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Abstract. This exploratory paper discusses disability management as a corporate
social innovation process, based on the mapping of selected cases of enterprises
often cited as international best practices. The aim of the study is to identify
some critical success factors firms should consider when developing their dis-
ability management programs. To this end, the selected cases are analyzed based
on a grid defined by comparing disability management guidelines published by
international organizations generally considered as important points of reference
for the job integration of persons with disabilities. The contribution of the paper
is twofold. On the one hand, the results of the mapping can help firms to iden-
tify and classify different strategies and measures they can adopt to develop their
disability management programs. On the other hand, the paper contributes to the
bridging of a gap still present in the literature since disability management has so
far received little attention in the literature on both corporate social responsibility
and corporate social innovation.
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1 Introduction

According to theUnitedNations Industrial DevelopmentOrganization, social innovation
“refers to a novel solution to a social problem that ismore effective, efficient, sustainable,
or just than current solutions [1]. Mulgan, Ali, Halkett and Sanders [2] define social
innovation as “the development and implementation of new ideas (products, services and
models) tomeet social needs” (p. 9). It amounts to a “complex process of introducing new
products, processes or programs that profoundly change the basic routines, resource and
authority flows, or beliefs of the social system inwhich the innovation occurs” [3, p. 235].
The International Labor Organization [4], relates the social value of innovation to the
capacity of determining social transformations, fostering social development, increasing
welfare and reducing social inequalities. Hence, the main goal of social innovation is
to identify and satisfy social needs emerging not only from the traditional situations of
hardship and marginalization, but also from new challenges posed by the contemporary
world, e.g. sustainability, quality of life and quality of work.
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Social innovation has been traditionally discussed mainly with reference to not-for-
profit organizations. To refer to the firms’ responsibility for the impacts of their decisions
and activities on society and the environment the term Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) in used, instead [5]. However, organizations and business entities are more and
more expected to move beyond the traditional CSR to a new and different paradigm
that can cope with the demands and needs of the present dynamic economic environ-
ment [6]. Kanter [7] defines Corporate Social Innovation (CSI) this new paradigm that
aims at commercially driven benefits and at the same time contributes to the develop-
ment of human well-being and societal quality and quantity of life [8]. This particular
role of enterprises for social innovation has been explicitly acknowledged in the Social
Innovation Europe initiative that is based on the idea that “social innovation can and
must come from all sectors – the public sector, the private market, the third sector, and
individuals/households – meaning that also firms have a role on it” [9, p. 19].

In the continuously growing literature on CSI, corporate social innovation is gener-
ally defined along the lines of the traditional definition of social innovation [8, 10].Much
of the research on CSI has focused on various aspects of corporate social innovation –
e.g. the dimensions of innovation, the scope of change and how change is generated.
However, less attention has been paid to the implementation process of corporate social
innovation programs and to key organizational aspects, including the impacts on opera-
tional structures and processes and the role of organizational culture [11]. These aspects
are critical as, different from CSR, “CSI involves deeper collaboration across func-
tions within a firm and with external parties to co-create something new that provides a
sustainable solution to social ills” [12, p. 5014].

Employment of persons with disabilities (PWD) extends social responsibility of
corporate organizations [13–15] and represents a real opportunity for CSI. In fact, by
increasing the level of diversity in the workforce, disability management represents a
significant innovation opportunity for firms, one that can contribute to the firms’ success
and sustainable competitive advantage [16]. Notwithstanding this, the issue of PWDs’
employment is still relatively less explored [17] and the role of business enterprises in
supporting the employability of PWDs has rarely been reported in a clear manner [18,
19].

The paper discusses the establishment and development of the disability manage-
ment function by firms as an example of CSI. By focusing on disability management,
the paper aims at exploring some organizational aspects of the implementation of CSI
programs, including the role of the management, the organizational culture and climate,
the workforce composition, and the accommodation of working conditions. To this end,
the paper considers how disability management has been implemented in a selected set
of enterprises often cited as international best practices. The selected cases are ana-
lyzed based on an analysis grid defined by comparing disability management guidelines
published by international organizations generally considered as important points of
reference for the job integration of PWDs. The grid includes some of the most relevant
organizational aspects of the development of corporate disability management. By using
the grid to map the selected cases, different strategies and measures emerge that firms
can adopt for the development of their disability management programs.
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The contribution of the paper is twofold. On the one hand, the analysis grid can
be seen as providing a guideline for a structured process for the development of the
disability management function within firms. In fact, the mapping of the cases discussed
in the paper allows the identification of some critical points that an organization should
consider in designing and developing its disability management function, which is of
practical importance.On the other hand, the paper contributes to the bridging of a gap still
present in the literature, since disability management has so far received little attention
in the literature on both CSR and CSI [15, 20, 21].

