
61

4
A Content Analysis of Research 

on Refugee Entrepreneurship in Türkiye

Büşra Yiğitol  and Aylin Yılmaz Gezgin 

1  Introduction

Population displacement has increased recently for many reasons 
(Santamaria-Velasco et al., 2021). It is possible to attribute the reasons 
that make it so difficult and dangerous for people to stay in their country 
to many reasons, especially social and economic (Ekici & Tuncel, 2015). 
For example, children, women, and men are forced to leave their country 
because of reasons such as violence, war, hunger, severe poverty, or their 
gender identity or sexual orientation or due to the catastrophic effects of 
climate change or other natural disasters (IOM, 2020; Kaştan, 2015). 
They often face many of these difficult conditions at the same time. The 
only reason people leave their country is not only to escape such 
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dangerous situations. Some of these people think that they are more 
likely to find work in another country because they have the education or 
capital to enable them to take advantage of opportunities in that country 
(AI, 2021). Some may leave their home country to live with relatives or 
friends currently living abroad, or to start or complete their education in 
another country. Therefore, it can be said that there are many reasons 
why people set out to start a new life in another country. But for whatever 
reason, these people, who left their countries for various reasons and 
crossed the borders, are described as “refugees,” “asylum seekers,” and 
“immigrants.”

Although “migrant” and “refugee” are often used interchangeably, they 
have important legal differences. A refugee is a person who leaves their 
country because they are at risk of serious human rights violations and 
persecution (UNHRC, 2016; GOC, 2022). These people feel that there 
is no security of life in their own country and that they have no choice 
but to leave their country and seek refuge in another country. Refugees 
have the right to international protection. An asylum seeker is a person 
who has left his country and sought refuge in another country to be pro-
tected from persecution and gross human rights violations, but has not 
yet been legally recognized as a refugee and is awaiting the outcome of his 
asylum application (UNHRC, 2021; FANSA, 2021). Seeking asylum is 
a human right. This means that everyone should be allowed to enter 
another country to seek asylum. There is no internationally accepted legal 
definition of the word “immigrant.” Like many other human rights agen-
cies and organizations, Amnesty International considers immigrants to 
be people living outside from their home country who are not asylum 
seekers or refugees (AI, 2021).

According to current estimates, the number of international migrants 
will be 272 million in 2019. In 2020, this number will reach 280 million 
(approximately 3.5–3.6% of the world population) (see Table  4.1). 
Although most people in the world still reside in their country of birth, 
more people migrate to other countries, especially in their region 
(IOM, 2020).

Between 2000 and 2020, the number of immigrants increased in 179 
countries and territories. While Europe and North Africa and West Asia 
hosted the most immigrants (30 and 29 million, respectively), North 
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Table 4.1 International immigrants (Undesa, 2019, 2020)

Year Number of immigrants
% of immigrants in the world 
population

1970 84,460,125 2.30%
1975 90,368,01 2.20%
1980 101,983,149 2.30%
1985 113,206,691 2.30%
1990 153,011,473 2.90%
1995 161,316,895 2.80%
2000 173,588,441 2.80%
2005 191,615,574 2.90%
2010 220,781,909 3.20%
2015 248,861,296 3.40%
2019 271,642,105 3.50%
2020 281 million 3.60%

America opened its doors to approximately 18 million immigrants. 
Approximately 9 million of the 29 million immigrants added to North 
Africa and West Asia during this period are refugees or asylum seekers. 
Latin America and the Caribbean are among the countries that have seen 
their immigrant population more than double between 2000 and 2020, 
because of a large influx of displaced people. Among the eight regions 
included in the current analysis, Central and South Asia is the only one 
to see a decline in immigrant numbers between 2000 and 2020 (see 
Fig. 4.1). Armenia, India, Pakistan, Ukraine, and the United Republic of 
Tanzania were among the countries that experienced the most significant 
declines. In most cases, the declines were due to the aging of the migrant 
population or the repatriation of refugees and asylum seekers to their 
countries of origin.

In 2020, Türkiye has become the country hosting the largest number 
of refugees and asylum seekers worldwide (approximately 4 million) 
(Worldbank, 2021). Türkiye was followed by Jordan (3 million), the 
State of Palestine (2 million), and Colombia (1.8 million) (Undesa, 2020).

In a world where so many immigrants live, immigrants need to adapt 
to the people living in the lands they move to (Eryılmaz, 2019a). 
Especially in the first years of their migration, they must cope with eco-
nomic difficulties. These people, who have become refugees in neighbor-
ing countries, should meet their economic needs to survive. If they have 

4 A Content Analysis of Research on Refugee Entrepreneurship… 



64

35

30

25

20

N
um

be
r 

of
 m

ig
ra

nt
s 

(m
ill

io
ns

)

15

10

5

0

-5
Sub-Saharan

Africa

Total change Due to refugees and asylum seekers Due to COVID-19

Northern Africa
and Western Asia

Central and
Southern Asia

Eastern and
South-Eastern

Asia

Region

Latin America
and the

Caribean

Oceania Europe Northern America

Fig. 4.1 Change in the number of international migrants, by region of destina-
tion, 2000–2020 (Source: United Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs, Population Division [2020]. International Migrant Stock, 2020)

a certain amount of savings, they can use these savings for a certain period 
to meet their basic needs. However, being included in the labor market is 
an inevitable situation for these people, as they cannot use their savings 
forever. Although various improvements have been made, various legal 
and social challenges remain regarding the inclusion of refugees in the 
workforce (Çetin, 2016).

Refugees face, among others, various problems in finding decent work 
in the countries they are visiting (Wauters & Lambrecht, 2006). This is 
due to a combination of a lack of knowledge and skills and discrimina-
tion in the labor market (Pécoud, 2003). Starting your own business can 
provide a valuable way out of this economic uncertainty. This can be seen 
as encouraging the further integration of refugees into their new society 
(Kloosterman & Van der Leun, 1999). However, not every refugee has 
the opportunity to start their own business. At this point, refugees may 
need to provide a workforce for existing business. The entry of refugees to 
the labor market in the provinces they live in is shaped according to the 
economic conditions of the provinces, in other words, according to the 
needs of the region (Aygül, 2018). It is seen that they generally work in 
labor-intensive sectors and predominantly in unskilled business lines. 
Most refugees work in the manufacturing, construction, trade, and 
accommodation sectors, primarily in textiles (ILO, 2020).
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The effects of these groups on the social, political, economic, and 
demographic structure of the country, which they come from, and their 
adaptation to the social and cultural environment especially attract the 
attention of researchers working in the field of social sciences (Şahin & 
Göksal, 2020). There are a substantial number of scientific studies at the 
theoretical and empirical levels on these issues, which have been con-
ducted specifically for both developed and underdeveloped and develop-
ing countries. In this chapter, scientific theoretical studies in the academic 
literature in Türkiye are evaluated.

2  Methodology

2.1  Research Method

The purpose of the study is to analyze academic studies as a method and 
to evaluate them in the context of the method-tools used by these studies, 
and to reveal the studies on refugee entrepreneurs in Türkiye in the con-
text of the topics discussed.

The studies were evaluated on 24 criteria covering the stages of research 
design, data collection, and data analysis. The evaluation method used 
was determined by examining Özen’s (2000) study titled “Türk yönetim/
organizasyon yazınında yöntem sorunu: konare bildirileri üzerine bir 
inceleme.” Accordingly, three main working titles were determined. In 
addition, evaluation tables that complete the titles and have descriptive 
scales are taken from the same source as they are.

Table 4.2 provides the criteria taken from Özen’s (2000) study in 
determining and analyzing the research findings.

