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Abstract. With the continuous rise of industry 4.0 applications, artificial intelli-
gence and data driven monitoring systems for machine tools proved themselves as
highly capable alternatives to classical analytical approaches. However, their pre-
cision is limited to a number of crucial aspects. One of the main aspects revolves
around the lack of meaningful data, which leads to imprecise and false model pre-
dictions. This issue is closely linked to production processes and machine tools
in production engineering, as the available amount of meaningful real data is
strongly limited. The usage of simulation models to acquire additional synthetic
data is able to fill this lack. This work looks into improving the prediction accuracy
of a deep learningmodel for temperature forecasting of a 3-axis precisionmachine
by combing and comparing real process data with domain randomized simulation
data. The used thermal simulation model is based on finite element models of
the machine assemblies. Model order reduction techniques were applied to the
FE models to reduce the computational effort, increasing the simulation-to-reality
gap. The approach is evaluated on unseen real data, demonstrating the underlying
potential of the inclusion of synthetic data from simulation models of machine
behavior.

Keywords: Condition monitoring · Synthetic data · Domain randomization ·
Deep learning forecasting · Digital twins

1 Introduction

In machine tool engineering as well as robotics, the correct positioning of the tool
center point (TCP) is at most importance for ensuring a functioning workflow, as well
as meeting component quality standards. This is especially the case for high precision
tasks such as milling and grinding. However, despite regular calibrations of the TCP,
temperature induced deformations during different operation tasks lead to offsets of
the TCP [1]. In dependence of the magnitude, these offsets lead to rejections of high
precision components. One possible way to counteract is the usage of digital twins such
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as simulation models, which run in parallel to the machine tool and predict temperature
induced displacements based on real load cases [2]. With this information, the TCP can
be adjusted in real time. As advantageous as this approach is, it still has shortcomings.
In particular, the computational time necessary, for a high precision finite element (FE)
thermo-mechanical simulation of a machine tool, limiting the complexity of the model
to meet the real time computation requirements. As well as the limitation to solely
one prediction step, restricting additional features, which profit from a multi-horizon
forecasting.

These shortcomings can be eliminated with the usage of Deep Learning (DL) fore-
casting models [2]. Two of the currently best performing DL forecasting models are
DeepAR [3] and the Temporal Fusion Transformer (TFT) [4]. Both models are based on
Recurrent Neural Networks (RNN) and specially designed for probabilistic time series
multi-horizon forecasting. However, as powerful as these models can be, they are limited
to two crucial aspects: the historic data itself, and the available amount of data [5]. As
the prediction is limited to past events, previously unknown process behaviors and errors
will not be detected. Whereas, not enough data of the overall process and possible error
cases leads to imprecise and false predictions. These issues are closely linked to produc-
tion processes and machine tools in production engineering. Machine tools are mostly
individual or custom constructions—even if structurally identical, they often differ in
features, equipment level and purpose. Therefore, their production behaviours are not
fully comparable and data acquisitionmust happen at the individualmachine [6]. In total,
the availability and accessibility of enough high-quality data of production processes and
machine tools for Artificial Intelligence (AI) based applications is not given. The col-
laboration of a physical simulation based digital twin to synthetically generate data for
the AI model can fill the lack of accessible real data [7]. Unfortunately, discrepancies
between simulations and the real world make the transfer challenging. This reality gap
[8] postulates that even the most complex simulation is not able to represent reality in
all its details, due to inaccurate parametrization, model simplifications and unmodeled
physical effects, for instance such as wear-and-tear and local environmental influences.
The synthetic data source does not represent reality well enough to be used in a direct
equivalence with real world data [9]. Bridging this gap is crucial in the expansion of
available machine tool data sets and filling the existing lack of data. In robotics and
robotic learning, Domain Randomization (DR) techniques are used to enable a compa-
rability of graphical simulated image data with real data to further expand the learning
data sets [8]. The goal of these approaches is to adjust the data distribution of simulated
data sets to either match the distribution of real data [10] or let the real data distribution
be a subset of the synthetic data distribution [11].

