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of Marine Biota Gauges in Iraq s
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Abstract A proposal for a register of marine biota markers to be put in operation in
Iraq was given forwards aiming to offer the foundation for evaluating the ecosystem
position of the marine habitats in Iraq. The catalogue should allow the search of a
database of signs regularly linked to biological variety, non-native species, food
webs and seafloor integrity. The catalogue reveals the present scientific ability to
discourse environmental valuation requirements by delivering comprehensive treat-
ment of the utmost applicable markers for marine biota and ecosystem integrity.

The status of the marine biodiversity requires such a catalogue and system to
manage the deterioration in both marine species contents and distribution that getting
poorer with the time. The main factors that cause the changes in the marine
biodiversity of Iraq such as the pollution, changes in the environment and species
invasion were highlighted and discussed. At the end of the chapter, a set of
recommendations were given about the assessment of the marine biodiversity in
the northern part of the Arabian Gulf.
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1 Introduction

To manage the changes in the environment, appropriate indicators need to be
adopted (Geijzendorffer et al. 2015). At the moment, there are available worldwide
numerous marine biota upkeep enterprises in place needing vigorous and scientifi-
cally based habitat valuations. On a local scale, environmental aims have long
designed to manage the influences of human events in marine waters (Long 2012).
These advantages are progressively vital now, as the seas are facing a growing
problem (Cressey 2016) and spread anthropogenic stresses in our oceans (Gramling
2014). Countries must take a quick action to stop the quicker exhaustion of natural
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assets and wildlife (McCauley et al. 2015); particularly meanwhile there is still a
deficiency of accepting of several features of our marine habitats (Danovaro et al.
2014). The accomplishment of administration is partly reliant on the accessibility of
scientific gears to administrators (Knights et al. 2014). Vigorous indicator selection,
transparent use and operative link of results comprise vital parts of this process, but
the development, standardization and endorsement phases of new markers and
valuation methods can concede timely administrative reply (Borja and Dauer
2008). Though there still a mutual exercise of emerging new markers for each new
valuation imagination created besides for any precise case or strategy prerequisite.

Recently, Teixeira et al. (2016) have identified a catalogue containing several
indicators, but the main indicators should be four so to support the valuation; these
areas are (D) MSFD - biological variety (D1), non-native species (D2), food nets
(D4) and seafloor integrity (D6). Their index can be viewed digitally and be able to
extract the list of the preferable indicators according to the area that needs to be
assessed. In their catalogue, Teixeira et al. (2016) intended to recognize the dispar-
ities in the present groups of signs to straight the additional advance of markers to the
most crucial requirements and to adopt allocation of information across countries
and marine regions, in case signs effective in one area could be simply attuned and
approved in a different place for the ecosystem valuations.

Regarding to the issue of environmental assessment and in particular the marine
environment, Iraq falls extremely behind the other countries in the region and the
world. There is no existing plan of any sort to follow at the moment in Iraq despite of
the several studies and researches that indicated the deteriorating status of the marine
environment due to effect of pollutions by various pollutants (hydrocarbon, pesti-
cides, swage, etc.). Therefore, it is about time for the policymakers in Iraq to choose
an efficient assessment programme to use to recover the dying environment before it
is difficult to assess or too late to apply any method or technique.

In the present chapter, a proposal to choose one of the leading biodiversity
programmes to apply in the marine environment of Iraq is proposed. From the
information given above about the catalogue of marine biodiversity indicators, it
seems that such a system is suitable to be adopted and applied in the case of Iraq, and
in the following sections, a short review on the reasons to choose such a programme
for assessment in Iraq and a short description of the mechanism of the programmes
were given in order to give an idea about it and how to deal with it.

2 Assessment of the Marine Biodiversity in Iraq

In Iraq, the aquatic biodiversity, both in freshwater and marine, was facing several
forms of environmental stresses that could lead to harm their existing and may put
them at the verge of extinction. In the present time, numerous factors can cause
environmental pressure in Iraq. These resulted from the changing of the environment
due to human activities, natural variations in the environment such as water shortage



A Proposal for Creating a Directory of Marine Biota Gauges in Iraq 693

and invasive species. The following are short reviews for these factors to show how
Iraq biodiversity is in need of monitoring and management.

2.1 Pollution

The problem of pollution by different constituents was the unsolved dilemma of the
world. Iraq marine waters are not different and face this problem and in a serious
state. Several kinds of pollutants were identified and studied in the marine waters of
Iraq and the estuary of Shatt al-Arab River in recent years. These include hydrocar-
bons, pesticides and swage components. In this section, no review will be given
about the pollution status in the marine waters of Iraq as a separate chapter was
devoted to this subject in this book. Therefore, interested readers should refer to this
chapter to gather more information.

2.2 Fluctuation in the Discharge of Water of Shatt al-Arab
River to the Arabian Gulf

In the last decades, the amount of water discharge of Shatt al-Arab River to the
Arabian Gulf area was decreased significantly due to the water supply of the
Euphrates and Tigris Rivers received from both Turkey and Iran.

