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1 Introduction

In our daily life we are surrounded by granular materials like soil, sand, coffee, nuts,
food- or detergent-powders, pharmaceutical products like tablets, and many others.
Granular materials constitute over 75% of raw materials feedstock to industry, includ-
ing pharmaceutical, mining, agriculture, chemical, biotechnological, textile, etc. In
spite of their ubiquity and apparent simplicity, their behavior is far from being fully
understood. This leads to the loss of about 10% of the world’s energy consumption in
processing, storage and transport of granular materials, and to various risks related,
e.g. to avalanches or landslides due to instability of slopes or foundations.

Granular materials behave differently from usual solids or fluids and show peculiar
mechanical properties like dilatancy, history dependence, ratcheting and anisotropy.
The behavior of granular materials is highly non-linear and involves irreversibility
(plasticity), possibly already at very small strains, due to rearrangements of the
elementary particles [1-3]. Furthermore, complex soil behavior also originates from
the multi-phase nature of these materials that exhibits both elastic and plastic non-
linearities due to solid-fluid coupling.

Mixtures of different type/size particles have become a key research topic in
recent years due to their wide range of applications in engineering [4-9], e.g. sand-
rubber mixtures in asphalt. The reuse of waste rubber tires creates a win-win situation
whereby non-biodegradable tires are given a new lease of life. Understanding gran-
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ular mixtures poses still formidable challenges, in particular for complex mixtures
with more than one particle species and phase. However, such granular mixtures can
exhibit tailored mechanical properties—better than each of the ingredients—due to
the interplay of small-big, soft-stiff, and smooth-angular particles.

In analogy to “classical" solids, the behavior of granular materials depends on
the amount of deformation the sample is subjected to. Roughly speaking, we can
distinguish (i) an elastic regime at very small strain, (ii) a non-linear elasto-plastic
regime that holds from small to intermediate strain, and (ii7) a fully visco-elaso-
plastic regime at large strain and strain rates, where the material flows (solid to fluid
transition) at constant stress and volume—if sheared long and fast enough. A special
note on the elastic regime should be given: soil behavior is considered to be truly
elastic only in the range of extremely small strains (¢ < 10~*). For slightly higher
strain, soil may exhibit a non-linear stress-strain relationship, stiffness being almost
fully recoverable when unloading. For larger strain, the material deforms irreversibly
and deformations are permanent (plastic). In all cases, the elastic material stiffness
is defined only for small strain and can be found from measurements of the (shear)
wave velocity in situ and laboratory tests by probing, i.e. incremental stress-strain
tests.

Understanding the effective mechanical properties of closely packed, dense gran-
ular systems is of interest in many fields, such as soil mechanics, materials science
and physics. The main difficulty arises due to discreteness and disorder in granular
materials starting at the particle scale, which requires a multi-scale approach. The
concept of an initial purely elastic regime at small strains for granular assemblies is
an issue still under debate in the soil mechanics community. Approaches that neglect
the effect of elastic stored energy are as questionable as approaches that ignore the
dynamics.

For many geotechnical structures under working loads, the inherent deformations
are small. The regime of deformation where the behaviour can be considered lin-
ear elastic is infinitesimal, with nonlinear and irreversible effects present already at
small strains. Nevertheless, characterisation of the stiffness of soils is important, as it
provides an anchor on which to attach the subsequent stress-strain response [10, 11].
Features visible in experiments, like the propagation of acoustic waves, can hardly be
described without considering an elastic regime. Mechanical waves are perturbations
moving through space and time in a medium where the small deformations leads to
elastic restoring forces. This causes a transfer of momentum or energy through parti-
cle contacts without or with little mass transport. The propagation of the mechanical
wave through the medium can give valuable information on the state, the structure
and the mechanical properties. Through wave propagation with small amplitudes,
one can examine a packing without sample disturbance or destruction which makes
it possible to probe different situations.

In recent decades, the Discrete Element Method (DEM) has become increasingly
popular as a computational tool to model granular systems in both academia and
industry [12-14]. To date, due to an increase of computer power, considerable sci-
entific advances have been made in the development of particle simulation methods
resulting in an increasing use of DEM. It is a powerful tool to inspect the influence
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of the microscopic contact properties of the individual constituents on the effective
(bulk) behavior of granular assemblies.

The purpose of this contribution is to improve the understanding of basic mech-
anisms in particle systems and to guide further developments for new macroscopic
constitutive models. It is organised as follows: in Sect. 2, the classical relations
between wave velocity and elastic moduli in a solid are reviewed; Sect. 3 intro-
duces the wave propagation technique including the interpretation of experimental
results; Sect. 4 investigates the effects of inter-particle contact properties on the elastic
bulk and shear modulus by applying isotropic and deviatoric perturbations. Further
numerical results are compared with experiments. Finally in Sect. 5, we summarise
by mentioning the key points of the research and close with an outlook.

