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Abstract. Protection and promotion of cultural and environmental heritage could
be a key factor of an area’s integrated sustainable development plan, while pre-
senting social, environmental, cultural, and economic benefits. In remote areas,
sustainable development usually depends on external economies, such as tourism.
This study focuses on theMegisti Complex and the historic center of Kastellorizo,
aiming to propose an applicable, innovative approach for their sustainable devel-
opment. Through analysis and documentation of the cultural and environmental
assets of the area, a data base of important information was created. Integrated
heritage management is one of the main challenges in areas such as Kastellorizo.
Involving a diverse set of stakeholders, including users, owners, experts, public
agencies, and the private sector was crucial to achieve a holistic approach based
in interdisciplinarity. The study’s proposals are based on ensuring appropriate
infrastructure to enhance the quality of life in local communities and promoting
Cultural, Responsible Tourism. Additionally, the study emphasizes on the role of
local communities that are considered as the leading stakeholders in the planning,
development, and operation of these procedures. The main purpose of this study,
focused on Kastellorizo, is to enhance the island’s cultural and environmental
assets through strategic sustainable planning and the use of Information and Com-
munications Technologies (ICTs). The final goal is to promote the island’s interna-
tional recognition as a significant national border of great geopolitical importance
with a unique Aegean cultural identity.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Cultural Heritage as a Driver of Sustainable Development to Mitigate
Insularity

Sustainability, which first brought to the attention of the international community at the
United Nations (UN) Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment in 1972 [1],
continues to serve as a fundamental basis for international development and collabora-
tion. In the literature, the most widely recognized definition of sustainable development
is that proposed by Rutland, which posits that “Sustainable development is development
that meets the needs of the resent without compromising the ability of future generations
to meet their own needs” [2]. In recent years, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, that first adopted in September
2015 by all United Nations Member States, have 169 specific targets that nations are
striving to achieve by 2030 [3, 4]. These specific objectives focus on regional and global
stability, ensuring the health and prosperity of the planet, fair and resilient societies, and
prosperous economies [5].

Sustainability is widely regarded as possessing three interrelated dimensions, which
referred to as the environmental, economic, and social pillars [6]. However, in his work
“The Fourth Pillar of Sustainability,” [7] Hawkes argues that culture must be recognized
as the fourth pillar of sustainable development, alongside the economy, society, and
environment. According to literature, advancement in the integration of culture in sus-
tainable development can be accomplished through the cultivation of the cultural sector,
including heritage, creativity, cultural industries, cultural tourism, and crafts, as well as
through the allocation of appropriate consideration for culture within all policies, par-
ticularly regarding education, economics, science, communication, environment, social
cohesion, and international cooperation [8].

Islands, with their well-defined limits and discernible flow patterns, provide ideal
“laboratories” for the assessment of sustainability [9, 10]. Based on the “Europe 2000+:
Cooperation for spatial planning inEurope” report by theEuropeanCommission [11], the
specificities of island regions must be recognized and addressed through differentiated
development measures. The priorities for these regions include:

• Improving and modernizing road and maritime transportation systems.
• Enhancing passenger and freight transport infrastructure (airports and ports).
• Diversifying the production base.
• Developing human resources.
• Promoting the natural and cultural heritage.
• Facilitating interregional cooperation within the EU.

Moreover, the European Parliament’s report on the preservation of European natural
and architectural heritage in rural and island regions highlights the necessity of dedicating
special attention to the safeguarding and improvement of the natural and cultural heritage
in Europe’s island areas [12]. The principles that must be considered in implementing
intervention measures in both rural and island areas are:
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• a sustainable balance between population and the environment
• the integrated approach of traditional rural areas
• the participation of local populations in the formulation and implementation of

policies and the alignment of their views with central planning.
• Continuous dialogue with civil society organizations and voluntary organizations

active in the field of cultural heritage.

Recognizing the significant impact of culture on the sustainable development of
islands [13], as highlighted by existing literature, the developing plans for the manage-
ment and preservation of cultural heritage in insular communities can be linked to the
promotion, protection, and enhancement through cultural tourism, cultural reserves, and
environmental conservation [14]. It is also imperative to acknowledge the significance
of empowering the local communities’ involvement in the formulation and execution of
islands’ sustainable development strategies, as they possess themost intimate knowledge
of their community’s requirements and priorities [15, 16].