Among the causes of the environmental changes in Iraq is the problem of drought.
Consequently, the water supply for agriculture became scarce, and the inability of
storage of rainwater turns out to be nearly impossible. The declining in the amount of
rainfall in northern parts of Iraq, Turkey and Iran disturbed the water indemnity in
the Shatt al-Arab River and hindered economic and social development in this part of
Iraq (Alaamood 2015). Among other factors that affect the decrease in charge of
freshwater by Shatt al-Arab River are the fluctuation in temperature rates, low
humidity rates and amounts of precipitation (Yaseen et al. 2016).

In the last few decades, the marine waters of Iraq in particular and the Arabian
Gulf area, in general, have been under a continuous environmental pressure due to
the two Gulf Wars and the drainage of the southern marshes of Iraq. Such environ-
mental stresses immensely affected the hydrodynamic displaying and circulation
outlines, heat interchange, studies of contaminants, sediment transport and buildup,
nutrient chemistry and biodiversity in the northwest part of the Arabian Gulf
(Al-Yamani et al. 2007a, b).

The usual river overflow into the Gulf ranges from 1456 m*/s (Reynolds 1993) to
1750 m%/s (Al-Hassan 1999). The Zagros (in Iran) and Taurus (in Turkey) mountains
assist as the main supply source of freshwater for the rivers running into the Gulf.

The Shatt Al-Arab River is the chief supply of freshwater to the northern Gulf.
This river has a length of 195 km and an average width of 500 m with a depth that
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differs from 8 to 15 m downstream to Basrah (Al Ramadhan and Pastour 1987).
The Shatt Al-Arab passes by two major industrial groups, the Iraqi port of Basrah
and the Iranian port of Abadan before draining into the Gulf. In the last few decades,
the present river release rates have been decreased to an unidentified degree by dams
that were built in northern Mesopotamia by Iran, Iraq and Syria (Kamp and
Sadrinasab 2006). Consequently, water subtraction and alteration, in conjunction
with the natural seasonal and multi-annual disparities, disturb the total volume of
freshwater release into the Gulf.

The marine waters of Iraq and the north part of the Arabian Gulf receive a
complicated kind of pollutants originated mainly from the anthropogenic activities
in Basrah City (Al-Yamani 2008). These pollutants as an output of power stations,
paper industry, oil refineries, petrochemical industry, chemical fertilizer companies
and the sewerage structure, which ultimately release into the Shatt Al-Arab water-
way (Al-Yamani 2008). Other pollutants such as trace metal (Abaychi and Mustafa
1988), hydrocarbon (Douabul and Al-Saad 1985; Bedair and Al-Saad 1992) and
pesticides (DouAbul et al. 1987, 1988) were met in the waters of Shatt Al-Arab.

There are several physical and chemical changes that the water discharge of the
Shatt al-Arab River generates in the north part of the Arabian Gulf area. These
changes can be seen in the hydrodynamics variations, where the water discharge aids
the counterclockwise circulation of the Gulf; changes in both temperature and
salinity, where the values of these two factors were lower in the northern part of
the Gulf than in the south, for example (Al-Yamani et al. 2004; Al-Yamani 2008);
changes in the transparency, turbidity and suspended sediments as the river releases
a great number of suspended sediments into the northern Gulf, henceforth distressing
the transparency of its waters; change in the nutrient levels as a large amount of
nutrient-rich water pour into the Gulf each year (Hadi et al. 1984); and change in
total organic carbon, which can occur due to the dispersal of nutrients and organic
matter (Al-Yamani 2008).

Among the biological changes that freshwater discharge can bring to the northern
part of the Gulf such are those reflected in the Plankton communities. Both the
primary and secondary productivity of the northern part of the Gulf and closely
related to the distribution of the nutrient originated from the water discharge of Shatt
al-Arab River (Al-Hassan and Hussain 1985; Grasshoff 1976; Al-Yamani et al.
2004; Al-Yamani 2008). In addition to the level of a nutrient, turbidity seems to
play a vital role in the development of primary productivity. This can be seen clearly
as the phytoplankton biomass and primary production considerably decrease in the
southern waters (Al-Yamani et al. 2006; Al-Yamani 2008).

The other biological changes that can be brought due to the freshwater discharge
of Shatt al-Arab River into the northern part of The Gulf is the fluctuation in
fisheries. The northern areas of the Gulf and precisely northern of Kuwait were
considered nursery zones for shrimp species (Grabe and Lees 1992). On the other
hand, several other shrimp species Metapenaeus affinis and commercial fish species
such as Pampus argenteus, Tenualosa ilisha Acanthopagrus arabicus and others are
wholly reliant on the Shatt Al-Arab River as well as the marsh and estuarine areas for
spawning, feeding and as a nursery habitat. Consequently, any variations in the
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volume or features of the freshwater system could have an upsetting influence on the
dispersal and abundance of the above species.

2.3 Invasive Species

Fish species have been studied thoroughly than any other marine organisms in Iraq.
Therefore, a review of this group to follow their short history in the last few decades
will give an example of the invasion of alien species to the marine waters of Iraq.