2 Waves and Elasticity

A wave is an elastic perturbation that propagates between two material points through
a material body (bulk waves) or on the surface (surface waves) without plastic defor-
mation [15]. In the case of bulk waves the acoustic-elastic effect is related to the
change in the wave velocity of small amplitude waves due to the stress state of the
body.

In the present section, we will review the relations between the elastic characteris-
tics and the velocities of acoustic waves, in the longitudinal and transversal directions
[16]. Let us consider a three-dimensional body with density p. It is assumed that the
material body is homogenous, isotropic and linear-elastic. A volume element sub-
jected to a force F; in direction i will undertake a displacement du; in the same
direction. The stress change due to the propagation of the wave in the body is given
by the local form of the balance of momentum [17]:

a0, ij
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with the Cauchy stress o;; and ii; displacement (second time derivative) of the volume
element in directions i, j = 1, 2, 3. On the other hand, the constitutive relation for
the elastic body holds, that relates the stress tensor to the strain ¢;; via the 4th order
elasticity tensor C;jx

0ij = Cijki€u- ()

In the isotropic case, Eq. (2) becomes Hook’s law of linear elasticity

Ojj = )\Ekkfgij + 2G6,‘j, (3)
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3
where summation convention is implied €;; = Z €;;, with G and A the shear mod-

i=1
ulus and Lamé coefficients respectively, and the linear strain tensor is given by
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The bulk modulus is related to the previous quantities as K = A + (2/3)G.
Using Egs. (3)-(4) in Eq. (1), the equation of motion becomes

8214,‘ _ 0 )\au, +G82M,‘ +G d 8u,» (5)
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From Helmbholtz decomposition, the displacement vector # can be written in terms
of ascalar potential ¢ and a vector potential Yy :u = V¢ + V x i, where the tensorial
notation has been used for the sake of brevity. Thus Eq. (5) transforms to
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Equation (6) is known as the wave equation and splits longitudinal and transversal
modes of propagation. The first term in Eq. (6) depends only on ¢, related to prop-
agation of waves in the longitudinal direction, while the second term depends on
the vector potential ¥, associated with transversal waves. As both terms must be
separately zero to satisfy Eq. (6), we obtain the two wave modes for isotropic, homo-
geneous linear-elastic media. The longitudinal is always faster than the transversal
wave mode. Thus, it is also denoted as the P-wave (primary wave). The (slower)
transversal wave is known as the secondary wave or S-wave (shear wave).

Finally, if we introduce the longitudinal and shear components of the displacement
related to ¢ and Y asup = V¢ and us = V x . From Eq. (6) we can derive the
velocities of the longitudinal and transversal waves for the isotropic elastic body:

vy 6456 Vszﬁ -
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Note that local rotations do not occur in longitudinal waves at the material point,
while volume changes are not present in transversal waves.

The P-wave can move through solids and fluids (as well as gases), like water or the
liquid layers of the earth. P-waves are also known as compressional waves, because
of the pushing and pulling responses they generate. Subjected to a P-wave, particles
move in the same direction as that of the wave moving (shaking the ground in the
direction they are propagating). The second type of body wave is the S-wave or sec-
ondary wave or shear wave, which is the second wave one can feel in an earthquake
(shaking the ground perpendicular to the direction in which they are propagating).
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S-waves are slower than P-waves and can only move through solids, not through
liquids medium, i.e. shear waves require a medium with shear stiffness to propagate,
G > 0; thus, they are filtered in fluids. It is this property of S-waves that led seis-
mologists to conclude that the Earth’s outer core is a liquid. When observing Eq.
(7), some aspects appear: (i) the propagation velocity increases with the stiffness
of the material and decreases with its mass density (inertia) these characteristics
being constants in a given solid bodys; (ii) the velocity of transversal waves is smaller
than the velocity of longitudinal waves, given the relative values of the moduli; iii)
wave velocities of isotropic, homogeneous, linear-elastic media are not a function of
frequency, i.e. the medium is non-dispersive.

3 Experimental Study of Small Strain Stiffness

Characterization of mechanical (elasto-plastic) properties has traditionally been
made in a triaxial apparatus using precise displacement transducers or in resonant
column devices. In recent years, several methods became commercially available to
determine the elasto-plastic response of geomaterials both in the laboratory and in
the field [18, 19].

The laboratory tests are classified as dynamic or static, as described in Table 1.
Dynamic testing is performed at a strain rate high enough to initialize an inertial effect
within the specimen, whereas static testing is conducted at a much lower repetition
rate at which inertial effects are negligible.

