3 Nail Anatomy

Nail Nail root

* Dense keratinized plate e Base of the nail that underlies proximal nail fold

Nail bed Nail matrix

e Stratified squamous epithelium ¢ Beneath the nail root

Eponychium ¢ Germinative epithelium that produces the nail plate

* Distal edge of proximal nail fold

6 K.S. Masterpol et al., Atlas of Essential Dermatopathology,
DOI 10.1007/978-1-4471-4471-7_3, © Springer-Verlag London 2013
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Proximal Nail Fold

Basal Layer Squamous Epithelium
Nail Matrix Nail Bed

Proximal Nail Fold

Nail Matrix

e

Fig. 3.2 Nail matrix. The basaloid germinal epithelium of the nail Fig. 3.3 Nail bed. The nail bed epithelium forms the underside of the
matrix produces the nail plate (arrow); damage to the nail matrix will ~ nail plate
lead to deformities of the nail plate
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