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Dynamics of a System
of Particles

8.1. Introduction

The principles of mechanics for a particle are extended here to a system of n
discrete material points . We begin with Newton 's second law for a system of parti
cles and formulate the momentum, impulse-momentum, moment of momentum ,
work-energy, conservation, and general energy principles for a system of parti
cles. Several of the concepts introduced here are especially useful in the study (in
Chapter 11) of Lagrange's general equations for arbitrary dynamical systems, and
the development of the moment of momentum principle for a system of particles
provides a foundation for the independent presentation (in Chapter 10) of parallel
results for the moment of momentum of a rigid body.

8.2. Equation of Motion for the Center of Mass

The total force Fk = F( Pi , t) that acts on the kth particle of a system {3 = {Pi}
of n particles consists of a total external force f k = f(Pk, t) exerted by bodies
outside of {3 and a total internal force b, = b( Pi, t) due to the mutual interaction
between Pk and all other particles in {3 . Let bkj denote the mutual internal force
exerted on the particle Pk by the particle Pj • Then the total internal force on
P, is

n

bk =L: bkj .

j = l

j #
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(8.1)
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(8.2)

Thus, the totalforce FCB, t) = L~=I Fk = L~=I (fk +bd acting on the system is

n n n

F(,8, t) = L fk +LL bkj .

k= ] k= ] j = ]

j#

In accordance with the third law, the internal forces occur in equal, oppositely
directed pairs so that

(8.3)

(8.4)

and hence the total internal force, the last sum in (8.2), vanishes . Therefore, the
total force that acts on a system ofparticles is equal to the total external force:

n

F(,8, t) = L fk .

k=1

We recall from (5.7) that the total momentum of a system of particles is equal
to the momentum of its center of mass, and use of this result in (5.40) leads to the
familiar classical form (5.41) of Newton 's second law of motion for a system of
particles in which only external forces (8.4) arise.

Newton's principle of motion for a system of particles: The total external
force on a system ofparticles is equal to the time rate ofchange ofthe momentum of
the center ofmass relative to an inertial frame <1> , and is thus equal to the product
ofthe total mass ofthe system and the acceleration ofthe center ofmass in <1> :

. *
F(,8, t) =P (,8 , t) = m(,8)a*(,8, t). (8.5)

This equation aids in determination of the motion of the center of mass of the
system and the external forces that act on it. In applications, however, the auxiliary
center of mass relations (5.5) through (5.8), as well as the separate equations
of motion of the particles, often are needed in problem solutions . Of course, the
motion of an individual particle is governed by (5.39), which depends on the action
of all forces that act on the particle, including internal forces that do not appear
in (8.5). Without these auxiliary equations, (8.5) alone may not be very helpful.
Plainly, all of the principles of mechanic s for a single particle apply directly to the
unique center of mass particle of a system of particles subjected to only the total
external force (8.4). The familiar principle of conservation of momentum (7.69),
for example, may be read immediately from (8.5), as follows below. Afterwards,
an important application of the principle illustrates the need for the aforementioned
auxiliary equations for the center of mass and Newton 's law for a particle .

The principle of conservation of momentum of a system of particles: The
total external force component in a fixed direction e vanishes for all time if and
only if the corresponding component of the momentum of the center of mass is
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constant:

F({J , t ) . e = 0 {:} p*({J , t ) . e = const.
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(8.6)

Thus, the momentum of the center ofmass is a constant vector if and only if the
total external force vanishes for all time, in which case the center ofmass moves
uniformly on a straight line, or, ifat rest initially, it remains so.

8.3. The 1\\'0 Body Problem

Our study in the last chapter of the central gravitational attraction of a body
in its orbital motion about another body assumed fixed in an inertial reference
frame led to proof of Kepler's empirical laws on the elliptical path and orbital
period of the attracted body. Here we study the related classical problem of the
relative motions of two celestial bodies due only to their mutual gravitational
attraction. This so-called two body problem models the relative motions of two
astronomical bodies like the Earth and the Moon , the Sun and a planet, or a double
star, for example, all of whose mutual distances of separation are so great that a
pair of these huge celestial objec ts may be treated as two particles remote from
the gravitational influence of all other bodies.

Consider two bodies of mass m I and m2 subjec t only to their mutual gravita
tional force. These are internal forces for the system. Therefore, the total external
force on the system vanishes in (8.5). It follows that the center of mass must have
a uniform motion or be at rest in the astronomical inertial frame. (Although this
is useful information, it does not address the relative motion of the particles.) As
a consequence, we may choose an inertial frame \11 = {C ; Id with its origin at
the center of mass, and now introduce the relative position vectors Pk of the two
particles in \11 . Then by (5.6), relative to the center of mass, we have

mi p, + m2P2 = O. (8.7)

This shows that the particles must be situated along a line through C. Consider the
motion of m i relative to m I described by

r == P2 - PI · (8.8)

The motion of each particle relative to the center of mass is then obtained from
(8.7) and (8.8) in terms of the relative motion vector r by

(8.9)

The equations of motion of the separate bodies in the inertial frame \11 are

(8.10)
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wherein
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(8.11)

(8.13)

r PZ - PI
e=- = ----

r IPz - PI! '

is a unit vector directed from ml toward mi- The equation for the motion (8.8) of
mz relative to m I is now provided by r = pz - PI and (8.10); namely,

Gmim-. Gtm, + mz)m,
m,r = - rZ e = - rZ e. (8.12)

This is the equation of motion of a single "particle" having the reduced mass m,
defined by

m)mZ
m,= .

m\ +mz

The problem of the relative motion of two bodies is thus transformed to an equiv
alent single body problem for which we need determine only the motion of a
fictitious particle of mass m, under the same central force experienced by the two
bodies separated a distance r.

We recall (6.4) in which a = rand e, = e to obtain from (8.12) the scalar
equations of motion in cylindrical coordinates:

r - r¢z = _ G(m\ ;- mz), rZ¢ = y,a constant. (8.14)
r

Use of the second equation in the first and integration in r leads to an energy
equation of the sameform as (7.96a) in which now u. = Gtm, + mz) andm = m, .
The orbit analysis is then similar to what is presented at the end of the last chapter.
With the solution of (8.14) in hand, the individual motions of the two bodies relative
to the center of mass in W may be obtained from (8.9) . The solution of (8.14) thus
suffices to determine their relative orbital motion . We shall omit these details.

An immediate effect of our accounting for the relative motions of the two
bodies is that Kepler's third law (7.98e) for the orbital periodic time T is changed
by the modified factor W

T = 2JT ~ = 2JT a
3

(8.15)Y--; G(m) + mz)

Therefore, the orbital period for the two body problem with a moving attractor is
smaller than the Kepler period (7.98e) for the single body problem with a fixed
attractor; so, the orbital period is not the same for all orbits having the same
semi-major axis. The period varies from planet to planet due to the presence in
(8.15) of the mass mz of the orbiting body. Of course, the same thing follows
symmetrically for the body of mass ml in its motion relative to m-, If the mass
of either of the bodies is much greater than the other, like the mass of the Sun
compared with that of the Earth and other planet s in our solar system, for example,
the deviations of the periodic times of the different planets discovered in the two
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body problem are small, and only then does Kepler's third law prevail. On the
other hand, because the mass of Jupiter is roughl y 1/1000 of the mass of the Sun,
the two body departure from Kepler 's appro ximate law for the period of Jupiter is
observable.

8.4. The Impulse-Momentum Equation

Integration of (8.5) with respect to time yields

p*(tJ, t) - p*(tJ, to) = 11F(tJ, t)dt == ff(t; to),
10

(8.16)

in which ,<T(t ;to) is called the impulse ofthe external force F(tJ , t ) on the system.
Thus, (8.16) provides in the usual notation the following rule .

The impulse-momentum equation for a system of particles: The impulse
ofthe external force on a system of particles over the time interval [to, t] is equal
to the change in the momentum ofthe center of mass during that time:

t:.p* = ,<T(t; to). (8.17)

The change of momentum is always in the direction of the impulse. Since
(8.17) is similar to rule (7.2), rules similar to (7.7) and (7.8) characterizing an
instantaneou s impulse hold also for the center of mass. Of course, any finite external
force will contribute nothing to the instantaneous impulse; but other impulsive
extern al reaction forces that might act on the system must be accounted for. Now,
if the instantaneous impulse is due to equal, oppositely directed and collinear
internal impulsive forces only and all external forces are finite, then at the impul sive
instant lim c, t-> 0 '<T(t ;to) = 0 and (8.17) yields t:.p* = o. Therefore, in this case,for
a system ofparticles subject tofinite externalforces, the instantaneous momentum
of the center of mass is constant during the internal impulsive interval. This is
shown differently in (7.12) for a system of two particles on which the mutual
instantaneous impulsive forces are equal , oppositely directed internal forces .