1.2 ICTs in Cultural Heritage Management

In recent years, the management and promotion of cultural heritage has become increas-
ingly challenging due to the multiple evolving parameters that need to be considered
for effective action planning [17]. According to A. Giannakidis [18], digital tools can
be divided into two categories for the use of local communities and cultural organiza-
tions: Digital Documentation and Digital Communication. Digital Documentation tools
are essential for scientific interpretation, conservation, digitization, and management of
cultural heritage, such as a database or a Geographical Information System (GIS).

Digital Communication tools are crucial for disseminating cultural heritage and
increasing public access to it. In any case, these digital tools can significantly aid cultural
heritage protection bodies and aid in the sustainable management of cultural resources
[19, 20]. According to literature, Information, and communication technologies (ICTs)
play a critical role in cultural heritage management of isolated islands [21]. ICTs provide
a range of tools and platforms that can help address some of the challenges posed by
insularity in these regions [22, 23]. Some of the ways that ICTs can contribute to cultural
heritage management in isolated island contexts are [24–33]:

• Creating digital records and documentation of cultural heritage sites, which can be
used to preserve and protect these sites in the long term.

• Increasing the accessibility of cultural heritage sites, both physically and digitally,
by providing virtual tours, online databases, and other interactive resources that can
be accessed by a wider audience.

• Educating and raising awareness about the cultural heritage of isolated islands, by
providing information and resources to local communities and other stakeholders.

• Facilitating networking and collaboration among cultural heritage stakeholders,
including researchers, practitioners, and local communities.

Monitoring and evaluating the impact of cultural heritage management initiatives,
by providing real-time data and insights into the state of cultural heritage sites and the
effectiveness of conservation and management strategies.
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Also, academic research has extensively documented the intricate relationship
between tourismand technology, highlighting their interdependence [34, 35]. Thegrowth
and widespread use of ICT has had a profound impact on the tourism industry, with
far-reaching implications of achieving sustainability, fostering better partnerships with
stakeholders, and engaging in meaningful dialogue with the community [36]. Although,
the literature highlights the need for further investigation into the potential of using
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) to reduce the negative effects of
tourism and enhance its positive impact, particularly in conjunction with the promotion
and preservation of natural and cultural heritage [37]. In this study, using ICT applica-
tions to create data bases, will help the development management of an insular area. ICT
applications can also be used for data integration and mapping to provide management
organizations and local authorities with a clearer picture of conditions at the destination
for better decision-making [38].

2 Materials and Methods

The case study of the historic center of Megisti (Kastellorizo) was examined according
to the methodology as follows:

• Axis I: Analysis, documentation, modeling, and management of the Cultural and
Environmental assets.

• Axis II: Utilization of innovative ICT applications
• Axes III: Design and creation of new products for touristic local development
• Axis IV: Circular economy and social cohesion.

The methodology employed in the analysis of Kastellorizo was based on a compre-
hensive bibliographic review of relevant data pertaining to the island’s natural environ-
ment, historical background, architectural and cultural heritage, and social organization.
This holistic approachwas necessary to thoroughly comprehend the interactions between
these factors and their impact on the sustainable development of Kastellorizo. The bib-
liographic review aimed to provide a detailed and holistic assessment of the island,
capturing the full range of its physical, cultural, and social attributes. An active engage-
ment with local entities, such as the Municipality of Megisti as well as with members
of the community and relevant stakeholders, was requisite for the purposes of conduct-
ing an in-depth analysis. The information collected was combined with the findings of
the bibliographic review to describe an accurate representation of the current state of
Kastellorizo. The results of this procedure -organized into data sheets, along with the
local community’s aspirations for sustainable development and the preservation of cul-
tural and environmental assets of Kastellorizo, led to the proposals for the sustainable
tourism and energy efficiency initiatives on the island.
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3 Results and Discussion

3.1 Analysis of the Study Area – The Case Study of the Historic Center of Megisti
Island (Kastellorizo)

Megisti (Kastellorizo) is a Greek island of the Dodecanese Island complex in the south-
eastern Aegean Sea (Fig. 1a & 1b.). Megisti is the largest island (area 9, 1 sq.km.
Coastline 19,5 km.) of a cluster called Megisti or Kastellorizo complex and includes 13
islets. The most well-known of them are the islets Ro and Strongyli. Strongyli is the
easternmost tip of Greek territory and was the easternmost tip of the European Union
until Cyprus joined. Located just 1.25 nautical miles from the southwest coast of Asia
Minor of Turkey, 72 nautical miles from Rhodes and 328 nautical miles from the port
of Piraeus, [39] Megisti constitutes a significant national border of great geopolitical
importance and possesses a unique Aegean cultural identity.

