
CHAPTER 7  

Peace Actions and Mainstream Media: 
Framing Nuclear Disarmament Protests 

in Welfare Sweden 

Anton Öhman 

In September 1983, Aftonbladet , one of Sweden’s leading tabloids, 
reported that the peace movement had been appointed “swede of the 
year.” The item was illustrated with an image of a peace demonstration. 
The demo was packed with smiling young women carrying banderols 
with “Unite the superpowers” and “Life, peace, one world” written on 
them.1 The following work is an effort to understand how this framing 
of the antinuclear peace movement as epitomizing “Sweden in 1983” 
was possible and how it can be located in the wider context of the Euro-
pean peace movement(s) and its relation to mass media. In Sweden, the 
media framing stands out as overwhelmingly positive compared to media’s

1 June Roos, “Årets svensk: Fredsrörelsen!” Aftonbladet (AB), September 3, 1983. See 
also: Ulf Nilsson, “PR-slaget om kärnvapen har börjat,” Expressen, January 6, 1983. 
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framing of the peace movement in other European countries and the 
Freeze movement in the US.2 In a comparative analysis between British 
and West German media portrayals of the nuclear disarmament move-
ment, Alexa Robertson finds that the representation of the early 1980s 
peace movement in the UK was not particularly flattering. While the West 
German news portrayal of the movements was more balanced, Swedish 
newspapers texts at large portrayed the peace actions more favorably.3 

Alice Holmes Cooper regards the West German INF (Intermediate-
range Nuclear Forces) protests as owing its “phenomenal success” to 
frame congruence between media and movement. However, Holmes 
Cooper misses the opportunity to probe the conditions and processes 
behind this similarity between public action framing and the media repre-
sentation of it, which was arguably even more prominent in the Swedish 
context than the West German. Collective actions against nuclear arms 
were a frequent element of mainstream media representation of “the 
peace movement.” I aim to see how mass media, being a catalyst factor 
for the upsurge of protests, relates to, conditions, and constitutes them. 
The appeal to and conceptions of common sense, how it is defined with 
regards to the logic of antinuclear protesting is central. How these protest 
actions were framed in the press is here an issue for further exploration. 
The framing of antinuclear protest highlights two things: first, the prob-
lems of disarmament movement actions, facing the ambiguously abstract 
and concrete existential threat of nuclear war,4 and second, the main-
stream media’s role in shaping protest in the Swedish 1980s. The claim 
is that in this case, these should be understood together. Through this,

2 Robert M. Entman and Andrew Rojecki, “Freezing Out the Public: Elite and Media 
Framing of the U.S. Anti-nuclear Movement,” Political Communication 10, no. 2 (1993); 
Alice Holmes Cooper, “Media Framing and Social Movement Mobilization: German 
Peace Protest Against INF Missiles, the Gulf War, and NATO Peace Enforcement in 
Bosnia,” European Journal of Political Research 41, no. 1 (2002); Alice Holmes Cooper, 
“Public-Good Movements and the Dimensions of Political Process: Postwar German Peace 
Movements,” Comparative Political Studies 29, no. 3 (1996); Alexa Robertson, National 
Prisms and Perceptions of Dissent: The Euromissile Controversy Reflected in Opinion and 
the News in the UK and FRG 1980–83 (Stockholm: Stockholm University, 1992). 

3 Robertson, National Prisms and Perceptions of Dissent, 138. 
4 Casper Sylvest, “Conceptions of the Bomb in the Early Nuclear Age,” in Non-Nuclear 

Peace, ed. Tom Sauer, Jorg Kustermans, and Barbara Segaert (Cham: Springer Interna-
tional Publishing, 2020); Spencer R. Weart, The Rise of Nuclear  Fear  (Harvard University 
Press, 2012). 
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this chapter distinguishes framing characteristics that have implications 
for the understanding of the Swedish 1980s disarmament movement and 
examines the interplay between movement and media in the framing of 
contentious action. 

Taken together, this leads to the questions: 

– How were early 1980s disarmament collective actions framed in 
Swedish mainstream newspapers? 

– What were the main framing tasks and mechanisms, and how does 
this connect to the specific Swedish situation? 

The concept of framing here offers a theoretical lens through which to 
analyze the content of the news articles and condense the wealth of 
different news stories into categories and examples.5 Subsequently, the 
framing of the following collective action events in media are exam-
ined: (1) a peace procession in Stockholm, (2) the Nordic peace marches 
to Paris and Minsk, (3) “the great peace rally” in Gothenburg, and 
(4) a demonstration and symbolic collective action of a human chain 
between the US and Soviet embassies in Stockholm. However, first a brief 
background of the early 1980s peace movement is in its place. 

The 1980s Peace Wave 

In the autumn of 1983 an estimated five million people in Western 
Europe protested against the Euromissiles. This provides a context for 
a “nonaligned” antinuclear peace movement and “détente from below,” 
in which Swedish actors and organizations participated with different 
approaches. This meant work for increased pressuring of governments 
and institutions through both formal and more unconventional methods. 
From UN negotiations, motioning, and establishing Nuclear-Weapons-
Free Zones to civil disobedience, peace camps, occupations, protest 
marches, documenting nuclear arms transports, human chains, study 
circles, happenings, boycott, and picketing. 

By the 1980s, modernity was increasingly questioned in broader 
groups. Alternative critiques were gradually integrated into society and

5 Jorg Matthes, “What’s in a Frame? A Content Analysis of Media Framing Studies 
in the World’s Leading Communication Journals, 1990–2005,” Journalism & Mass 
Communication Quarterly 86, no. 2 (2009). 
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co-opted by commercial forces over the decade.6 According to the soci-
ologist Katsuya Kodama, the 1980s peace movement in general terms, 
in Sweden, not only challenged military policies, but was part of the 
popularization of a wider development that questioned social structures, 
ways of thinking, life styles, and values.7 Peace researcher Jan Øberg has 
claimed, in contradiction to Kodama’s views, that the peace movements 
in the Nordic countries were protest movements rather than alterna-
tive movements, where an inclusive “all” were united against armament 
insanity.8 This chapter suggests that the framing was in line with the latter 
characterization but included elements from the first as well. 

