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Soft tissue tumors (STT) are a heterogeneous 
group of benign and malignant processes. Some 
are assumed reactive, and others are clearly neo-
plastic. These lesions account for less than 4% of 
all tumors in adult patients, and for 7–10% of all 

tumors in pediatric patients. More than 99% of 
STT are benign, and the incidence of malignant 
STT is about 4–5 times that of malignant tumors 
arising from bone.

The rarity of STT causes problems with 
respect to diagnosis, grading, or optimal thera-
peutic approach. Over the last few decades, there 
have been significant changes in diagnostics and 
treatment of STT.  Several developments in the 
field of radiology, pathology, and surgery have 
significantly changed the way STT are currently 
diagnosed and treated, improving prognosis and 
quality of life for patients with these rare 
diseases.
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