The paper proceeds as follows. The next section introduces disability management
as a corporate social innovation process. Then themethodological approach is described,
and the analysis grid is introduced. In the section that follows the analysis grid is applied
to map the selected cases and the results of the mapping are discussed. Finally, some
conclusions are drawn from the mapping and some limitations of the study as well as
some future research directions are presented.

2 Disability Management as a Corporate Social Innovation Process

With the increasing differentiation of the workforce during the ‘90s, diversity has been
suggested to enhance problem solving capabilities of a group, to provide better service
to a diverse customer base, and to boost organizational creativity [22]. This led firms to
start developing diversity management programs to transform possible problems deriv-
ing from workforce heterogeneity into opportunities [23]. According to Thomas [24]
‘diversity management’ refers to management practices implemented to deal with the
issues of workplace inequality and diversity. Key to diversity management is that no per-
son’s competence and character should ever be overlooked or undervalued on account of
race, sex, ethnicity, origins, or physical disability. Said differently, “diversity manage-
ment is concerned with acceptance of a multicultural workforce comprising employees
with diverse ethnic, racial, religious and gender backgrounds” [25, p. 249], as well as
chronically ill and disable workers. This presupposes an open and inclusive organiza-
tional climate and an organizational culture that promotes workers for their merits and
makes professional growth opportunities available for all [14, 15, 26].

Disability management, as well as chronic disease management, has occasionally
been incorporated into diversitymanagement. This is done based on the viewof disability
as a form of social diversity. However, there are some relevant differences between diver-
sity management and disability management. Shrey and Lacertes [27] define disability
management as “a proactive process that minimizes the impact of an impairment on the
individual’s capacity to participate competitively in the work environment” (p. 5). On
the other hand, diversity management can be defined as “the voluntary organizational
actions that are designed to create greater inclusion of the employees from various
backgrounds into the formal organizational structures through deliberate policies and
programs” [28, p. 208]. From this point of view, although diversity management and
disability management share a common focus, there are important differences between
the two. Diversity management “focuses more heavily on integrating different groups
or units of employees”, whereas for disability management the basic issues are “related
to prevention, accommodation, being injured and the resulting return-to-work process.
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Thus, disability management primarily deals with actual physical barriers arising from
health issues. It focuses on the individual employee” [23, p. 87].

In general terms, it is now common to consider disability management as a broad and
variegated set of practices aimed at promoting and supporting work integration and re-
integration of people with disabilities. Disability management represents an increasingly
relevant organizational function. Due tomedical advances and increased life expectancy,
the percentage of workers suffering from different non-ability conditions (including
disabilities) is continuously increasing. Often these people are too young to retire and
not sick enough to take disability leave. Moreover, they also want the self-esteem that
comes frommaking ongoing contributions, and the social benefits thatwork relationships
can offer [29]. Too often organizations are unaware of the chronic illness or disability
conditions that impact on an employee’s work life and the risk is that the situation
only becomes apparent when it is too late for any intervention. As pointed out in [25],
increasing organizational awareness of these issues helps to retain talented workers
and allows people with chronic illness and disabilities to continue to contribute to the
organization.

Disability management represents a corporate approach to enable organizations to
take an active stance inmaintenance andoptimal functioningof employeeswith disability
problems. Increasing participation of employees with disability or handicap, employing
workerswith partial work disability and offering them a new chance at labor participation
is one of the major goals of re-integration policies [25]. Hence, disability management
not only helps organizations to retain talented workers or to transform possible problems
deriving from workforce heterogeneity into opportunities, but also contributes to fulfil
more general social needs by promoting inclusion and improved quality of life for people
in conditions of hardship. Disability management can thus be considered a relevant, and
sometime even critical, component of the corporate social innovation activities.

Despite the increasing importance of disability management for firms and society
at large, the concept is still broad and nebulous [30]. This makes it difficult for firms to
identify the most appropriate disability management strategies and measures to adopt
in their specific context. A structured analysis of how disability management has been
implemented by firms considered as international best practices can thus help to identify
and evaluate alternative solutions and guide firms in the development of their disability
management programs.