Fig. 1. a.Megisti in the map of Greece

Megisti is connected to the mainland through ferry services from Piraeus and more
frequently from Rhodes. The Port Station of Megisti, which is part of the Port Fund of
Southern Dodecanese, covers port and sea activities and has Customs services. Despite
its small size, Megisti has an airport –4 km from the port- with connections to Athens
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and Rhodes, with more frequent flights during the summer and can be reached via the
island’s only asphalt road. Public transportation on the island includes taxi and summer-
only bus services, with boats also available for reaching the caves and beaches of the
complex’s islets.

The island of Megisti is characterized by its predominantly rocky terrain, with the
highest point being Vigla at an elevation of 273 m. The island is notable for the presence
of Paleokastro (Fig. 2a), the ancient acropolis that was inhabited until the early 20th
century and is located on the highest point of the island, Vigla [40].

Fig. 2. a. and b. Palaiokastro-the ancient Acropolis of Megisti & Blue Cave

The island’s morphological features include a steep coastline that creates a plateau
in the largest part of the island, seasonal small reservoirs, and the absence of sandy
beaches, as well as a few sea caves, including the Blue Cave, Parastas Hole, Katranztis
cave, Arnaoutis cave, and Colones cave. The Blue Cave (Fig. 2b), located in the southern
part of the island, is a particularly notable feature, with a length of 75 m and a height of
35 m, and is widely recognized as an international landmark. The only sandy beach on
the island is in the Mandraki (Fig. 3a) district of the settlement [41].

Fig. 3. a. and b.Mandraki & Historic center of Megisti

Archaeological evidence suggests that Kastellorizo was inhabited as early as the
Neolithic period, and during the Mycenaean and Minoan eras, it was considered a “mer-
chant” of Crete, with commercial relations with the Minoans. The port served as an
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intermediary station in transactions with Cyprus. During the Byzantine era, Kastel-
lorizo, along with the other islands near Rhodes, belonged to the provincial insular, and
later became part of the Kibyrraeots. During World War II, Kastellorizo was a crucial
military base and was used as a supply station by the British after the capitulation of Italy
in 1943. However, on October 17, German fighters began bombing the island, leading
to widespread destruction, and forcing its inhabitants to evacuate. The bombings ended
with the fire on July 6, 1944. Kastellorizo officially became part of Greece in 1948.[42]
In the first half of the 20th century, political instability and successive occupations by
European states prompted mass immigration from Kastellorizo. Most of the permanent
population immigrated to Australia, where they established a thrivingGreek community.
Today, the population of Megisti reaches 492 inhabitants according to the 2011 census
of ELSTAT.

The settlement of Megisti has an amphitheatrical layout and its history -as
aforementioned- is reflected in its current form. The urban gaps from the bombings
of the war are distinctive, and the houses have neoclassical elements (Fig. 3b.) due to
the area’s 19th century economic development. The street plan is irregular, and roads
were developed based on property lines rather than a plan, following the port’s relief
and form. The plateaus of the settlement are of interest. Megisti’s settlement (Fig. 4)
is characterized as a pre-existing settlement as of 1923 according to Greek legislation,
and is considered traditional, with a 1,000-m protection zone established to preserve
its character. The whole island is declared as an archaeological site and as an area in
need of special protection under the Presidential Decree 10-5-2002, which defines the
restrictions and special building conditions in the off-plan and out-of-settlement areas
of the island.

Mandraki 

Historic 

Center 

Fig. 4. The Historic center of Megisti (National Cadastre)

The cultural reserve of Megisti (Fig. 5) includes ancient monuments such as the
Lycian tomb, the castle of Agios Nikolaos, the Paleokastro, and the acropolis on Mount
Vigla. Significant Christian monuments include St. George of the Well, St. Mercury, St.
George the Sandrape, St. George of the Mountain, and the Holy Church of Constantine
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andHelen.More recentmonuments include themunicipal market building, the Santrapia
urban school, and the old mosque with the historical collection of Kastellorizo.

Fig. 5. Megisti complex’s cultural reserve

As far as infrastructure concerned, the island a has a Kindergarten and a school for
primary education, and a Gymnasium for secondary education. A regional clinic with
telemedicine and laboratory capabilities also serves the island.