This study looks into the transfer of DR techniques to improve the temperature-
forecasting accuracy of a TFT model with the inclusion of synthetic data from a thermal
simulation model of a 3-axis precision machine. It serves as groundwork and a proof of
concept for transferring this study’s findings to the TCP offset correction.

2 Related Work

Mapping real world interactions and behaviors within simulated environments is a well-
known problem solving strategy. Especially the FE method offers a tool for engineers
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to recreate complex mechanical and thermal relationships to further improve insight.
However, when it comes to transferring behaviors from simulated environments into
the real world, results are taken with caution due to discrepancies between the two.
Model simplifications, inaccurate parametrization and unmodeled physical effects make
transferring behaviors from simulations challenging [8]. These differences are known as
the reality gap. One possible approach to make the simulation closely match the physical
reality are further system identifications and high-detailed simulations. However, AI-
based approaches are in need of high amounts of data. High quality simulations might
be helpful, but do not fully solve the issue at hand. Nevertheless, including data from
high-quality graphical simulation with other approaches can reduce the number of real
labeled samples [12].

When it comes to low level simulations, adding noise to the system parameters [13]
can improve the realism of the simulated results. However, it also adds another layer
of difficult to evaluate uncertainty, as well as might lead to unfeasible results, which
both are unacceptable in production engineering. Approximate Bayesian Computation
(ABC) [14] has been one of the main methods to leverage simulation uncertainties.
Hereby, parameter settings are accepted or rejected if they are within a certain specified
range determined by real observations. The set of accepted parameters approximates the
posterior for the real parameters. However, ABC methods have a high computational
effort, making them almost unusable in combination with complex FE simulations.

Simulation randomization and transfer learning techniques such asDomainAdaption
(DA) have been a powerful tool in robotics and Reinforcement Learning (RL) [15]. With
the inclusion of probabilistic simulation parameters, the simulation data distribution is
adjusted in a way to fit the real data distribution. Classical optimization routines [16],
Bayesian optimization methods [15], as well as the usage of Generative Adversarial
Networks [17] have shown promising results. Another form of simulation randomization
techniques is the Domain Randomization (DR) (see Sect. 3.2). DR describes the concept
of highly randomizing simulation parameters in order to cover the real distribution of
the real-world data in spite of the bias between the simulation model and the real world
[8]. The goal is, by providing enough simulated variability, to adjust the data distribution
in simulated data sets so that the distribution of real data is a subset of it. This follows
the assumption, that if an AI-model at training time is capable of working with the
randomized simulation data, it is able to generalize the learned data features onto the
real data set at testing time. Bayesian Domain Randomization via probabilistic inference
showed promising results in robotics simulation environments [18].

Most works in this field focus on computer vision tasks and robotics. For time-
series data, transfer learning techniques such as DA and DR have been used for learning
temporal latent relationships in health data [19], to perform speech recognition [20]
and anomaly detection [21]. However, their effective implementation into AI-applied
production engineering problems has be reserved yet.
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3 Machine Set Up, Methods and Data Basis

3.1 Temperature Prediction of Demonstrator Machine

Themachine in Fig. 1 (left) is selected as the demonstrator for this work. It is a three axes
Cartesian serial kinematic in lightweight construction. It consists primarily of aluminum
alloy plateswhich are clampedwith the help of tie rods [22]. Thismachine has the special
ability to compensate errors in six degrees of freedom. Three ball screw axes drive the
z-slide. Flexure bearings connect the ball screw nuts and the guide carriages to the z-
slide. Therefore, the z-slide can be tilted around X- and Y-direction in small angles
up to 10 mrad. Two parallel linear direct drives actuate the y-slide. Flexure bearings
connect the y-slide to the guide carriages of the linear guideways at the z-slide. In
this way, the y-slide can be tilted around the z-direction up to 1.6 mrad. The rotatory
axes are named as virtual since they are no rotatory axes in the usual sense [23]. The
corresponding simulationmodel is physically based (see Fig. 1(b)). The temperature field
of the machine is calculated using a reduced FE model. The finite element model of the
machine is divided in submodels. These submodels do not include relative movement
between machine components (e.g. between x-slide and y-slide). The systems of the
submodels are reduced by model order reduction methods (Krylov subspace [24]) to
obtain a fast computationalmodel. Technological loaddata, e.g. axis positions, velocities,
motor current from the machine control are used as input data for the model. These data
are used to calculate the heat sources, due to friction and power loss in various machine
components. In addition, the thermal conduction at the interfaces between the submodels
and to the environment is calculated. The environmental temperature is measured with
a Pt100 resistance temperature sensor. Empirical models are used to calculate the heat
sources and thermal conductions.