3.1 Wave Propagation Technique

Among experimental characterization techniques, ultrasound wave propagation is
widely accepted for their rapid, non-destructive, and low-cost evaluation. Through
transmission techniques for determining one-way travelling times, which includes
BE (Bender Elements) and UT (Ultrasonic Transducers) technology, has been gaining
popularity as an experimental method due to its relative ease of obtaining the modu-
lus of a material. The instrumentation consists of a pair of piezoelectric transducers,

Table 1 List of experiments classified as static or dynamic and their strain levels [20, 21]

Type of test Strain (%)
Static Triaxial (TX) >1074
Dynamic Resonant column (RC) 1075102

Bender element (BE) <1073

Ultrasonic transducer (UT) <107*
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Fig. 1 Schematic drawing of an experimental setup of wave propagation testing [23, 24]

function generator, signal amplifier, voltage divider for the input signals and digital
oscilloscope, and signal amplifier/filter. Usually transducers are installed along the
axis of the cylindrical sample, i.e. at the top and bottom of a triaxial or oedometric
cell, to probe the stiffness of the soil along a given stress path [22]. Figure 1 shows a
schematic drawing of the setup and the peripheral electronics. The transmitting trans-
ducer transfers the high-voltage electrical signal to a mechanical excitation which
is finally propagating through the medium. The receiving piezoelectric transducer
receives the propagating mechanical excitation and transforms it back to low-voltage
electric signal which will be amplified and acquired with the storage oscilloscope.
From the speed-of-sound of the first arrivals and the geometry of the sample, the
resulting elastic wave velocities could be obtained. Finally by knowing the elastic
wave velocities as measured with the wave-based techniques and total mass density
of the media, the stiffness of the materials can be determined.

The signal-to-noise ratio is improved by repetitive averaging of a sufficient number
of detected signals using the digital oscilloscope and a computer for further process-
ing. Concerning the travel time (¢) and distance (L), necessary to calculate the wave
velocity (V = L/t), the determination of travel distance (between transducers) is
generally considered the less problematic of the two [25, 26].

The longitudinal velocity V), and the transversal velocity V, can be measured by
using P-wave or S-wave transducers respectively. The longitudinal, P-wave modulus
M is related to the P-wave velocity V,, in the medium by

M= pV?, ®)

where p is the bulk density of the sample, which is related to porosity ¢ and particle
density p,, as: p = (1 — ¢)p,. Note that p stands for rubber or glass, i.e. p = {r, g}.
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3.2 Procedure and Results

Uniform glass and rubber particles with similar size (diameter: d, = d; = 4 mm) are
used in this study to prepare cylindrical specimen with different volume fractions of
glass and rubber beads.

Glass-rubber samples were prepared with variable rubber content, v = 0, 0.1,
0.2, ..., 0.9, 1.0, where v = 0 is composed of glass particles only and v = 1.0 of
rubber particles only [27, 28]. All specimen are tested in our custom-made triaxial
cell with sample diameter equal to D = 10 cm and two sample heights, H = 10 cm
and 7 cm. Granular samples are compressed in the axial direction via the top piston
in subsequent stress increments. At each step the radial stress is corrected to match
the axial stress. Water is used as confining fluid for the samples enclosed by a rubber
membrane. At each pressure level (from 50 to 350 kPa), a high voltage burst signal
is excited at top to measure the time of flight.

We limit our studies to the compressional P-waves, since the transducers are
mounted on the longitudinal direction. The mass density of samples at different
rubber content is p = (1 — v)p, + vp,, where p, and p, are true mass densities of
glass and rubber beads, respectively.

By means of Eq. (8), we can then calculate the P-wave modulus of the granular
mixtures tested in the triaxial cell. Figure 2a shows the evolution of the bulk stiff-
ness with the rubber content for all mixtures at different pressure levels. The figure
shows that the compressional modulus remains fairly constant by increasing the vol-
ume of the rubber content to v = 0.3. Since the majority of particles are glass, the
wave velocity is controlled by glass medium. In the case of high pressure, adding
a small amount of soft particles surprisingly enhances the effective P-wave mod-
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Fig. 2 a P-wave modulus against rubber fraction. b P-wave modulus against confining stress in
log-log, see Ref. [33]



332 K. Taghizadeh et al.

ulus measured from longitudinal ultrasound investigations of the medium and the
highest modulus is observed at v &~ 0.2. Thus, granular mixtures can be manipulated
to obtain aggregates with even higher stiffness, but lighter and more dissipative,
thanks to rubber, when appropriate external conditions are matched (in this case the
pressure) [29]. Between v = 0.3 and 0.6, there is a considerable drop in the wave
velocity which is the transition from glass- to rubber-controlled media. Increasing the
amount of rubber particles (i.e. the rubber content v) reduces the effective stiffness.
The modulus is again relatively stable between v = 0.6 to 1 which is linked to the
dominance of the rubber media.

