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Abstract. The aim of the study was to reveal the Information Literacy (IL) con-
cept and relationship between the concept of IL before and after the pandemic.
Also, common keywords were examined. The period between 2016-11-01 and
2019-12-31 was considered as pre-pandemic, and between 2020-01-01 — 2022-
11-26 as post-pandemic, in both groups. Trend analysis on the information literacy
pre- and post-pandemic period was performed by VOSviewer software and in-app
algorithms thereby visualizing Web of Science database on the related concept.
The co-occurrence analysis of the keywords of articles conducted to reveal com-
mon concepts and the most associated concepts. After the bibliographic analysis
of common keywords of the sample articles, 25 most common concepts before
and after the pandemic were obtained and visualized. Some distinctive concepts
before the pandemic were library instruction, collaboration, and students, while
fake news, misinformation, and social media were observed in the post-pandemic
period. Occurrences of the concepts in both periods were discussed within the
scope of the related literature.

Keywords: Covid-19 pandemic - bibliographic mapping study - information
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1 Introduction

The American Library Association defines Information Literacy (IL) as “...a set of abil-
ities requiring individuals to ‘recognize when information is needed and have the ability
to locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information™ [1]. The Association of
College and Research Libraries (ACRL) [2] expanded upon this definition by indicating
that “information literacy is the set of integrated abilities encompassing the reflective
discovery of information, the understanding of how information is produced and val-
ued, and the use of information in creating new knowledge and participating ethically in
communities of learning”. Information literacy is more important than ever. As of March
12, 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic, which was declared as a pandemic after spreading all
over the world, has shown its impact with lost human lives, economic repercussions and
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increasing poverty. [3]. This event, which has had an impact on every aspect of life, has
also been reflected in scientific research. The outbreak of COVID-19 poses new chal-
lenges to concepts of information literacy. Studies showed the increasing importance of
IL especially in the pandemic era. According to a study of Chinese academic libraries,
IL education during the pandemic had several characteristics, such as rapid response to
information needs, recommending reliable information resources to users, developing
and gathering current information on COVID-19 cases, and resisting misinformation and
false information [4]. Research studies emphasize the enhancing of individual immunity
against science-related misinformation; this is also named as “infodemic” induced by
the pandemic [5—7]. With the pandemic, research in the field of information literacy has
changed direction; IL’s focus has changed and this is reflected in publishing patterns in
databases as well. Just before the pandemic, Stopar and Bartol [8], conducted research
on Web of Science (WoS) and Scopus based publishing patterns and trends in relation to
IL related competencies that is, digital competences, computer skills, and related abili-
ties in different settings. A bibliometric analysis from 2001 to 2020 on IL showed that
“information literacy and library” is the top-researched topic and considerable increase
in publications over a number of years was observed in this area [9]. Onyancha [10]
examined the evolution of IL research over a 43-year period by mapping the Scopus
database. The researchers revealed that within the specified time frame, the focus of the
studies on IL. moved out of the library and librarianship, spread to a wide variety of fields
in a multidisciplinary structure, and was studied in 27 different disciplines besides the
social sciences.

Research trends studies have emerged in Information Literacy (IL) to determine
research methods and changes before and after COVID-19. Focusing on the concept of
information literacy in higher education, Chen, et al. [11] captured related keywords,
that is, IL, college students, higher education and academic libraries as a result of the
bibliographic analyzes within the 2011-2020 period. Pinto et al. [12] analysed the evo-
lution of research activity during an extensive period (1974-2011) and scientific pro-
ductivity about IL. The researchers observed exponential growth in the research on the
concept within the areas of information and documentation, communication, education,
management, and health sciences.

Research conducted around the Covid-19 pandemic exposed that the pandemic has
created a gap between community and the science in the context of IL and related
literacies and competencies. The reflection of this situation on scientific research can
be observed with the help of bibliometric analyzes. The current study attempted to
comparatively analyze the impact of the pandemic on the scientific production and
reveal new challenges undertaken.