ΘZ
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X

ΘY

ΘX

Fig. 1. Machine tool set up (left), and corresponding simulation model (right).
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3.2 Applied Domain Randomization

In robotic vision tasks such as object localization, object detection, pose estimation,
and semantic segmentation, DR is mainly applied to domain features. These are features
which describe the domain inwhich the robot has to perform in, rather than key features of
its main task. Lighting exposure, number of light sources, textures, color, noise and field
of view of the camera are examples for possible domain features from vision tasks [8].
Therefore, visual DR provides enough simulated domain variability of visual parameters
to better adjust to real world key parameters. Transferring this concept onto time series
data and physically simulation models, such as FE models, is however, challenging as
domain-based features do not exist in the same sense. Each parameter of a physicalmodel
is linked to a static, dynamic, linear or nonlinear physical relation to the real world and
hence randomizing those means randomizing key parameters, which are mapped onto a
time series. The simulation model used in this work has a total of roughly 240 adjustable
key parameters, such as material, engine and profile linear guide parameters, as well as
emission coefficients, scaling factors for convection and radiation to environment and
many more. For this proof of concept, out of the total adjustable parameters, 12 different
scaling factors were chosen and randomized uniformly by ± 20% of their initial value.
The scaling factors for the power loss approaches of the machine components bearings,
profile rail guides, ball screw spindles to nuts, synchronous motors and linear direct
drives were selected. They are often recommendations by manufacturers, which offer
simplified model adjustments. Hence, their level of uncertainty is equivalently high and
therefore suitable for randomizing.

3.3 Real and Synthetic Data Basis

The data categories used in this work can be split into two spate sources—real and
synthetic data sources. The real data was collected from experimental setups, where the
machine was analyzed during test runs with different load cases. All in all experimental
data of 5 days was available, each day with testing times of roughly 10 h. The machine
data—axis positions, velocities and motor current of all 5 engines, was collected with
a sampling rate of 100 Hz. The target value is the temperature development within
the machine. To completely map the temperature development of the machine, it is
equippedwith overall 48Pt100 temperature sensorswith a sampling rate of 0.1Hz.Due to
redundancies in the temperature curve development, of the 48 build in sensors the 2 with
the most unique temperature development where chosen as the target prediction value of
the TFTmodel—one (X1) in the center of the x-slide, and the other one (Z1) in the center
of the z-slide. Sensor X1 is placed rather closely to the engine of the x-slide and highly
correlates with its usage. Whereas, the substantial size of the z-slide, in comparison to
the x and y-slide, buffers the heat development of the Z1 sensor. The synthetic data was
collected from the simulation model (see Sect. 3.1). Hereby, real historic machine data
was used as input for the simulation model. Due to the limited amount of actual real
historic machine data, its usage as input values was applied multiple times, however,
with different randomized scaling factors to generate deviating temperature predictions
(see Sect. 3.2). As a consequence of the different sampling rates between machine and
temperature data, a direct mapping between input and target data was not feasible. The
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used AI-based forecasting model (see Sect. 3.4) requires input and target to be the same
sampling rate. Therefore, for the usage with the AI-model the machine data was cut to
a sampling rate of 1 Hz, and the temperature data was stretched to 1 Hz. This turned
the temperature curve into a floor and ceiling function-like curve. Additionally, the
simulation based temperature curve is more continuous due to the higher resolution in
comparison to the Pt100 sensors. Further obstructing the uniformity between machine
and temperature data, as well as real and synthetic data. To tackle this uniformity the
real and simulated temperature curves were transformed into a B-spline, improving the
continuous curvature of the temperature, and hence the comparability of the sampling
rates between input and target data.