Lawrence Wittner portrays the early 1980s disarmament protests as 
the third of three global disarmament waves. The first corresponded 
to Hiroshima, the second with the Cuban missile crisis and increased 
testing combined with the thermonuclear revolution in explosive yields. 
The 1980s protests concerned a new cold war escalation once the 1970s 
détente had waned and a re-actualization of the nuclear annihilation 
threat with the popularization of concepts such as Nuclear winter.9 The 
Nato two-track decision of 1979 with the deployment of new interme-
diate and short-range nuclear forces in western European Nato countries 
was widely understood as an intensifying event. In combination with the 
increasing nuclear armament of the eastern bloc and the launch of the 
Strategic Defense Initiative 1983, it called for action.10 Sweden, as the 
other West European nations, with this saw large portions of the public

6 For 1980s of antinuclear pop culture, see Eckart Conze, Martin Klimke, and Jeremy 
Varon, Nuclear Threats, Nuclear Fear, and the Cold War of the 1980s (New York, NY: 
Cambridge University Press, 2017). 

7 Katsuya Kodama, The Future of the Peace Movements (Lund: Lund University Press, 
1989). 

8 Jan Øberg, “Fredsrörelserna i Norden,” in Livsfarlig ledning: om samhället, miljön 
och fredsarbetet, ed. Maria Bergom-Larsson (Göteborg: Bokskogen, 1983), 98. 

9 Lawrence S. Wittner, The Struggle against the Bomb. Vol. 3, Toward Nuclear Abolition: 
A History of the World Nuclear Disarmament Movement, 1971 to the Present (Stanford, 
CA: Stanford University Press, 2003). 

10 Lorenz M. Lüthi, Cold Wars: Asia, the Middle East, Europe (Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press, 2020). For an overview of the Swedish security service’s 
perceptions of the peace movement see Magnus Hjort, Den farliga fredsrörelsen: säker-
hetstjänsternas övervakning av fredsorganisationer, värnpliktsvägrare och FNL-grupper 
1945–1990: forskarrapport till Säkerhetstjänstkommissionen (Stockholm: Fritzes offentliga 
publikationer, 2002). 
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taking a stand for disarmament, and rising membership in organizations 
such as the Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society (SPAS), Swedish Peace 
Committee (SPC), Swedish Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom (WILPF/IKFF), and Women for Peace (KFF).11 These organi-
zations were often internationally oriented, with numerous connections 
abroad. However, the frames of action differed between varying condi-
tions in national contexts. As we shall see, the Swedish media framing of 
peace protests was distinct in several instances. Conversely, an elaboration 
on the framing perspective is made in the following. 

The Framing Perspective: Media 

and Peace Movement Co-Framing 

To investigate the relationship between peace movement, collective 
action, and media I use framing as a conceptual tool. Erving Goffman 
suggests that people operate under the guidance of frames as schemata of 
interpretation, enabling the individual to orient, locate and comprehend 
occurrences.12 Legacy media and mainstream newspapers, which are here 
investigated, had the power to influence both the political agenda and 
framing during the early 1980s.13 

According to social movement scholars Walgrave & Vleigenhardt, the 
agenda is set in the intersection between media, protest, and how repre-
sentations are interpreted.14 This interpretation is dependent on framing. 
Alice Holmes Cooper’s work on the media’s framing of the West German 
peace protest is a concrete example of how framing operates. Holmes 
Cooper utilizes quantitative measures to assess the degree to which collec-
tive action frames and media frames converged. She argues that higher

11 Kim Salomon, Fred i vår tid: en studie i 80-talets fredsrörelse (Malmö: LiberFörlag, 
1985). 

12 Erving Goffman, Frame Analysis: an Essay on the Organization of Experience 
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1974). 

13 For media and news framing protest, see Kathrin Fahlenbrach, Erling Sivertsen, and 
Rolf Werenskjold, Media and Revolt: Strategies and Performances from the 1960s to the 
Present (New York: Berghahn, 2014). Especially Ch. 4. Baldwin Van Gorp, “Culture and 
Protest in Media Frames”, and Ch. 5. Sigurd Allern, “When Media Frame the News”. 

14 Stefaan Walgrave and Rens Vliegenthart, Protest and Agenda-Setting (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2019). 
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convergence of frames renders greater chances of success in mobilizing 
support. 

Social movement scholars Snow et al. see frames as mechanisms for 
articulation, linking various elements to convey a coherent meaning. 
Frames furthermore focus attention by directing the sensory concentra-
tion to the “in-frame” and excluding other things. Frames thus often 
implement a transformative function on the object, remodeling the “way 
in which objects of attention are seen or understood relating to other 
objects and/or to the actor.”15 These functions generate fertile grounds 
for qualitative interpretation of how news frames and shapes protests. 
The analysis is thus done by describing the explicit and implicit framing 
processes. In these processes, WUNC is a useful elaboration on factors 
that make protests powerful. Protestors who succeed in framing them-
selves as worthy, united, numerous, and committed exert more influence 
in this model. More events with higher turnouts (numbers) of people, 
displaying dignity (worthiness), a cohesive standpoint (unity), and that 
they truly care about the issue (commitment) increase the likelihood of 
achieving desired outcomes.16 

It is the interplay between the media framing the peace movement 
and the movement’s active employment of media (in the WUNC model, 
media coverage is understood as an intrinsic part of the action) in framing 
collective action that I call co-framing.17 If the media and movement 
framing converged the media representation of movement actions should 
in some way mirror the core framing tasks of collective action frames, 
hereby structuring the peace movement framing. These core framing tasks

15 David A. Snow, Rens Vliegenthart, and Pauline Ketelaars, “The Framing Perspec-
tive on Social Movements: Its Conceptual Roots and Architecture,” in The Blackwell 
Companion to Social Movements, ed. David A. Snow, Sarah Anne Soule, and Hanspeter 
Kriesi (Malden, MA: Blackwell Pub., 2017), 17. see also Hank Johnston and John 
A. Noakes, Frames of Protest: Social Movements and the Framing Perspective (Lanham: 
Rowman & Littlefield, 2005). 

16 Summarized in Ruud Wouters and Stefaan Walgrave, “What Makes Protest 
Powerful? Reintroducing and Elaborating Charles Tilly’s WUNC Concept” (unpublished), 
file:///C:/Users/an2281oh/AppData/Local/Temp/SSRN-id2909740.pdf. http://pap 
ers.ssrn.com/sol3/paperscfm?abstract_id=2909740 retreived 2023-03-28. 