In Fig. 2b, M-modulus is plotted against confining pressure p¢ (boundary value
problem in Fig. 1). The slopes of the M-lines with P are almost constant for v < 0.3
and it follows the expected scaling M P53 [2, 30, 31]. While the behavior sud-
denly tends to change by increasing the rubber content (for v = 0.4 and 0.5). For
these samples with intermediate rubber content, the scaling law of the M-modulus
with pressure P is M P? witha power higher than the typical scaling (P 3 ). Such
a change in the slope is due to the creation of new particle media by incorporating
rubber particles [32]. Further on, the modulus becomes almost independent of pres-
sure for higher rubber content. As already observed in Fig. 2a, samples with v = 0.6
to 1 do not show significant dependence on pressure. The reason for this is related to
the softness of rubber particles which deform so high such that they lose the nature
of point-to-point contact, i.e. contacts between particles become surface contact.

3.3 Attenuation

When a mechanical wave propagates through a medium, a gradual decay of the wave
amplitude can be observed before the wave diminishes, partly for geometric reasons
because their energy is distributed on an expanding wave front, and partly because
their energy is absorbed or damped by the material they travel through. The energy
absorption depends on the material properties. Amplitude is directly related to the
acoustic energy or intensity of the travelling ultrasound wave. In certain materials,
sound pressure (amplitude) is only reduced by the spreading of the wave. The effect
produced is to weaken the sound. ‘Scattering’ is the reflection of the sound waves
in directions other than its original direction of propagation. ‘Absorption’ is the
conversion of the sound energy to other forms of energy. The combined effect of
scattering and absorption is called attenuation of seismic waves and is an important
characteristic, e.g. in seismology.

Attenuation is commonly characterized by the quality factor Q. It is most often
defined in terms of the maximum energy stored during a cycle, divided by the energy
lost during the cycle. Q reflects the energy attenuation of seismic waves in subsurface
media as:

Energy of seisemic wave _ 2m|A(f) 2

= = , 9
Energy dissipated per cycle of wave A|A(f)|? ©)
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where |A(f)|? is the energy of the wave, A|A(f)|? is the change in energy per cycle.

Among various methods [34—40] of measuring attenuation from ultrasound data,
the spectral ratio method [41] is most common perhaps because it is easy to use and
most stable. Computation of the spectra of the wave and evaluation of the logarithmic
ratios for two receivers at depth L and L, yields:

A(f) _ _m(n—1n)
Ay (f) 0

In ‘ f +cte, (10)
where A;(f) and A,(f) are the amplitude spectra at different lengths, f is the
frequency, #; and 7, are the travel time from source to receiver at length L; and L,,
and cte is a fitting constant.

To employ the spectral-ratio method for our mixture samples, we perform tests
on samples with two different lengths, 7 and 10 cm. As we have found an interesting
mechanical response from the stiffness analysis (Fig. 2), we dedicate our attention
to samples with low rubber content.

Values of damping (loss factor) Q' are plotted against the rubber content in
Fig. 3a (up to v = 0.3) for different pressure levels. It is observed that when the
amount of rubber increases, the quality factor parameter Q! decreases with confinig
pressure P and increases in a linear fashion, irrespective to the pressure level, i.e. the
system is more dissipative by increasing the amount of soft inclusions. Figure 3b
demonstrates the systems damping in another fashion where Q! is plotted versus
the confining pressure. As expected, there is a systematical increase of damping
by adding soft particle [42, 43]. Combining the observations in Figs. 2 and 3, we
summarize that adding roughly about 20% of soft inclusions strongly improves the
damping of the system (about 30%), and increases its stiffness (upto 15%) and
yet results in a lighter sample (about 15%). Such an effective acoustic behavior of
binary mixtures can obviously not be predicted by the application of simple mixture
interpolation rules [23].