3  Findings of the Research

The sample of study is composed of academic research such as thesis, 
conference papers, and articles. While determining the sample of the 
study, Google Scholar, National Thesis Center Database of the Higher 
Education Institution, and ProQuest were used. Searches were made 
using the keywords “refugee entrepreneur” and “Syrian entrepreneur.” As 
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Table 4.2 Criteria used in the analysis (Özen, 2000)

I. RESEARCH DESIGN
 1. The methodological assumption of the research: objectivist, subjectivist
 2.  The main purpose of the research: describe (exploratory research), explain 

(causal research—comparative, experimental), describe and explain
 3.  Mission of the research: contribution to the theory, contribution to the 

theory and directing the application, directing the application
 4. Hypothesis testing: yes (explicit), yes (implicit), no
 5.  Hypothesis development approach: classical approach (from theory to 

empirical study), grounded approach (from empirical research to theory)
 6. The subject of the research: (open-ended)
 7.  Source of research subject: foreign literature or practice, Turkish literature 

or practice
 8.  Assumption of the intercultural permeability of administrative/

organizational phenomena: universal, relative, both universal and relative
 9.  Analysis level: micro (individual, group), meso (organization/s), macro 

(sector/s, society/s)
II. DATA COLLECTING
10.  Sampling type: probabilistic sampling (random, systematic, stratified, 

clustering), nonprobability sampling (easy, quota, dimensional, judgmental, 
avalanche), full sampling

11. The sample: (open- ended; e.g., refugee and entrepreneur)
12. Optimal sample size: calculated, not calculated
13.  Data collection method: questionnaire, interview, observation, secondary 

sources, mixed
14.  If it is the questionnaire, the source of the scale used: the foreign scale was 

used exactly, the foreign scale was adapted, the foreign scale was 
integrated with the original questions, the original scale was developed

15.  Reliability and validity level of the scale: reliability/validity levels abroad 
are given, reliability/validity levels in Türkiye are given, reliability/validity 
levels both abroad and in Türkiye are given

16. Social desirability effect: controlled, uncontrolled
17.  Method of administration of the questionnaire: by mail, by hand (without 

participation), by hand (with participation)
18. Interview method: planned, semi-planned, unplanned
19. Observation method: unattended, participatory
20. Secondary data method: literature review, document, statistics
III. DATA ANALYSIS PHASE
21.  Data analysis method: quantitative, qualitative, quantitative and 

qualitative
22.  Quantitative analysis methods: univariate (mean, frequency, percentage, 

etc.), bivariate (correlation, Chi-square, Phi, t-test, etc.), multivariate 
(multiple regression, discriminant analysis, covariance analysis, etc.)

23.  Qualitative analysis methods: classical methods (sequential convergence, 
descriptive method, analytical comparison, domain analysis, ideal type 
analysis), hermeneutic methods (content analysis, discourse analysis, 
semiotics, speech analysis)

24. Use of statistical package programs: used, unused
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a result of the scanning, 64 academic studies (35 theses, 26 articles, and 
3 conference paper) were reached (see Table 4.3).

Looking at the distribution of the articles examined according to the 
index in which they were published (see Table 4.3), it is seen that the 
number of full-text and review articles in scientific journals scanned in 
SCI-E, SSCI, and AHCI within the scope of “ISI-Web of Science” is two. 
It is determined that the number of full-text and review articles published 
in scientific journals scanned in one of the TR-Index indexes is 6, the 
number of full-text and review articles published in scientific journals 
scanned in other international indexes is 15, and the number of articles 
published in national journals is 3. Thesis studies were carried out in 14 
different departments. The most thesis work belongs to the department 
of business administration. Other branches of science are listed in 
Table 4.3.

Table 4.3 Distribution by type of study

Thesis European Union 1
Labor Economics and Industrial Relations 1
Industrial Product Design 1
Entrepreneurship and Innovation 1
Economics 2
Business 15
Urban Studies 1
Urban Policy Planning and Local 

Governments
1

Cultural Studies 1
Middle Eastern Sociology and 

Anthropology
1

Political Science and Public 
Administration

2

Political Science and International 
Relations

1

Sociology 4
International Relations 3

Article TR-Index 6
SSCI 2
International Index 15
National Index 3

Conference paper 3
Total 64

4 A Content Analysis of Research on Refugee Entrepreneurship… 
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It is seen that all the studies examined within the scope of this research 
were carried out between 2004 and 2020. Most studies were carried out 
in 2019 (see Table 4.4).

Table 4.4 Identity of the reviewed studies

Type of study Identity
Type of 
study Identity

Conference 
paper

Basılgan, M. (2019) Thesis Alahmad, Z. (2020)

Conference 
paper

Eryılmaz, M. (2019b) Thesis Alrefaıe, J. (2021)

Conference 
paper

Taş, A., & Çitçi, U. S. (2009) Thesis Ateş, F. (2021)

Article Akyiğit, H., & Baki, Z. (2021) Thesis Baki, Z. (2021)
Article Akyiğit, H. (2021) Thesis Çatalkaya, M. A. 

(2018)
Article Almohammad et al. (2021) Thesis Çesteneci, Y. (2012)
Article Alrawadieh et al. (2021) Thesis Çolak, Y. (2019)
Article Atasü-Topcuoğlu, R. (2019) Thesis Deniz, D. (2017)
Article Cakici, et al. (2018) Thesis Duman, E. Ş. 

(2019)
Article Demir, A. O. (2018) Thesis Göncü, S. C. (2019)
Article Deniz, D., & Reyhanoğlu, M. 

(2018)
Thesis Güngördü, F. N. 

(2021)
Article Duman, E. Ş., & Özdemirci, A. 

(2020)
Thesis Güngördü, S. 

(2018)
Article Kachkar, O. A. (2019) Thesis Hajhazzaa, S. 

(2021)
Article Kaplan, M., & Bedük, A. (2019) Thesis Hove, K. (2018)
Article Karan et al. (2020) Thesis Karasu, I. (2020)
Article Kayalar, M., & Yıldız, S. (2019) Thesis Kenanoğlu, M. 

(2019)
Article Kişman, Z. A. & Yalçın, H. 

(2020)
Thesis Kılıç, A. R. (2019)

Article Koyuncu, A. (2020) Thesis Kısha, H. (2019)
Article Kulalı, G. (2020) Thesis Kunzendorf, L. 

(2019)
Article Nas, T. İ., & Çolak, Y.(2021) Thesis Mıkatı, S. (2021)
Article Nowrasteh, A., & Eyyuboğlu, 

B. (2016)
Thesis Öztürk, A. (2017)

Article Özkul, G. & Dengiz, S. (2018) Thesis Pehlivan, U. (2021)
Article Pehlivan, U., & Karaatlı, B. 

(2020)
Thesis Saleh, A. S. M. 

(2017)

(continued)
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Table 4.4 (continued)

Type of study Identity
Type of 
study Identity

Article Shinnar, R. S., & Zamantılı 
Nayır, D. (2019)

Thesis Subanova, A. 
(2013)

Article Shneikat, B., & Alrawadieh, Z. 
(2019)

Thesis Süngü, A. (2019)

Article Şimşek, D. (2020) Thesis Türker, S. (2020)
Article Toker, A., & Kozak, N. (2020) Thesis Uzun, Z. (2019)
Article Uygur, N. G. (2020) Thesis Ülker, R. B. (2004)
Article Yıldırım, İ., & Yüksekbilgili, Ö. 