Towards the end of the nineteenth century, the studies on marine fish fauna were
started by Giinther (Giinther 1896; Jawad 2012). Numerous checklists and guides to
the marine fishes of Iraq and the surrounding areas have been formerly published (for
a detailed description and list of papers see Jawad (2012). The introduction of
non-native and possibly invasive species by ship ballast water was also renowned
(Al-Hassan and Al-Badri 1986; Al-Hassan and Miller 1987). In the 1990s to 2010s,
there was an upsurge in ichthyological publications from the Arabian Gulf area,
comprising checklists (Bishop 2003; Grandcourt 2012; Younis et al. 2016), as well
as more thorough species accounts, like the first description of a novel skate species
for the area (Fricke and AL-Hassan 1995), all of which are significant for the
construction of a complete picture of the fish biodiversity in the area and its need
for conservation efforts (see, e.g. Moore and Jawad 2008).

During the period of 2010-2019, several numbers of fish species were reported as
anew record to the Iraq marine waters. Forty-seven teleost fish species and one shark
were recorded during the period of 9 years. During this time, the presence of ten
more teleosts species was confirmed in this area (Jawad et al. 2010, 2014a, b, c,
2018a, b, 2019; Al-Mukhtar et al. 2011; Al-Badri and Jawad 2014; Ali et al. 2014;
Hussain and Jawad 2014; Jawad and Al-Badri 2014, 2015; Jawad and Hussain 2014;
Iwatsuki et al. 2015; Jawad 2015; Al-Faisal et al. 2016; Ali 2016; Al-Daraji et al.
2017; Mohamed et al. 2017; Al-Faisal 2018; Ali and Iwatsuki 2018; Ali and
Khamees 2018; Khamees et al. 2018; Ziyadi et al. 2018). Moreover, recently a
coral reef area was discovered in the Iraqi marine waters for the first time (Pohl et al.
2014), which encompasses a large number of marine organisms. With the record of
the large number of fish species in a short period of time (9 years) and the discovery
of the coral reef, it became necessary to have an effective management plan to
conserve the biodiversity of the Marine waters of Iraq.

3 The Catalogue of the Marine Biodiversity Indicators

Teixeira et al. (2016) have suggested few steps in the process of building their
catalogue of marine biodiversity indicators, and here these steps will be briefly
discussed to give the readers the idea of the catalogue. For full information about
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setting up the catalogue, it is suggested that the readers should refer to the original
reference.

3.1 How to Collect Indicators

In choosing the indicators for the catalogue, certain issues need to be targeted to
address the aims such as biological variety, tendencies and influences of non-native
species, food webs’ features and seafloor integrity. In the process of collecting
indicators, several questionnaire were prepared for reclaiming indicators, and related
metadata were circulated among certain number of scientists, recognized in the
database by a ‘contributor code’. All donors were either intricate in the application
of the MSFD or having extensive information on markers’ advance or presentation
in their relevant regions or fields of knowledge. The data on markers was accumu-
lated from very diverse resources in national and international environmental
settings.

3.2 Catalogue Assembly

Teixeira et al. (2016) design the directory of biota markers, and for precision, their
description of the catalogue was depicted with slight variation as follows: the
catalogue comprises three main sections — ‘Indicators’, ‘219 Metadata’ and
‘Sources’, with open and closed fields for reporting information. The fourth section
allows implementation ‘Analyses’ like enquiring the database. The ‘Indicators’ unit
has ten fields relating to fundamental features of the marker and other linked data.
The ‘Metadata’ section has two chief kinds of areas. There are fields linked to MSFD
necessities for reporting descriptor exposure, and other fields permit description of
targets of the marker in terms of biodiversity components (e.g. phytoplankton,
macroalgae, fish) and a set of major ecotypes (e.g. pelagic fish, demersal fish) for
mobile constituents. Lastly, additional fields identify settings for applying the
marker, eventually containing data on targets and/or reference settings for the
indicator, relating them to particular habitat(s) where it applies, and its geographical
coverage. Additional particulars on the fields and definitions of categories can be
found in the database (Supp. Mat. S1) and in Teixeira et al. (2014).

4 Suggestions for Future Improvements of the Catalogue

Teixeira et al. (2016) have suggested that the usage of their catalogue could be
strengthened in the future via more mixing with extra quality features for marker
assortment (Queirés et al. 2016). The directory might be extended more to house
additional kinds of markers as (Berg et al. 2015).
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5 Need for Further Action Regarding the Conservation
to the Marine Biodiversity of Iraq

There is a great shortage in the data on the dynamics and the relations between Shatt
Al-Arab and the Gulf ecosystem. Vital act is obligatory in so to deliver steady data
on the water release, and water chemistry as well is needed.

Due to the suitable information on the ecology of the southern Iraqi marshes is
missing, the biology and spawning behaviour of some of the migratory species or
common stocks need to be investigated. Therefore, combined research plans are
desirable linking scientists from all related countries (e.g. Iraq, Iran and Kuwait).
The subsequent activities are suggested to be commenced shortly:

1. A detailed habitat influence valuation study to be led before the completion of the
civil and construction works.

2. The exchange of data regarding Shatt Al-Arab and Shatt Al-Basrah/Khor
Al-Zubair flow rates is mandatory.
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