigations reveal
the reliability of the method for antivortex generation in ϕ-shaped structures with
two-dimensional homogeneous in-planefields. The antivortex-nucleation routine can
now be used for spectroscopy, transport and X-ray microscopy measurements.
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Fig. 15.11 Vector fields with winding numbers a n = −1, b n = −2, and c n = −3, all having an
orientation of c = −1. d Magnetic force micrograph of two structures stabilising a magnetisation
configuration in the junction with a total winding number of n = −2. The insets show the domain
patterns within the junctions. Antivortices are indicated by circles, vortices by dots

15.4 Higher Winding Numbers

The method to control the magnetisation in curved nanowires with rotating in-plane
fields can also be used to create evenmore complex domain patterns than antivortices.
Magnetisation vector fields with decreasing winding numbers n exhibit increasing
numbers of alternating magnetic poles around the centre, see Fig. 15.11a–c. Two
structures designed so as to stabilise a hypothetical singularity with n = −2 are
depicted in Fig. 15.11d. Before scanning the structures with a film thickness of 50nm
andawirewidth ofw = 1.0µm, theywere remagnetisedwith a similar field sequence
as the ϕ-structures with the parameters μ0Hs = 100mT, μ0Hnuc = 5mT, and θ =
360◦. The micrograph shows that the total winding number of the wire junction is in
fact ntot = −2. This is realised by the known stable singularities, by a vortex with
n = +1, surrounded by three antivortices with n = −1. The chirality of the centered
vortex is different in the two structures, resulting in a mirrored domain pattern, but
not affecting the overall orientation.
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Fig. 15.12 a Total energy of antivortex or domain wall states obtained by micromagnetic simula-
tions in infinity structures of different thickness. The two domain-wall states and the antivortex: b–
d Simulated in a 50nm thick infinity structure, and e–g measured byX-ray transmissionmicroscopy
in 30nm thick symmetric ϕ-structures. Contrast shows the magnetisation in x-direction

15.5 Thickness Dependence

With the remagnetisation method discussed above an investigation of the thickness
dependence of the antivortex and the opposingmagnetic configuration, a 180◦ domain
wall, is possible. A comparison of the total energy of the states obtained by micro-
magnetic simulations of infinity structures for film thicknesses of 5–60nm shows
that the domain wall can only be stabilised in elements with a thickness of up to
35nm and transforms into an antivortex for a thicker element. The two domain wall
configurations, see Fig. 15.12b, c, are nearly equal in energy, whereas the antivortex
is always lower in energy, see Fig. 15.12a. As the simulations test only the static
stability of predefined magnetic configurations, no direct conclusion can be drawn
from the energy comparison to the probability of finding any of the different states
in real elements, e.g. in the investigations by Bocklage et al. in [16], reporting an
observation of a domain wall in a 20nm thick infinity structure. Therefore, samples
of symmetric ϕ-elements with thicknesses of 10, 20, 30, and 40nm are investigated
by full field transmission X-raymicroscopy. The remagnetisation process is analysed
for different nucleation fields, as well as the resulting magnetic states for the desired
arm magnetisation. For the 10 and 20nm samples only domain walls of both orien-
tations can be observed, whereas for 30nm, all three states occur, see Fig. 15.12e–g,
cf. with (b)–(d). For 40nm, only antivortices are generated by the remagnetisation
sequence. This means that the domain wall is the dominant state for the used genera-
tion process for film heights up to 30nm although it is higher in energy. Domain wall
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Fig. 15.13 Simulated antivortices for thicknesses a 25nm, b 55nm, and c 70nm. Since the z-
component is small for the thinner samples the colour scales are adjusted to 5, 25, and 50% Mz . The
lower row shows scanning transmission X-ray micrographs of a 55nm and a 70nm thick structure
at normal incidence

states cannot be found for thicker samples, as also indicated by the micromagnetic
simulations, cf. shaded areas in Fig. 15.12a.