3 Methodological Approach

The research reported in this paper has been conducted in two phases. In the first phase a
search on the website of government agencies and international organizations generally
considered as important point of reference for the job integration of PWDs has been
performed. The search involved the following organizations:
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• International Labour Organization
• World Economic Forum
• World Bank
• World Health Organization
• United Nation Department of Economic and Social Affair
• OECD
• International Disability Alliance
• Disability Management Employer Coalition (DMEC)
• European Disability Forum
• European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions
• European Association of Service Providers for Persons with Disabilities
• PATHWAYSProject – “Participation ToHealthyWorkplaces And Inclusive Strategies
in the Work Sector”

• U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

From the comparative analysis of documents (guidelines, white papers, policy briefs,
reports, and recommendations) published by the organizations above, themost important
aspects to consider in the implementation of disability management as an organizational
function have been identified. These elements, that can be considered as critical success
factors for the implementation of disabilitymanagement, have been codified in a grid that
has been used in the second phase of the research to map some well-known international
successful cases of disability management.

The components of the grid have been grouped according to a logic corresponding to
the steps of an ideal structured approach to the implementation of disability management
as a specific organizational function. This sequence of steps can be found, with some
marginal variations, in the principal international guidelines for the implementation of
disability management. For each step, some actions have been identified that should be
performed to implement the disability management function. Finally, for each action to
be performed, some alternative options are listed that have been found in the guidelines
consulted for the study.

The complete grid with all the actions and the alternative implementation options is
represented in the Figs. 1, 2 and 3 below.
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Fig. 1. The analysis grid: design phase

IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 
E. Implementation of disability management measures 
E.1 Design and implementation of training programs for managers devoted to specific aspects of the employment of persons 

with disabilities (recruitment, performance evaluation, career advancements, integration of persons with disabilities in teams,
etc.) 

E.2 Design and implementation of training programs specifically addressed to employees with disabilities to facilitate the 
acquisition of specific skills and operational capacities 

E.3 Design and implementation of training programs addressed to all the employees on topics related to the integration of 
persons with disabilities 

E.4 Managers’ awareness raising interventions to sensitize the employees on topics related to the integration of persons with 
disabilities 

E.5 Informational support provided by the HR function (or by other organizational units) to the employees with disabilities on 
their rights and obligations 

E.6 Informational support provided by the HR function (or by other organizational units) to the line managers that must 
supervise the integration of persons with disabilities

E.7 Continuous involvement of the management in the development and implementation of the organization’s disability 
management strategy

E.8 Design and implementation of measurement systems to assess the effectiveness of disability management interventions 
E.9 Involvement of the ‘competent doctor’ in the design and implementation of the interventions for the integration of 

employees with disabilities 
E.10 Collaboration with public and private organizations dealing with the employment of persons with disabilities both in the 

design and the implementation of the organization’s disability management strategy
F. Structural interventions for the accommodation of the working conditions 
F.1 Interventions to remove physical barriers
F.2 Interventions to adapt the workplaces to different types of disabilities
F.3 Adoption of assistive technologies at the workplace 
F.4 Accommodation of lighting, computer screens and communication devices 
F.5 Interventions for easing the access to documents and files within the organization’s information system
F.6 Adoption of a flexible working hours policy for the employees with disabilities
F.7 Adaptation of the tasks to the skills and abilities of the employees with disabilities

Fig. 2. The analysis grid: implementation phase

The cases to consider for the mapping have been identified starting from a report pre-
pared for the DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities of the European
Commission [31]. The report describes 24 company case studies of disability manage-
ment across Europe. Each of the 24 cases has been considered and searched on the web
to find further documentation for the aim of triangulation. The search involved both
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EVALUATION PHASE 
G. Output evaluation of the disability management interventions 
G.1 Increased number of persons with disabilities employed (because of the disability management interventions)
G.2 Number of employees with disabilities involved in the disability management interventions implemented
G.3 Number of employees with disabilities who leave the work after the disability management interventions implemented 
G.4 Improvement of the employees with disabilities’ job positions and tasks because of the disability management interventions 

implemented 
G.5 Improvement of the employees with disabilities’ wage status because of the disability management interventions implemented 
H. Outcome evaluation of the disability management interventions 
H.1 Detection of significant changes in the performances of the employees with disabilities 
H.2 Detection of a significant reduction in the absence hours of the employees with disabilities 
H.3 Detection of significant changes in the colleagues’ perception of the performances of the employees with disabilities 
H.4 Detection of a significant reduction of critical situations involving employees with disabilities 
H.5 Detection of a positive impact on the general organizational climate 
H.6 Detection of a positive impact on the organization’s informal communication systems, especially with respect to the 

communication with the employees with disabilities 

Fig. 3. The analysis grid: evaluation phase

secondary data sources and the companies’ websites. At the end of the search, docu-
mentation useful for triangulation has been found only for 8 cases out of the 24 described
in [31]. The selected cases are reported in Table 1.