Megisti is an arid island with no springs, so drinking water is transported from
Rhodes through an aquifer and stored in a 1000 sq. m tank in Profitis Ilias. The island
has a desalination plant in Mandraki that produces 60 sq. m of water per hour. A small
portion of the desalinated water is stored in the Prophet Elias tank for drinking, while the
rest is used for other purposes. Moreover, the island has a small reservoir with a capacity
of 82,500 cubic meters located at Kolia, intended to collect rainwater from the airport
and surrounding watersheds for the island’s water supply needs. The few crops on the
island, mainly family vegetable gardens, have minimal irrigation needs. The reservoir
project was completed in 2001, but it has never been filled due to sealing issues. The
island’s energy infrastructure is mainly the electricity grid, which is supplied by a PPC
autonomous station. Renewable energy sources, such as solar energy for domestic water
heating, are limited.

Due to the arid and rocky terrain of the island, there is limited development in the
primary sector. The only agricultural activity is mainly limited to fodder cultivation for
hay, family vegetable gardens, and olive groves for family consumption [43]. There
are 14 professional fishermen on the island with 11 small-sized fishing vessels, but the
inhabitants’ involvement in fishing is limited. Past attempts to establish a tuna farm
failed. There is no fishing shelter on the island and both professional and amateur boats



Enhancing Heritage Management for Sustainable Development 343

use the central commercial port. In the secondary sector, besides a bakery, there are
no processing units or craft enterprises related to primary sector products. The tertiary
sector is the most developed production sector onMegisti Island, with a thriving tourism
industry. The island gained worldwide recognition due to the Oscar-winning Italian film
“Mediterraneo” shot there in 1991 [44] and the spectacular total solar eclipse in 2006,
attracting visitors from around the world. The annual Kastellorizo documentary festival
“Beyond Borders” (Fig. 6) is also a significant contributor to the island’s prominence
and takes place on the Aegean border between West and East. The festival celebrates
culture and cinematography and is accompanied by parallel cultural activities, such as
art and photography exhibitions, training programs, and workshops, attracting both the
local and international community [45].

Fig. 6. “Beyond borders”-The international Documentary Film Festival of Megisti

3.2 Sustainable Development Initiatives in the Historic Center of Megisti

Within the framework of the National Development Program (NDP), the regional devel-
opment program (RDP) for the southern Aegean 2021–2025 is being prepared. The
South Aegean Region is the planning authority and the Special Service for the Manage-
ment of the Operational Program (OP) of the Aegean Region is the implementing body.
The RDP focuses on the insular character and geographical isolation of the region and
has five pillars: Smart Development, Green Development, Social Development, Infras-
tructure Development, and Extroversion. Effective administration support is essential
for the success of the mentioned development goals [46].

Moreover, the Ministry of Environment and Energy, the Natural Environment and
Climate Change Organization, and the Municipality of Megisti signed a memorandum
to fund a study on the comprehensive network mapping (Fig. 7) of 30 km of hiking trails
(1.the route of the settlement; 2. Megisti-Plakes- Agios Stefanos; 3. Megisti-Mounta-
Kastreli-Agios Stefanos; 4.MoniAgias Triadas- Cape Pounentis; 5.Megisti – Palaiokas-
tro; 6. Moni Agias Triadas-Agios Ioannis-Connectio with French Trail; 6A. Connecting
Leg of Routes 6,7,8; 7.Megisti- Moni Aghios Georgios tou Vounou; 8. Megisti-Avlonia-
Moni Aghios Georgios tou Vounou; 9. Megisti – Cape Niftis – Avlonia; 10. The French
Trail; 11. View Trail; 12; Charoupias’ Trail) [47].
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Fig. 7. Megisti’s proposed trails (according to the study of the Ministry of Environment and
Energy, the Natural Environment and Climate Change Organization, and the Municipality of
Megisti)

These initiatives are crucial and could led to Megisti’s sustainable development
through actions that utilize the cultural and environmental reserve. The trails will serve
as a bridge towards green development and preserve the environmental identity of the
island. In addition,

