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Eutrophication and algal blooms are worldwide

environmental issues in lakes. The eutrophication

process and forming mechanisms of algal blooms

are particularly complicated in shallow lakes due

to the strong lake–land, air–water and water–

sediment interactions.

In China there are more than 2,700 lakes, with

a total area of 91,000 km2, and one third of them

are shallow lakes. In recent years, many shallow

lakes in China have displayed rapid eutrophica-

tion and suffered from algal blooms. These

problems have resulted in a shortage of drinking

water supply and degradation of lake ecosystems.

The control of eutrophication in shallow lakes is

one of the main issues with which the local

people and Chinese governments are concerned

today.

Lake Taihu is the third largest freshwater lake

in China, with an area of about 2,338 km2 and a

mean depth of 1.9 m. Now its main function is

supplying drinking water for the surrounding

cites such as Shanghai, Suzhou and Wuxi. It is

also very important in tourism, culture fisheries

and navigation. However, with economic devel-

opment and increased population in the lake

basin, Lake Taihu is suffering from serious

eutrophication, so research work on ecosystem

restoration in the lake is receiving increasing

attention.

The ‘International Symposium on the Eutro-

phication Process and Control in Large Shallow

Lakes––With Special Reference to Lake Taihu,

a Shallow Subtropical Chinese Lake’ was held in

Nanjing during April 22–26, 2005, and provided

a forum for discussion and exchange of ideas

and information by scientists and environment

managers on the issues of eutrophication pro-

cess, control, and management of shallow lakes

in general and Lake Taihu in particular. This

special issue collects papers presented at the

symposium. The editors and the authors of the

papers in this special issue hope that it will make

a significant contribution to the understanding

and management of eutrophication in shallow

lakes.
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Gons, Hijran Yavuzcan Yildiz, Huayu Lu, Hui Li,

Isabel Ramirez, James W. McClelland, Jaroslav

Vrba, Jianchao Lee, Jidong Gu, Jingsong Yan,

John Smol, Judith Wolf, Kaiqin Xu, Karl E.

Havens, Kelly A. Rusch, Kohji Michioku, Koren

R. Nydick, Lianchun Fan, Liping Zhou, Liuyan

Yang, Marc Schallenberg, Mark Honti, Mark J.

McCarthy, Marley Waiser, Martin T. Dokulil,

Morton Siyuan Chen, Moshe Gophen, Nathan

Hawley, Nicola Fohrer, Nimal Chandrasena, Olav
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Berninger, Vera Istvánovics, Vitor Vasconcelos,

Walter Dodds, Wayne S. Gardner, William R.

Herb, Xinde (Rocky) Cao, Zhengwen Liu, Zoltan

Vekerdy

We are also indebted to Henri Dumont for his

valuable suggestions and help throughout the

process of producing this special issue, Liancong

Luo and Liuyan Yang for their excellent edito-

rial assistance, Mark McCarthy for the language

checking and Hongwei Yang for providing the

cover illustration. We acknowledge the Chinese

Academy of Sciences, National Natural Science

Foundation of China for their financial support

(No. KXCZ1-SW-12 and 40514034) for this

symposium and the editorial affairs of this

volume.

2 Hydrobiologia (2007) 581:1–2

123