Table 1. The selected cases

Case Sector Activity Dimension (number of
employees)

Employees with disabilities

1 Public Local services Large (>5000) 29% of the workforce

2 Private Cosmetics Large (>1800) 6% of the workforce

3 Private Trade Medium (110) 15% of the workforce

4 Private Services Large (>100000) 19% of the workforce

5 Private Manufacturing Small (40) 7% of the workforce

6 Private Pharma Large (>33000) 9% of the workforce

7 Private ICT Large (>350000) 12% of the workforce

8 Private Bank Large (>14000) 6% of the workforce

The 8 cases have been described by applying the grid developed in the first phase of
the research to verify whether and how each element of the grid has been implemented
in the specific case. This allowed to map different experiences of disability manage-
ment with respect to the strategic vision behind the implementation, the contextual and
organizational conditions that shaped the implementation, as well as the strengths and
weaknesses of the implemented solution.

The steps of the research are summarized in Fig. 4.
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Fig. 4. The steps of the research

4 Mapping the Selected Cases

4.1 Design Phase

In most of the cases considered in the study, the disability management function has
been activated as part of the organization’s broader diversity management function. In
few cases the function has been activated because of an initiative directly promoted by
the top management. Quite interestingly, in neither of the cases the need to comply with
legislation or the opportunity to access funding - that are frequently mentioned among
the reasons that can motivate firms to implement disability management - have played
a role in the decision to implement the function. This can be considered as an indirect
evidence that the more successful policies for disability management are those based on
firms’ autonomously designed strategies.

Concerning the organizational arrangement, the prevalent solution is the appoint-
ment of a disability manager (although only in one case based on the appropriate pro-
fessional certification), possibly supported by external consultants. Only in three cases
an autonomous unit has been created for disability management and, quite interestingly,
one of them is a medium-size firm, meaning that the dimension of the organization does
not necessarily represent an impeding condition for that solution.

Finally, for 7 of the 8 organizations considered, the expected results have been
precisely defined already in the design phase. In most of the cases they concern the
conditions that can help employees with disability to stay at work (possibly through
appropriate workplace accommodations).

4.2 Implementation Phase

The implementation phase is the core of the firms’ disability management strategies that,
as observed above, in most of the cases have been designed to improve the conditions
that can help employees with disabilities to stay at work. Hence, it is not surprising that
most of the actions implemented by the firms amount to structural interventions for the
accommodation of workplaces.
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Quite interestingly, in almost all the cases considered in the study, measures have
been implemented to adapt the job-tasks to the skills and abilities of the employees
with disabilities. This, together with the design and implementation of intensive training
programs specifically addressed to employees with disabilities, represents the core of
the stay-to-work strategy implemented by the firms considered in the study.

In none of the cases, measures have been adopted to revise the working hours of the
employees with disabilities, which means that the inclusion strategy implemented aims
at introducing as few as possible differentiations between employeeswith disabilities and
their colleagues. Interesting, although in somewhat negative terms, is also that in none
of the cases the disability management strategy has been designed to make advancement
opportunities available to employees with disabilities.

In most of the cases, measures have been implemented to assure the continuous
involvement of the management in the development and implementation of the organi-
zation’s disabilitymanagement strategy. However, only in few cases specific information
and trainingmeasures have been implemented to support themanagement in dealingwith
specific aspects of the employment and integration of PWDs. This helps explaining why
only in two cases a role for managers has been envisaged to sensitize the employees on
topics related to the integration of PWDs. Raising the employees’ awareness on those
topics has been considered relevant only in two of the cases. In these two cases specific
training programs addressed to all the employees have been designed and implemented.

4.3 Evaluation Phase

In all the cases considered in the study, positive effects of the implementation of the
disability management strategy are reported. These mainly concern significant changes
in the performances of the employeeswith disabilities (6 cases), significant changes in the
colleagues’ perception of the performances of the employees with disabilities (5 cases)
and a positive impact on the general organizational climate (4 cases). Interestingly, only
in two cases an increase in the number of PWDs employed is reported, which confirms
that for most of the organizations considered in the study, the implementation of the
disability management function is intended more to retain employees with disabilities
than to increase the employment of people with disabilities.