(2021)
Thesis Ünlüer, E. (2015)

Thesis Aad, Y. (2020) Thesis Wali, H. (2020)
Thesis Abbara, D. (2020) Thesis Yıldız, S. (2017)
Thesis Akyol, F. (2019) Thesis Yılmaz, B. (2019)

3.1  Research Design Phase

The findings of the research design phase are given in Table 4.5. It has 
been revealed that the methodological assumption of the studies on refu-
gee entrepreneurs discussed in this study is 100% objectivist approach. 
Studies on refugee entrepreneurs are mostly carried out with an objectiv-
ist approach. It is seen that it is conveyed to the reader in a way that is far 
from subjective evaluations.

The second question asked in the design of the research is for what 
purpose the research was conducted. As a result of the evaluations, it is 
seen that the majority of the studies (98.44%) explain the subject they 
deal with. In this direction, the studies focus on why the subject/concept/
argument rather than what it is. As a result of the research, a study was 
also found in order to both describe the phenomena related to the subject 
examined and explain the causal relationships between these phenomena.

The third question asked in the design of the research is what the mis-
sion of the research is. The mission and purpose of a research determine 
what that research is and its role in its own scientific field. Around 
98.44% of the studies examined within the scope of this study were con-
ducted to guide the practice and thus help to understand the refugee 
entrepreneurship literature.

4 A Content Analysis of Research on Refugee Entrepreneurship… 
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The fourth question of the research is whether there are hypothesis 
tests. In 92.06% of the studies that are the subject of this research, there 
is no hypothesis test. In 7.94% of the studies, hypothesis testing was 
clearly stated. Hypothesis development methods consist of two basic 
approaches in the literature, from theory to empirical data (classical 
approach) and from empirical data to theory (grounded approach). The 
academic studies examined in this research were evaluated in terms of 
these two approaches. According to the results obtained, it was seen that 
80% of the studies with hypothesis testing developed hypotheses with 
the classical approach (from theory to empirical data), and a ready-made 
theory was tested with empirical data.

When the academic studies examined within the scope of this research 
are evaluated in terms of the subjects they deal with, the result is as indi-
cated in Table 4.5. Accordingly, in terms of the subjects examined, the 
subject of “Entrepreneurial activities/experiences of Syrian entrepreneurs” 
has the largest share, with a rate of 54.69%. There are 18 studies on “refu-
gee entrepreneurship,” followed by the difficulties experienced by refugee 
entrepreneurs and the business activities of refugee entrepreneurs. Türkiye 
has opened its doors to Syrian refugees since 2011 and created a refugee 
camp in May 2011, creating a safe living space for them. Since this date, 
many Syrians have migrated to Türkiye and still continue to live in the 
country. Türkiye is the country that hosts the highest number of refugees 
in the world. As of February 24, 2022, the number of Syrians under tem-
porary protection registered in Türkiye increased by 10,583 compared to 
the previous month and reached 3,746,674 (Refugees Association, 2022). 
This situation also affects the number of studies on the Syrian refugee in 
the academic literature and there is a greater tendency toward this issue. 
The results obtained confirm this situation. Türkiye does not only host 
Syrian refugees. There are approximately 5.5 million people from 196 
different countries in Türkiye, and 3.7 million of them are from Syria 
since the 2011 crisis (GOC, 2022). Therefore, it is possible to come 
across studies on citizens of other countries in the academic literature. In 
the literature review of refugee entrepreneurship, studies on Kyrgyz, 
Kazakh, Balkan, and Afghan entrepreneurs are also found. However, 
these studies are considerably less than the number of studies on Syrian 
refugee entrepreneurs. It can be stated that the reason for this situation is 
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Table 4.5 Frequency distributions by research design phase criteria

Variables Criteria F %

1. Methodological 
assumption

Objectivist 64 100.00
Subjectivist 0 0.00
Total 67 100.00

2. Purpose Describe and explain 1 1.56
To explain 63 98.44
Total 64 100.00

3. Mission Contribution to theory 1 1.56
Contribution to theory and directing 

practice
0 0.00

Redirect the application 63 98.44
Total 64 100.00

4. Hypothesis testing No 59 92.06
Yes (covered) 0 0.00
Yes (explicitly stated) 5 7.94
Total 64 100.00

5. Hypothesis development 
approach

Classical approach 4 80
Data-based approach 1 20
Total 5 100

6. Subject Entrepreneurship activities/
experiences of Syrian 
entrepreneurs

35 54.69

Refugee entrepreneurship 18 28.13
Afghan refugees 1 1.56
Entrepreneurship of Kyrgyz and 

Kazakh refugees
1 1.56

Entrepreneurship of Balkan refugees 1 1.56
Challenges faced by refugee 

entrepreneurs
3 4.69

To examine the activities of refugee 
enterprises

3 4.69

Refugee crisis 1 1.56
Entrepreneurship of refugees in the 

field of tourism
1 1.56

Total 64 100.00
7. Source of the subject Foreign type or application 29 45.31

Turkish literature or application 35 54.69
Total 64 100.00

8. The assumption of 
cross-cultural permeability

Universal 0 0.00
Relative 64 100.00
Universal and relative 0 0.00
Total 64 100.00

(continued)

4 A Content Analysis of Research on Refugee Entrepreneurship… 
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Table 4.5 (continued)

Variables Criteria F %

9. Analysis level Meso 3 4.69
Micro 50 78.13
Macro 11 17.19
Total 64 100.00

that the situation in Syria is a new issue worldwide and, therefore, it is 
more on the agenda.

The source of the subject of the studies examined within the scope of 
the research was evaluated in terms of two criteria. Studies are divided 
into those whose source is “foreign literature and applications” and those 
whose source is “Turkish literature and applications.” According to this, 
54.69% of the studies are studies that were put forward with reference 
from Turkish literature and practices. In this case, it can be said that the 
peculiarity of the Turkish society predominates in the studies. The rate of 
studies carried out by importing theories and models from foreign litera-
ture was also revealed as 45.31%. Although the refugee problem has 
become a problem for the whole world, it is also a national issue. In this 
respect, looking at the subject in terms of national values ensures that the 
subject can be understood in its own context rather than adaptation stud-
ies. In addition, efforts to develop theories and hypotheses about these 
theories according to social and cultural values need to be intensified.

In this context, the universe/sample dimensions of the studies were 
evaluated in terms of macro, meso, and micro criteria. Accordingly, 
78.13% of the studies examined performed analysis at the micro level. 
The rate of studies that performed analysis at the meso level constitutes 
4.69% of the studies. On the other hand, there are also studies that look 
at refugee entrepreneurship from the perspective of macro variables and 
evaluate the research issues they deal with on a country basis. In the 
research analysis, 17.19% of the studies conducted studies at the 
macro level.
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3.2  Data Collection Phase

The findings regarding the data collection phase are given in Table 4.6. In 
terms of sampling types, it is seen that 78.13% of the studies use the 
nonprobability sampling method. When the qualities of the sample are 
examined, it is seen that the rate of studies with refugees is 84.38% in the 
application parts.

The sample size was not calculated in all the studies examined. When 
the data collection techniques used in their academic studies are exam-
ined, it is seen that the interview method (60.94%) is mostly used. 
Among the interview methods, interviews were carried out with the most 
semi-planned interview technique (89.74%). There are also studies that 
want to increase the quality of the research conducted with field studies. 
For this purpose, the rate of studies that applied the survey technique as 
a data collection method was 20.31%. The validity and reliability of the 
scale used were evaluated. Accordingly, all the studies conducted with the 
questionnaire technique presented the validity and reliability findings of 
their studies conducted in Türkiye. It was examined which tools were 
used to deliver the questionnaires to the participants. According to the 
results obtained, it was seen that 52.63% of the studies that applied to 
the survey method carried out their studies manually and with 
participation.