Example 8.1. A gun of mass M fires a shell S of mass m with a muzzle
velocity vSG = Vo relative to the gun barrel G, at an elevation angle ex in the
ground frame <I> = {F;Ik } in Fig. 8.1. The gun carriage C is mounted on a greased
horizontal track. (a) Find the instantaneous recoil velocity VGF of the gun (i.e.
the center of mass of the gun assembly ). (b) Compare the magnitude v of the
instantaneous, absolute muzzle velocity VSF of the shell in <I> with its relative value
Vo . (c) What is the instantaneous impulsive reaction exerted by the track on the
gun carriage? 0
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v

v

Figure 8.1. Momentum and impulse reaction in firing a gun.

Solution of (a). The gun and shell are modeled as center of mass objects-"a
system of two particles ." Then the instantaneous, absolute muzzle velocity of the
shell S relative to the ground frame <I> = {F ; Ikl is vSF = VSG + VGF; that is,

VSF = Vo + VGF = (vocos a - V)i + Vo sin oj, (8.18a)

wherein the instantaneous recoil velocity of the gun is vG F = - Vi. To find vG F, we
observe that the only external forces that act on the system at the impulsive instant
are vertical forces-the total weight of the system, the equipollent static track
reaction force on the carriage, and the additional impulsive vertical reaction force
R exerted on the gun carriage by the lubricated track . Therefore, in accordance
with (8.6), the component p* . i of the linear momentum of the center of mass,
hence the system, is conserved. Initially, p* = 0; hence, after the impulse, the
component p* . i of the instantaneous momentum of the system must vanish in <1>:

p* . i = (MVGF + mVSF)' i = (-MVi +mvSF)' i = O. (8.18b)

(8.18c)

Equations (8.18a) and (8.18b) yield - M V + m(Vo cos a - V) = 0; and hence the
instantaneous recoil velocity of the gun is

m
VGF = -Vi = ----vocosai.

m+M

After the impulsive instant , additional forces exerted by a recoil spring and viscous
damper, not shown in the diagram , retard the subsequent motion of the gun and
restore it to its firing station. We shall not explore this motion.

Solution of (b). The instantaneous, absolute muzzle velocity VSF of the shell
follows from (8.18a):

VSF = Vo (~cosai + sinaj ) ;
m+M

(8.18d)
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and hence the absolute muzzle speed v is related to the relative speed Vo by

(
m(m + 2M) 2)1/2

v = Vo I - 2 cos ex (8.l8e)
(m + M)

Inasmuch as m « M, to the first order in /l == mjM , v = vo(1 - u. cos? ex ) < Vo;
the instantaneous, absolute muzzle speed of the shell in <I> is somewhat less than
its muzzle speed Vo relative to the gun.

Solution of (c). The instantaneous, external normal reaction impulse~
exerted by the smooth track on the system is obtained from (8. 17):

~ == lim 1/Rdt = Ap" = MV CF + mVSF· (8.180
/ -'?to /0

Since R · i = 0, (8.18f) requires .0.p*. i = 0, which is the same as (8.18b); and
hence, by (8.l 8c) and (8.18d), the external impul sive reaction of the track on the
gun is

~ = (.0.p*. j)j = mvo sinexj.

8.5. Moment of Momentum of a System of Particles

(8.18g)

(8.19)

(8.20)

In preparation for the study of the moment of momentum principle for a
system of particles, we next express the moment of momentum for the system in
terms of the motion of its center of mass C. By (5.32), the moment about C of the
momenta of the system relative to frame <I> = {F; I k } in Fig. 8.2 is given by

n

hd .B, t ) = L Pk X mkXb
k=1

wherein Pk is the position vector from C to the particle Pk and mkXk is its mo
mentum relative to the orig in in <1> . It is useful to define the moment about C of
the momenta of the system of particles relative to C in <1> , called the moment of
momentum relative to C, in accordance with

n

hrd .B, t) == L Pk X mk/Jk.
k= 1

Here and in similar relations below, the subscript r is used for moments of momenta
relative to points in <1> , but not with respect to the origin Fin <1> , as emphasized in
(8.19) and (8.20).

To relate hrc to hc, introduce X, = X* + Pk in (8.19) to obtain
n n

hd .B, t) = L mkPk x X*+ L Pk X mk!Jk.
k=1 k= 1

(8.21)
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(8.22)

(8.23)

J

Figure 8.2. Schema for the moment of momentum of a system of particle s.

By (5.6), however, the first product term vanishes , and we have with (8.20),

n

hcCB, t) =L Pk X mkPk = hrcC,B, t) .
k=1

In sum, the moment about C ofthe momentum ofthe system relative to the origin in
<I> is equal to the moment about C of the momentum of the system relative to C
in <1> .

The importance of this interesting property of the moment of momentum of
a system of particles is revealed in the next section. The following exercises and
subsequent example prepare the reader for development of principles presented
there.

Exercise 8.1. The moment ofmomentum relative to 0 in <I> is defined by

n

hro(,B, t) == L Xk x m(Xb
k=1

where Xk is the position vector ofparticle Pk from 0 in Fig. 8.2. This is the moment
about a point 0 in <I> of the momenta of the system relative to O. Recall (5.32)
for the moment of momentum ho(,B, t) of a system of particles about point 0 in
<1> , introduce a velocity transformation, and show that

ho(,B, t) = hro(,B, t) + m(,B)x~ x vo , (8.24)

in which v0 is the velocity of 0 in <I> and x~ = x*(,B, t) is the position vector of
C from O. Describe three cases for which ho(,B, t) = hro(,B, t) . D
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Exercise 8.2. Use the point transformation Xk = x*+ Pkin Fig. 8.2 and show
that the moment of momentum relative to a point 0 in <I> is related to the moment
of momentum relative to the center of mass C in accordance with

(8.25)

in which, by definition,

(8.26)

and Po = m(fJ)x*(fJ, t) is the momentum of the center of mass relative to O. The
vector h;o ' therefore, is the moment of momentum of the center ofmass relative
to O. Describe the content of (8.25) in words . 0

Exercise 8.3. Introduce a velocity transformation in (5.32) to show that the
moment about point 0 of the momentum in <I> ofa system ofparticles is equal to
the moment about 0 ofthe momentum of the center ofmass relative to the origin
in <I> plus the moment ofmomentum relative to C in <1>:

ho(fJ , t) = h~(fJ , t) + hrdfJ , t) , (8.27)

where ho== x* x m(fJ)v* with v* = X*. Discuss the major difference between
the moment of momentum vector ho(fJ , t) and h;o(fJ , t) in (8.26). Replacing 0
with C in (8.27) or (8.24), we recover (8.22) . 0

We conclude this extended review with an example demonstrating some cal
culations that include the application of (8.25).

Example 8.2. Two particles of mass m I = m and mz = 3m are moving with
respective velocities VI = (4v , -7v , 0) and V2 = (0, u, 4v) relative to frame <I> =
{F; id . (a) Find the velocity of the center of mass in <1>. (b) At a certain instant the
respective particles are at XI = (0, -1 ,3) and X2 = (8, -1 ,3) from a fixed point
o in <1>. What is the moment about 0 of the momentum of the center of mass of
the system in <I>? (c) What is the moment of momentum of C relative to O?

Solution of (a). To find v", cons ider the momentum of the center of mass
in <I> : p* = m(fJ)v*, where m(fJ) = m, + m2 = 4m . Then , by (5.7), the total
momentum of the system is p* = mlVI + m2V2 = m(4v , -7v, 0) + 3m(O, v, 4v) ,
i.e.

p* = 4mv* = 4mv(l, -1,3);

and hence the center of mass has velocity

v* = v(i - j + 3k).

(8.28a)

(8.28b)

Solution of (b). To determine ho= x* x p*, the moment about point 0 of
the momentum of the center of mass in <1> , we need to determine the position vector
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x* of the center of mass from 0 at the instant of interest. From (5.5), the reader
will find that the center of mass is at the place from 0 given by

x" = 6i - j + 3k;

and with (8.28a) the moment about 0 of the momentum of C in <1> is

(8.28c)

j
h~ = x* x p* = 4mv 6 -I

1 -1

k
3 = -20mv(3j + k).
3

(8.28d)

Solution of (c). The moment about 0 of the momentum of C relative to
the origin in <1> is given by h~ = x* x m(f3)v*, in which v* == X* = v0 + x* in
Fig. 8.2. Because point 0 is fixed in <1>, v0 = 0 and hence p* = p~ . (In general,
of course, p* =I- p~.) Then, by (8.26) and (8.28d), h;o = h~ = -20mv(3j +k).