The upper thickness limit for antivortices is reached at 70nm, where the four 90◦
domain walls from the kinks of the wire junction to the antivortex residing in the
centre change from pure Néel walls to more complex walls. This can be seen in the
change of the magnetisation pattern surrounding the antivortex core, simulated for
different film heights, see Fig. 15.13. For thin films, the core is surrounded by a nearly
circular region that points in an antiparallel direction to the core magnetisation out
of the film plane. This ring divides into four distinguishable dips for 55nm thick
samples, as measured by scanning transmission X-ray microscopy at the MAXY-
MUS microscope of the BESSY II synchrotron in Berlin, Germany, see Fig. 15.13b.
In direct proximity to the antivortex core, the 90◦ domain walls become Bloch like.
For film heights above 65nm the symmetry changes drastically, see Fig. 15.13c. The
out-of-plane rotation of the domain walls becomes much more prominent and also
two opposing domainwalls change the sign of their z-magnetisation and fusewith the
now parallel antivortex core. In this case the magnetic microstructure will no longer
behave like a single 2D oscillator, as the antivortex or the vortex. No gyrational mode
can be excited, but instead the antivortex performs a much more complex trajectory,
since each domain wall itself is excited by the external fields. Moreover, the radius of
the trajectory is decreased significantly. Consequently this analysis yields an optimal
film thickness for isolated antivortices in permalloy from 40 to 60nm.

15.6 Antivortices Influenced by Static and Dynamic
External Magnetic Fields

With the method for antivortex generation proven to be reliable, the dynamics of
isolated antivortices can be investigated spectroscopically by scalar network analy-
sis. The influence of varying the exciting- and the static bias field on the gyrotropic



312 M. Pues and G. Meier

Fig. 15.14 Combined
atomic and magnetic force
micrograph of two ϕ-shaped
permalloy microstructures
overlaid by a copper stripline
for high-frequency
absorption measurements.
The magnetic information
shows an antivortex state in
each structure

eigenmode of the antivortex is presented and discussed in the following. The spectro-
scopic measurements are complemented by magneto-resistance measurements and
micromagnetic simulations [17].2

The resonance frequency of the gyrotropic eigenmode of isolated antivortices is
determined by means of absorption spectroscopy. Figure15.14 shows two ϕ struc-
tures of the ensemble, containing typically hundred antivortices, and the overlaying
stripline, which generates the exciting Oersted field. A typical Lorentzian absorp-
tion spectrum for the antivortex ensemble is shown in Fig. 15.15b, with a resonance
frequency of fres = 169MHz. This frequency is approximately 40% lower than the
resonance frequency of a vortex confined in a square-shaped element with the same
film thickness and an edge length comparable to the wire width [20]. The lower
frequency indicates a weaker confining potential if the antivortex is considered as a
rigid quasiparticle as it is successfully done for vortices [21]. Absorption spectra for
varying excitation power and thus for increasing Oersted field excitation are depicted
in Fig. 15.15a. Three regions can be distinguished: (1) linear gyrotropic motion, (2)
non-linear gyrotropicmotion, and (3) continuous switching of the antivortex polarity.
In regime (3) the cone-shaped absorption signal is caused by the continuous switch-
ing processes. For low excitation powers in regime (1), the resonance frequency is
rather constant. The gyration of the antivortex can be described as a rigid quasipar-
ticle in a nearly parabolic potential [19]. If the excitation power is increased, the
resonance frequency drops significantly by about 20% in regime (2). In addition to
the frequency drop, an asymmetric absorption curve can be observed in this non-
linear regime, see Fig. 15.15c. This asymmetry has also been reported for numerical
simulations andmeasurements of resonance curves of vortices byDrews et al. in [18].
The core switching regime (3) is reached at μ0Hhf = 3mT, indicated by the charac-
teristic cone shaped signal [22] above 3mT. The Oersted field to induce antivortex
core switching is about six times the field strength needed to induce core switching