3.3 Utilizing Megisti’s Cultural and Environmental Heritage for Sustainable
Development: Proposals for the Island

A cooperative effort was undertaken with the Technical Chamber of Dodecanese and
local government to address the challenges faced by the Megisti island. Proposals were
formed after engaging with local stakeholders and integrating their aspirations into the
proposed sustainable development policy.During study area analysis, the cultural reserve
of Megisti was documented in sheets that identify the key elements of each monument,
including its name, administrative affiliation, location, type, architectural style, construc-
tion period, historical background, current and original use, protection status, conser-
vation status, building materials, damage, restoration efforts, photographs or drawings,
its spatial location, and its financing. Additionally, all the trails, natural heritage, and
the analyzed information were organized in data bases using ICTs applications, to make
efficient decisions on the sustainable management of Megisti island.
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The proposed system aims to promote the cultural heritage and natural environment
of the island within the context of sustainable development and circular economy. The
major challenges faced by the island include limited infrastructure, such as transport,
connectivity, and communication, and limited access to basic services like healthcare
and education. To address these challenges, interventions are divided into four cate-
gories: improving living conditions, upgrading the environment and daily life in deprived
areas, attracting alternative and sustainable tourismmodels, and safeguarding the island’s
geographical integrity.

Enhancement of Infrastructure
In theMegisti area, proposals for the development and promotion of the cultural and envi-
ronmental reserve necessitate appropriate infrastructure. This includes completing and
extending the ring road to reachDiakouri and Plakes, securing and protecting the recently
implemented desalination project with road access to the settlement, and establishing
road connectivity between the historic center andMandraki. To promote sustainable and
green development, the island’s public transportation system is proposed to be upgraded
with electric municipal buses. This will not only protect the settlement but also enhance
the living conditions for the permanent population.

In the context of infrastructure, the proposal for the redeployment of port facilities is
crucial for the historic center of Megisti to become a destination for visitors and protect
its historical form. According to the Foundation for Research and Technology – Hellas
(FORTH), the current port has limited capabilities with a narrow opening of 158 m and
a vertical distance to the entrance of 365 m. Additionally, the depths in the old port are
less than 20 m., making it challenging for larger ships to dock (Fig. 8).

Fig. 8. Port isobaths



346 A. E. Fafouti et al.

Additionally, the infrastructure of the existing port platform needs restoration to
prevent failures from increasing traffic. For the above reasons, but also after contacting
the local authorities, the following port rearrangement is proposed as follows (Fig. 9).

Fig. 9. Map of Megisti-Proposed rearrangement of port facilities

A new port is proposed in “Diakouri Bay” to accommodate commercial and military
activities, as well as larger cruise and commercial ships. This necessitates the expansion
of the ring road as previously recommended. The current port can be used for tourist
purposes, accommodating small andmedium-sized boats, allowing visitors to have direct
contactwith the settlement. In the degraded area ofMandraki,where the local community
wants the creation of a beach and upgrading of the coastal front, it is suggested to retain
part of the fish auction with the provision of modern facilities. Along with the proposed
infrastructure, crucial projects for the development of the island and the improvement
of life’s quality of its residents include the repair and restoration of the Kolia Mountain
reservoir. Its operation must be secured to promptly address any issues. Furthermore,
the installation of photovoltaics to utilize renewable energy sources (RES) in the form
of recent desalination plants will help reduce electricity costs and per capita expenditure
on electricity and water.

Interventions in the Settlement
The proposal aims to improve and preserve public spaces in the settlement through
renovations, starting with the redevelopment of the Kordoni of the Port. The project has
been submitted to the Ministry of Infrastructure, Transport and Networks, but further
studies are necessary to confirm the compatibility of the settlement’s aesthetics (such as
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benches, lighting, garbage bins, and public configurations) with the architecture, and to
restore the structural stability of the port’s quay to prevent coastal failures. A connection
of the settlement’s plateaus is proposed (Fig. 10) to highlight its history and create an
attractive route for visitors beyond the seaside. The configuration of public spaces as
part of a comprehensive redevelopment plan of the settlement would further emphasize
the interventions of the historical building stock. The selected plateaus, including the
Plateau of Aghios Georgios tou Pigadiou, the Museum plateau, the Documentary Film
Festival plateau, the Mandraki Pier, and the Municipal Market, are key points of social
activity in the settlement.

Fig. 10. Map of Interventions in the historic center of Megisti

The plateau of the Metropolis holds the island’s most important public buildings,
including the metropolitan church of Constantine & Helen, the Church of Agios Niko-
laos, and the Church of St. George of Lucca. The Sandrapeia School, a miniature of the
University of Athens, and the Girls’ School are also noteworthy. The pebbled floor of
the square is of special aesthetic interest and should be highlighted.