More generally, (8.24) holds for a system consisting of only a single particle,
hence for the center of mass particle alone,

(8.28e)

(8.29)

(8.30)

Therefore, when Vo = 0, we have the special result h~ = h;o found in the exam
ple. Characterization of other situations for which this holds is left for the reader.

8.6. The Moment of Momentum Principle

We shall now prove that the moment of momentum principle (6.79) for a
particle extends to a system of particles . First , differentiate (5.32) with respect to
time in <1> to obtain

dho(f3 , t) ~. .
_=-...:.:...---.:. = L...J (X Ok X Pk + XOk x pd,

dt k= l

in which* Pk = mkXk = mi.Vk is the momentum relative to the origin in <1> of the
particle Pk at the place XOk = Xk from an arbitrary point 0 in Fig. 8.2. If 0 is
fixed in <1> , then XOk = x, = Vb and the first product term in (8.29) vanishes. The
total force on Pk is Fk = fk + bk = Ilk ; hence, by (8.29),jor 0 fixed in <1> ,

dho(f3 , t) ~ F=L...J XOk X k-
dt k=l

The right-hand side of (8.30) is the total moment about a fixed point 0 of all
forces that act on the system of particles. We accept that all internal forces (8.1)

* Unless explicitly stated otherwise, the summation convention on repeated indices is suspended
throughout this chapter. Summation is explicitly indicated by a summation sign.



Dynamics of a System of Particles 311

(8.31)

occur in equal , oppositely directed and collinear pairs; hence , by (8.3), the total
moment of the internal forces about any point 0 whatsoever is zero:

n n n

L X Ok X b, = LL X Ok x bkj = O.
k=1 j = l k= 1

j#

The right-h and side of (8.30), therefore, reduce s to the total moment about a fixed
point 0 of only the external forces that act on the system, written as

n

M o (!3, t ) == L X Ok X fk.

k= l

From (8.30) and (8.32), we obtain the following important principle.

(8.32)

The moment of momentum principle for a system of particles: The total
moment ofthe external forces about a fixed point 0 in an inertialframe <I> is equal
to the time rate of change of the moment ofmomentum of the system about 0:

M o(!3 , t ) = dh o(!3 , t) . (8.33)
dt

This yields the following easy supplementary rule.

The principle of conservation of moment of momentum of a system of
particles: The total torque of external forces about a fixed line with direction e
through 0 may vanish in <I> if and only if the corresponding component of the
moment of momentum of the system about 0 is constant:

M oUl , t ) . e = 0 # ho Ctl , t ) . e = const. (8.34)

Moreover, the moment about 0 of the external forces vanishes if and only if the
moment ofmomentum of the system about 0 is a constant vector.

Integration of (8.33) with respect to time leads to the torque-impulse, moment
of momentum relation for the moment about a fixed point 0 in the inertial frame
<I> . The result is similar to (7.15), and its instantaneous form is similar to (7.17);
so, these equations are not repeated here .

8.6.1. Moment of Momentum Principle for a Moving Reference Point

The moment of momentum law (8.33) holds only for an arbitrary fixed point
o in an inertial frame <I>; but use of a moving reference point often is essential and
more practicable. Therefore, we seek those circumstances for which the moment
of momentum principle in the form (8.33) may hold for a moving reference point.
First, consider the moment about a moving point Q of all forces that act on the
system, and recall from (8.31) that the torque of the mutual internal forces about
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(8.35)

Figure 8.3. Schema for the moment of momentum about a moving reference point.

any point in <t> vanishes. Then using notation introduced in Fig. 8.3, we have

n n n

M Q =L rk x Fk =L rk x fk =L rk x Pk.
k=! k=1 k=1

whereint Fk = bk +fk = Pk and rk is the vector of Pk from Q.
The moment about point Q of the momenta Pk = mkxk in <t> of all particles

of the system is given by
n

hQ(!l , t) = L rk x Pk,

k=l

and hence
n n

hQ = L rk x Pk+ L rk x Pk .
k=l k=l

Since rk = Xk - rand r = vQ in Fig. 8.3, the first product term yields

(8.36)

(8.37)

n n

L rk x Pk = -vQ x L Pk = -vQ X p" .
k=1 k=!

Thus, with this relation in (8.37) and recalling (8.35), we obtain the first form of
the moment ofmomentum principle for a moving reference point Q:

dhQ(!l, t) *
MQ(!l, t) = + vQ x P .

dt
(8.38)

Consequently,there exist moving points Qwith respect to which MQ(!l, t) =
hQ(!l, t) has the sameform as (8.33)for a fixedpoint 0, if andonly if v., x p* = O.

t Note that Xk = Xk + R is the vector of Pk in <t> and R, not shown here, is the constant vector of the
fixed point 0 from the origin F in Fig. 8.3. Hence, Xk = Xk, Xk = Xk throughout these results. See
also Fig. 8.2.



Dynamics of a Systemof Particles 313

Thi s hold s when (i) triviall y, eith er Q or the center of mass C is at rest in <1>, or
(ii) when the velocity of Q is parallel to the velocity of the center of mass. In
particular, this is so when Q is the center of mass. Theref ore, the moment about
the center of mass of the external fo rces acting on a system ofparticles is equal
to the time rate ofchange of the moment ofmomentum about the center ofmass,
which may be either at rest or moving arbitra rily in <1>:

McCfJ, t ) = dh cCfJ , t ) .
dt

Thi s is the first center of mass f orm of the moment ofmomentum principle.

(8.39)

(8.40)

8.6.2. Second Form of the Moment of Momentum Principle for a Moving Point

Another formulation for the torque about a moving point Q, suggested by
(8.22) and other results sketched in the previous section, is to express (8.38) in
terms of the moment ofmomentum relative to Q, namely,

n

hrQ(fJ, t ) = L rk x mkrb
k= 1

in accordance with (8.23). Here rk is the position vector of Pk from Q in Fig. 8.3 .
To relate (8.36) and (8.40), we recall (8.24) in which 0 is replaced by Q to obtain

hQ(fJ , t ) = hrQ(fJ, t ) + m(fJ)r* x vQ, (8.41)

wherein r* = xQis the position of the center of mass from Q.
Differentiation of (8.4 1) with respect to time in <I> gives

hQ = hrQ+ m(fJ)i"* x v Q + m(f3 )r* x a Q'

in which a Q = vQ is the acceleration of Q in <1> . With m(fJ)i"* = p* - m(f3)vQ
from Fig. 8.3, the last equation may be written as

(8.42)

(8.43)

Therefore, in place of (8.38) , we find the secondform ofthe moment ofmomentum
principle for a moving reference point Q:

dh rQ *
MQ(fJ , t) = dt + r x m(fJ)aQ.

Consequently, there exist points Q with respect to which MQ(fJ, t) =
hrQ(fJ, t ) has the same basic form (8.33) for a fixed point, if and only if
r* x m(f3)aQ = O. Thi s occurs when (i) triviall y, Q is either at rest or in uni
form motion in <I> so that a Q = 0, in which case Q may be cho sen as the origin
of an inertial frame, (ii) the acceleration of Q is along a line passing through the
center of mass so that r* and a Q are parallel vectors, or (iii) Q is the center of
mass so that r* = 0, this being the most general of these situations for a moving
reference point. Theref ore, the moment about the center of mass of the external
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forces acting on a system of particles is equal to the time rate of change of the
moment ofmomentum relative to the center ofmass, which may be either at ease,
in uniform motion, or moving arbitrarily in <1>:

M (fJ )
_ dhr dfJ , t )

C , t - .
dt

(8.44)

(8.45)

This is the second center ofmass form ofthe moment ofmomentum principle.

8.6.3. Summary: The Moment of Momentum Principle
for a System of Particles

For an arbitrary moving reference point Q, the moment of momentum prin
ciple in (8.38) or (8.43) must be used. In view of (8.22), however, equations (8.39)
and (8.44) are equivalent, and hence the simplest formulation of the moment of
momentum principle for a moving reference point is provided by the equation for
the moving center ofmass:

MdfJ, t) = dhdfJ, t) = dhr dfJ , t).
dt dt

Otherwise, for any point Q that either is fixed or has a uniform motion in an inertial
frame <1> ,

(8.46)

In the latter case, Q may be chosen as a fixed point at the origin of a new inertial
frame <1> ' with respect to which, trivially, hr Q = hQ .