The mapping of the selected cases is summarized in the Figs. 5, 6 and 7 below.
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DESIGN PHASE 
A. What motivates the need to implement a disability management function Case 
A.1 The need to comply with legislation
A.2 The opportunity of accessing funding by public or private organizations
A.3 The need to manage critical situations emerged within the organization (absence of personnel due to disability 

leave, deterioration of organizational climate, etc.)
A.4 The input from the top management 3,5,6 
A.5 A line manager’s autonomous initiative
A.6 The implementation of the organization’s broader diversity management policy 1,3,4,7,8 
B. Assessment of the initial conditions 
B.1 Assessment of disabilities within the workforce (known and emerging disabilities) 4 
B.2 Assessment of the employment status of the employees with disabilities (tasks, wage status, skills, etc.)
B.3 Assessment of the potential barriers to the full employment of persons with disabilities (physical barriers, type of 

tasks, working hours, etc.)
B.4 Detection of stereotypes and preconceptions potentially affecting the full employment of persons with disabilities 3 
B.5 Assessment of the diversity/disability management initiatives already implemented within the organization 4 
B.6 Definition of a general organization’s plan for the management of disability 1,2,3,4,6,

8
C. Definition of the organizational arrangement 
C.1 Implementation of the disability management function as an autonomous organizational unit with a manager 

formally appointed as disability manager, possibly based on the appropriate certification (C.1a) 
1,3,4 

C.2 Appointment of a disability manager (without the establishment of as an autonomous disability management 
organizational unit), possibly with the appropriate certification (C.2a) 

2,6,7,8 

C.3 Hiring of external consultants to support the internal disability management organizational unit
C.4 Hiring of external consultants to support the organization’s disability manager 2,4 
C.5 Outsourcing of the disability management function to external consultants 5 
C.6 Identification of non-managerial roles for supporting the integration of persons with disabilities at the operational 

level 
2,3,5 

Definition of the expected results 
D.1 Increased number of persons with disabilities employed in the organization 5,6,7 
D.2 Improved the return-to-work conditions after disability leave periods (possibly also through appropriate 

workplace accommodations) 
D.3 Improved conditions that help employees with disability stay at work (possibly also through appropriate 

workplace accommodations) 
1,2,3,4,6 

D.4 Make advancement opportunities available to employees with disabilities (guarantee to all the employees of the 
same training and career opportunities)

Fig. 5. Mapping of the design options

IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 
D. Definition of the expected results 
D.1 Increased number of persons with disabilities employed in the organization 5,6,7 
D.2 Improved the return-to-work conditions after disability leave periods (possibly also through appropriate workplace 

accommodations) 
D.3 Improved conditions that help employees with disability stay at work (possibly also through appropriate workplace 

accommodations) 
1,2,3,4,6 

D.4 Make advancement opportunities available to employees with disabilities (guarantee to all the employees of the 
same training and career opportunities) 

E. Implementation of disability management measures 
E.1 Design and implementation of training programs for managers devoted to specific aspects of the employment of 

persons with disabilities (recruitment, performance evaluation, career advancements, integration of persons with 
disabilities in teams, etc.) 

1,7 

E.2 Design and implementation of training programs specifically addressed to employees with disabilities to facilitate 
the acquisition of specific skills and operational capacities

2,3,5,6,7,
8

E.3 Design and implementation of training programs addressed to all the employees on topics related to the integration 
of persons with disabilities 

7,8 

E.4 Managers’ awareness raising interventions to sensitize the employees on topics related to the integration of persons 
with disabilities 

3,4 

E.5 Informational support provided by the HR function (or by other organizational units) to the employees with 
disabilities on their rights and obligations 

4,6 

E.6 Informational support provided by the HR function (or by other organizational units) to the line managers that must 
supervise the integration of persons with disabilities 

4

E.7 Continuous involvement of the management in the development and implementation of the organization’s disability 
management strategy 

1,2,3,4,6 

E.8 Design and implementation of measurement systems to assess the effectiveness of disability management 
interventions 

1,4,6,8 

E.9 Involvement of the ‘competent doctor’ in the design and implementation of the interventions for the integration of 
employees with disabilities 

E.10 Collaboration with public and private organizations dealing with the employment of persons with disabilities both in 
the design and the implementation of the organization’s disability management strategy 

1,2,7 

F. Structural interventions for the accommodation of the working conditions 
F.1 Interventions to remove physical barriers 2,6,8 
F.2 Interventions to adapt the workplaces to different types of disabilities 2,4,6,8 
F.3 Adoption of assistive technologies at the workplace
F.4 Accommodation of lighting, computer screens and communication devices 6,7,8 
F.5 Interventions for easing the access to documents and files within the organization’s information system 6,7 
F.6 Adoption of a flexible working hours policy for the employees with disabilities
F.7 Adaptation of the tasks to the skills and abilities of the employees with disabilities 2,3,5,6,7,