1

4 Numerical Modelling—Discrete Element Method

Modelling granular materials can help us to understand their behaviour on the micro-
scopic scale, and to obtain macroscopic continuum relations by a micro- macro tran-
sition approach. The Discrete Element Method (DEM) allows to inspect the influence
of microscopic contact properties of its individual constituents on the macro bulk
behavior of granular assemblies. In this study we use DEM to explore the elastic
response of dry frictional granular materials.
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4.1 Discrete Element Method

If the total force f; acting on particle 7, either due to other particles and boundaries
or from external forces, is known, then the problem is reduced to the integration of
Newton’s equations of motion for the translational and rotational degrees of freedom,

o fi+ & 1, d t (11
i~ =i i8> i Wi =1,
Mo mi& ar?

with m; the mass of particle i, r; its position, f; = ). f the total force acting
on it due to contacts with other particles or with the walls, g the acceleration due to
volume forces like gravity, I; the spherical particle’s moment of inertia, w; its angular
velocity and 1; = ), (l,‘ x ff+ q,‘) the total torque, where g/ are torques/couples
at contacts other than the torques due to the tangential force, e.g., due to rolling and
torsion, and [{ the vector from the particle’s centre of mass to the contact point [14].

The equations of motion are thus a system of D + D(D — 1)/2 coupled ordinary
differential equations to be solved in D dimensions. The solution of such equations is
straightforward, using numerical integration tools such as the ones nicely described
in textbooks [44, 45]. The typically short-ranged interactions in granular media allow
for further optimizations by using linked-cell spatial structures or alternative methods
[44—46] in order to make the search for colliding particles more efficient. In the
case of long-range interactions, (e.g. charged particles with Coulomb interaction, or
objects in space with self-gravity) this is not possible anymore, so that more advanced
methods for optimization have to be applied. Here we restrict ourselves to short-range
interactions [47].
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Specifically, two spherical particles i and j, with radii a; and a;, respectively,
interact only if they are in contact, that is, their overlap

d=(ai+ta;)—(ri—rj)n (12)

is positive, § > 0, with the unit vector n = n;; = (r; — r;)/|r; — r;| pointing from j
to i. The force on particle i, from particle j, at contact ¢, can be decomposed into a
normal and a tangential part as ¢ := fl; = f"n + f't.In the following, we specify
1; for some different models that take into account increasingly complicated grain
interactions.

4.2 Force Laws

4.2.1 Linear Normal Contact Model

Linear normal forces are the most simple contact laws between two particles [48,
49]. They are based upon a damped harmonic oscillator between two particles and
involve a linear repulsive and a linear dissipative force in normal direction:

fn =ké + YoUrel (13)

with a spring stiffness k, a viscous damping yy, and the relative velocity v, in the
normal direction v, = —(v; —V;) -n = 5. An advantage of the linear contact force
law is that the half-period of a oscillation around an equilibrium position resembles
the contact duration, 7. = 7 /w, and can be calculated analytically [50], via:

2
= LA (ﬂ) (14)

m; j 2m,' j
where m;; = mm;"ni
i J
From Eq. (14) it is possible to obtain the coefficient of restitution which quantifies
the ratio of relative velocities after (primed) and before (unprimed) the collision:

is the reduced mass and w is the eigenfrequency of the contact.

’
_ _ yote
Vel

re=—%=¢ i (15)
Urel

For a deeper discussion of the coefficient of restitution and other, more realistic,
non-linear contact models, see e.g. [50-52].

The time-step size used in the simulations should be smaller than the contact
duration. Here, At = 5’—0 is used for the simulations. Furthermore, notice that in the
extreme case of an overdamped spring, ¢, can become very large, and therefore the

use of neither too weak nor too strong dissipation is recommended.
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4.2.2 Hertzian (Non-linear) Contact Force

Instead of linear contact force law, Eq. (13), a non-linear contact force law can be
considered, which is based on the elastic contact theory:

f1 = E*deys62, (16)
with d,rr = ;iif'_ as the effective diameter and the effective Young’s modulus for
f. R,
two different material particles E* = éi—?j

The linear dissipation used in the linear contact force law can also be applied in
the Hertzian contact:

f" = E*Jdy8> + v (17)

Instead of the linear dissipation non-linear options are also available [50]. The
Hertzian contact can for example be extended by assuming the material to be non-
linierly viscoelastic:

f" = E*\Jdogs5* + /88, (18)

where 7 is the Hertzian viscosity parameter. This latter force contact law is used in
the simulation for the mixtures, as it is known that the linear model represents the
experimental dissipation qualitatively wrong as shown in Ref. [50].

4.2.3 Tangential Force Law

The sliding/sticking friction model is based upon Coulomb’s law [53]. This law
couples the tangential and normal force: For sticking one has static friction f; <
WUs [ and for sliding one has dynamic friction, f; = u, f,. In the static situation a
restoring force account for the non-zero tangential force from the surface asperities.
To determine if the particle experiences static or dynamic friction a tangential test-
force is calculated in the same way as the normal force, which for the linear contact
force law gives:

ft = —k;s — ViUt rels (19)

and for the Hertzian normal contact the Mindlin tangential contact force is used:

ft = ks deff8 — YtV rels (20

where k; is the tangential spring stiffness and s is the relative shear displacement
between the two particle centres.