The first law of motion (8.5) for a system of particles essentiall y determines
the motion of the center of mass of the system, and the second law of motion (8.45)
determines the motion of the system relative to the center of mass. In addition ,
however, we must bear in mind in applications that the moment of momentum
about C may be referred to a moving frame cp having an angular velocity W f
relat ive to the inertial frame <1> . In this case (see (4.11) in Volume I) hc = hrc is
a vector referred to a moving reference frame, and (8.45) is written as

8hdfJ, t)
MdfJ, t) = 8t + W f x hdfJ, t ). (8.47)

Two examples that illustrate use of the results (8.22) , (8.45) , and (8.47) follow.

Example 8.3. A communications van has an antenna system modeled in
Fig. 8.4 as two coils of equal mass m that move radially along a rigid control shaft
that rotates with angular speed co about the vertical antenna axis. At an instant of
interest, each coil is at a distance d from the center C and is moving with center
directed variable speed v relative to the shaft frame cp = {C;id . The van moves
with speed Vo in the ground frame <I> = {F;Ik } . (i) What is the total momentum
of the system? (ii) What is the moment of momentum of the system relative to the
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Figure 8.4. A twoparticlesystem modelof moving antennacoils.

center of mass? (iii) Apply (8.19) to determine the moment of momentum about
the center of mass . Ignore the mass of the shaft and model the coils as particles.

Solution of (i). The total momentum in <l> of the system of coils PI and Pz is
equal to the momentum of its center of mass whose velocity in <l> is v* = va = vol,
the velocity of the van. Hence , p* = m(f3)v* = 2mvo I.

Solution of (ii), The moment of momentum of the system relative to the
center of mass is determined by (8.22) . The respective relative position vectors of
PI and Pz from Care

PI = -pz = di. (8A8a)

(8A8b)

The angular velocity of the shaft frame <p is W f = wk, and hence their velocity
vectors relative to the center of mass at the instant of interest are

PI = -pz = -v+wf x d = -vi + wdj .

Use of (8A8a) and (8A8b) in (8.22) yields

hrc = PI x m,p, + pz x mzpz = Zm p, x PI = 2mdi x (wdj - vi) .

That is,

(8A8c)

Solution of (iii). To find the moment about C of the momentum relative to
the origin in <l> , we shall need the total velocity of each particle in the inertial frame
<l> , namely, Xk = Vo + Pk. Then, with (8A8a) and (8A8b), (8.19) gives

hc = PI x ml(vO + PI) + pz x mz(vo + pz) = 2pI x mlPl = hrc ,

in agreement with the general rule (8.22): hc = hrc = 2mdzwk. Notice in passing
that the velocity of the center of mass v* = va does not affect the final result. In
view of (5.6), the term (mlPl + mzpz) x va == O. 0
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Figure 8.5. Momentof momentum of a systemof antennacoils referred to a moving frame.

Example 8.4. The antenna coil system in the previous example has an addi
tional angular velocity n normal to the plane of i' and k in Fig. 8.5, and relative
to its initially oriented shaft frame 1 = tp = {C; id, which is turning with angular
velocity W relative to the ground frame 0 = <l> = {F;Id at the instant shown. Find
the applied torque about the center of mass required to sustain the motion of the
system referred to the shaft frame 2 = tp' = {C ; i~} . Ignore the mass of the control
shaft.

Solution. The torque about C is given by (8.45), so we must first find he in
(8.22) referred to the moving frame . The total angular velocity of the moving frame
2 = tp' = [c, i~} fixed in the control shaft is W f == Wzo = WZI + WIO = n + w.
Hence, with reference to Fig. 8.5, referred to ip',

W f = -r.lj' + w(sin ei' + cos ek'). (8.49a)

The velocity of each coil relative to C is /Jk = (-l)k v + W f X Pk, where we recall
(8.48a) in which i ~ i'. Specifically,

PI = -pz = -vi' + cod cos ej' + r.ldk'.

Then (8.22) yields

he = 2pI x m p, = 2mdz(-r.lj ' + to cos ek').

(8.49b)

(8.49c)

When e= 0 and r.l = 0, we recover (8.48c) .
The total torque about C required to sustain the motion of the system is

determined by (8.45) for he given in (8.49c). But he is a vector referred to a
moving reference frame, so we shall need to apply (8.47). With the aid of (8.49a),
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(8.52)

(8.49c), and noting that d(t) = -vet) and tJ = Q, we determine

ahe = 2md[(2vQ - dQ)j' + (dwcose - dwQ sine-2vwcos e)k'],
Of

i' j' k'
wf x he = 2md2 w sine -Q wcose

o - Q wcose

= 2md2 (_w2 sine cos e]' -Qwsinek') .

Thus, by (8.47), the total moment about C of all external forces exerted on the coil
system by the control shaft, by gravity, and by the drive mechanism is

Me = 2md[(2vQ - dQ - dw 2 sin e cos e)j'

+(dwcose - 2dQwsine - 2vwcose)k'] . (8.49d)

When Q = 0 and e= 0, the applied torque required to sustain the motion
of the system considered initially is Me = 'lmdtdto - 2vw)k, which also follows
easily from (8.45) and (8.48c) wherein now k' = k is fixed in <1> . 0

8.7. Kinetic Energy of a System of Particles

The kineti c energy K({3 , t) of a system of particles {3 = {Pkl in frame cp =
{o ; id of Fig . 8.3 is defined as the sum of the kinetic energies Kk(t) == K(Pb t)
of particles Pi:

n n 1
K({3, t) == L Kk(t) = L "2mkvk . Vb (8.50)

k=] k= 1

where Vk = Xk . With m({3) defined by (5.3), the kinetic energy K *({3 , t) of the
center ofmass is defined by

1
K *({3 , t) == -m({3)v* . v", (8.51)

2

wherein v*({3, t) = x*({3, t) is the velocity of the center of mass of the system in tp,

To relate (8.50) and (8.51), with reference to Fig. 8.3, substitute the relation
Vk = v* + iJk in (8.50) and expand the result to obtain

1 n n I
K({3 , t) = -m({3)v*· v* + v* · L mk!'1k+ L -mk!'Jk . iJk·

2 k= ] k=1 2

Then, by (5.8), the second term vanishes and the last term is the kinetic energy of
the system relative to the center ofmass C, defined by

n I
Krd{3, t) == L -mk!'Jk . Pk'

k=] 2
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Hence, with (8.51), we obtain

K({J , t ) = K*({J , t) + K,d{J , t ).

Chapter 8

(8.53)

That is, the kinetic energy ofa system ofparticles is equal to the kinetic energy of
the center ofmass plus the kinetic energy ofthe system relative to the center mass.

Equations (8.51) and (8.52), therefore, are two independent kinetic energy
relations for a system of particles, and (8.53) is the decomposition of the total
kinetic energy (8.50) into these independent parts. In the two body problem , for
example , the kinetic energy of the center of mass in the inertial frame IJI at C is
zero, and the reader will find from (8.52) that the kinetic energy relative to C is
given by K,c = ~m,r . r = ~m, {i· 2 + y2 / r 2), which by (8.53) also is the total
kinetic energy of the system in IJI. This differs from the kinetic energy in (7.96a)
for the one body problem. The results are approximately the same only when the
mass of one body is much greater than that of the other, say ml » m2 = m, so
that by (8.13) m; ~ m,

Example 8.5. Find the kinetic energy of the antenna system in Example 8.3,
page 314.

Solution. The center of mass C of the two coil system has velocity v* = vo ,
and m({J ) = 2m; so, by (8.5 1), the kinetic energy of the center of mass is

K*({J , t ) = m v~ . (8.54a)

The velocity of each coil relative to C is given in (8.48b); therefore, by (8.52), the
kinetic energy of the system relative to C is

I . . .. 2 2 2
K,c = "2 m(PI . PI + P2 . P2) = m(v + co d ).

Finally, (8.53) yields the kinetic energy of the antenna coil system:

K({J , t ) = m (v~ + v2+ w2d2) .

The reader will find the same result on starting from (8.50).

(8.54b)

(8.54c)

o

Exercise 8.4. What is the kinetic energy of the antenna coil system in Exam-
ple 8.4? 0

8.8. Work-Energy Equations for a System of Particles

The total external force acting on a system of particles may be considered
to act on the center of mass particle whose motion is governed by (8.5) and from
which a work-energy equation follows as a first integral. Let us think of the total
external force F({J , t ) = F(x*) as varying only with the position of the center of
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Figure 8.6. Schema for the work done by
forces acting on a system of particles.
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mass along its path $ * at time t in the inertial frame cp in Fig. 8.6. Then by (7.21)
this force does work

11/* == (. F(x*) . dx* =1t

F(x*) . v*dt , (8.55)
J€ to

where to and t are the instants when the center of mass is at its respective end
states Xoand x* on (§' *, dx* is the elemental displacement vector tangent toe'",
and v* = x". We recall (7.34) applied to the center of mass particle , use (8.5), and
thus obtain from (8.55) the work-energy equation for the center ofmass:

11/* = !:!:.K*, (8.56)

where !:!:.K* = K*({3 , t) - K*({3, to) is the change in the kinetic energy (8.51) of
the center of mass during the time [to, t] . In sum, formally, the work done by the
total external force that acts at the center ofmass ofa system ofparticles is equal
to the change in the kinetic energy ofthe center ofmass.