2Figures15.15, 15.16, 15.18, 15.19, 15.20, 15.21, and 15.22 reprinted from M. Pues, M. Martens,
andG.Meier, Journal ofApplied Physics 116, 153903 (2014),with the permission ofAIPPublishing
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in a similar setup for vortices [20, 22]. The continuous switching of the polarity of
the core is possible, since the linear excitation by the stripline can couple to both
the clockwise and the counter-clockwise eigenmode of the antivortex. This is in
contrast to the excitation by rotational Oersted fields [13] or rotational spin currents
[15]. The absorption signal is reduced for strong excitation fields above 3mT near
the resonance frequency, which can be explained by the instability of the antivortex
state, see Fig. 15.15d. If the antivortex switches its core polarisation multiple times
at high-gyration radii, there is a probability that it moves away from the equilibrium
position in the middle of the wire junction into one of the arms and is destroyed there.
Since the absorption measurement is a time-integrating method, this process does
not contribute to the ensemble signal. For vortices in discs, these considerations are
irrelevant, since the vortex state is the energetically favoured state. Consequently,
even if a vortex is destroyed, it will recover shortly after and will again contribute to
the absorption signal.

15.7 Bias Field Dependence

To probe the confining potential of the antivortex, a static magnetic in-plane field
is applied in eight different directions, Hext(�), in order to deflect the antivortex
from the centre of the wire junction. Since the generation process of the antivortices
determines the orientation of all antivortices in the ensemble, see Sect. 15.3, a single
deflection direction of the whole ensemble can be ensured. An orientation of c = −1
is chosen for all measurements. A detailed description of the shift of the energy
minimum due to this Zeeman field for vortices has been presented by Langner et al.
in [23]. For the absorption spectroscopy a low excitation field in the harmonic regime
of μ0Hhf = 0.3mT is chosen, see Fig. 15.16. The resonance frequency dependence
of the static bias field Hext(�) shows a different behaviour for different field angles
as well as a varying annihilation field Han(�) of the antivortices. At the annihilation
field the antivortex is pushed out of the wire junction and consequently the absorption
signal vanishes. Three types of frequency shifts can be distinguished. The frequency
shift labelled (I) exhibits a small drop in the resonance frequency of 6MHz, which
corresponds to about 4%, aswell as a decrease in the absorption. The annihilationfield
is around 2mT. The second type (II) is characterised by a similarly small annihilation
field, but shows a frequency increase of about 33MHz (20%) with an increase of
the absorption signal for bias field values close to the annihilation field. The third
type (III) has relatively high annihilation fields of up to 8mT and the resonance
frequency rises about 25MHz (15%). The small annihilation fields of antivortices in
comparison to annihilation fields of vortices of about 35mT [20] indicate again the
comparably shallow potential, which confines the antivortexwithin thewire junction.
Moreover, the anisotropy of the annihilation fields and the frequency shifts show a
strong influence of the wire arms and the asymmetry of the confining structure on
the antivortex.
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This complex resonance frequency dependence cannot be reproduced by micro-
magnetic simulations, cf. Figs. 15.16 and 15.17. To be able to achieve results for the
eight different bias field angles within reasonable computation times, only the free
gyration frequency is determined for the deflected antivortex. This may also give
an explanation for the discrepancy to the experimental spectroscopy results. The
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Fig. 15.18 a Scanning electron micrograph of a ϕ-shaped structure with Au contact leads for
resistance measurements. b Scheme of a deflected antivortex. The triangularly shaped domains are
denoted as parallel or perpendicular to the current flow. c Combined atomic and magnetic force
micrograph of a contacted ϕ-structure containing an antivortex with an orientation of c = −1. For
the MR measurements presented here, the structure with two contacts shown in a is used

simulations yield a uniform drop of the free gyration frequency for every bias field
angle of about 23MHz (18%). Only when pushed into the straight arm, the frequency
shift differs slightly from the shifts caused by a bias field in the other directions, see
Fig. 15.17.