2 Method

2.1 Selecting Articles

The data set was extracted from WoS databases with keywords related to “Information
Literacy”. The keyword was searched in the database as “information literacy” in double
quotes in order to limit the search. Selection criteria was the publication period between
specified dates. The period between 2016-11-01 and 2019-12-31 was considered as
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pre-pandemic, and between 2020-01-01 and 2022-11-26 as post-pandemic. Selected
publications were then refined by Document Type (article or proceeding paper or book
chapters). A total of 3141 articles published between 2016 and 2022 were analyzed.
While 1701 of the articles were from pre-Covid 19, 1440 articles were from post-Covid
19.

2.2 Analysis

In order to reveal the co-occurrence of IL and related concepts we utilized bibliographic
mapping analysis with the help of the VOSviewer tool to analyze keywords and visu-
alize them. Trend analysis on the information literacy pre- and post-pandemic period
was performed by VOSviewer software and in-app algorithms thereby visualizing WoS
database on the related concept [13]. In order to examine the most common concepts,
we selected top 25 keywords and the threshold value for determining the frequency of
keywords is set to 5. At the same time, most associated pairs were analyzed according
to the frequency of co-occurrence of keywords with IL. Using the described method, we
pursued two research questions listed below:

e What are the common concepts on maps before and after Covid-19?
e What are the most associated concepts with IL on maps?

3 Findings

3.1 Most Common Concepts Before Pandemic

The map of the concepts belongs to pre-pandemic period is presented at Fig. 1:
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Fig. 1. The map of pre-pandemic concepts and their relationships

Figure 1 shows the relationship and linkage map of the concepts studied with IL.
The quantitative values of the links on the map are given in the Table 1.
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Table 1. Most common concepts on the map before pandemic.

Concept Occurrence Total link strength
Academic libraries 93 342
Higher education 86 288
Library instruction 55 191
Digital literacy 50 165
Assessment 42 138
Collaboration 32 113
Media literacy 29 111
Education 29 87
Students 27 85
Critical thinking 26 66
Fake news 25 86
E-learning 24 66
Libraries 21 75
Social media 21 73
ACRL framework 20 67
Internet 19 136
Health information literacy 19 36
Research 17 58
Digital competence 17 51
Learning 16 42
University students 15 155
University libraries 15 65
Graduate students 15 47
Health literacy 15 46
Plagiarism 15 36

Table 1 shows the frequency of occurrences of the top 25 keywords which appeared
with IL. The five most common concepts revealed with information literacy were aca-
demic libraries, higher education, library instruction, digital literacy and assessment.
The second five common concepts are collaboration, media literacy, education, students
and critical thinking.

3.2 Most Common Concepts After Pandemic

After the pandemic, new concepts were observed occurring with IL. Figure 2 showed
the common concepts in the second period:

Also, Table 2 shows the occurrences and total link strength of the post-pandemic
concepts from the map. According to Table 2, after the pandemic, the 5 most common
concepts associated with IL are higher education, academic libraries, assessment, digital
literacy and fake news. The second five are media literacy, misinformation, Covid-19,
social media and education. As shown in the Table 1 and 2, it is observed that there are
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Fig. 2. The map of post-pandemic concepts and their relationships

Table 2. Most common concepts on the map after pandemic.

Concept Occurrence Total link strength
Higher education 76 311
Academic libraries 61 242
Assessment 35 227
Digital literacy 56 202
Fake news 46 178
Media literacy 48 178
Misinformation 43 167
Covid-19 46 155
Social media 36 144
Education 34 142
Students 34 142
Library instruction 37 141
Critical thinking 36 126
Health literacy 33 103
Disinformation 29 110
Media and IL 26 96
Libraries 22 116
Digital divide 15 89
Internet 12 105
University students 11 121

(continued)
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Table 2. (continued)

Concept Occurrence Total link strength
Writing 11 174

Critical analysis 3 89
Comprehension 3 89

Family literacy 3 108

changes in the concepts mentioned together with IL in the pre- and post-pandemic period.
The occurrences of the top 5 keywords were changed; fake news was also prominent
after the pandemic. Misinformation, Covid-19, disinformation and family literacy were
observed just after the pandemic.

In terms of the concepts of fake news, social media, critical thinking and health
literacy, an increase is observed after the pandemic. Total link strengths indicate the
total links of given keywords with IL. When we compared with the pre-pandemic data,
there was also notable increase in the mentioned concepts.