17 Ruud Wouters and Stefaan Walgrave “What Makes Protest Powerful?” See also Ruud 
Wouters, “Patterns in Advocacy Group Portrayal: Comparing Attributes of Protest and 
Non-Protest News Items Across Advocacy Groups,” Journalism & Mass Communication 
Quarterly 92, no. 4 (2015): 898–914. 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/paperscfm?abstract_id=2909740
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/paperscfm?abstract_id=2909740
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are the diagnostic (what is wrong?), prognostic (what should be done?), 
and motivational tasks (by who and why?), constructing vocabularies that 
motivate people to partake. Snow, Vleigenthardt, and Ketelaars argue that 
the framing practices of media and the framing practices of social move-
ments are not inherently comparable categories. However, in the present 
analysis of the Swedish 1980s peace movement, I argue that these two 
framing practices cannot be separated. With this, the answer to the ques-
tions is sought by making a qualitative interpretation to understand how 
such peace movement action and media co-framing operated.18 

Following Holmes Cooper’s thesis of media-movement frame conver-
gence, the analysis of co-framing between media and collective actions 
should be seen in relation to the fact that the framing of protest in main-
stream media commonly operates by the “protest paradigm.” The protest 
paradigm implies that protests tend to be framed critically in mainstream 
media. In its widest conceptualization, McLeod and Hertog state that the 
protest paradigm combines unfavorable story framing, reliance on offi-
cially sanctioned sources and classifications, with pleas to public opinion, 
showing that the protesters are in the minority. In the case of the early 
1980s disarmament movement, Swedish public opinion was essentially 
against the missiles. As we shall see, this was not the only instance where 
the protest paradigm was turned around with the Swedish peace protest 
framings.19 

Robert Benford has published several papers elaborating on the aspects 
of the framing processes based on data on the nuclear disarmament 
movement, as well as a critical assessment of the framing perspective.20 

Benford demonstrates that social movement mobilization, recruitment 
and participation in the US disarmament movement relies on vocabu-
laries of severity, urgency, efficacy, and propriety. Assuming a degree of

18 Snow, Vliegenthart, and Ketelaars, “The Framing Perspective on Social Movements”. 
19 Douglas M. McLeod, and James K. Hertog, “Social Control, Social Change and the 

Mass Media’s Role in the Regulation of Protest Groups,” in Mass Media, Social Control, 
and Social Change: A Macrosocial Perspective, ed. David Demers and K. Viswanath (Ames: 
Iowa State University Press, 1999). 

20 Robert D. Benford, “’You Could Be the Hundredth Monkey’: Collective Action 
Frames and Vocabularies of Motive within the Nuclear Disarmament Movement,” The 
Sociological Quarterly 34, no. 2 (1993); Robert D. Benford, “Frame Disputes within the 
Nuclear Disarmament Movement,” Social Forces 71, no. 3 (1993); Robert D. Benford 
and David A. Snow, “Framing Processes and Social Movements: An Overview and 
Assessment,” Annual Review of Sociology 26 (2000). 
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generality, these vocabularies, if identified in the news reports from protest 
events, implicate that movement and media framings overlap. 

Material and Methodology 

Corresponding to the aims and questions, the investigation examines 
news articles on the disarmament movement protests. This material was 
obtained by searching the general news article database of the Swedish 
Royal Library, the Swedish Protest Database described by Jansson and 
Uba in this volume, and Sweden’s most extensive collection of news-
paper clippings. First, a distanced reading of the digitalized material was 
conducted with the aid of keyword search, where the whole content of 
articles of all major newspapers in the period is searchable. 

In the first search, the material/corpus and delimitation ranged from 
1975–1995. Figure 7.1 shows yearly mentions of the term peace move-
ment (fredsrörelse) in Swedish media. It is indicative of a movement 
“wave” a metaphor also used and generated by the peace movement itself, 
and in movement historiography. 

The search renders a general overview of the term “peace movement” 
trends, with a peak in 1982–1983. However, not all of these articles talk 
about protest events. Subsequently, the search was limited between 1979, 
the Nato two-track decision, and 1987, when the INF treaty went into 
force, thus delimiting the source material scope. I furthermore added 
“protest,” “demonstration,” and “disarmament” in all combinations with 
“peace movement” to achieve some level of saturation. This combined 
search resulted in 1027 texts from the major newspapers. As a result 
of this it was possible to go through the whole material. I limited the 
source material to sections of the newspapers that were not opinion

Fig. 7.1 Yearly “peace movement” term search. KB/Swedish Royal Library. 
www.tidningar.kb.se 

http://www.tidningar.kb.se


7 PEACE ACTIONS AND MAINSTREAM MEDIA … 173

pieces, debating texts, editorials, etc. as to focus on what was represented 
as news.21 After this followed a qualitative analysis of the content and 
form of the texts that reported on collective actions against nuclear missile 
deployment or for nuclear disarmament. The qualitative examination that 
follows is structured on illustrative cases of event framing, speaking to 
general notions of the peace movement framing. 

The Peace Procession December 12, 1980: 

Worthiness, Urgency, and the Wave Narrative 

On December 6, 1980, a (re)presentation of a collective disarmament 
action was printed in the Dagens Nyheter (DN) newspaper. It was a call to 
the people of Stockholm to join a collective action in the form of a Peace 
procession on the 12th of that same month. As such, the call functioned 
both as a representation of the movement in wider terms and an appeal to 
participate in it. Hereby, the text converged movement collective action 
framework with media framing of a peace protest. This convergence of 
media and movement framing seems at odds with the traditional view 
on (mainstream) media in society, and the “protest paradigm” of framing 
protest action.22 The fact that a major Swedish news outlet, DN, printed a 
call for action further suggests a relative unanimity regarding the planned 
action, its goals, and motives. This further marks that the action was not 
considered extreme and yet seen as a valuable news item. 

The author of the text is the DN journalist and Women for Peace 
(Kvinnokamp för Fred, KFF )23 organizer Birgitta Nyblom. In the paper´s 
news section, the text calls upon the public to march in a torchlight 
procession to protest, on the year date of the Nato two-track decision.24 

21 Vincent Price and David Tewksbury, “News Values and Public Opinion: A Theoret-
ical Account of Media Priming and Framing,” in Progress in the Communication Sciences, 
ed. George. A. Barnett and Franklin J. Boster (New York: Ablex, 1997). 