3.3  Data Analysis Phase

The information obtained in the analysis of the data is presented in 
Table 4.7. It was investigated how academic studies analyzed the data, 
and it was seen that 78.13% of the studies used qualitative research meth-
ods. This result indicates that the tendency toward quantitative methods 
has decreased somewhat. In the studies in which data analysis was carried 
out with qualitative methods, discourse analysis (70.59%) was preferred 
the most. In 68.75% of the studies, statistical programming was not used 
both in the analysis of qualitative data and in the analysis of quantita-
tive data.

4 A Content Analysis of Research on Refugee Entrepreneurship… 
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Table 4.6 Frequency distributions by data collection phase criteria

Variables Criteria F %

10. Sampling type Improbable sampling 50 78.13
Purposive sampling 0 0.00
Probabilistic sampling 14 21.88
Full sampling 0 0.00
Total 64 100.00

11. The nature of the 
sample

Refugees 54 84.38

Financial statements 1 1.56
Politicians 1 1.56
Businesses 1 1.56
Country data 7 10.94
Total 64 100.00

12. Optimal sample size Not calculated 63 98.44
Calculated 1 1.56
Total 64 100.00

13. Data collection methods Questionnaire 13 20.31
Secondary 12 18.75
Mixed 0 0.00
Interview 39 60.94
Observation 0 0.00
Total 64 100.00

14. Source of scale used Foreign scale is used exactly 9 75.00
Original questions with 

foreign scale
0 0.00

Foreign scale harmonized 3 25.00
Total 12 100.00

15. Reliability and validity 
level of the scale

Not given 0 0.00

Measurements in Türkiye 
are given

12 100.00

Measurements in Türkiye 
and foreign studies are 
given

0 0,00

Total 12 100.00
16. Social desirability effect Uncontrolled 64 100.00

Total 64 100.00
17. Method of application 

of the survey
By mail 3 15.79

By hand (attended) 10 52.63
Not given 6 31.58
By hand (unattended) 0 0.00
Total 19 100.00

(continued)
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Table 4.6 (continued)

Variables Criteria F %

18. Interview method Not given 0 0.00
Planned 4 10.26
Semi-planned 35 89.74
Unplanned 0 0.00
Total 39 100.00

19. Observation method Not given 0 0
With participation 0 0
Total 0 0

20. Secondary data methods Literature 1 8.33
Document 6 50.00
Statistics 5 41.67
Total 12 100.00

Table 4.7 Frequency distributions by data analysis phase criteria

Variables Criteria F %

22. Data analysis method Quantitative 12 18.75
Qualitative 50 78.13
Quantitative and qualitative 2 3.13
Total 64 100.00

23. Quantitative methods Univariate analysis methods 3 21.43
Bivariate analysis methods 4 28.57
Multivariate analysis methods 7 50.00
Total 14 100.00

24. Qualitative methods Speech analysis 1 1.96
Content analysis 9 17.65
Analytical comparison 5 9.80
Discourse analysis 36 70.59
Total 51 100.00

25. Statistical package 
program usage

Used 20 31.25
Unused 44 68.75
Total 64 100.00

4  Conclusion

The studies were evaluated in terms of three dimensions: research design, 
data collection method, and data analysis method. The debates that char-
acterize social science and science can be considered as two wings in terms 
of ontological, epistemological, human-natural and methodological 

4 A Content Analysis of Research on Refugee Entrepreneurship… 
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stances, and subjective (subjectivist)-objective (objective) dimensions. 
The objectivist approach asserts the existence of reality or existence inde-
pendent of the human mind. In addition, this approach suggests that it 
is possible to be objective by accepting that reality or existence as such is 
something that can be known and explained. The subjectivist approach 
claims that objectivity can be achieved by accepting that reality or exis-
tence is “not ready there” but can be understood by referring to “intelli-
gence” (Akyüz, 2003). In this study, it was observed that the objectivist 
method was dominant in almost all of the studies examined. In our coun-
try, the dominance of objectivist methodology is in question not only in 
such studies but also in almost all branches of science. This institutional 
effect causes academicians conducting scientific research to go to method-
ical monotony in order to “legitimate” their work (even if they don’t feel 
comfortable with it) and to conform to the majority (Özen, 2000).

The aim of the research design in the examined academic studies is to 
explain the research problem they are dealing with. It is also seen that the 
studies adopt the mission of directing the practice. In the literature review 
on refugee entrepreneurs, a study was found that both describes the sub-
ject examined and wants to reveal causal relationships and carries the 
mission of contributing to the theory. When evaluated in terms of the 
hypothesis tests developed by the researches regarding the problems they 
pose, it was observed that most of them did not have any hypotheses. 
Studies that have some hypotheses have clearly stated these hypotheses. 
In addition, the data-driven approach (from empirical data to theory) 
was also used, mostly the classical approach, which they used while devel-
oping these hypotheses. While the classical approach is about testing the 
validity of a pre-established theory with empirical data, in the latter, there 
is no ready-made theory and the theory is formed with the collected data 
and hypotheses regarding this theory are developed during the research 
process (Bailey, 1982; Özen, 2000).

It is seen that the studies on refugee entrepreneurs are mostly written 
on Syrian entrepreneurs and their activities and experiences. It has been 
determined that some studies deal with a general issue on refugee entre-
preneurship. Some of them were written on Kyrgyz, Kazakh, and Balkan 
immigrant entrepreneurs. It is thought that the main reasons why there 
are so many publications on Syrian entrepreneurs are as follows: trying to 
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save their lives by escaping from war, violence, and persecution, Syrians 
have had to seek shelters to save their lives, either inside or outside the 
country. Neighboring countries, especially Türkiye, had to host millions 
of refugees who had to leave their homes. Türkiye has become the world’s 
largest host country for refugees, including Syrians, since 2014. This situ-
ation has affected the economic, political, and demographic structure of 
the country. For this reason, it attracts the attention of many researchers 
and the number of academic studies on the subject is increasing every 
year. For this reason, it is thought that the number of studies on Syrian 
refugees is quite high compared to other refugee groups.

While the source of the subjects of more than half of the examined 
studies is Turkish literature and practices, the subject source of some of 
them is foreign literature and applications. In addition, it has been 
revealed that the studies are carried out relatively far from universality. 
Accordingly, studies that adopt the assumption of relativity regarding 
refugee entrepreneurship are skeptical of foreign theories. For this reason, 
they seek to produce concepts and theories specific to their own culture. 
When the analysis levels of the studies were evaluated, it was seen that 
while the “individual” (micro level) and “society” (macro) levels predomi-
nated, there were also studies at the “organization/s” (meso level) level. 
This situation reveals linear results with the assumption of intercultural 
permeability generally adopted in scientific studies. Making evaluations 
in terms of the analysis levels of the studies, in terms of national/social, 
organizational, and individual approaches, provide a versatile assessment 
on refugee entrepreneurship. Being able to reveal the impact dimensions 
for each level has important results in terms of gaining a holistic perspec-
tive on the subject.