8

Fig. 6. Mapping of the implementation options
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EVALUATION PHASE 
G. Output evaluation of the disability management interventions 
G.1 Increased number of persons with disabilities employed (because of the disability management interventions) 1,5 
G.2 Number of employees with disabilities involved in the disability management interventions implemented
G.3 Number of employees with disabilities who leave the work after the disability management interventions 

implemented 
G.4 Improvement of the employees with disabilities’ job positions and tasks because of the disability management 

interventions implemented 
G.5 Improvement of the employees with disabilities’ wage status because of the disability management interventions 

implemented 
H. Outcome evaluation of the disability management interventions 
H.1 Detection of significant changes in the performances of the employees with disabilities 2,3,4,5,6,

7
H.2 Detection of a significant reduction in the absence hours of the employees with disabilities 1,4 
H.3 Detection of significant changes in the colleagues’ perception of the performances of the employees with disabilities 1,2,3,5,7 
H.4 Detection of a significant reduction of critical situations involving employees with disabilities
H.5 Detection of a positive impact on the general organizational climate 1,2,3,6 
H.6 Detection of a positive impact on the organization’s informal communication systems, especially with respect to the 

communication with the employees with disabilities

Fig. 7. Mapping of the evaluation options

5 Final Remarks, Limitations, and Further Research Directions

Corporate social innovation aims at the development of new and novel products, pro-
cesses, and services to fulfil social needs and to improved quality and quantity of life.
Work integration and work retention of PWDs are social issues that will involve more
andmore people in the forthcoming years because of population ageing and the emerging
of new forms of disability and inability. From this point on view, the firms’ implementa-
tion of disability management can actually be considered a corporate social innovation
process, especially when disability management is implemented within a more general
plan for the management of diversity at the workplace.

As a social innovation process, disability management answers to different general
social needs. First, the employment needs of PWDs, which represents a powerful tool
for social integration of disabled people [32]. Second, by favoring the adaptation of
the tasks to the skills and abilities of the employees with disabilities and the creation
of good jobs for them, disability management contributes to debunking stereotypes and
preconceptions about the productivity of employeeswith disabilities. This is key to create
positive identities for disabled employees, against the rhetoric of ableismat theworkplace
[33]. Third, the implementation of successful disability management measures can lead
to significant changes in the colleagues’ perception of the performances of the employees
with disabilities, with a positive impact on the general organizational climate. This
creates the conditions for the social integration of PWDs at the workplace [13, 14, 26].
However, once the development of a positive perception of PWDs has been achieved
at the workplace, it does not stay confined there. It can contribute to the debunking of
stereotypes and preconceptions also in everyday life, thus determining a more general
positive social impact.

Firms also can benefit directly from disability management in many ways. First, as
a means of promoting their social image and reputation [34]. Second, as a strategy to
improve their employees’ retention policies, especially in case of the emerging of new
disabilities or inability conditions within the employed workforce [17, 35]. Third, as a
way to increase PWDs’ productivity at the workplace and contribute to the company’s
success and sustainable competitive advantage [16].
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However, implementing disability management is not easy and the integration of
disabled people at theworkplace does not come for free. Themappingof the activities that
should be performed to implement disability management presented in this exploratory
study highlights the complexity of this endeavor.

Structural interventions for the accommodation of the working conditions are gener-
ally considered critical for the success of PWDs integration policies [36]. As expected,
this is confirmed by the mapping of the firms considered in the paper. The accommo-
dation of the working conditions requires investments in infrastructures and, even more
importantly, more flexible working arrangements, which can impact on the firm’s organi-
zation of work. However, important as they are, structural interventions are not the most
critical aspect of disability management. Even more important are interventions aimed
at creating a positive cultural environment, which requires a continuous involvement of
the management in the development and implementation of the organization’s disability
management strategy [14, 16]. This point also has been confirmed by the mapping of
the selected cases.

Disability management is not an isolated organizational function and neither one
limited to a small fraction of the workforce. The implementation of successful disability
management impacts, more or less directly, on the whole organization [16]. As such, it
should be designed, implemented, and evaluated as an organizational innovation process.
The grid defined in this study and the mapping of the successful cases considered in the
paper can help organizations to manage this complex innovation process.

A word of caution is here necessary. The mapping of the selected cases should not
be considered as the description of ‘ideal models’ that can be transferred to different
organizational contexts, eventually with some adjustments. They are not ‘on the shelf’
solutions different organizations can adopt, as each case presents peculiarities that are
quite difficult to replicate in different contexts. Rather, the aim of the mapping was to
highlight some critical elements that should be considered by firms in developing their
disability management programs, based on how the work integration and re-integration
of PWDs has been managed in some successful cases. The analysis grid should thus be
considered as a reference model and the elements included in it as some critical success
factors for the development of corporate disability management policies.