22 For elaboration on the protest paradigm, see. Johannes B. Gruber, “Troublemakers in 
the Streets? A Framing Analysis of Newspaper Coverage of Protest in the UK 1992–2017 ” 
(PhD diss. University of Glasgow, 2021). 

23 KFF was described by Bergom Larsson as a “young and action oriented group.” 
Interviewed by Annika Hultén, “Kvinnorna som slåss för livet,” Aftonbladet , May 23, 
1983. 

24 Birgitta Nyblom, “Fackeltåg för fred 12 december,” Dagens Nyheter , December 6, 
1980. The article is an example. Articles with similar media-movement co-framing of the 
nuclear disarmers, see: SvD, “Läkare mot kärnvapen,” December 5, 1982; Arbetet, “Det
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Reports from this event followed in DN.25 This protest call encom-
passes several elements of how peace movement actions were launched 
and framed in Swedish media. For instance, mentioning the numbers of 
protests and participants across Europe and the date of the procession 
emphasizing the Nato decision, identifying the superpowers as Other.26 

Statements such as these are what I would describe as framing cues, 
connecting the collective action frame to an assumed previous knowledge 
and outlook that the newsreader and potential protestors were assumed 
to care about and understand as a qualified motive to protest. 

Further, the media-movement co-framing involves a critical reflec-
tion orienting the action toward a general mistrust of the superpower 
duopoly’s deals and promises. The text here frames the reader and 
potential participant toward an urgency of the situation, and against the 
aspiration of the superpowers to keep the planned nuclear war in the 
“European theatre.” This call to action thus frames a specific diagnostic 
comprehension of a danger embedded in the superpower interaction and 
the non-democratic processes implicated by this, to be protested by the 
active and reasonable citizens of a democratic welfare state, who are at risk 
of being affected by the insane nuclear arms race. 

Nyblom, with the call for the peace procession, presents herself as part 
of the Women for Peace group and calls on the “women of Stockholm” 
to participate in the planned procession. The women for peace framing is 
illustrative as, in the early 1980s, peace movement peace was often repre-
sented as a gendered issue,27 underlining certain aspects of womanhood 
connoting life, and reproduction in connection to the protection of the 
planet and non-violence (contrasted against masculine techno-militarized

yttersta vansinnet”, December 3, 1982; Harald Hamrin, “En folkrörelse mot kärnvapen: 
Ny maktfaktor i Norge” DN , November 25, 1982 on the Norwegian movement against 
the armament and lack of democratic process within Nato.; Alva Myrdal, “Alva Myrdal 
manar till folkrörelse för freden,” Expressen, August 28, 1983. 

25 DN’s Olof Berger, reports from the procession. Olof Berger”Adolfo Perez Esquivel: 
‘Era facklor är ljus som lyser upp världen’,” DN , December 13, 1980. Numbers of 
protesters at different locations are declared. 8000 in Stockholm, 3000 in Gothenburg, 
500 in Malmö, 250 in Östersund, and over 100 in Halmstad and Mora each. 

26 Wittner, The Struggle against the Bomb; Conze, Klimke, and Varon, Nuclear 
Threats…. 

27 See Maria Bergom-Larsson, Låt dig ej förhärdas: fredsarbete på 80-talet (Stockholm: 
Författarförl, 1983). 
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modernity).28 Groups participating in the action together with Women 
for Peace were the social democratic women’s clubs, and “all the peace 
organizations.” 

Nyblom’s unproblematized positions as both journalist and 
activist/organizer are indicative of the relationship between the peace 
movement and the media establishment as a form of internal anti-
establishment. Many prominent peace movement actors represented 
themselves as outsiders. Still, they had communicative platforms and 
positions in media, political parties, and academia, forming a counter-
establishment close to and overlapping with the “establishment.” With 
this, the disarmament protests were not only framed by the media but also 
with it. The confluence explains to why the movement actions were not 
framed more in line with the “protest paradigm,” in which protest action 
tends to be framed less favorably. Instead, the media representations were 
part of the movement’s collective action framework as well, represented 
by committed journalists, peace intellectuals, and writers.29 

The core framing tasks that Snow, Vleigenthart, and Ketelaars30 

describe as the operating functions of collective action frames, are also 
thus structuring the media framing of these protest actions. First, the 
diagnosis of illegitimate superpower nuclear duopoly and insanity of 
increased missile tension was clearly expressed, both in the movement 
organizations and in Swedish mainstream media/news reporting.31 This 
highlights the prognostic (what should be done) confidence in collective 
action represented throughout the media-movement event co-framing, as

28 Emma Rosengren, Gendering Nuclear Disarmament: Identity and Disarmament 
in Sweden during the Cold War (Stockholm: Department of Economic History and 
International Relations, Stockholm University, 2020). 

29 Example, Maria Bergom Larsson’s role in the debate and as a journalist: Maria 
Bergom Larsson, “Förtalad massrörelse: imorgon startar fredsmarchen” DN , 21 June, 
1981; Maria Bergom Larsson” I tiden före tredje världskriget?” DN , December 12, 1981; 
Hultén, A., “Kvinnorna som slåss för livet,” AB, May 23, 1983; Maria Bergom Larsson, 
“Fredsarbete på gräsrotsnivå,” Expressen, May 25, 1983. See also: GP, “Fredsveckorna 
pågår,” April 13, 1983. 

30 Snow, Vliegenthart, and Ketelaars, “The Framing Perspective on Social Movements”. 
31 See: Jesper Grenander, “Ett nytt Europa: En presshistorisk undersökning av tre 

fredsorganisationers opinionsbildning angående frågan om kärnvapen och nedrustning 
1980–1984” MA thesis (Linneaus University, 2019); Edward Palmer Thompson and Dan 
Smith, Protest and Survive (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1981). 
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well as the motivational motor of the action, that everybody should act 
because the imminent threat of nuclear war implicated all. 