In the data collection phase, it is seen that the methods of interview, 
questionnaires, and secondary sources are the most used methods, respec-
tively. It was observed that the scales used mostly consisted of foreign 
scales. In addition, it has been determined that studies include scales that 
harmonize the foreign scale with cultural values. All the studies have 
neglected to control the social desirability effect of the scale used. When 
the studies discussed in terms of sampling types are evaluated, it is seen 
that nonprobability sampling methods are mostly used. On the other 
hand, some studies have applied to probabilistic sampling methods, 
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although they are few in number. In most studies, no sample size calcula-
tions were made regarding the extent to which the sample was representa-
tive of the general population. Considering the nature of the sources used 
for data collection in the field, researchers mostly contacted refugees one-
on-one. In addition to the studies conducted with politicians and busi-
nesses, studies were also conducted on country data and financial 
statements as a secondary source. The fact that studies are carried out 
directly on refugee entrepreneurs and the information is obtained from 
the first source strengthens the validity and reliability of the subjects stud-
ied, while providing access to accurate information. It is seen that the 
interviews and surveys are generally carried out manually (with participa-
tion) and in a semi-planned manner. It has been determined that the 
studies applying the secondary sources method mostly provide the 
research data through documents and statistics. In studies conducted 
using any scale, information on the reliability and validity of the scale was 
provided by giving measurements in Türkiye.

When the results of the data analysis part are compiled, it is seen that 
qualitative analysis methods are used more heavily in the analysis parts of 
the studies examined. This situation shows that the idea that quantitative 
analysis is the best method in the minds of researchers in general has been 
demolished. In addition, the use of qualitative methods in the context of 
refugee entrepreneurs is thought to be a more appropriate method for 
obtaining deeper information on the subject. Quantitative studies are 
weaker than qualitative studies in terms of detailed information and may 
exhibit a structure that is more susceptible to misunderstanding of expres-
sions due to reasons such as language differences. However, this situation 
is not an obstacle to conducting quantitative studies on the subject. It is 
seen that some studies examined used quantitative methods. The inclu-
sion of studies that apply both quantitative and qualitative analysis meth-
ods allows for the suggestions for the research problem to be put forward 
with a more holistic approach. Therefore, both the predominance of 
qualitative studies and the presence of studies using both methods in the 
same study are a promising result in terms of future scientific studies.

It was seen that qualitative analysis methods were analyzed with both 
classical and interpretive methods. It is seen that quantitative studies are 
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evaluated with univariate, bivariate, and multivariate analysis methods. 
Finally, it is seen that the use of statistical analysis programs has changed 
according to the method used in the studies. However, it can be stated 
that the trend is toward not using more statistical programs.

References

Aad, Y. (2020). Gaziantep’teki suriyeli göçmen girişimciler üzerine bir araştırma 
[A research on Syrian immigrant entrepreneurs in Gaziantep]. Unpublished 
master’s thesis, Gaziantep University.

Abbara, D. (2020). Economic engagement of refugees analyzing success factors and 
barriers of Syrian refugee entrepreneurs in Turkey: Case of Istanbul. Unpublished 
master’s thesis, İbn Haldun University.

AI. (2021). Mülteci Hakları [Refugee rights]. Retrieved January 7, 2022, from 
https://www.amnesty.org.tr/

Akyiğit, H. (2021). Eşyaların mekân aidiyeti ve sosyo-mekânsal davranışlarla 
ilişkisi: Sakarya’da Suriyeli girişimciler [The spatial belonging of things and 
their relationship with socio-spatial behaviors: Syrian entrepreneurs in 
Sakarya]. Anemon Muş Alparslan Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 9 
(Toplum & Siyaset), 55–65.

Akyiğit, H., & Baki, Z. (2021). Sosyal sermayenin göç ve etnik girişimcilik 
üzerindeki etkisi: İzmir’deki Suriyeli küçük girişimciler [The impact of social 
capital on migration and ethnic entrepreneurship: Syrian small entrepreneurs 
in Izmir]. Yorum Yönetim Yöntem Uluslararası Yönetim Ekonomi ve Felsefe 
Dergisi, 9(1), 67–88.

Akyol, F. (2019). Refugee entrepreneurship in Turkey: The case of Syrians in 
Gaziantep. Unpublished master’s thesis, Gaziantep University.

Akyüz, İ. (2003). Nasıl Bir Sosyal Bilim–Temel Sorunlar ve Yaklaşımlar [How a 
Social Science-Basic Problems and Approaches]. Usul İslam Araştırmaları, 
15(15), 191–196.

Alahmad, Z. (2020). Syrian immigrants as urban entrepreneurs: Small business 
ownership and the sense of place in Gaziantep. Unpublished master’s thesis, 
Gaziantep University.

Almohammad, D., Durrah, O., Alkhalaf, T., & Rashid, M. (2021). 
Entrepreneurship in crisis: The determinants of Syrian refugees’ entrepre-
neurial intentions in Turkey. Sustainability, 13(15), 8602.

4 A Content Analysis of Research on Refugee Entrepreneurship… 

https://www.amnesty.org.tr/


80

Alrawadieh, Z., Altinay, L., Cetin, G., & Şimşek, D. (2021). The interface 
between hospitality and tourism entrepreneurship, integration and  well- being: 
A study of refugee entrepreneurs. International Journal of Hospitality 
Management, 97, 103013.

Alrefaie, J. (2021). The role of the entrepreneurship support programs in responding 
to the challenges refugee entrepreneurs face: The case of Syrian refugee entrepre-
neurs in Turkey. Unpublished master’s thesis, Marmara University.

Atasü-Topcuoğlu, R. (2019). Syrian refugee entrepreneurship in Turkey: 
Integration and the use of immigrant capital in the informal economy. Social 
Inclusion, 7(4), 200–210.

Ateş, F. (2021). Suriyeli göçmen girişimcilerin deneyimlerinin ve müşterilerin göç-
men girişimcilerden alışveriş yapma motivasyonlarının incelenmesi [Examining 
the experiences of Syrian migrant entrepreneurs and the motivations of customers 
to shop from migrant entrepreneurs]. Unpublished master’s thesis, Karabük 
University.

Aygül, H.  H. (2018). Mülteci emeği̇nin Türkiye işgücü piyasalarindaki 
görünümü ve etkileri [The appearance and effects of refugee labor in the 
Turkish labor market]. Süleyman Demirel Üniversitesi Vizyoner Dergisi, 
9(20), 68–82.

Bailey, K. D. (1982). Methods of social research. The Free Press.
Baki, Z. (2021). Suriyeli girişimcilerin etnik ekonomi oluşturmalarında sosyal ser-

mayenin rolü: İzmir örneği [The role of social capital in the creation of an ethnic 
economy by Syrian entrepreneurs: The case of İzmir]. Unpublished master’s the-
sis, Sakarya University.

Basılgan, M. (2019). Uluslararasi iktisadi aktörler olarak mülteciler: Suriyeli mül-
teci girişimcilerin davranışı üzerine bir alan çalışması [Refugees as international 
economic actors: A field study on the behavior of Syrian refugee entrepreneurs]. 
VI. Yıldız International Congress of Social Sciences, Istanbul.

Cakici, A., Yilmaz, S., & Cakici, A. C. (2018). Türk esnafin suriyeli mülteci 
esnaf hakkındaki tutumu: Mersin’de bir araştırma [Turkish tradesmen’s atti-
tude towards Syrian refugee tradesmen: A study in Mersin]. Pressacademia 
procedia, 7(1), 367–371.

Çatalkaya, M. A. (2018). Türkiye’deki Suriyeli sığınmacı girişimcilerin ülke eko-
nomisine katkıları: İstanbul örneği [Contribution of Syrian refugee entrepre-
neurs in Turkey to the country’s economy: The case of Istanbul]. Unpublished 
master’s thesis. İstanbul Ticaret University.

 B. Yiğitol and A. Y. Gezgin



81

Çesteneci, Y. (2012). Göçmenlik olgusunun girişimcilik eğilimi üzerindeki etkileri 
[The effects of immigration phenomenon on entrepreneurial tendency]. 
Unpublished master’s thesis, Sakarya University.