3.4 Model Architecture and Learning Strategy

The core DL model used in this work is specialized on forecasting. The inputs are time
series sequences (machine data) and the output of the model is the next possible time
step of the target time series (temperature). The deviation between the prediction and
the actual event allows evaluating current and possible future states of the machine.
DeepAR [3] and the Temporal Fusion Transformer (TFT) [4] are currently the best
performing probabilistic forecasting models in regards to tabular or time series data.
Within this work the TFT model was used, as it outperformance DeepAR in regards
to multi-horizon time series forecasting [4]. The TFT uses recurrent layers for local
processing to learn temporal relationships, and interpretable self-attention layers for
long-term dependencies.

Table 1. Teaching strategies and data source distribution

TFT (real data) Amount [samples] TFT (simulation
data)

Amount [samples]

Training Real data 67.802 Simulation data 13.536.968*

Validation Real data 34.501 Real data 34.501

Testing Real data 34.501 Real data 34.501

The TFT models used in this work were designed to evaluate the last 720 time steps
(in seconds) ofmachine data as input to predict the next 180 time steps of the temperature
development of two selected temperature sensors (see Sect. 3.3). The loss function used
in this work is the quantile loss, with quantile values for q2, q10, q25, q50, q75, q90 and q98.
Based on these input and prediction time windows a hyperparameter optimization was
done with the usage of solely real data. Additionally, an early stoppage was implemented
to finish the learning process automatically, if the validation accuracy does not change
over a set number of epochs. This set up was used to train and compare two separate
TFT models—one trained, validated and tested only on real data, and the one trained on
simulation data, but also validated and tested on the same real data samples (see Table 1).
Hence, a comparison between the two TFTmodels is possible, where one was trained on
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limited amounts of real data, in contrast to one which was trained on significantly more
simulation data. For teaching the real data TFT overall 67.802 samples of real data were
used. In contrast, for the simulation data TFT roughly 13.5 million samples of simulated
data existed, where for reach training epoch 128.000 samples were randomly selected.
The real data samples for validating and testing both models were identical to further
support a fair comparison.

4 Experimental Results

Additionally to the forecasting of the absolute temperature values, separately trained
TFT models for forecasting the temperature derivative were introduced. The reasoning
behind this addition is due to the simplicity of the temperature curve, which can be
approximated with the 1st order delay elements. To further demonstrate the potential of
the proposed approach, as well adjust the complexity of the forecast to the application
on the TCP offset correction, the temperature derivate curve was included. The curve
itself is the derivative of the temperature B-Spline curve (see Sect. 3.3).

4.1 Absolute Temperature Forecasting Performance

Tables 2 and 3 show the performance results of the two different TFTmodels respectively
for each of the two different sensors. Both models, trained with either real or simulation
data, reach high performance results for the MAE, MSE as well as the R2 values of
the corresponding next time step forecast, as well as for the 180th time step prediction
(see Sect. 3.4). Although the simulation data TFT does score better, the performance
difference to the real data TFT is small. The same observation applies to the evaluation
of the quantile values shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Evaluation metrics of the temperature forecast

MAE MSE R2–1 R2–180

TFT RD—Z1 2.54e−3 1.70e−5 1.000 1.000

TFT SD—Z1 8.01e−4 1.49e−6 1.000 1.000

TFT RD—X1 1.97e−2 7.34e−4 0.998 0.996

TFT SD—X1 3.06e−3 2.94e−5 1.000 0.998

4.2 Temperature Derivative Forecasting Performance

The forecast of the temperature derivative demonstrates the difference in performance
between the two TFT models. Figure 2 shows the prediction curve of the respectively
next time step for sensor Z1 and Fig. 3 the results for sensor X1. For both sensors the real
data TFT (left) performs in significant deviations from the actual temperature derivative
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Table 3. Pinball loss results of the included quantiles of the temperature forecast