To compare the drastic asymmetryof the annihilationfield for gyrating antivortices
with the annihilation fields for a static antivortex, magneto-resistance measurements
are performed, see Fig. 15.19. The resistance of thewire junction of theϕ-structure in
saturation parallel to the current flow direction, indicated in Fig. 15.18a, is compared
to the resistance after the antivortex generation and application of the bias in-plane
field with angle �. This procedure is done for each data point, thus abrupt changes
is the signal reveal the annihilation field of the antivortex for the corresponding
bias field closest to zero fields in the MR signal. The following assumption leads
to the identification of the antivortex state in the magneto-resistance signal: The
magnetisation pattern of the antivortex consists of four triangularly shaped uniformly
magnetised domains, see Fig. 15.18b, c.When a homogeneous current flows between
the contact leads, a constant magnetisation within the wire arms, and no deformation
of the 90◦ domainwalls is assumed, theMR signal is expected to be constant to a good
approximation for a deflected antivortex. Figure15.19 shows this expected behaviour
for the deflected antivortex state. TheMR signal jumps from a nearly constant plateau
to a MR signal indicating a magnetisation diagonal, perpendicular, or parallel to the
current flow, see insets in Fig. 15.19. For some field angles the annihilation of the
antivortex is followed by additional step-like transitions most likely due to sudden
depinning processes of domain walls from the corners of the junction. As every data
point represents a whole field sweep starting after an antivortex nucleation from zero
field to either positive or negative field values, the smooth field dependence of the
MR signal for each field angle indicates both a successful antivortex nucleation for
every data point and a single path for the expulsion of the antivortex. The annihilation
fields range from 7.2 to 12.7mT and show a similar but much less distinct asymmetry
compared to those derived from the absorption measurements, see Fig. 15.20a.
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15.8 Annihilation Process

Analogous to the MR measurements, micromagnetic simulations are performed,
where the deflection of the antivortex by a quasi-static in-plane field Hext(�) for
eight different field angles as well as the free gyration frequency of the deflected
antivortex is investigated. The simulated element is mapped from a scanning electron
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micrograph of a real element, ensuring the same dimensions and edge roughness. The
annihilation fields derived from these simulations match the ones determined by the
MRmeasurements, see Fig. 15.20a. Furthermore, the simulations give a deep insight
in the deflection behaviour of the antivortex, as well as in the annihilation process for
different field directions. Figure15.21b shows the core deflection distance from its
equilibrium position for all fields with a minimal deflection of rmin = 142nm and a
maximal deflection of rmax = 255nm. A linear dependence of the core deflection on
the external fieldwith a slope of 14.6nm/mTcanbe foundup to about 5mT, indicating
the parabolic confining potential. For higher field strengths the slope increases up to
the annihilation of the antivortex. This increase shows that the confining potential
becomes shallower once the antivortex is pushed into the arms, which is contrary to
the behaviour of isolated vortices. A vortex is confined in a closed microstructure
like a disc or a square, resulting in a deviation from the parabolic confining potential
near the boundary of the structure. Thus a vortex needs much stronger fields to be
pushed towards the boundaries of the structure [18, 23, 24]. In the graph showing
the core position for all field strengths and angles, see Fig. 15.21a, another effect of
the open junction can be seen. For field strengths in the linear regime up to 5mT,
cf. Fig. 15.21b, the displacement of the core follows a fixed angle. This azimuth
angle β0 to the new equilibrium position of the core can be generally derived by
β0 = n(� + π − �0) = n(� + π − cπ/2), taking a rotational symmetric potential
and the Zeeman energy into account. Here, the antivortex with a winding number
[25] of n = −1 and the fixed orientation of c = −1 yields β0 = −� − 3π/2. At
certain field strengths the core deflection deviates from this direction, mostly for the
deflection into the arms. This can be attributed to the depinning of the 90◦ domain
walls from the corners of the wire junction, see Fig. 15.22d, and a deformation of the
walls. Moreover, for high field strengths the magnetisation within the arms, whose
magnetisation points antiparallel to the external field, starts to bend in a zig-zag
fashion, leading to the deflection of the core away from the centre of the arm. This
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behaviour is not described by a simple rigid quasiparticle model of the antivortex,
where the antivortex is confined in a parabolic potential. An extension of the parabolic
potential to describe the deviation of the potential towards the boundaries of the
structure has been done for vortices in squares [23], but for antivortices this approach
poses several difficulties. For antivortices in ϕ-shaped structures the potential is
highly anisotropic, whereas for vortices in squares only two different field directions
have to be considered, i.e. towards the edge of the square and diagonally.