Framing the Peace Marches for a Nordic 

Nuclear-Weapons-Free Zone: Festive 

and Womanhood-Framed Critique 

In 1981 and 1982, peace organizations in the Nordic countries collec-
tively arranged longer peace marches with women as main protagonists 
to Paris and Minsk. The goal was to address the urgency of disarmament 
and grassroots transnational cooperation against the Euromissiles.32 Anne 
Stefensson, in DN March 7, 1981, before the first march, stated that the 
Paris march was established to generate opinion for a Nordic nuclear-
weapons-free zone, NNWFZ.33 Ten women from each of the respective 
Nordic countries were to march from Copenhagen through Europe to 
Paris. However, all were welcome to join for longer or shorter inter-
vals. Further, DN frames a far-reaching European popular support for the 
march. The marchers were joined by English, West- and East-German as 
well as Italian and other European marches in Paris on August 6, 1981, 
Hiroshima day, starting an international peace festival.34 

In correspondence with most of the collective actions investigated 
here, the peace march was framed as festivities for peace syncretically with 
the women’s movement. One of Svenska Dagbladet (SvD)’s headlines 
translates to “Women understand that war threatens them.” The popular 
peace movement is hereby articulated, and the peace marches framed as

32 See Bergom-Larsson M., Låt dig ej förhärdas; Elisabeth Gerle, Allt är omöjligt, och 
vi ger oss inte: den stora fredsresan (Stockholm: Themis, 2020). 

33 Eva Hernbäck, “Kvinnomarch genom Europa mot kärnvapen,” DN, July 3, 1981. 
DN reported continually during the peace marches: Kristina Bohman, “Idag startar 
marschen: Demonstration för fred,” DN, June 22, 1981; “Världskrigens slagfält längs 
marschvägen,” DN , July 4, 1981; Claes Sturm,” Rutin, skavsår och nordtysk förståelse,” 
DN , August 7, 1981; Skånska Dagbladet (SkD), “Fransmännen om fredsmarchen: Vi är 
alla rädda för bomben,” June 22, 1981; Expressen, “Marsch för fred,” July 28, 1981; 
Pia Gadd, “Banderollerna går igen,” Expressen, October 27, 1981; “Bli ett fredsombud!” 
SvD, June 22, 1981; Leif Svensson, “De marcherar för freden,” Skånska Dagbladet (SkD), 
June 19, 1981. 

34 Peter Bratt, “Kärnvapenfritt norden tema för fredsmarch,” DN , May 26, 1981; 
“Rapport från fredsmarschen,” Stockholmstidningen, July 26, 1982. 
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female acts, informed by a gendered reason and motivation.35 DN in mid-
July 1981 reports from the start of the march to Paris and contrasting the 
somber mission, the representations of the march connects to a general 
framing of young, pop-festival peace. 

Transnational European Peace 

as Frame Mechanism in 1980s Sweden 

Donatella della Porta and Sidney Tarrow have defined ‘transnational 
collective action’ as “coordinated international campaigns on the part of 
networks of activists against international actors, other states, or interna-
tional institutions.”36 The anti-INF protests were framed as transnational 
as they were protesting something beyond national borders and coor-
dinated internationally. Almost every news report from peace events 
recounted simultaneous action across Europe. The reports demonstrate 
a key element of the movement actions as being part of a larger interna-
tional popular movement with a kind of “solidarity in numbers,” with this 
reinforcing itself and connecting to the peace wave narrative.37 In transna-
tional activism, contacts across borders are intrinsic: both with frames 
operating across borders, and with transnationalism as an appealing frame-
component. In the cold war context, transnationalism was, however,

35 SvD “Kvinnor förstår att kriget kan hota dem,” June 22, 1981. For another woman-
hood framed example of symbolic collective action see: Anders Kilner, “Fredsduvor över 
Tjörnbroarna,” GP, May 16, 1983. Central actor in co-ordinating west-Swedish actions is 
the activist Harriet Otterlo. For further elaboration on gendered ideas of national disarma-
ment policy in Sweden, see: Emma Rosengren, Gendering Nuclear Disarmament: Identity 
and Disarmament in Sweden during the Cold War (Stockholm: Department of Economic 
History and International Relations, Stockholm University, 2020). 

36 Donatella Della Porta and Sidney G. Tarrow, Transnational Protest and Global 
Activism: People, Passions, and Power (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2005). 2f. 

37 For the framing of the movement as a wave see: “Europeisk fredsvåg,” SvD, May  
3, 1981; “Hiroshima och Fredsrörelsen,” DN , August 7, 1982; “Nu växer opinionen 
mot kärnvapenhotet,” Arbetet, May 30, 1981;”Europa behöver en folkrörelse mot kärn-
vapen,” DN October 28, 1981. “Rapport från fredsmarschen,” Stockholmstidningen, July 
26, 1982; DN , “Minister träffar fredscyklister,” July 29, 1982. Ingmar Lindmark, “Kon-
tinuitet och tradition i den brittiska fredsrörelsen,” SvD, November 17, 1981. This is in 
a series  SvD of articles presenting “Europe on March”: Ingmar Lindmark, “Västtyskland, 
gränsen till östblocket: Fredsrörelsen –En politisk kraft”, SvD, November 14, 1981. 
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not obviously favorable.38 The transnational aspect could have been 
framed as a liability signaling “foreign influence.”39 However, in the 
Swedish media framing, border-crossing practices arguably became favor-
able framing mechanisms in themselves, as the official Swedish neutrality 
standpoint converged well with the peace movements disarmament work. 
On Swedish news pages, antimilitary disarmament action was not repre-
sented as a threat. Instead, the framing aligned the protest with a form of 
healthy, youthful dissent imbricated with internationalist values.40 

The collective actions against the new missiles and for a Nordic nuclear-
weapons-free zone that took place in Sweden were typically framed 
positively. Nevertheless, there are some exceptions, such as the Nordic 
peace march to Minsk made in 1982. This march was more ambiguously 
framed, with some articles suggesting the march would be used as Soviet 
propaganda. It was hence represented as both suspect and naïve.41 Here 
a line was drawn in the framing between common-sense-based and over-
zealous activism in agreement with the protest paradigm. In the Swedish 
news reports, this serves as an exception. The reports on the “great peace 
meeting” in the spring of 1982, before the Minsk March, were optimistic 
as we shall see in the following. 