4 Discussion

Results of this bibliographic mapping study revealed that there was a change before
and after Covid-19 pandemic in terms of research concerned with IL. Although there
were common terms both in the maps such as academic libraries, higher education and
library instruction, new concepts emerged just after the pandemic. When we examined
the common concepts with IL on the maps, misinformation, covid-19, disinformation
and family literacy were observed on the second period. This showed that the covid-
19 pandemic changed the face of the scientific research related to the subject of IL.
Baber, et al. [14] reached the similar results with digital literacy. They reported concepts
associated with digital literacy were fake news, competence, educational technology,
health literacy, self-efficacy, and covid-19. Nadi-Ravandi and Batooli [15] also put forth
the occurrence map of the scientific products of the library subject area and the Covid-19
pandemic, they extracted four clusters: libraries and librarians, use of media and social
networks and information and communication technologies, online library services, and
information and news. They reported the most frequently used keywords associated with
the library were misinformation, fake news, IL and crisis management.

Another salient finding of this study is the changes in the total link strengths of the
common concepts in both periods. After the pandemic, there were remarkable increases
in the occurrences of terms, that is, fake news, social media, critical thinking and health
literacy. Fake news is one of the important topics covered in IL literature, especially
in the covid-19 process. It is discussed together with the concept of critical thinking in
the examination of exposure to information that spreads rapidly on social media during
the pandemic period [16-20]. IL and related literacies such as media, news, digital
and scientific, have protective effect on people against harmful effects of misleading
information [21-24]. Igbinovia et al. [25] revealed that, IL competency had a significant
effect on curtailing the spread of COVID-19 fake news among undergraduates in Nigeria.
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They are educationally positioned to acquire IL competency which is crucial to their
identification of fake news and helps to curtail its spread. In this study, the increase in
the link strength of the related concept, especially in the post-pandemic period, shows
that as it has been studied more with IL its importance has increased.

Social media has been considered together with IL and an increase in the tie strength
has been observed. Because it has a pivotal role in disseminating information, the impor-
tance of the term come into prominence during the pandemic. Bajwa et al. [26] put
forward that the behavior of young people changed after getting exposed to the dissem-
inated information regarding COVID-19 in social media; also the effect of social media
in creating literacy among masses helps people to use precautionary measure against
COVID-19. As the spread of misinformation about COVID-19 increases, the importance
of IL and related literacy such as media literacy is increasing to avoid confusion and
uncertainty [27]. Raising the awareness of the masses against the effect of the infor-
mation disseminated in social media shows itself especially in research on media and
information literacy. Investigating the negative impact of misinformation/disinformation
on media and IL is still seen as insufficient and limited within academic spheres only
[6]. The digital divide also plays a key role in terms of the mentioned literacies, and it
is indicated as having been the most significant impediment to the success of digital,
media and IL initiatives [6, 28].

Health literacy was another concept with an increased occurrence of IL after the
pandemic so its total link strength was considerably increased. It played a vital role in
saving lives during the pandemic. In this period when accurate information is of criti-
cal importance, relying on low-quality information sources could create and reinforce
people’s misperception, combined with socioeconomic vulnerabilities, this also leads
to low compliance with Covid-19-related public health measures, poor health outcomes
and low anxiety levels regarding Covid-19 [29-31]. Li et al., [32] showed that health
literacy was positively associated with Covid-19-specific precautionary behaviors and
conventional health behaviors helps college students adopt these behaviors and also
reduces the risk of infection among them.

Covid-19 showed its effect on scientific research trends in the field of IL, as it does
in all areas of life. This study makes a comparison of the concepts related to IL, which
have increased in importance or come to the fore during the pandemic period. However,
the time periods included in the analysis cover a period of approximately three years
before the pandemic and a period of two years afterward. In order to observe visible
changes in research trends, it would be useful to conduct a study over a larger time period.
Another limitation of this study is that it is limited to the visualization and mapping of
the concepts. Thus, this study revealed the impact of the pandemic on IL research, and
discussed possible reasons. In future studies, comparative analyses can be conducted
for both periods in terms of different refinement criteria such as research categories or
regions. Nonetheless, the economic effects that have emerged as a result of the pandemic,
and the diminishing effect of it since 2023, could cause research to focus on new and
different concepts.
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