Çetin, İ. (2016). Suriyeli Mültecilerin İşgücüne Katılımları ve Entegrasyon: 
Adana-Mersin Örneği [Labor force participation and integration of Syrian 
refugees: The case of Adana-Mersin]. Gaziantep University Journal of Social 
Sciences, 15(4), 1001–1016.

Çolak, Y. (2019). İtme-çekme faktörlerinin Türkiye’de faaliyet gösteren Suriyeli göç-
men girişimcilerin algılanan rekabet stratejileri üzerindeki etkisi [The effect of 
push-pull factors on the perceived competitive strategies of Syrian migrant entre-
preneurs operating in Turkey]. Unpublished master’s thesis, Karadeniz Teknik 
University.

Demir, A. O. (2018). Syrian entrepreneurs in Turkey: Challenges and opportu-
nities. İstanbul Ticaret Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 34, 109–130.

Deniz, D. (2017). Türkiye’deki Suriyeli mülteci girişimcilerin oluşum süreci ve 
özellikleri [The formation process and characteristics of Syrian refugee entrepre-
neurs in Turkey]. Unpublished master’s thesis, Mustafa Kemal University.

Deniz, D., & Reyhanoğlu, M. (2018). İten ve çeken faktörler temelinde 
Türkiye’deki Suriyeli mültecilerin girişimci olma nedenleri [Reasons for 
Syrian refugees in Turkey to become entrepreneurs on the basis of push and 
pull factors]. Journal of Entrepreneurship and Innovation Management, 
7(2), 33–66.

Duman, E. Ş. (2019). Türkiye’deki Suriyeli göçmen girişimciler üzerine bir alan 
araştırması [A field study on Syrian migrant entrepreneurs in Turkey]. 
Unpublished master’s thesis, Marmara University.

Duman, E. Ş., & Özdemirci, A. (2020). Türkiye’deki Suriyeli göçmen 
girişimciler üzerine bir alan araştırması [A field study on Syrian migrant 
entrepreneurs in Turkey]. Journal of Administrative Sciences, 18(37), 629–656.

Ekici, S., & Tuncel, G. (2015). Göç ve insan [Migration and people]. Birey ve 
Toplum Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 5(1), 9–22.

Eryılmaz, M. (2019a). Mülteci Girişimcilik [Refugee Entrepreneurship]. In 
H.  Karadal (Ed.), Girişimcilik [Entrepreneurship] (pp.  330–346). 
Beta Yayınevi.

Eryılmaz, M. (2019b). Suriye Mutfağının Mülteci Girişimciler Eliyle Türkiye 
Bağlamına Seyahati: Bir Çeviri Hikayesi [A Travel of Syrian Cuisine to Turkey 
Context by Refugee Entrepreneurs: A Translation Story]. 27. Ulusal Yönetim ve 
Organizasyon Kongresi, Antalya, Türkiye, 18–20 Nisan 2019, 786–794.

4 A Content Analysis of Research on Refugee Entrepreneurship… 



82

Fansa, M. (2021). Kimim Ben? Göçmen, sığınmacı, mülteci, yabancı, vatansız 
ve geçici koruma: Türkiye’deki Suriyeliler [Who am I? Immigrant, asylum 
seeker, refugee, foreigner, stateless and temporary protection: Syrians in 
Turkey]. Antakiyat, 4(2), 289–306.

GOC (2022). Retrieved January 20, 2022, from https://www.goc.gov.tr/
Göncü, S. C. (2019). Türkiye’de Suriyeli göçmen girişimciliği: bir gömülü teori 

çalışması [Syrian migrant entrepreneurship in Turkey: an embedded theory 
study]. Unpublished master’s thesis, İstanbul University.

Güngördü, F. N. (2021). Refugee emplacement in urban areas: The multi-scalar 
mobility patterns and location choices of Syrian refugees in İzmir, Turkey. 
Unpublished doctoral dissertation, Orta Doğu Teknik University.

Güngördü, S. (2018). Göçmen girişimcilerin kişilik özellikleri ve göçmen 
girişimcilik üzerine algıları [Personality traits of immigrant entrepreneurs and 
their perceptions on immigrant entrepreneurship]. Unpublished master’s thesis, 
İzmir Katip Çelebi University.

Hajhazzaa, S. (2021). Göçmen girişimcilerin kişilik özellikleri ve göçmenlik 
üzerine algıları suriyeli göçmenler üzerine bir araştırma [Personality traits of 
immigrant entrepreneurs and their perceptions on immigration a research on 
Syrian immigrants]. Harran University.

Hove, K. (2018). Drivers and impact of migrant entrepreneurship on socioeconomic 
integration from a mixed embeddedness perspective: Case study of the Turks in 
Ghent, Belgium. Unpublished doctoral dissertation, Dokuz Eylül 
University, Turkey.

ILO. (2020). ILO Türkiye mülteciler ve ev sahibi topluluklara destek programi 
[ILO Turkey Support program for refugees and host communities], Retrieved 
January 20, 2022, from https://www.ilo.org/ankara/projects/WCMS_ 
702144/lang%2D%2Dtr/index.htm#:~:text=2016’dan%20bu%20
yana%20m%C3%BCltec i l e r, t i care t%20ve%20konaklama%20
sekt%C3%B6rlerinde%20%C3%A7al%C4%B1%C5%9F%C4%B1yor

International Migrant Stock (2020). International Migration 2020 Highlights. 
Retrieved January 20, 2022, from https://www.un.org/development/desa/
pd/sites/www.un.org.development.desa.pd/files/undesa_pd_2020_interna-
tional_migration_highlights.pdf.

IOM. (2020). World Migration Report 2020 (Turkish): Chapter 2. Retrieved 
January 20, 2022, from https://publications.iom.int/es/node/2555

Kachkar, O. A. (2019). Refugee entrepreneurship: Empirical quantitative evi-
dence on microenterprises in refugee camps in Turkey. Journal of Immigrant 
& Refugee Studies, 17(3), 333–352.

 B. Yiğitol and A. Y. Gezgin

https://www.goc.gov.tr/
https://www.ilo.org/ankara/projects/WCMS_702144/lang--tr/index.htm#:~:text=2016’dan bu yana mülteciler
https://www.ilo.org/ankara/projects/WCMS_702144/lang--tr/index.htm#:~:text=2016’dan bu yana mülteciler
https://www.ilo.org/ankara/projects/WCMS_702144/lang--tr/index.htm#:~:text=2016’dan bu yana mülteciler
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/sites/www.un.org.development.desa.pd/files/undesa_pd_2020_international_migration_highlights.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/sites/www.un.org.development.desa.pd/files/undesa_pd_2020_international_migration_highlights.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/sites/www.un.org.development.desa.pd/files/undesa_pd_2020_international_migration_highlights.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/es/node/2555


83

Kaplan, M., & Bedük, A. (2019). Diaspora girişimcilik: Suriyeli girişimcilerin 
diaspora girişim sahipliği modeline bağlı değerlendirmesi [Diaspora entre-
preneurship: Evaluation of Syrian entrepreneurs on the diaspora entrepre-
neurship model]. Sosyal Ekonomik Araştırmalar Dergisi, 19(38), 231–241.

Karan, O., Çakır, B., & Kurtarır, E. (2020). Hatay’daki Suriyeli mültecilerin 
girişimcilik alanındaki deneyimleri ve mekânsal faktörler [Experiences of 
Syrian refugees in Hatay in the field of entrepreneurship and spatial factors]. 
Göç dergisi, 7(1), 77–94.