When test-force fulfils | f;| < fSC one has static friction. However, when | f;| > fSC
is fulfilled, sliding friction becomes active. In Eq. (19) the tangential relative velocity
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is needed, defined by v, ,; = v;; — n(n - v;;), where the total relative velocity of the
particle surfaces at the contact is given by:

v,-jzv,»—vj—l—a;nxw,-—i—a}nij (21)

with a/ = a; — § is the corrected radius.

4.3 Macroscopic Parameters

4.3.1 Strain

For any deformation, the isotropic part of the infinitesimal strain tensor €, (in contrast
to the true strain &) is defined as:

. €xx T+ €yy T €

de, = é,dt = 22— ¥ = = ;y = (22)
where €, = €,,dt with aa = xx, yy and zz as the diagonal elements of the strain
tensor ¢;; in the Cartesian x, y, z reference system. The integral of 3de, denoted by
& =3 f VVO dey, is the true or logarithmic strain, i.e. the volume change of the system,

relative to the initial reference volume, V; [54].

4.3.2 Stress

From the simulations, one can determine the stress tensor components (compressive
stress is positive as convention):

1
= | S - s ) @

peV ceV

with particle p, mass m?”, velocity v”, neighbouring particles in contact c, force f°
and branch vector [¢, while Greek letters represent components x, y, and z [55, 56].
The first sum is the kinetic stress (energy density) tensor while the second involves the
contact-force dyadic product with the branch vector. Averaging, smoothing or coarse
graining [57, 58] in the vicinity of the averaging volume, V, weighted according to
the vicinity is not applied in this study, since averages are taken over the total volume.
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4.3.3 Structural (Fabric) Anisotropy

Besides the stress of a static packing grains, an important microscopic quantity of
interest is the fabric/structure tensor. For disordered media, the concept of a fabric
tensor naturally occurs when the system consists of an elastic network or a packing
of discrete particles. A possible expression for the components of the fabric tensor
is provided in [55, 59]:

N
1 .
Fup = (FP) = v E vr E ngng (24)
peV c=1

where V7 is the particle volume of particle p which lies inside the averaging volume
V, and n°¢ is the normal vector pointing from the center of particle p to contact c.
Fyp are thus the components of a symmetric rank two 3 x 3 tensor.

4.4 DEM Simulation of Small-Strain Stiffness

In this section, we show how to use DEM simulations to study the elastic behav-
ior of granular materials. We use Discrete Element simulations to reproduce static
experiments for the characterization of the elastic stiffness of the granular packings.

Table 2 Summary and numerical values of particle parameters used in the DEM simulations

Property Symbol Value Units
Time unit ty 1 107¢s
Length unit Xu 1 103 m
Mass unit my 1 107 kg
Particle diameter (d) 2 Xy
Polydispersity dmax [dmin 3

Number of particles N 4096

Particle density P 2000 My /x3
Simulation time step | Aty p 0.0037 ty
Normal stiffness kn 10° my,/ t,f
Tangential stiffness ki /[ ko 0.2

Restitution coefficient |e 0.804

Coefficient of friction | u [0-10]

Normal viscosity Y =¥n 1000 my/ty
Tangential viscosity 798% 0.2

Background viscosity | y,/y 0.1
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We start our simulations from a set of non-overlapping particles randomly gen-
erated in a periodical cubic box at an initial volume fraction v = 0.3. The initial
configuration is compressed isotropically by constant compression strain-rate, & =
10~* s~!, until a given volume fraction v = 0.5. The system is then allowed to relax
at constant volume fraction until it reaches a stable state, which means that the par-
ticles dissipate kinetic energy and achieve a zero-pressure. This is followed by an
isotropic (slow) compression until the desired maximum volume fraction, v = 0.82
[60]. The same protocol is used for all samples. For the sake of simplicity, the linear
contact model was employed as force law between grains. Parameters used in sim-
ulations are summarized in Table 2. In order to investigate the elastic response, we
perform so-called strain probing tests in several points along the isotropic preparation
(pre-strain) compression path above jamming point (a volume fraction where sample
is no longer in fluid-like behavior) [61-63].

Here we consider isotropic prepared samples for which only two independent
moduli are needed to characterize the bulk material. The elastic constants K (bulk
modulus) and G (shear modulus) are chosen here.