Moreover, similarly, by (7.37), (7.38), and (8.56), formally, the mechanical
power (P* expended by the total external force acting at the center ofmass ofa
system ofparticles is equal to the time rate of change of the kinetic energy of the
center ofmass :

d1l/* dK*
(P * == - = - (8.57)

dt dt

The results (8.56) and (8.57) hinge on our writing the total external force as
a function of the motion x* of the center of mass particle in (8.55). Generally,
however, this cannot be done. Nevertheless, in view of (8.5) and because these
results are expressed in terms of the kinetic energy of the center of mass, they
are meaningful-the work 11/* and the power (P* are determined by the kinetic
energy K* of the unique center of mass particle . The work 11/*, however, is not



320 ChapterS

the total work done on the system. Because the internal forces bk act over paths
flk traversed by the individual particles Pi, these forces generally contribute to
the work done by the total force Fk = fk + bk on Pk in Fig . 8.6. It is assumed that
each of the forces depends on only the position Xk of the respective particle Pi,
Hence, by (7.21), the work II/k done on the particle Pk in <p is

II/k == [ Fk · dx, = t (fk + bk) . dx; = LKk, (8.58)
1flk l;

wherein to and t, respectively, are the instants when the particle Pk is at the end
points XOk and Xk on its path fbk. Of course, all of the individual particle paths fbk
and the path fl * in Fig . 8.6 generally are different; but the interval [to , t] applies
to the motion of every particle and to the center of mass of the system. Therefore,
the total work 11/ == ~k=1 II/k done by all forces that act on the system is given by

(8.59)

Recalling (8.50) for the total kinetic energy, with (8.58), we have the work-energy
equation fo r the system:

(8.60)

where LK = L~k=1 Ki, Hence, the total work done by all force s acting on a
system ofparticles is equal to the change in the total kinetic energy of the system.

Introduce dx, = Vkdt =(v* + h)dt in (8.59) to write the total work done as

11/= it~Fk'dxk=i t (~Fk 'V*+ ~Fk 'Pk)dt .
In view of (8.4) , the first term on the far right-hand side of this expres sion is
equivalent to (8.55) for the total external force ; therefore, with (8.56), (8.60) may
be written as

1
t n

11/ - 11/* = L(K - K*) = :L Fk . Pkdt .
to k=l

(8.61 )

Then, with (8.53) and K,c in (8.52) , the work-energy equation relative to the
center ofmass is

(8.62)

Therefore, the work II/,c done by all forces acting on a system of particles in
motion relative to the center of mass is equal to the change in the total kinetic
energy ofthe system relative to the center ofmass.

To conclude, the total work done by allforces acting on a system ofparticles
is equal to the total ofthe work done by externalforces acting at the center of mass
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and the work done by all forces in the motion relative to the center ofmass:
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(8.63)

Of course, q>* in (8.57) is not the total mechanical power expended; rather,
the total power q> = dPf//dt = d K[dt is easily seen to be q> = q>* + q;.c , in
which q;.c = d Pf/rc /dt = dKrc/dt.

Exercise 8.5. (a) Derive (8.56) as a formal first integral of (8.5). (b) Introduce
the equation of motion for the kth particle in the inertial frame ip, observe from
Fig. 8.6 that Xk = x* + Pb and thus confirm (8.62). D

Equations (8.56) and (8.62) are two independent work-energy equations for
a system of particles ; the first is related to the motion of the center of mass and
is influenced by external forces only, wherea s the second is related to the motion
of the system relative to the center of mass and is influenced by both external
and internal forces . The decomposition (8.63) of the total work (8.60) into these
independent parts parallels the decomposition (8.53) of the total kinetic energy
into corresponding independent parts; and, of course, the decomposition of the
total mechanical power is similar.

A rigid system of particles is an important special case for which the dis
tances between all pairs of particles are constant. Moreover, for a rigid system
of particles, Vk = v*+w X Pk; and hence for mutual internal forces for which
bij = -b j i , use of (8.1) and (8.31), which holds for any point 0 and hencefor C,
yield

i: {bk · dx, = 11 (t bk . v* + w· t Pk X bk) dt = O. (8.64)
k=1 Jltk 10 k=] k=]

Therefore, mutual internal forces do no total work in any motion of a rigid system.
Consequently, for a rigid system ofparticles only the external forces contribute to
the total work done. Now, with (8.59), (8.60) may be written as

(8.65)

Hence, the total work done by external force s acting on a rigid system ofparticles
is equal to the change in the total kinetic energy ofthe system. Moreover, it follows
from (8.62) that

(8.66)

That is, the work done by external force s acting on a rigid system ofparticles in
motion relative to the center of mass is equal to the change in the total kinetic
energy of the system relative to the center of mass. Plainly, for a rigid system of



322 Chapter 8

Figure 8.7. Forces actingon a rigid system of threeparticles.

particles , the total work done by external forces and the total kinetic energy in
(8.65) may be decomposed in accordance with (8.63) and (8.53), respectively; and
the total mechanical power expended , the rate of working of the external forces
only, may be similarly decomposed.

Exercise 8.6. Show that (8.66) follows from (8.62). D

Example 8.6. A pipeline valve handle consists of three equally spaced handle
grips of equal mass m attached to the valve body of mass M by thin rigid torque
bars of equal length eand negligible mass. The handle, initially at rest, is turned
by forces f( and f2 of equal constant magnitude F applied at two grips in the plane
of, and perpendicular to the torque bars, as shown in Fig. 8.7. The handle turns
freely without friction. (a) Apply the work-energy principle to find as a function
of time the angular speed w(t) of the handle. (b) Derive the same result by use of
the moment of momentum principle.

Solution of (a). We model the handle as a rigid system of three particles
of equal mass m attached by massless rigid rods to the valve body, which is a
particle of mass M at C, the center of mass of the system. Since the handle turns
freely without friction at C, the reaction force of the valve body is equipollent to
a single force R at C that does no work in the motion; and, of course, the normal
gravitational force also is workless. The work done by the remaining applied
external forces , relative to the center of mass, is determined by the first equation
in (8.66), and hence, with reference to Fig. 8.7,

fl/rc = 1f( . dp, +1f2 · dP2 = r Fe2' U¢e2 + r Fn2 ' ed¢n2 .
6', 6'2 Jo Jo
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Hence,

1I/rc = 2Fe¢.

323

(8.67a)

(8.67b)

Notice that since C is fixed in <1> , 11/* = 0 in (8.55); hence, by (8.63), 11/ = 1I/rc
also is the total work done on the rigid system.

Since each of the three handle particles has the same speed !PII = f¢ relative
to C, and because the system is at rest initially, the change in kinetic energy (8.52)
relative to the center of mass is

3 2 ' 2
!:::.Krc = "2 mf ¢ .

Use of (8.67a) and (8.67b) in the work--energy equation (8.66) thus yields

. J4F¢w(¢) = ¢ = - .
3mf

(8.67c)

To determine wet) as a function of time, we integrate this equation with
¢(O) = 0 initially to obtain the angular placement

¢(t) = at2
, with

F
a=-

- 3mf '
(8.67d)

Now (8.67c) yields the desired result:

wet) = 'Iat . (8.67e)

Solution of (b). The same result may be obtained from the principle of
moment of momentum relative to the center of mass in (8.45) . First, we note that the
applied torque about C is Mc = PI X f 1 + P2 X f2 = 2F fk . The moment about C
of the momenta relative to C is hrc = PI x mlPI + P2 X m2P2 + P3 x m3P3 =
3mf2¢k, and db rc [dt = 3mf 2¢ k. Hence, (8.45) yields 2Ffk = 3mf 2¢ k; that
is,

.. 2F
¢ = 3mf = 2a. (8.67f)

Integration with respect to time, with ¢(O) = 0 initially, returns (8.67e) . D

Exercise 8.7. Determine the valve body reaction force R in the plane frame
{PI ; ed · What is its magnitude? D

8.9. The Principle of Conservation of Energy

Suppose that for a system of particles the total external force (8.4) is conser
vative with potential energy V* = V*(x*) depending only on the position x* of
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the center of mass. Then the total external force is given by

F({3, t) = -V'V*,

Chapter-S

(8.68)

where V' - a/ax*, and hence (8.55) may be integrated to yield fI/* = -D. V* . It
then follows from (8.56) that

K* + V* = E*, a constant. (8.69)

But this is a very weak and superficial principle of conservation of energy. In
the first place, it applies only to a conservative total external force expressed as
a function of x", and it is unlikely that (8.4) will admit such a representation.
Moreover, E* is only the total energy of the center of mass, not the total energy of
the system. Internal forces are not involved, and (8.69) suggests that the total energy
of the center of mass may be conserved even in the presence of dissipative or other
nonconservative internal forces . Of course , both workless external and internal
forces also might be present. So, we discard (8.69) and seek a more substantial
and meaningful principle of conservation of energy. Ifboth the external and internal
forces that act on every particle of a system are conservative, the system is called
conservative; otherwise, it is called nonconservative. With this in mind, a useful
general energy principle for a system of particles is developed .