q2 q10 q25 q75 q90 q98

TFT RD—Z1 1.64e−4 5.60e−4 1.13e−3 1.68e−3 8.46e−4 2.48e−4

TFT SD—Z1 5.47e−5 3.36e−4 4.56e−4 4.27e−4 2.28e−4 6.30e−5

TFT RD—X1 2.53e−3 5.87e−3 8.02e−3 4.63e−3 2.28e−3 5.60e−4

TFT SD—X1 6.13e−5 1.47e−4 1.97e−4 2.09e−4 1.20e−4 4.29e−5

curve. Whereas, the prediction curve of the simulation data TFT (right) clearly overlaps
with the actual curve. Additionally the level of uncertainty, displayed by the quantile
values, is strictly smaller with the simulated data TFT. This is especially visible between
the results of sensor X1. Figure 4 shows the prediction of the next 180 time steps (180
s) from the time point t0 onwards. This comparison shows another level of performance
difference between the two models. Whereas, the simulation data TFT (right) is able to
follow the actual curve, as well as predict the next time steps with little uncertainty, the
real data TFT (left) is not able to provide a reliable prediction. The evaluation metrics
shown in Tables 4 and 5 provide a similar comparison outlook. Especially the R2 values
show a significant performance difference between the real data TFT and the synthetic
data TFT.

Fig. 2. Complete derivative prediction results for sensor Y1 of the real data TFT (left), and
simulation data TFT (right).

Fig. 3. Complete temperature derivative prediction results for sensor X1 of the real data TFT
(left), and simulation data TFT (right).
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Fig. 4. Temperature derivative prediction of the next 180 time steps for sensor X1 of the real data
TFT (left), and simulation data TFT (right).

Table 4. Evaluation metrics of the temperature derivative forecast

MAE MSE R2–1 R2–180

TFT RD—Z1 1.49e−2 7.78e−4 0.997 0.993

TFT SD—Z1 8.32e−4 6.57e−6 1.000 1.000

TFT RD—X1 8.67e−1 1.56e−0 −0.08 −0.581

TFT SD—X1 5.12e−2 1.61e−2 0.999 0.124

Table 5. Pinball Loss results of the included quantiles of the temperature derivative forecast

q2 q10 q25 q75 q90 q98

TFT RD—Z1 7.99e−4 3.13e−3 4.17e−3 6.15e−3 3.02e−3 7.85e−4

TFT SD—Z1 4.14e−5 1.01e−4 9.99e−5 1.34e−4 9.46e−5 3.46e−5

TFT RD—X1 3.48e−2 1.45e−1 2.08e−1 3.80e−1 3.22e−1 1.74e−1

TFT SD—X1 6.58e−4 1.56e−3 1.57e−3 2.46e−3 1.78e−3 6.94e−4

5 Conclusion and Outlook

All in all this work demonstrated the capability of domain randomized simulation data
from thermal FE-models forDL forecasting tasks.Although a basicmachine temperature
forecast is possiblewith solely real data, the forecast ofmore complexmachine behaviors
is limited. Besides offering a more accurate deterministic forecast, the inclusion of
simulation data also decreases the level of uncertainty. Even though the forecast within
this work is limited to the machine temperature development, it shows the opportunity it
offers for the usage as a feasible TCP offset correction method. It demonstrates a certain
superiority in comparison to the simulation model itself. The DL-forecasting model
works faster and is able to predictmultiple time steps ahead.These twoadvantages allowa
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more reliable forecast and therefore a potentially improved adjustment of the TCP offset.
Additionally, it eliminates the necessity of a real time simulation model, as simulation
models are further simplified to meet this requirement. As the computational effort of
accumulating machine behavior from simulations is out-sourced from the operational
time to the development phase, more complex simulations can be used and hence further
improve DL prediction accuracy.

The next step will be the adoption to the TCP correction, as well as a direct perfor-
mance comparison between simulation based and DL-based models. Future direction
to further improve the accuracy of the DL-models include the addition of optimization
routines, instead of set uniformly distributed simulation parameters, to further adjust the
distribution of the simulated data to the real data distribution.

Domain randomization is a promising research direction for production engineering
toward bridging the reality gap between machine behavior and simulation results.
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