Contention for All: Co-Framing 

Common Sense of the “Peace Man” 
at the Peace Rally in Gothenburg 1982 

The “peace movement wave” across Europe, as it was represented in 
Swedish news media, was characterized as distinctively popular and broad, 
in line with worthiness-connoting, harmless counter-cultural frameworks 
of expression. The mainstream media representation of a Swedish peace

38 Jan Øberg, “De bärs upp av de breda skarorna… men samarbete över gränserna 
behövs,” DN, January 19, 1983. On the need for border-crossing cooperation. 

39 See Andrew Tompkins, “Transnationality as a Liability? The Anti-Nuclear Movement 
at Malville,” Revue belge de philologie et d’histoire 89, no. 3–4 (2011). 

40 See: Lars Bjelf, “Lena skriver brev till tennismiljonärerna: Ge pengar till fredsfilmen!” 
AB, June 15, 1983. 

41 Bergom-Larsson, Låt dig ej förhärdas; “Litar på Sovjetunionens goda vilja,” SvD, 
July 10, 1982; “Fredsmarschen till Sovjet startar: ‘Lokalbefolkningen kommer att sluta 
upp’,” DN, July 13, 1982; “Fredsmarschen: Fredsbudskap nådde inte fram,” SvD, July  
20, 1982; “Fredsmarschen gagnar knappast freden,” Dagens Industri, June 2, 1981. 
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rally, “the great peace meeting,” on May 15, 1982 underlines how 
this type of framing operated. The meeting took place in Gothenburg. 
There the local organization of WILPF (Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom, Internationella kvinnoförbundet för fred och 
frihet, IKFF) had an active and radical tradition to build on.42 In an 
item on the 12th of May, 1982 of the national daily newspaper SvD 
“50 000 väntas tåga i största fredsmarchen” 50,000 Expected to Partake 
in the Greatest Peace Rally—the preparations for the large-scale peace 
meeting are described, and the action is with this also promoted. The 
(re)production of the event follows Tilly’s WUNC framing conceptual-
ization rather narrowly, recounting numbers even before the event had 
taken place.43 The text furthermore, as the procession appeal above, func-
tions as a call for collective action while reporting the planned event. It 
is emphasized that no party or individual organization is arranging the 
event, instead mobilizing by appealing to a multiple, plural, and post-
political (as the text represents that the organizers does not consider 
the action as political) sentiment of peace. A unifying aspect is however, 
located in the watchwords dictated in the news report by the collective 
action planners: “nuclear free Europe” and “for a Nordic nuclear free 
zone”.44 

As the media represented it, the peace movement was remarkably well 
organized and disciplined within these mediated worthiness frameworks. 
Further, the event was represented with interviews with one of its plan-
ners, expressing an effort to “Awakening the ones who are not normally 
involved in these kinds of things”.45 

1982 on the 16th of May, Göteborgsposten (GP) wrote several reports 
from the march and Gothenburg peace rally, with varying perspectives.

42 Anna-Lisa Björneberg, “Internationella kvinnoförbundet för fred och frihet. Göte-
borgskretsen,” in “Så här kan vi inte ha det!”: fem kvinnoorganisationer i Göteborg: 
100 års ideellt arbete, när samhället svek, Göteborgskvinnor i rörelser, ed. Anette Carlsson 
(Göteborg: KAF, 2019), 75–76. 

43 Reproducing the numbers protesting in different cities is a common feature of the 
framing. 

44 SvD, “50 000 väntas tåga i största fredsmarchen,” May 12, 1982. Numbers ultimately 
varied in the press reports: Margareta Artsman, “100 000 i manifestation mot kärnvapen” 
SvD, May 16, 1982. The great peace meeting was referred to in the reports from the 
“hot autumn”: Gert Malmberg, “Tusentals på fredsmöte i Göteborg: -Fredsrörelsen har 
blivit en maktfaktor,” GP, October 23, 1983. 

45 Ibid. 
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The text “Mäktig demonstration av aktiv fredsvilja” (Powerful Demon-
stration of an Active Will for Peace)46 described a “warm feeling in the 
atmosphere” and that around 70,000 marched through the city. Forty 
thousand were described as moving into the sports stadium, Ullevi, to 
demonstrate their nuclear disarmament commitment and support the 
slogans.47 The texts represented a festive mode where all were invited. 
The police reported of a very peaceful day without “intermezzos,” and 
a mild passion for a general peace concept is framed here. A speaker at 
the event, the Finnish peace intellectual, and educator Helena Kekkonen 
highlighted the potential of the mass acting as individuals. She recognized 
that the general task of the movement should be to create a new human 
being, the ideal “peace-man” through “peace education,” for a human 
elevated to feeling responsibility for life and value all people as equals.48 

GP further reports that the marchers expressed no use in provocative, 
violent action against the structural anticipated violence of nuclear war 
as “we are all for peace.” The marchers are described by one protestor 
as “drunk on each other, the sunshine and nature,” and that “every-
body” was participating, “beginner-protestors, old and young, punks and 
Christians.”49 

Images and short interviews with people marching for peace illustrate 
the peace march reports in GP. Significantly, the imagery portrays older 
people and children as an expression of innocence and diversity, framing 
“common people” as a moral face of humanity, the framing represented 
by the following description: 

strikingly, many of the participants in the peace march were unorganized. 
People who felt that here was something they could take part in. Many 
elders joined in the march. Women, children, and professions for peace, 
värmlänningar (people from a rural Swedish region, Värmland) for peace 
and, skövdebor (people from a Swedish township, Skövde) for peace. A 
priest from Färgelanda, a woman from Dals långed. (Two small Swedish 
communities).50 

46 Sune Örnberg, “Mäktig demonstration av aktiv fredsvilja,” Göteborgs Posten (GP), 
May 16, 1982. 

47 Ibid. 
48 Ibid. 
49 Ibid. 
50 Madeleine Sahlman, “Bara vi gräsrötter kan göra något,” GP, May 16, 1982.
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A noteworthy aspect here is that, besides the many professions and 
places mentioned, women, elderly, and children are often highlighted 
in the reports from collective action events of the peace movement. 
These groups are particularly prominent in a kind of peace protest 
iconography.51 The peace iconography signaled, as a specification of 
the worthiness framing, a certain aspect of real-ness and human face 
contrasted with “political games” and abstract political figures, as well 
as harmlessness in contrast to protest aggression. 