In the degraded area of Mandraki, which served as the second port of Kastellorizo
until the 19th century as a ship repair zone, a proposal for its compatible revival and
restoration on the left side of the bay is proposed. The area, located near the Metropolis
plateau, could host a naval technology exhibition, including outdoor exhibitions and
cultural events during the summer months, either outdoors at the pier of Mandraki or
indoors at theGirls’ School. The creation of a tourist shelter near the pier is also proposed,
without affecting existing or proposed functions of the area. In response to the residents’
request for a developed coastal front and accessible beach, a beach can be created on
the right side of the bay near the cemetery area. Finally, a critical issue for the region of
the island complex is the resolution of the settlement’s borders and the proclamation of
a General Urban Plan.
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Cultural and Sea Routes in the Island Complex of Megisti
The study of trails, as aforementioned, plays a crucial role in enhancing the promotion
of cultural and environmental heritage. The study provides a comprehensive analysis of
the technical and qualitative aspects of twelve trails, spanning a total length of thirty
kilometers. The proposed network of trails can incorporate markers of declared monu-
ments through the utilization of QR Codes and smart applications. The information is
organized in an integrated database and can be used to facilitate the visitors. Further-
more, at the Municipal Market square, visitors can access a QR Code through an app to
obtain information on the trails, including length, degree of difficulty, estimated time,
and points of cultural and environmental interest. This enables the creation of a digital
navigation map.

It is also noted that promoting sea routes is crucial for the entire Megisti Island
complex. Given the rich coastal and underwater environment, as well as the unique
caves, sea routes offer the potential to expand tourist activities and visits, while also
contributing to the recognition of the national space in all islands within the complex.

Promoting Conference Tourism
As a national and European border, Kastellorizo presents a unique opportunity for pro-
motion as a destination for conferences and alternative forms of tourism. The island
boasts important natural and cultural resources, making it suitable for combining with
marine and hiking tourism. Given its geopolitical significance and size, Kastellorizo is
well-positioned to host significant conferences and speeches, generating increased inter-
est from visitors and international attention. This projection can be achieved through
the effective engagement of delegates who are well-respected and financially well-off
individuals, without incurring significant expenses.

The promotion of Kastellorizo as a destination for conferences and alternative
tourism offers the potential to extend the tourist season beyond the summer months
and bring economic benefits to the local population through high tourist spending. The
establishment of conference facilities and visitor services is essential for the effective
organization of conferences and can lead to the creation of new employment opportuni-
ties. The improvement of the island’s infrastructure and connectivitywith themainland is
a prerequisite. The traditional Stamatiou School building, which is owned by theMunic-
ipality of Megistis and was originally established in 1903 as a kindergarten, is proposed
as the primary conference venue. The building, located on the plateau of Aghios Geor-
gios tou Pigadiou, was converted into a Cultural Center in 1999, but was unfortunately
destroyed in a fire in 2016. In 2018, the Stavros Niarchos Foundation donated for the
study of restoration and reuse of the Cultural Center in Kastellorizo.

4 Conclusions

Megisti Island possesses a unique potential to serve as a model for sustainable devel-
opment design, practices, and innovation in insular areas. The integration of digital
documentation and ICTs, along with the involvement of international educational and
research institutions, holds great promise for the protection and promotion of the island’s
environmental and cultural heritage, and the development of new tourism models. The
ongoing investment and growth in tourism, despite the challenges posed by the pandemic,
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further underscores the dynamic nature of the tourism sector in insular regions. Themain
objective of the proposals formulated was the creation of sustainable tourist activities
that respect the environmental and cultural resources and the establishment of conditions
necessary for new job creation and potentially attracting a permanent population.

The crucial role of ICT applications in documentation was one of the key conclu-
sions drawn, with the creation of efficient databases serving as a crucial tool for local
governments in making decisions towards sustainable development.

The success of sustainable development on an island is closely linked to the well-
being of its residents. The participation of local communities and leadership in dis-
cussions about the sustainable development of Megisti was therefore deemed vital. The
proposals prioritize the involvement and awareness of the island’s residents in preserving
their cultural heritage and emphasize the importance of empowering the local commu-
nity and supporting cultural initiatives as the foundation of any efforts to promote the
island.
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