8.9.1. External Potential Energy

Let <Pk(Xk) be the external potential energy of the particle Pk due to the
conservative external force fk . This potential function depends only on the position
Xk of the particle Pk on which the force acts ;

k = 1,2, .. . , n , (8.70)

wherein V'k == a/ aXk. Thus , the total work done by a conservative system of
external forces acting on all n particles of the system is

wherein each integrand is an exact differential d<pk(xd, and by definition,

n

<1>({3) == L <Pk(Xk) ,
k=l

(8.71)

(8.72)

is the total external potential energy of the system. The function <1>({3) ==
<1> (X 1, X2, • • • , xn ) depends on the positions of all particles of the system on
which external forces act along diverse particle paths having end points XOk
and Xb the time interval [to, t] being the same for all paths. Also, in (8.71),
D.<1>({3) == L~=l <Pk(Xk) - <Pk(XOk) = L~=l D.<Pk ·
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8.9.2. Internal Potential Energy
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Let (3 jk = 1/f(x j , Xk) denote the internal potential energy of a particle P, due
to a conservative mutual internal force b jk exerted on P, by Pi , Thi s function
depends on the positions of both particles as emphasized by the subscripts, and
1/f(xi> Xk) generally may be a different function for each pair of particles. In general,
then , for a fixed k, the conservative internal force on Pj is given by

b jk = -V j {3 jk. (8.73)

where for each position xi - in Carte sian coordinates,

3

», == a/aXj = I:)p a/ax~ . (8.74)
p=]

It was proved in Section 5.18 .3, page 81, that the mutual internal force b jk
between any pair of discrete material points Pj and Pi, which depends only on
their distinct positions x j and Xk, has a magnitude that depend s only on the distance
r = [r jk Ibetween them and is directed along their common straight line.Therefore,
for a conservative internal force , the mutual internal potential energy 1/f (Xj , Xk) for
an arbitrary pair of interacting particles must be a function of only the magnitude of
the vector r jk == Xj - Xk joining the two particles, namely, 1/f (Xj , xd = 1/f (lr jkl).
Bearing in mind that the function 1/f (lr jkl) generally may be a different function
for each pair of particle s, we have!

(8.75)

Conversely, the reader will find that when the internal potential energy (8.75)
of a pair of particles Pj and Pk is a function only of the distance [r jk I between
them, the mutual force b jk must be parallel to r jk. hence directed along their
mutual line . Therefore, the internal potential energy for each pair of particles is
a fun ction of only the distance between the particles if and only if their mutual
internal force is directed along their common line. This kind of mutual action
occurs in most interactions in nature, but not all. The general validity of this rule
fails for molecular, atomic , electron, proton , or other elementary particle force
interactions for which the internal potential energy does not depend on r alone .

Exe rcise 8.8. Show that V (x . x) = 2x, and hence demonstrate that
V(~) is a unit vector parallel to x. Apply this rule to prove the converse
result stated above and confirm (8.77) and (8.78) below. Recall that V == a/ax =

L~=I ipa/axp. 0

It is evident that two particle s Pj and Pk share the same internal potential
energy, because the internal potential energy function is symmetric with respect

! An alternative but weaker proof of (8.75) that does not appeal to frame indifference is given in
Appendix C.
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(8.79)

to an interchange of the particles, namely, y,(irjkl) = Y,(lrkjl), and hence

f3 jk = f3kj . (8.76)

By (8.73), bjk = -(af3jk!ar)(xj - xk)/r, where r = Irjkl; and with (8.76) it fol
lows that

af3jk af3kj
b'k =-- = - = -bk · (8.77)

J aXj aXk J'

which is a statement of the third law in (8.3). It is also useful to observe that

af3 jk af3jk
- - (8.78)
aXj arjk

The total internal potential energy B(f3) ofthe system is defined by

Inn

B(f3) = 2LL f3jk(lrjkl),
j=l k=l

Uk

in which B(f3) == B(lr12l, Ir13I,·· · , Irlnl, !r231, .. . , Ir2nl, Ir341, . . . , Ir(n-l)nl) is a
function of the mutual distances between all pairs of particles , and the factor 1/2 re
flects the symmetry in (8.76). Consider, for example , a system of two particles .With
(8.76), (8.79) yields the total internal potential energy B(f3) = ~(f312 + f32d =
f312 ~ f321 . And for a system of three particles , B(f3) = f312 + f313 + f323, each
term of which is a function of the distance between the corresponding particles
so that, for example, f312 = f312ClrI21). Therefore, (8.79) is the total of all of the
internal potential energy functions.

We wish to relate the total internal potential energy to the work done by all of
the conservative internal forces. By (8.1) and (8.73), the total conservative internal
force due to the other n - 1 particles acting on P, is

n n

b j = L b jk = - L V"j,Bjk(lrjkl) . (8.80)
k=l k=l
k,pj k#j

Hence, with the aid of (8.77), the total work done by the conservative internal
forces is determined by

n 1t n n 1t
1 n n 1tL b j . dx, =LL b jk· dx, = -2 LL V"jf3jk' drjk . (8.81)

j=l to j=l k=l to j=l k=l to
j# j#

To see this more clearly, it is best to write out several integrand terms of the
sums in (8.81), and observe (8.1) and (8.77) to obtain

b l • ds, + b2 . dX2 + ... = (b 12 + b 13 + .. .) . dXI + (b2l + b23+ .. .) . dX2 + ...
= b 12 • dtx, - X2) + b l3 . d(XI - X3)

+b23 . d(X2 - X3) + ...
= b 12 . dr12 + b 13 . dr13 + b23 . dr23 + . .. ,
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in which r jk = Xj - Xk . Introducing the internal potential energy from (8.73), we
have

n

Lb j -dx, =bl -ds, +b2 ·dx2+ .. '
j = 1

= - V dh2 . drl2 - V US13 . dr13 - V 2fJ23 . dr23 - . . . .

Bearing in mind (8.77), it is seen that this is equivalent to the last sum in
(8.81); indeed, consider, for example, the two terms -!V IfJl2 . drl2 - !V 2fJ21.
dr21 = - V IfJl2 . drl2. By (8.78), however, CJfJnlCJXl = CJfJl2/CJrI2, CJfJ23/CJX2 =
CJfJ23/CJr23, and so on. Since each fJj k = fJjk(lrjkl) is a function of a single vari
able rjb each term in the last sum above is an exact differential of the form
'llfJl2 . drl2 = CJfJ1 2/CJrl2 . drl2 = dfJl2 , and so forth; therefore ,

n

L bj . dx, = -dfJl2 - dfJ13 - dfJ23 - . . . = -d(fJl2 + fJl 3 + fJ23 + .. .).
j=l

The term in parentheses, however, is just the total of all of the internal potential
energy functions given by (8.79). We thus obtain

n it it(1 n n ) itL bj -dx , = - d - LLfJjk(lrjkl) = - dB(fJ)· (8.82)
j=1 to to 2 j = l k=1 to

k"lj

In sum, the total work done by conservative internalforces is equal to the decrease
in the total internal potential energy of the system:

n 1tL bk . dXk = - t::,.B(fJ) ·
k= l to

(8.83)

The dummy summation index in (8.82) is here replaced by k for convenience
below.

8.9.3. Total Energy of the System

Let V(fJ) = V(Xl , X2, . . . , xn ) denote the total potential energy ofthe system
defined by

v(fJ) == <t>(fJ) + B(fJ). (8.84)

Then, with the aid of (8.71) and (8.83) in (8.59), the total work done by all con
servative external and internal forces is given by

'W = -~<t>(fJ) - ~B(fJ) = -~V(fJ). (8.85)

Hence, the total work done on a conservative system ofparticles is equal to the
decrease in the total potential energy ofthe system.