Under what was co-framed by the media and the peace movement as 
the “hot autumn” of 1983, these elements of inclusive unity and common 
sense appeal intensified. It meant an urgency-provoking countdown to the 
deployment and consisted of mediated events and reports in the months 
approaching the implementation.52 

51 Sahlman, M., “Bara vi gräsrötter kan göra något,” GP, May 16, 1982; Peter Bratt 
“Tiotusentals byggde bro för fred: ‘Vår jord har ingen nödutgång’,” DN , October 23, 
1983; Thorwald Olsson, “Margit Jonsson, 75: -Alla svenskar borde ställa upp,” DN, 
October 23, 1983. Hultén, A., “Kvinnorna som slåss för livet,” AB, May 23, 1983. 

52 At these locations, women led peace camps were established. Rolf Svensson, “Tre 
svenska kvinnor i krig mot NATO,” AB, November 7, 1983 (Three Swedish women at 
war with NATO). For the “hot autumn” framed in accordance with peace movement 
actors, see: Gunnar Lahtisanti, “Fredsrörelsen växer” Aftonbladet , May 9, 1983; Maj-Britt 
Theorin, “Den heta hösten,” AB, October 18, 1983; “Demonstration i sambatakt avslu-
tade fredsveckan” SvD, October 28, 1984; Nils Svensson, “Berusade av varandra, naturen 
och solskenet,” GP, May 16, 1982; “En folklig rörelse med enorm kraft” AB, August 
18, 1982; Lorenz Berglund, “Tio tusen hand i hand för fred,” Stockholmstidningen, 
October 20, 1982; Lis Landmark, “10 000 bygger fredsbro mellan stormakterna,” SvD 
October 23, 1982; “Hand i hand för freden” SvD, October 25, 1982; “Fredlig aktion för 
fred: Öststaters ambassader blockerade med ickevåld,” Dagen, December 20, 1983; “För 
fredens skull,” Expressen, October 22, 1983; DN “Mänskligt brobygge,” October 23, 
1983 on a reoccuring large hand-holding manifestation to build a “peace bridge” in Stock-
holm and world metropoles. Maria Nilsson, “Europa behöver inte kärnvapen,” Ny Dag, 
October 27, 1983 on the peace bridge between embassies approximating between 25,000 
and 50,000 participants. Blockades directed toward the European embassies were given 
minimal space compared to the larger protest event. See: Håkan Bergström, “Ambassader 
blockerade i protest mot raketer,” SvD, October 25, 1983. Thorwald Olsson “Icke-vålds-
medlemmar spärrar Östambassader,” DN , December 20, 1983; Bratt, P. “Tiotusentals 
byggde bro för fred: ‘Vår jord har ingen nödutgång’,” DN , October 23, 1983. GP, 
“Demonstrerar för fred, varje fredag,” December 14, 1983. Magdalena Ribbing, “Freden 
främst i bägge tågen” DN , May 2, 1983.
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The Hot Autumn Ends with a Bang 

Artists for Peace (Artister för fred) were pop musicians, show business 
people, and artists who arranged concerts as public events for peace. 
As mainstream media framed it, the peace movement had become inter-
twined with entertainment. During the hot autumn of 1983, Artists for 
Peace organized a final event before the missile deployment, officially 
starting on the 23 of October. The peace artists celebrated and performed 
at Berns salonger (a traditional venue and variety institution in Stock-
holm). The halls were decorated with Peace doves for the 1000-headed 
crowd. Earlier in the day, the crowd had taken part in a collective action 
of 80 000 people building a peace chain between the US and Soviet 
embassies.53 Olof Palme, who at the time led the Swedish government, 
held what was presented as an unprompted speech at the demonstration. 
He was thus represented, in line with his interests in common security, as a 
figurehead for the wide popular force of the early 1980s peace movement 
and its position of respectable critique.54 

These reports from the Swedish actions are combined with coverages 
of West European and US peace action in October–November 1983, with 
large-scale demonstrations framed with their number of participants in 
Bonn, London, Rome, and Paris. The movement actions in Bonn in mid-
November 1983 were, in contrast to the Swedish actions, represented as 
“Full-scale war in the streets”.55 Foreign movement actions were repre-
sented as more contentious and violent, with higher stakes in comparison

53 Mats Gezelius “Det stora slaget om freden, i natt slutade det med fest i Stockholm,” 
Expressen, October 23, 1983; Ulla-Lene Österholm, “Alva angriper TV: s fredsreportage,” 
AB, October 23, 1983; The symbolic action is framed in: Bratt, P., “Tiotusentals byggde 
bro för fred: ‘Vår jord har ingen nödutgång’,” DN , October 23, 1983; Expressen, “För  
fredens skull,” October 22, 1983; DN “Mänskligt brobygge,” October 23, 1983. See 
also: Theorin, M. B., “Den heta hösten,” AB, October 18, 1983, where the leader of the 
Swedish delegation to the UN Disarmament Commission, Maj Britt Theorin encourages 
the swedes to take part in the manifestation. Åke Malm and Rolf Svensson, “2 miljoner 
på march i Europa,” AB, October 23, 1983, rendering a positive framing of the INF 
protest demonstrations across Europe. 

54 Gezelius, M. “Det stora slaget om freden, i natt slutade det med fest i Stockholm,” 
Expressen, October 23, 1983. 

55 Knut Grahnqvist, “Fullt krig på gatorna i morse,” Expressen, November 21, 1983; 
Claes Sturm, “Vattenkanoner vid robotdebatten i Bonn,” DN , November 22, 1983. Knut 
Grahnqvist, “Vi är beredda att offra livet,” Expressen, November, 16, 1983 on the arrest 
of Greenham common blockading protestors, “peace-women”. 
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to the framing of the Swedish collective actions. However, in the reports 
on foreign peace movement action, counter to the “protest paradigm,” 
the news report in Sweden frames the police as acting as aggressors. 

However, there were two distinct sides to the newspapers. The news 
reports most often highlighted positively coded aspects on the news page, 
with established anti-establishment peace progressives reporting on the 
action potential and reproducing it as a positive force for disarmament. 
(The journalists were often of a younger generation, often women). On 
the other page were “cold warriors” and security professionals ques-
tioning this same peace endeavor as naïve, from the mainstream news-
papers’ opinion/debating, commenting, and editorial pages.56 The two 
positions crystallized on the op-ed pages more than in the news sections. 
The news described the events almost exclusively as “good news,” in 
line with the peace movement position, framing itself as post-political 
or apolitical.57 The protests framed as (good) news were thus implicitly, 
although the movement was framed as apolitical, emphasizing political 
fractures in the ostensibly “homogenous” Swedish welfare state society. 