Karasu, I. (2020). Suriyeli sığınmacı girişimciler ile şanlıurfalı girişimcilerin 
girişimci profili üzerine karşılaştırılmalı bir alan araştırması [A comparative 
field study on the entrepreneurial profile of Syrian refugee entrepreneurs and 
entrepreneurs from Şanlıurfa]. Unpublished master’s thesis, Harran University.

Kaştan, Y. (2015). Türkiye’de göç yaşamış çocukların eğitim sürecinde 
karşılaşılan problemler [Problems encountered in the education process of 
children who have migrated in Turkey]. Uluslararası Sosyal ve Eğitim Bilimleri 
Dergisi, 2(4), 216–229.

Kayalar, M., & Yıldız, S. (2019). Türkiye’deki Suriyelilerin ve Suriyeli 
girişimcilerin diaspora yaklaşımları bağlamında incelenmesi-evaluation of 
Syrians and Syrian entrepreneurs in Turkey on context of diaspora approaches. 
Mehmet Akif Ersoy Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitüsü Dergisi, 
10(25), 454–466.

Kenanoğlu, M. (2019). Refugee integration and entrepreneurship: The case of 
Syrians in Turkey. Unpublished master’s thesis, Orta Doğu Teknik University, .

Kılıç, A.  R. (2019). Türkiye’deki Suriyeli göçmenlerin girişimcilik faaliyetleri 
üzerine bir araştırma: İstanbul/Esenyurt Örneği [A research on the entrepre-
neurial activities of Syrian immigrants in Turkey: The Case of Istanbul/Esenyurt]. 
Unpublished master’s thesis, Van Yüzüncü Yıl University.

Kısha, H. (2019). Refugee entrepreneurship exploring the challenges and obstacles 
faced by refugee entrepreneurs in Turkey. Unpublished master’s thesis, Atılım 
University.

Kişman, Z.  A., & Yalçın, H. (2020). The Syrian refugees’ entrepreneurship 
activities in Turkey: Gaziantep case. Equinox journal of Economics Business 
and Political Studies, 7(2), 82–113.

Kloosterman, R., & Van der Leun, J. (1999). Just for starters: Commercial gen-
trification by immigrant entrepreneurs in Amsterdam and Rotterdam neigh-
bourhoods. Housing Studies, 14, 659–677.

4 A Content Analysis of Research on Refugee Entrepreneurship… 



84

Koyuncu, A. (2020). Toplumsal kabulde ekonominin imkânı Konya’daki 
Suriyeli girişimciler [Possibility of economy in social acceptance Syrian entre-
preneurs in Konya]. İnsan & Toplum, 10(3), 101–131.

Kulalı, G. (2020). Göçmen girişimcilerin kuruluş aşaması finansmanı: İsveç/
Göteborg’daki Türk restoran sahipleri örneklemi [Start-up financing of 
immigrant entrepreneurs: a sample of Turkish restaurant owners in 
Gothenburg, Sweden]. Celal Bayar Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 18(sp. 
Issue), 359–376.

Kunzendorf, L. (2019). From refugees to employees: A comparison of the labour 
market integration of Syrian refugees in Turkey and Germany. Unpublished 
master’s thesis, İstanbul Bilgi University.

Mıkatı, S. (2021). Right of refugees between laws, human security and state secu-
rity: The case of Syrian refugees. Unpublished master’s thesis, İstanbul Aydın 
University.

Nas, T. İ., & Çolak, Y. (2021). İtme ve çekme faktörlerinin göçmen girişimlerin 
algılanan rekabet stratejileri üzerindeki etkisi: Suriyeli göçmen girişimci 
örneği [The impact of push and pull factors on the perceived competitive 
strategies of immigrant enterprises: The case of Syrian immigrant entrepre-
neurs]. Global Journal of Economics and Business Studies, 9(18), 68–89.

Nowrasteh, A., & Eyyuboğlu, B. (2016). Suriyeli mülteci krizine iktisadî bakış 
[An economic perspective on the Syrian refugee crisis]. Liberal düşünce der-
gisi, 82, 173–182.

Özen, Ş. (2000). Türk Yönetim/Organizasyon Yazininda Yöntem Sorunu: 
Kongre Bildirileri Üzerine Bir Inceleme. Doğu Akdeniz Üniversitesi Turizm 
Arastirmalari Dergisi, 1(1), 89–118.

Özkul, G., & Dengiz, S. (2018). Suriyeli göçmenlerin girişimci olmalarını 
etkileyen faktörler: Hatay ili örneği [Factors affecting Syrian immigrants to 
become entrepreneurs: The case of Hatay province]. 1. Third Sector Social 
Economic Review, 53(3), 1044.

Öztürk, A. (2017). The production of refugee subjectivities in the state discourse: 
The case of Syrian refugees in Turkey. Unpublished master’s thesis, İstanbul 
Şehir University.

Pécoud, A. (2003). Self-employment and immigrants’ incorporation: The case 
of Turks in Germany. Immigrants and Minorities, 22, 247–261.

Pehlivan, U. (2021). Mülteci girişimciliği: Suriyeli mültecilerin iş piyasalarına 
etkileri ve iş ağları [Refugee entrepreneurship: Effects of Syrian refugees on job 
markets and business networks]. Unpublished doctoral dissertation, Başkent 
University.

 B. Yiğitol and A. Y. Gezgin



85

Pehlivan, U., & Karaatlı, B. (2020). Kavramsal, kuramsal ve hukuki bağlamda 
mülteci girişimciliği: Türkiye’deki Suriyeli mülteci girişimciliğinin analizi 
[Refugee entrepreneurship in conceptual, theoretical and legal context: An 
analysis of Syrian refugee entrepreneurship in Turkey]. Süleyman Demirel 
Üniversitesi İktisadi ve İdari Bilimler Fakültesi Dergisi, 25(1), 15–41.

Refugees Association. (2022). Türkiye’deki Suriyeli Sayısı Mayıs 2022 [Number of 
Syrians in Turkey May 2022]. Retrieved January 20, 2022, from https://mul-
teciler.org.tr/turkiyedeki- suriyeli- sayisi/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA64GRBhCZARIs
AHOLriKS78qI8zQM- 6LPhLmRDdClb3JYHLLmMlLTA4uHQrOSTqC
3mGVNfHgaAn7WEALw_wcB

Şahin, M., & Göksal, K. (2020). Dünyada göçmenlik ve kayit dişi istihdam 
ilişkisi [Relationship between immigration and unregistered employment in the 
world]. Retrieved January 20, 2022, from https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/
groups/public/%2D%2D- europe/%2D%2D- ro- geneva/%2D%2D- ilo- 
ankara/documents/publication/wcms_764195.pdf

Saleh, A. S. M. (2017). Immigrant entrepreneurship challenges and opportunities: 
Case study of Turkish immigrant entrepreneurs in Canada [Immigrant entrepre-
neurship challenges and opportunities: Case study of Turkish immigrant entrepre-
neurs in Canada]. Unpublished master’s thesis, Anadolu University.

Santamaria-Velasco, C. A., Del Mar Benavides-Espinosa, M., & Simón-Moya, 
V. (2021). The refugee entrepreneurship process from/in emerging econo-
mies. International Entrepreneurship and Management Journal, 17, 549–570.

Shinnar, R. S., & Zamantılı Nayır, D. (2019). Immigrant entrepreneurship in 
an emerging economy: The case of Turkey. Journal of Small Business 
Management, 57(2), 559–575.