After applying the sufficient relaxation, incremental pure volumetric or pure devi-
atoric strain are applied to the samples, in order to obtain the bulk and shear moduli,
respectively. Isotropic compression of samples is such that samples are homoge-
neously compressed along all directions; during pure shear, samples are compressed
along the x-direction and decompressed along the y-direction, while the z-direction
is kept stationary. Shear deformations are applied in the form of a pure shear, i.e.,
by having a displacement in the y-direction imposed on all particles that cross the
x-boundary and a displacement in the x-direction on all particles that cross the y-
boundary. One can obtain the samples bulk (K) and shear (G) moduli, by measuring
the incremental response to isotropic and shear deformation [60, 61, 64].

Since we apply infinitesimal strain perturbations, we do not expect slippage to
occur. However, the friction coefficient is set to infinity (& = 00) to prevent any
sliding at contacts during probing. For each calculation, we verify that the applied
strain is small enough to be in the linear response regime, i.e., the coordination number
does not vary during the applied incremental deformation and stress increments are
linear proportional to strain increments.

After probing the configurations, the effective elastic moduli of the granular
assembly are obtained as the ratio between the measured increment in stress and
the applied strain:

K* = 8P* /386y, & G*=48(0), —07,)/8 (xx — £3y) (25)
where P* = Pd/k, and o* = od/k, are the non-dimensional pressure and stress
quantities respectively. Hence, K* and G* are dimensionless elastic moduli. The
advantage of dimensionless moduli is that one can compare samples with different
size and type of particles. Results reported later are dimensionless, and for the sake
of simplicity, star superscript symbol * is neglected below.

We scan a wide range of inter-particle friction coefficients and volume fractions,
and apply small to very large deformations, in order to understand how the interplay of
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Fig. 4 Evolution of dimensionless a bulk modulus K and b shear modulus G with the respective
applied isotropic 38&y,; and shear d&, strain amplitudes at different pressure P = 0.01, 0.03, 0.06
and 0.9, for samples with friction coefficient & = 0.001. Corresponding dashed lines represent the
small strain elastic limit values of K and G

contact and system properties affects the microstructure and thus the elastic moduli.
The same procedure is applied for samples created with different values of friction,
w =0 — 10. As aresult, packings at the same density achieve different pressure and
microstructure.

As an example, the variation of the bulk and shear moduli with applied strain
amplitude is shown in Fig. 4 for ¢ = 0.001. The elastic moduli stay practically con-
stant for small amplitudes (36&,,; and d¢,, < 10~ with very slow particles move-
ment rate &; ~ 107>) and this can be considered the elastic regime. By increasing the
amplitudes of the perturbation, K and G start to increase and decrease non-linearly
respectively, i.e. packings are no longer in the elastic regime. The elastic regime
becomes larger for higher volume fraction and higher friction (data not shown here)
[65].

InFig. 5, the variations of the bulk K and shear G modulus are plotted with volume
fraction for packings with different coefficients of friction x. As expected, the elastic
moduli always increases with increasing density. However, the increase of the moduli
is slower for packings with high friction. We can relate this behavior to alower average
number of contacts (i.e. lower volumetric fabric F))) for samples prepared with higher
friction at the same volume fraction. The value of the initial fabric is proportional to
the number of contacts, and influences the subsequent evolution of the moduli.

When the elastic moduli are plotted against the isotropic fabric F), in Fig. 6, the
data for the bulk modulus approximately collapse in a unique linear scaling law,
implying a general relation between bulk stiffness and isotropic micro-structure:
K = Ko(F, — F,,) with F,,, & 2.2 and K = 0.1 for © = 0 [60] for > 0 see [66].
On the other hand, a numerical scaling was not found for the shear modulus G, even
if they follow a similar trend with v. Further investigations are needed. It is worth
mentioning that the coefficient of friction has no direct influence on the elastic moduli
as sliding is not activated during probing, it -oping = 00, but rather it effects K and
G indirectly through the preparation that leads to a different state variable F,.
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Fig. 6 Evolution of the normalized a bulk modulus K and b shear modulus G with volume fraction
v for different coefficients of friction, u, as shown in the legend

4.5 Comparison Between DEM and Wave Experiments

In this section we show the results of the numerical moduli for different rubber content
v and pressure states. Note that the applied pressure range in simulations is wider than
in experiments to gain more insight into the mechanical response of mixtures. Unlike
the results shown in the previous section (Sect. 4.4), here the frictional Hertzian
contact model was employed for normal contact interactions between two particles;
since it captures experimental results better than the linear model. Material properties
of glass and rubber are given in Table 3.