Now, the work energy equation (8.60) holds for all kinds of force fields Fb

conservative or not. Therefore, with (8.85), we have our final result.
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The principle of conservation of energy for a system of particles: If the
external and internal forces that act on a system ofparticles are conservative, or
otherwise do no work in a given motion of the system, the sum ofthe total kinetic
energy and the total potential energy ofthe system ofparticles, or briefly the total
energy of the system, is constant:

K + V = E, a constant. (8.86)

(8.87)

(8.89)

If the system is rigid, the particles are constrained in their relative positions;
so, the internal forces are workless, as shown in (8.64). Therefore, the total potential
energy for a rigid system ofparticles is equal to the total external potential energy
ofthe system: V(f3) = <1>(f3).

Finally, let us confirm that the conservative forces derive from their corre
sponding potential energy functions . We can show that the total force Fk acting on
the kth particle may be deduced from (8.84) in accordance with

Fk = -VkVex!, X2, ... , Xn ) = -Vk<1> - VkB.

From (8.72) and (8.70), we have

V k<1> = Vk(tPl(X!) + ...+ tPk(xd+ ...+ tPn(xn»= VktPk(Xk) = -fk.

(8.88)

Similarly, recalling (8.76), we find with (8.79) and (8.80)

n

v,» =L v.s, = -» .
j=1
k#j

Hence, (8.87) becomes Fk = fk + bk.. the total force acting on Pi , Furthermore,
because the total internal force vanishes, ~k=1 V kB = - ~k=1 bk = 0; and hence,
from (8.87) and in agreement with (8.4), the total force

n n n n

F(f3, t) =L Fk = - L V k V(f3) = - L V k<1> =L fk.
k=! k=1 k=1 k=1

(8.90)

Finally, it follows from (8.87) and Newton 's law for a particle that the separate
equations ofmotion ofthe particles ofa conservative system may be expressed in
terms of the total potential energy function (8.84) for the system :

k = 1,2, .. . , n. (8.91)

8.9.4. The General Energy Principle for a System of Particles

Let FNk = fNk + bNk denote the total of the nonconservative external and
internal forces acting on the kth particle of a system . Then the total work done by
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all nonconservative forces is defined by
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(8.92)

Hence , the total work done by all conservative and noncon servative forces is given
by l f/ = - 1::1 VCB ) + 7f/N, with total potential energy (8.84). Now the general
work--energy principle (8.60) may be written in the following alternative form.

Ge neral energy principle for a system of particles: The change in the total
energy $ == K + V ofa system ofparticles is equal to the total work done by the
nonconservative forces that act on the system:

(8.93)

Consequently, the total energy is conserved when and only when the nonconser
vative forces do no total work in the motion , or they are absent.

For a nonconservative system, the total force on the kth particle may be written
as Fk = - V k VC,B) + F Nb in terms of its total conservative and total nonconser
vative parts. Therefore, the separate equations of motion of the particles of a
nonconservative system may be derived from

k =I ,2, .. . , n. (8.94)

Mutual nonconservative internal forces between a pair of particles must be equal
but oppositely directed forces.

The following example illustrate s some of the fine points and concepts en
countered above. Afterwards, however, it will not be necessary to trace detail s of
the foregoing construction leading to the general energy principle.

Example 8.7. A system shown in Fig. 8.8a consists of two blocks of mass
m I and mz connected by a spring S2of stiffness ka. while m I is fastened to a rigid
wall by a spring SI of stiffness k-, The system is displaced arbitrarily along its axis
from its natura l state and released to perform oscillations on a smooth horizon tal
surface. (i) Find the total energy of the system. (ii) Derive the differential equations
of motion for the system. (iii) With refere nce to the free body diagram of each
particle, derive each of the horizontal forces and their totals from their potential
functions.

Solution of (i). We model the physical system in Fig. 8.8a as a system of
two particles (center of mass object s) with mass ml and ma. respectively. Their
separate free body diagrams are shown in Fig. 8.8b. To find the total energy of the
system f3 = {m] , m2}, we first note that the weights WI and W2, and the norma l,
smooth surface reaction forces NI and N2 are external forces that do no work in the
motion , and the elastic spring forces are conservative. As usual , the infinitesimal
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Figure 8.8. A spring-mass system modeled as a system of particles.

internal, mutual gravitational force between the particles is ignored. The system
f3 = {mj, m2}, therefore, is conservative.

Let X l and X2 denote the respective displacements of ml and m 2 from the
natural state of the springs Sl and S2in Fig . 8.8a. There are no constraints relating
these variables, so the system has two degrees of freedom. The spring Sj exerts
an external force on m I with external potenti al energy cPI; but no relevant external
forces act on m-, so cP2 = O. The total external potential energy (8.72) is thus given
by

(8.95a)
I 2

<I> = cPI = "2kIXl '

The mutual internal force on mj and m2 is due to the spring S2. These forces,
shown in Fig. 8.8b, are equal but oppositely directed, so the total internal force is
zero; but the total internal potential energy is not. The internal potential energy
arising from the elastic force exerted on m I by m : is f312 = !k2(X2 - Xl)2, and the
internal potential energy arising from the equal but oppositely directed elastic force
exerted on ma by m I is f32j = !k2(X2 - Xj)2 . Clearly, the mutual internal potential
energy f31 2 = f321 is a symmetric function of the change in distance, hence , also
the current distance between the particles, as indicated in (8.75) and (8.76). The
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total internal potential energy (8.79) is thus determined by B = 1(t~12 + f321), that
is,

I 2
B = f31 2 = 2k2(X2 - Xl ) . (8.95b)

Consequently, the total internal potential energy of the system in Fig. 8.8a is
simply the elastic potential energy due to the spring S2. Therefore, with (8.95a)
and (8.95b), the total potential energy (8.84) of the system is

I 2 I 2
V(fi) = <1> + B = 2k,x, + 2k2(X2 - xd . (8.95c)

It is evident that the total potential energy function V(f3) may be written down
immediately by inspection of the system in Fig. 8.8a. In fact, this is the usual
procedure to follow.

The total kinetic energy (8.50) of the system in Fig. 8.8a is

I . 2 I .2
K(f3, t) = 2ml XI +2m2X2 . (8.95d)

The total energy of the conservative system f3 = {m I , m2}now follows from (8.86):

1 .2 1 ·2 1 2 1 2
K + V = 2ml x, + 2m2x2 + 2k,xl + 2k2(X2 - xd = E , a constant.

(8.95e)

Solution of (ii). Application of the law of motion to each particle shown
separately in the free body diagrams of Fig. 8.8b yields the following equat ions of
motion for the system :

(8.95f)

Notice that the sum of these equations is ml xI + m2x2 = -klxl , or m(f3)x ' =
F(f3), which is the equation of motion (8.5) of the system with total external force
F(f3) = -k,x,. This system equation is not useful. The motions XI and X2 of the
particles are coupled, but independent-the motion of one particle influences but
does not determine the motion of the other. As a consequence, these equations
cannot be separately integrated. The solution of coupled equations of this kind is
considered in Chapter 11.

Solution of (iii). We next determine the horizontal forces and their totals
from their potential functions. The total external force acting on each particle is
determined by use of (8.95a) in (8.70):

f, = -V'</>I = - d</>l i = -klx,i, f2 = -V2</>2 = - d</>2 i = O. (8.95g)
dX, dX2

Hence , the total external force on the system, by (8.4), is F(f3, t) = fl + f2 =
-k IX I i, noted earlier. All other forces that act must be the equal, oppositely directed
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external and internal contributions. Specifically, the equal and oppositely directed
external forces are N I = -WI, N2 = -W2 ; these have no influence on the motion.
The total internal force acting on each particle is obtained by use of (8.95b) in
(8.80):

of312 • •
bl = -V 1f312 = ---I = k2(X2 - XI)I ,

OXI

of321. •
b2 = - V 2f321 = - -I = -k2(X2 - Xdl. (8.95h)

OX2

Of course, the total internal force acting on the system is b l + b2 = O. From (8.95g)
and (8.95h), the total force F, = fk + b, acting on each particle separately is

(8.95i)

These are the totals of the forces on the right-hand side of the equations in (8.95f)
and shown in the free body diagrams of Fig. 8.8b.