Shneikat, B., & Alrawadieh, Z. (2019). Unraveling refugee entrepreneurship 
and its role in integration: Empirical evidence from the hospitality industry. 
The Service Industries Journal, 39(9–10), 741–761.

Şimşek, D. (2020). Integration processes of Syrian refugees in Turkey: Class- 
based integration. Journal of Refugee Studies, 33(3), 537–554.

Subanova, A. (2013). Türkiye’deki Kırgız ve Kazak Kökenli Göçmen Girişimciler 
Üzerine Bir Alan Araştırması [Relationship between immigration and unregis-
tered employment in the world]. Unpublished master’s thesis, Hacettepe 
University.

Süngü, A. (2019). Designing transitions towards integration: Entrepreneurial 
capacity development for Syrians in Turkey. Unpublished master’s thesis, Orta 
Doğu Teknik University.

4 A Content Analysis of Research on Refugee Entrepreneurship… 

https://multeciler.org.tr/turkiyedeki-suriyeli-sayisi/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA64GRBhCZARIsAHOLriKS78qI8zQM-6LPhLmRDdClb3JYHLLmMlLTA4uHQrOSTqC3mGVNfHgaAn7WEALw_wcB
https://multeciler.org.tr/turkiyedeki-suriyeli-sayisi/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA64GRBhCZARIsAHOLriKS78qI8zQM-6LPhLmRDdClb3JYHLLmMlLTA4uHQrOSTqC3mGVNfHgaAn7WEALw_wcB
https://multeciler.org.tr/turkiyedeki-suriyeli-sayisi/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA64GRBhCZARIsAHOLriKS78qI8zQM-6LPhLmRDdClb3JYHLLmMlLTA4uHQrOSTqC3mGVNfHgaAn7WEALw_wcB
https://multeciler.org.tr/turkiyedeki-suriyeli-sayisi/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA64GRBhCZARIsAHOLriKS78qI8zQM-6LPhLmRDdClb3JYHLLmMlLTA4uHQrOSTqC3mGVNfHgaAn7WEALw_wcB
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---europe/---ro-geneva/---ilo-ankara/documents/publication/wcms_764195.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---europe/---ro-geneva/---ilo-ankara/documents/publication/wcms_764195.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---europe/---ro-geneva/---ilo-ankara/documents/publication/wcms_764195.pdf


86

Taş, A., & Çitçi, U.  S. (2009). Göçmen girişimcilerin girişimsel yolculukları: 
Türkiye’deki balkan girişimciler [Entrepreneurial journeys of immigrant entre-
preneurs: Balkan entrepreneurs in Turkey]. 1st International Congress of 
History and Culture in the Balkans (pp.  375–388). 10–16 May, 
Pristina, Kosovo.

Toker, A., & Kozak, N. (2020). Göçmenlerin girişimcilik davranışlarının kül-
türel açıdan incelenmesi [Cultural examination of entrepreneurial behavior 
of immigrants]. Anatolia: Turizm Araştırmaları Dergisi, 31(3), 287–298.

Türker, S. (2020). Hedef ülke Türkiye’nin Suriyeli girişimcileri: İstanbul örneği 
[Syrian entrepreneurs of the target country Turkey: The example of Istanbul]. 
Unpublished master’s thesis, Marmara University.

Ülker, R. B. (2004). Entrepreneurial practices of Turkish immigrants in Berlin. 
Unpublished master’s thesis, Orta Doğu Teknik University.

Undesa. (2019). International Migration 2019. Retrieved January 20, 2022, 
from https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/pub-
lications/migrationreport/docs/InternationalMigration2019_Report.pdf

Undesa. (2020). International Migration 2020. Retrieved January 20, 2022, 
from https://www.un.org/en/desa/international- migration- 2020- highlights

UNHRC. (2016). Mülteci ve Göçmen? Sözcük seçimleri önemlidir [Refugee and 
immigrant? Word choices are important]. Retrieved January 20, 2022, from 
https://www.unhcr.org/cy/wp- content/uploads/sites/41/2018/02/
UNHCR_Refugee_or_Migrant_TR.pdf

UNHRC. (2021). What is a Refugee? Retrieved January 20, 2022, from https://
www.unrefugees.org/refugee- facts/what- is- a- refugee/

Ünlüer, E. (2015). Externalization of the refugee responsibility: The role of Turkey 
within the international refugee system with special regard to Afghan refugees. 
Unpublished master’s thesis, Orta Doğu Teknik University.

Uygur, N. G. (2020). Syrian refugee entrepreneurs in labour market: The case of 
İstanbul. Türkiye Sosyal Araştırmalar Dergisi, 24(1), 99–110.

Uzun, Z. (2019). Türkiye’deki Suriyeli göçmelerin girişimcilik deneyimleri: 
Gaziantep Örneği [Entrepreneurial experiences of Syrian immigrants in Turkey: 
The Case of Gaziantep]. Unpublished doctoral dissertation, Hacettepe 
University.

Wali, H. (2020). The efficiency of the united nations high commissioner for refugees 
in the international refugee protection regime: The case of Syrian refugees in 
Lebanon, Jordan, and Turkey. Unpublished doctoral dissertation, Kocaeli 
University.

 B. Yiğitol and A. Y. Gezgin

https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/publications/migrationreport/docs/InternationalMigration2019_Report.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/publications/migrationreport/docs/InternationalMigration2019_Report.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/desa/international-migration-2020-highlights
https://www.unhcr.org/cy/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2018/02/UNHCR_Refugee_or_Migrant_TR.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/cy/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2018/02/UNHCR_Refugee_or_Migrant_TR.pdf
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/


87

Wauters, B., & Lambrecht, J. (2006). Refugee entrepreneurship in Belgium: 
Potential and practice. The International Entrepreneurship and Management 
Journal, 2(4), 509–525.

Worldbank. 2021. 10 years on, Turkey continues its support for an ever-growing 
number of Syrian refugees. Retrieved January 20, 2022, from https://www.
worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2021/06/22/10- years- on- turkey- 
 continues- its- support- for- an- ever- growing- number- of- syrian- refugees

Yıldırım, İ., & Yüksekbilgili, Ö. (2021). Göçmen girişimciliği ve Suriyeli göç-
menlerin iş kurma sorunları [Migrant entrepreneurship and business estab-
lishment problems of Syrian immigrants]. Socrates Journal of Interdisciplinary 
Social Studies, 7(10), 112–130.

Yıldız, S. (2017). Diaspora girişimcilik: Türkiye’deki Suriyeli girişimcilerin profili 
[Diaspora entrepreneurship: Profile of Syrian entrepreneurs in Turkey]. 
Unpublished doctoral dissertation, İzmir Katip Çelebi University.

Yılmaz, B. (2019). Girişimci Suriyeli sığınmacıların işgücü piyasası deneyimleri: 
Fatih örneği [Labor market experiences of enterprising Syrian refugees: The case 
of Fatih]. Unpublished master’s thesis, Marmara University.

4 A Content Analysis of Research on Refugee Entrepreneurship… 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2021/06/22/10-years-on-turkey-continues-its-support-for-an-ever-growing-number-of-syrian-refugees
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2021/06/22/10-years-on-turkey-continues-its-support-for-an-ever-growing-number-of-syrian-refugees
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2021/06/22/10-years-on-turkey-continues-its-support-for-an-ever-growing-number-of-syrian-refugees

	4: A Content Analysis of Research on Refugee Entrepreneurship in Türkiye
	1	 Introduction
	2	 Methodology
	2.1	 Research Method

	3	 Findings of the Research
	3.1	 Research Design Phase
	3.2	 Data Collection Phase
	3.3	 Data Analysis Phase

	4	 Conclusion
	References