Similar shifts of the resonance frequency of the antivortex can be found for adja-
cent field angles and considering the deflection angle of the antivortex core caused
by the external field reveals the influence of the ϕ-shaped structure on the confining
potential, see Fig. 15.20b, even though the wire junction in which the antivortex is
confined is completely rectangular. Thus a much more complex potential confines
the antivortex.
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An analysis of the antivortex annihilation for each field angle � reveals three
different processes, as indicated in Fig. 15.21a. In Fig. 15.22 two of these anni-
hilation processes are examplarily shown in the micromagnetic simulations for
field angles of � = 0◦ in Fig. 15.22a–c, and 90◦ in (d)–(f). At an external field of
μ0Hext(0◦) = 11mT, the magnetisation in the upper right curved wire folds, forming
a 180◦ domain wall, see Fig. 15.22a. From this wall a vortex nucleates and a domain
that no longer points antiparallel to the external field is created, see Fig. 15.22b. This
tilts the magnetisation in the upper right arm and destabilises the upper 90◦ domain
wall of the antivortex. It detaches from the corner of the junction and another vortex
nucleates from the former domainwall. The new vortexmoves towards the antivortex
and both are annihilated, see Fig. 15.22c. This process is labelled Varm in Fig. 15.21a
since the annihilation of the antivortex starts with the creation of a vortex in a wire
arm. The second process, labelled VDW , is similar, but a 90◦ domain wall of the
antivortex detaches from the corner of the junction via a vortex nucleation without a
preceding vortex nucleation in a curvature of the structure. The third process, AVan,
is only observed for a bias field in y-direction. The upper and lower domain walls
of the antivortex depin from the corners, but are still attached to the boundary of
the structure, see Fig. 15.22d. The domain walls and the antivortex start moving to
the right until the antivortex core reaches the right corner of the wire junction, see
Fig. 15.22e. Here the antivortex is annihilated and two edge defects [25] form, which
move further along the inner boundary of the curved wire. Similarly, edge defects
are generated when a vortex nucleates in the other processes described above. The
magnetic texture of these edge defects can be described by half integer winding num-
bers n = ±1/2. When taking all magnetic defects that are generated or annihilated
during the annihilation of the antivortex into account, it can be observed that the
sum of the winding numbers of the whole structure remains nsum = −1, the same
as the initial antivortex. This holds for all bias field angles up to the maximum field
strength of 15mT in the simulation. The different annihilation processes exhibit no
special symmetry that can be found in the ϕ-shaped structure, cf. Figs. 15.20b and
15.21a, but give a possible explanation of the anisotropy of the measured annihi-
lation fields. For most cases, the antivortex is not pushed to the boundary of the
wire junction and destroyed there, but its magnetic texture is distorted by changes
of the magnetisation far from the antivortex. The annihilation processes for the real
element may differ from the ones observed in the simulations, however a possible
diversity in the annihilation mechanism is revealed. Thus it cannot be distinguished
in the absorption and magneto-resistance measurements, if the annihilation field of
the antivortex is measured or a field at which the magnetisation is reversed at some
point in the ϕ-shaped structure by the external field as in the Varm process.