In Fig. 7, the P-wave modulus, M, versus pressure is plotted. It is found that the
modulus decreases monotonically with the rubber content from v = 0.0 to v = 1.0.
In this respect, simulations are not able to reproduce the macroscopic behavior
observed in Fig. 2, from the experiments with maximum M at v # 0. We asso-
ciate the mismatch to the adopted contact model not appropriate to properly describe
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rubber-rubber and rubber-glass interactions. Finding a better contact model is sub-
ject to ongoing study. The simulations are not expected to exactly reproduce the
experimental observations. Rather, the simulations are valuable because they pro-
vide information that is not available in the laboratory tests. However, when exper-
iments and simulations are directly compared in Fig. 8, interesting information can
be inferred. For the sake of clarity, only three cases are shown, namely, v = 0.05,
v = 0.5and v = 1.0. Simulations with v = 0.05 capture the experimental data quan-
titatively, noticeably without any calibration. On the other hand, when looking at the
the packing v = 0.5, the qualitative trend is well captured by simulations even if
actual experimental values are higher than the simulated ones.

Finally, for the case v = 1.0, where the experimental moduli are pressure inde-
pendent, simulations are far from experiments in qualitative trend.

By summarizing the previous observations, a three regime scenario shows up. In
the glass-dominated regime (G), waves do transmit via a glass beads network, where
simulations based on Hertzian interactions are able to reproduce the macroscopic
behavior. In the intermediate regime (I) waves still have a preferential path via glass

Table 3 Pr ope.rties of glass Used material Glass Rubber
apd rubper Partlcles: Further properties
simulation information can be -
found in Refs. [23, 33, 67] Diameter (mm) |4 4
Mass density 1540 860
(kg/m?)
Young’s modulus | 65000 1.85
(MPa)
Poisson’s ratio 0.24 0.46
Friction coefficient | 0.2 0.5
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bead chains. Here two mechanisms concur to shape the bulk behavior: (i) the density
of glass beads in the sample reduces with respect to case G and the actual values of the
moduli get lower; (ii) the number of contacts increases with pressure faster than in the
G-regime due to easy rearrangement of the rubber particles, that is the slope M (P)
gets higher. Finally, in the third regime (R), the behavior of the mixture is dominated
by the rubber beads, and the present simple DEM pair contact model cannot offer an
accurate representation of the system, because additional high deformation effects
need to be considered [67].

5 Summary and Outlook

These days, it has been well understood that grain-scale properties control the bulk-
scale behavior of the granular materials. The aim of this contribution was to study and
determine the micromechanical mechanisms that govern various phenomena in the
world of particles, leading to a better micro-based understanding of the macro-scale
response/mechanics of particulate systems.

At first, the elastic response of disordered granular soft-stiff mixtures was inves-
tigated experimentally by means of wave-propagation. We found that the behavior
is highly non-linear and also non-monotonic with increasing the fraction of soft
particles. The uni-axial P-wave modulus is deduced from the linear, uni-axial wave
speed and the bulk density of the sample where velocity is the ratio of (variable)
sample length and travel time, as measured by the transducers. While it is expected
that the stiffness (P-wave modulus) decreases when soft inclusions are replacing the
hard particles, interestingly, we observe a nonlinear behavior with a maximum in
stiffness at around 20% of soft content, before the stiffness drops and achieves the
same rubber-controlled stiffness above 60% soft content.
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In contrast to elastic properties, the enhanced dissipative and lightweight proper-
ties of the material (like soils, asphalt, etc.) behaves more as expected, when deliber-
ately adding dissipative, soft, light inclusions. This allows for a novel design method-
ology for calm, smooth, and smart materials that can be better in various aspects
than their separate components, e.g., higher stiffness and lightweight+damping, at
the same time, by adding softer, lighter components.

Numerical simulations using Discrete Element Method (DEM) on the parti-
cle scale have revealed the role of the microstructure in characterising the elastic
behaviour of granular materials. After preparation by isotropic compression of sam-
ples with different inter-particle contact friction, at various volume fraction, the
effective elastic moduli are determined from the incremental response by probing
isotropic and deviatoric deformations. DEM allows to understand the effects of mate-
rial parameters, where friction between particles enhances the macroscopic stiffness,
while affecting other properties at the same time, such as contact network and coordi-
nation number. Thus, selecting/calibrating parameters is an essential task to achieve
reliable quantitative agreement with experiments and to allow for predictions for
improved materials/designs.

Finally, the P-wave modulus obtained experimentally was compared with the
numerical results. While the simulations quantitatively capture the experimental
observations for samples at low rubber fraction, the present DEM data show a sys-
tematic decrease of the modulus with increasing the rubber fraction unlike the experi-
ments. Future work will focus on improving the contact models towards multi-contact
interactions and including the effects of the large deformations of the rubber particles
to understand if this improves agreement with experiments; another direction is the
extension of our small perturbation approach to elasto-plasticity and then predicting
the plastic, irreversible response of a granular assemblies under larger deformation
amplitudes.

Acknowledgements Authors acknowledge funding by the German Science Foundation (DFG)
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