Conclusions and Summary: Framing 

Swedish Antinuclear Peace Action 

The portrayal of the early 1980s disarmament was overwhelmingly posi-
tive in Swedish mainstream news reporting. This positive framing stands 
out vis-a-vis representations of the peace movement in other European 
countries and the freeze movement in the US.58 Elsewhere, the collec-
tive actions of the disarmers were less univocally embraced and framed 
as more “political” and divisive. Entman and Rojecki find “framing 
judgements” of journalists in the US to be influenced by an underlying

56 SvD, “Den som vill fred,” June 25, 1981. Åke Williams, “Strauss attackerar 
fredsrörelsen: en armé styrd från Kreml”, GP, October 21, 1983. 

57 Knut Grahnquist, “Vinden har vänt för fredsrörelsen,” Expressen, October 22, 1981. 
58 Entman and Rojecki, “Freezing Out the Public”; Cooper, “Media Framing and Social 

Movement Mobilization”; Cooper, “Public-GOOD MOVEMENTS and the Dimen-
sions of Political Process”; Robertson, National Prisms and Perceptions of Dissent; 
Benford, “Frame Disputes within the Nuclear Disarmament Movement”. Collective 
actions against nuclear power and the swedish military industry was not as favorably 
portrayed in the press, even though they in some cases overlapped with peace action see: 
Göteborgs-Tidningen (GT), “En äkta fredsinsats: befria de fastkedjade,” April 17, 1983. 
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professional ideology encompassing an ambivalence to public participa-
tion and commitment in security politics, supportive of mass participation 
in theory but nevertheless suspicious when movements organize to exert 
power. Swedish mass media coverage of the early 1980s peace movement 
shows less suspicion, and instead the prominence of an idea that public 
action demonstrated the will of the masses and through this a responsi-
bility of the “active” individual had a place in security politics, extending 
even beyond the national borders. 

Further, the nuclear disarmament movement’s core framing tasks are 
identified in the texts reporting on peace events, especially since collective 
action events also were announced and promoted as news items. Gener-
ally, the framing tasks were expressed as follows: First, diagnosing the 
missile escalation as being against common sense and second, prescribing 
collective action to affect politicians, promote an NNWFZ, and support 
the movement organizations in the western European deployment Nato 
states, in a “respectable” way. Third, motivating as many as possible who 
do not usually participate in protest actions to commit to the cause. 

The Swedish mainstream media’s and the movement’s framing with 
this appear to be converging in several instances. In motivating people to 
partake and, prescribing action in response to the severity and urgency of 
the issue, the simultaneity across Europe, and an idea of responsibility to 
act on the extreme stances of the nuclear alliances. The conclusions can 
be concentrated into the following points: 

First, media and movement isomorphism is identified, meaning that 
media representation of the movement actions and collective action 
framework of the peace movement mirrored and overlapped, mutu-
ally enforcing each other. This framing, dependent on a counter-
establishment asserting a specific position of virtually post-political 
peace aspirations, co-constitutes a framework of popular common 
sense based disarmament nationalism, relating to Sweden as a small 
welfare state with an ostensibly independent security policy vis-a-vis 
the superpower nuclear duopoly. 
Second, the peace movement protests in Sweden were not framed 
according to the protest paradigm. In some protest events, reporters 
and journalists took part in and shaped the collective action frame-
work, co-constructing the collective actions as media events. The 
arena of struggle was not the news reports, and thus an apparent 
convergence between movement and news framing occurred.
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Furthermore, the positive framing of the collective actions was built 
on WUNC, the unifying nuclear threat, wave narrative transnation-
alism, gendered peace values, and celebratory connotations. One possible 
factor in explaining the favorable portrayal of the peace actions is that 
direct actions primarily concerned either policy that corresponded to the 
Swedish official foreign position or was directed not at Swedish but mainly 
nuclear duopoly installations. 

The media framing of the early 1980s Swedish peace movement 
action drew on a cultural frame of consensual, internationally oriented 
reasonability beyond the superpower duopoly’s “armament insanity.” This 
framing in the media completely overshadowed other cultural frames 
suggested and emphasized as motivators, such as alternative individualist 
lifestyles or nuclear fear.59 

The movement events were generally represented as festive and 
connected to womanhood, both by the level of organizing groups and 
in how the events were represented. In earlier nuclear protests, gendered 
aspects of disarmament were less pronounced.60 The focus on missiles, 
de-escalation in an already urgently framed present, and transnational soli-
darity with movements across Europe were central elements for the broad 
appeal, circumventing conflictual and divisive issues regarding security 
policy and involvement with either pact. Therefore, even though the issue 
was deeply divisive, it was not so on the mainstream news pages. Indeed, 
the mainstream media framings were never the only valid frames of peace 
protests, as frame disputes are ubiquitous in social movements, as Benford 
puts it.61 However, as this chapter highlights, in 1980s Sweden, the 
strong tendency of co-framing between media representations of events

59 Katsuya Kodama, The Future of the Peace Movements; Holger Nehring, “Peace Move-
ments,” in The History of Social Movements in Global Perspective a Survey, ed. Stefan 
Berger and Holger Nehring (London: Palgrave Macmillan UK, 2017); Conze, Klimke, 
and Varon, Nuclear Threats…; Weart,  The Rise of Nuclear Fear. 

60 Thomas Jonter and Emma Rosengren, “From Nuclear Weapons Acquisition to 
Nuclear Disarmament: The Swedish Case,” Medicine, Conflict and Survival 30 (2014). 

61 Benford, “Frame Disputes within the Nuclear Disarmament Movement”; David A. 
Snow et al., “Frame Alignment Processes, Micromobilization, and Movement Participa-
tion,” American Sociological Review 51, no. 4 (1986). 
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and the peace movement can be seen as a beneficial factor of the move-
ments’ ability to mobilize and the meaning that its symbolic actions came 
to have as “Swede of the year” in 1983.62 
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