The annihilation fields determined byMRmeasurements andmicromagnetic sim-
ulations for a static antivortex are in good agreement, but the results from absorption
spectroscopy, where the antivortex is gyrating at the resonance frequency, exhibit
much smaller fields, see Fig. 15.20a. This discrepancy may not be attributed to high
gyration radii and an expulsion of the antivortex from the decentred equilibrium
position at a certain bias field. An estimation of the gyration radius rgyr can be done
by results from transmission X-ray microscopy on antivortices in elements with
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comparable dimensions [13, 15]. In these works maximal gyration radii of 95 to
115nm at 140 and 120MHz, respectively, are measured before core switching starts.
Assuming a similar switching threshold for the structures presented here and a linear
dependence of the gyration radius on the excitation field Hhf , the radius rgyr can be
estimated to be about 10nm, a tenth of the maximal radius.

The displacement for the lowest annihilation field for the absorption measure-
ments with μ0Han(180◦) = 1.4mT can be deduced from the simulations, where the
constant deflection rate yields a displacement of the equilibrium position for this field
of about 20nm. The maximal displacement for a gyrating antivortex at this position
can thus be estimated to be under 30nm away from the centre of the wire junction,
whereas it can be deflected up to 142nm in the static case. Consequently, the reduced
annihilation fields for the deflection of an excited antivortex cannot be attributed to
the gyration radius of the antivortex, but rather to a reduction of the activation fields
of the above described processes of domain wall depinning and vortex nucleation
by the high-frequency field. A similar reduction of the switching field of a nanopar-
ticle by radio-frequency field pulses is described by Thirion et al. in [26]. Thus the
maximal gyration radius of about 100nm before core switching starts, derived from
the transmission X-ray microscopy results in [13, 15], and the minimal deflection
distance of 142nm for the static antivortex annihilation obtained by micromagnetic
simulations (Fig. 15.21b) could explain the drastic decrease in the absorption signal
for increasing excitation fields in the core switching regime, shown in Fig. 15.15a.
It supports the above-mentioned hypothesis of an antivortex destruction for strong
excitation fields and high gyration radii.3

Another comparison of the antivortex and the vortex can be made concerning
the critical velocity needed for core switching. For vortices, a critical switching
velocity vcrit = 2πr fres was found by analytical andmicromagnetic calculations [27]
to be 320 m/s for vortices in discs or 250 m/s for vortices in squares by absorption
measurements [22, 28]. The squares have comparable dimensions as the wire widths
and thicknesses of the structures that stabilise the antivortex. The vortices in these
squares exhibit a resonance frequency of 320MHz and thus reach a gyration radius
of about 124nm at the critical velocity. The microscopy results for antivortices yield
a much lower critical velocity of about 85 m/s at the comparable radii of 95nm to
115nm.

15.9 Conclusion

The gyrotropic eigenmode of isolated antivortices has been measured by high-
frequency absorption spectroscopy for a varying excitation field strength in the linear,
the non-linear and the core switching regime. The behaviour of isolated antivortices
is similar to the one of excited vortices. When comparing antivortices with vortices

3In the transmission X-ray microscopy investigations in [13, 15] the disappearance of the antivortex
core after several switching processes was occasionally observed.
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of similar dimensions, the gyrotropic mode of the antivortex has a lower resonance
frequency. To induce core switching, the antivortex needs to be exposed to a much
stronger excitation field than the vortex. Deviations from a confining harmonic poten-
tial of the antivortex due to a static in-plane field have been demonstrated by the shift
of the resonance frequency in the absorption measurements. To complement the
anisotropy of the annihilation fields found in the absorption spectroscopy, magneto-
resistance measurements as well as micromagnetic simulations have been discussed.
While the annihilation fields determined from theMRmeasurements and the simula-
tions without an excitation of the antivortex match quite well, the annihilation fields
drop about 50% for the absorption spectroscopy, where the antivortex is excited.
Moreover, a much more distinct anisotropy of the annihilation can be found for the
excited state. It is demonstrated by means of micromagnetic simulations that for
some field angles the annihilation of the antivortex is caused by a rotation of the
magnetisation within an arm of the structure far away from the antivortex itself, thus
destabilising the antivortex. These results show that a simple quasi-particle descrip-
tion for the antivortex is no longer applicable for the case of a strong excitation and
an additional deflection of the equilibrium position by a static field.
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