From this point of view, besides providing a useful analytical tool to map examples
of disability management (as it has been used in this exploratory study), the analysis grid
can also have a practical utility as a guideline decision-makers and managers can resort
to in the definition, establishment, development and evaluation of the firm’s disability
management function.

In the paper disability management has been discussed as an example of corpo-
rate social innovation. However, apart from those more strictly related to disability, the
organizational aspects highlighted in the paper that should be considered tomake the dis-
ability management function efficient and effective, are relevant for any corporate social
innovation initiative. Those aspects mainly concern: the definition of a general plan to
frame the CSI initiative; the clear definition (since the design phase) of the expected
outputs and outcomes; the continuous involvement of the management to support the
initiative; the creation of the appropriate organizational climate; and the willingness to
adapt the working condition, as needed.
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This exploratory study has been based on a small number of cases. This is the
main limitation of the paper, which does not allow to draw more general conclusions.
However, the aim of the study was not a systematic study of disability management and
the analysis grid it has been based on was not intended to be a complete description of
all the alternatives an organization can consider to implement disability management.
Rather, the aim of the study was exploratory, and both the analysis grid and the results
of the mapping should thus be considered as preliminary. Indeed, further research is
needed to test the grid for completeness and explanatory power, and more cases should
be mapped to confirm and extend the conclusions drawn in the paper.

References

1. UNIDO: The Role of the Social and Solidarity Economy in Reducing Social Exclusion -
Budapest Conference Report. United Nations Industrial Development Organization, Vienna
(2017)

2. Mulgan, G., et al.: In and out of sync: The challenge of growing social innovations (2007).
http://www.socialinnovationexchange.org/node/238

3. Westley, F., et al.: Five configurations for scaling up social innovation: case examples of
nonprofit organizations from Canada. J. Appl. Behav. Sci. 50(3), 234–260 (2014)

4. ILO: Financial Mechanisms for Innovative Social and Solidarity Economy Ecosystems.
International Labour Organization (2019). https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_
emp/---emp_ent/---coop/documents/publication/wcms_728367.pdf

5. ISO: Guidance on social responsibility. ISO (International Organization for Standardization),
Geneva (2010)

6. Mirvis, P.H., Googins, B., Kiser, C.: Corporate Social Innovatione. Lewis Institute Social
Innovation Lab, Babson University, Wellesley, MA (2012)

7. Kanter, R.: From spare change to real change: the social sector as beta site for business
innovation. Harv. Bus. Rev. 77(3), 122–132 (1999)

8. Jali Muhamad, N., Abas, Z., Ariffin Ahmad, S.: Corporate social responsibility and corporate
social innovation: a conceptual understanding. In: SHSWeb of Conferences, vol. 34, p. 01001
(2017)

9. EU: Financing Social Impact Funding social innovation in Europe – mapping. European
Commission, Brussels (2012)

10. Altuna, N., et al.: Managing social innovation in for-profit organizations: the case of Intesa
Sanpaolo. Eur. J. Innov. Manage. 18(2), 258–280 (2015)

11. Herrera, M.E.B.: Creating competitive advantage by institutionalizing corporate social
innovation. J. Bus. Res. 68(7), 1468–1474 (2015)

12. Mirvis, P., et al.: Corporate social innovation: how firms learn to innovate for the greater good.
J. Bus. Res. 69(11), 5014–5021 (2016)

13. Samant, D., et al.: Corporate culture and employment of people with disabilities: role of social
workers and service provider organizations. J. Soc. Work Disabil. Rehabil. 8(3–4), 171–188
(2009)

14. Schur, L., Kruse, D., Blanck, P.: Corporate culture and the employment of persons with
disabilities. Behav. Sci. Law 23(1), 3–20 (2005)

15. Miethlich,B., Šlahor, L.: Employment of personswith disabilities as a corporate social respon-
sibility initiative: necessity and variants of implementation. In: CBU International Conference
Proceedings, ISE Research Institute (2018)

http://www.socialinnovationexchange.org/node/238
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/{-}{-}-ed_emp/{-}{-}-emp_ent/{-}{-}-coop/documents/publication/wcms_728367.pdf


102 W. Castelnovo

16. Miethlich, B., Oldenburg, A.G.: Employment of persons with disabilities as competitive
advantage: an analysis of the competitive implications. In: 33nd International Business Infor-
mationManagement Association Conference (IBIMA), Education Excellence and Innovation
Management through Vision 2020. IBIMA Publishing, Granada, Spain (2019)

17. Csillag, S., Gyori, Z., Matolay, R.: Two worlds apart? Corporate social responsibility and
employment of people with disabilities. In: Tench, R., Jones, B., Sun, W. (eds.) The Critical
State of Corporate Social Responsibility in Europe, pp. 57–81. Emerald, Bingley (2018)

18. Kwan, C.K.: Socially responsible human resource practices to improve the employability of
people with disabilities. Corp. Soc. Responsib. Environ. Manag. 27(1), 1–8 (2020)

19. Khan, N., et al.: Diversity in the workplace: an overview of disability employment disclosures
among UK firms. Corp. Soc. Responsib. Environ. Manag. 26(1), 170–185 (2019)

20. PérezConesa, F.J., RomeoDelgado,M.,Yepes IBaldó,M.: The corporate social responsibility
policies for the inclusion of people with disabilities as predictors of employees’ identification,
commitment and absenteeism. Anales de Psicología, pp. 101–107 (2018)

21. Markel, K., Barclay, L.: Addressing the underemployment of persons with disabilities: rec-
ommendations for expanding organizational social responsibility. Empl. Responsib. Rights J.
21(4), 305–318 (2009)

22. Gilbert, J., Stead, B., Ivancevich, J.: Diversity management: a new organizational paradigm.
J. Bus. Ethics 21(1), 61–76 (1999)

23. Böhm, S.A., Dwertmann, D.J.G., Baumgärtner, M.K.: How to deal with disability-related
diversity: opportunities and pitfalls. In: Harder, H., Geisen, T. (eds.) Disability Management
and Workplace Integration: International Research Findings, pp. 85–99. Gower Publishing
Ltd, Furnham (2011)

24. Thomas, R.R.: From affirmative action to affirming diversity. Harv. Bus. Rev. 68, 107–117
(1990)

25. Kopnina, H., Haafkens, J.: Disability management: organizational diversity and Dutch
employment policy. J. Occup. Rehabil. 20(2), 247–255 (2010)

26. Araten-Bergman, T.: Managers’ hiring intentions and the actual hiring of qualified workers
with disabilities. Int. J. Human Resour. Manage. 27(14), 1510–1530 (2016)

27. Shrey, D., Lacertes, M.: Principles and Practices of Disability Management in Industry. GR
Press, Winter Park, FL (1995)

28. Mor-Barak, M.: Managing Diversity. Towards a Globally Inclusive Workplace. Sage,
Thousand Oaks (2005)

29. Beatty, J.E., Joffe, R.: An overlooked dimension of diversity: the career effects of chronic
illness. Organ. Dyn. 35(2), 182–195 (2006)

30. Lefever, M., et al.: The efficacy and efficiency of disability management in job-retention and
job-reintegration. A systematic review. Work. Read. Mass. 59(4), 501 (2018)

31. Heckl, E., Pecher, I.: Practices of Providing Reasonable Accommodation for Persons with
Disabilities in theWorkplace: 24CompanyCase Studies across Europe. KMUFORSCHUNG
Austria - Austrian Institute for SME Research, Vienna (2008)

32. Barnes, C., Mercer, G.: Disability, work, and welfare: challenging the social exclusion of
disabled people. Work Employ Soc. 19(3), 527–545 (2005)

33. Jammaers, E., Zanoni, P., Hardonk, S.: Constructing positive identities in ableist workplaces:
disabled employees’ discursive practices engaging with the discourse of lower productivity.
Human Relations 69(6), 1365–1386 (2016)

34. Bonaccio, S., Connelly, C.E., Gellatly, I.R., Jetha, A., Martin Ginis, K.A.: The participation
of people with disabilities in the workplace across the employment cycle: employer concerns
and research evidence. J. Bus. Psychol. 35(2), 135–158 (2019). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10
869-018-9602-5

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10869-018-9602-5


Disability Management as a Corporate Social Innovation Process 103

35. Houtenville, A., Kalargyrou, V.: Employers’ perspectives about employing people with
disabilities: a comparative study across industries. Cornell Hosp. Q. 56(2), 168–179 (2015)

36. Nevala, N., Pehkonen, I., Koskela, I., Ruusuvuori, J., Anttila, H.: Workplace accommoda-
tion among persons with disabilities: a systematic review of its effectiveness and barriers or
facilitators. J. Occup. Rehabil. 25(2), 432–448 (2014). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10926-014-
9548-z

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10926-014-9548-z

	Disability Management as a Corporate Social Innovation Process
	1 Introduction
	2 Disability Management as a Corporate Social Innovation Process
	3 Methodological Approach
	4 Mapping the Selected Cases
	4.1 Design Phase
	4.2 Implementation Phase
	4.3 Evaluation Phase

	5 Final Remarks, Limitations, and Further Research Directions
	References