Finally, we apply equations (8.87), (8.89) , and (8.90). Using (8.95c) in the
first relation of (8.87), we have

F2 = -V2V= -k2(X2 -xI)i,

(8.95j)

in agreement with (8.95i). It is seen immediately that use of these relations in
(8.91) returns the separate equations on motion (8.95f) . With (8.95b) in (8.89), we
find

in accord with (8.95h). And, finally, substitution of (8.95j) into (8.90) yields

F(f3, t) = -VI V - V 2V = -k1xli, (8.951)

the total external force on the system . 0

This example illustrates the notation and several concepts introduced earlier
in the development of the basic energy principles. Fortunately, in applications of
the energy principles, it is not necessary to retrace these fine points . Consider the
system in Fig. 8.8a and suppose, for example, that an additional mass m3 is at
tached to the mass m: by a linear spring 53 with stiffness k3• We then have a new
system of three collinear particles, and this new element introduces an additional
internal potential energy function, which by inspection is given immediately by
f323 = f332 = 4k3(X3 - X2)2 . This extra internal energy contribution is then added
to (8.95c) to obtain the total potential energy for the system, and the total kinetic
energy is increased by 4m3xj. Alternatively, suppose that the same spring is at
tached to mz at one end and to a rigid wall at the other. We now have a new system
of two collinear particles with three spring elements. The new element, by inspec 
tion, introduces an additional external potential energy cP3 = 4k3Xi in contribution
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Figure 8.9. Gravity induced free vibrations of a system of two particles .

to (8.95c) for the total potential energy of our new system, and the total kinetic
energy is given by (8.95d) . Let the reader consider the force s that act on the free
bodies involved in these additional models and write down the separate equations
of motion for the particles of the respective systems. Try to derive the additional
forces from their potential energy functions. Now let us tum to another example
and apply the theory directly .

Example 8.8. Two small blocks of weight WI and W2 are connected by a
perfectly flexible and inextensible cable of negligible mass, as shown in Fig. 8.9.
The weight WI rests on a smooth horizontal surface and is attached to a linear
spring of stiffness k fastened to a rigid wall. The cable is free to slide over a smooth
pulley at P and suspends the weight W2 . The system is at rest initially when W2 is
displaced vertically and released. (i) Find the total energy of the system. (ii) Derive
the equation of motion and determine the frequency of the vibration. (iii) Describe
alternative formulations of these issues .

Solution of (i). The physical system is modeled as a system of two particles
of masses m I and m2 for each of which the free body diagram is shown in Fig. 8.9a.
The weight WI and the normal, smooth surface reactions at WI and at P do no
work in the motion . The cable has negligible mass, so its motion around the smooth
pulley may be ignored , and hence the oppositely directed, internal cable tensions
T I and T2 have equal magnitude T, say. The cable is inexten sible and perfectly
flexible, so the total internal potential energy of the system is zero: B = 0, and WI
and W2 share the same displacement so that x = Y.In the equilibrium state, Xo = Yo
is the static displacement of WI and W2 so that kxo = m2g. The relevant external
forces W2 and the elastic spring force are conservative. The system , therefore, is
conservative with total potential energy (8.84) equal to the total external potential
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(8.96e)

energy 4>(13) = ¢l + ¢2 from (8.72), namely,

I
V(f3) = "2k(x + xO)2 - m2g(y + Yo), (8.96a)

obtained directly by inspection of the system diagram . The total kinetic energy of
the system, with the inextensibility constraint x = y in mind, is

1 1 1
K(f3, t) = K I + K2 = "2mlx2 + "2m2l = "2m(f3)x2, (8.96b)

wherein m(f3) == ml + m- , Hence , the principle of conservation of energy gives
the constant total energy of the system :

1 1
E = K + V = "2m(f3)x2+ "2k(x + xO)2 - m2g(x + xo). (8.96c)

Solution of (ii). Because the system has only one degree of freedom, the
equation of motion may be found by differentiation of (8.96c) with respect to the
path variable x (or the time t) to obtain

.. k m2g - kxo
x + m(f3)x = m(f3) (8.96d)

The system is in its static equilibrium state at x = °where m-g - kx« = 0, and
hence the equation of motion for the system is

~p-
- ml +m2 '

in which p is the circular frequency .

Solution of (iii). Other methods will lead to the same results. Because the
spring is linear, one alternative approach is to consider the motion from the static
equilibrium position directly . The kinetic energy is unchanged in (8.96b), while
the total potential energy may be written as

1 2
V(f3) = ix . (8.96f)

This procedure, however, cannot be used when the spring is nonlinear, whereas
the earlier method leading to (8.96a) can. The principle of conservation of energy
(8.86) yields

1 1
"2m(f3)x2 + "2kx2 = E . (8.96g)

Differentiation of this equation with respect to x (or t) returns (8.96e) .
Another approach starts with the separate equations of motion for each par

ticle. With reference to the free body diagrams in Fig. 8.9a, we find easily

WI = N . (8.96h)
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Eliminating T and introducing the inextensibility constraint y = x and the equi
librium condition m-ig = kxo, we recover (8.96e). The equations of motion also
may be formulated relative to the static state : mi x = T - kx , m2Y = -T, which
again lead to (8.96e).

8.10. An Application of the General Energy Principle

Suppose the cable in the previous example has elasticity characterized by a
force-elongation equation S = k20+ k303, in which k2 and k3 are constants and
ois the cable elongation measured from its natural unstretched state . To model
this case, the vertical portion of the cable in Fig. 8.9 is replaced with a nonlinear
spring characterized by S, the remaining part of the cable being inextensible and
perfectly flexible . Of course, now x i= y . In view of the nonlinear character of the
cable spring, it is best to measure the respective particle displacements X == x + Xo
and Y == Y + Yo from the natural state of the springs, then the cable elongation 0 =
Y - X. We wish to derive the energy equation of the system for 0 ::: O. Afterwards,
the equations of motion for the linear system with k3 = 0 are described.

The total external potential energy is unchanged : <P(fJ) = !kX2 - m-g Y, and

the total kinetic energy of the system is K = !m IX2 + !m2 Y2. However, the total
energy must include the internal elastic energy of the cable . We anticipate that the
cable restoring force Fs = -Sj is conservative; but in the absence of its potential
energy function, we may use the general energy principle (8.93) in which, with
FN = Fs and dx = doj,

1//N = rF N • dx = rv-x-(k20 + k303 )do = - ~k2 (Y - X)2 - ~k3(Y _ X)4.
lit 10 2 4

(8.97a)

Since the work done by the nonlinear spring force is path independent, this confirms
that Fs is indeed conservative, and the negative of (8.97a) is the internal potential
energy function of the nonlinear spring: B(f3) = !k2(Y - X)2 + tk3(Y - X)4.
With reference to the aforementioned modified model for which the system initially
is at rest in its natural state, the general energy principle (8.93) yields

1 ° 2 1 °2 1 2 1 2 I 4
"2 m,X + "2m2Y + "2 k X + "2k2 (Y - X) + 4k3(Y - X) - m2gY = O.

(8.97b)

Becau se the system is conservative with total potential energy

1 2 I 2 1 4
V(f3) = "2 k X + "2k2 (Y - X) + 4k3(Y - X) - m2gY, (8.97c)

the separate equations of motion of m I and m2 may be easily derived from (8.91).
The reader will then find the static equilibrium relation kxo = m-ig = k200 + k306'



336 Chapter 8

Ty pical Conf iguration of

mo fo r y E [0. Q)

Conf igurat ion at th e

Instant When y = I!
Configurat ion at the
Max imum Heigh t h

Figure 8.10. Application of the impulse- momentum and energy principles.

where 80 = Yo - xo; but this offers no simplification of the equations by a
coordinate shift to the static state. Now set k3 = 0, recall that X == x + xo,
y == Y + Yo , and show that relative to the equilibrium state , the motion of the
system is governed by the following coupled linear system of equations:

(8.97d)

8.11. An Application of the Energy and
Impulse-Momentum Principles

Two blocks of masses rno and rnl shown in Fig. 8.10 are connected by a flex
ible, inextensible string of length eand negligible mass. The mass rno is projected
vertically upward from the horizontal surface S with initial velocity vo. Apply
the conservation of energy and instantaneous impulse-momentum principles to
determine the maximum height attained by rno when its initial speed Vo > ,J2ge.

Only the conservative gravitational force acts on rno prior to the impending
impulse at y = e, while m 1 remains at ease at y = O. Let VI denote the speed of
rno at the instant just prior to the impulsive string reaction at y = e(see Fig. 8.10);
then the energy principle (8.86) gives

v~ = v5 - 2ge, (8.98a)

where Vo is the initial speed of rno at y = 0, the zero datum for the gravitational
potential energy Vg = meg»,

Henceforward, we suppose that VI i= 0, i.e. Vo > ,J2g£, and that the mass
less inextensible string does not break. The fully extended string at y = e ex
periences an instantaneous internal impulse, so the instantaneous impulse of the
total external force g-*(f3) = 0, finite forces contributing nothing. Therefore, by
(8.17), Ap" = 0, i.e. the momentum of the system is constant during the impulsive
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(8.98c)

(8.98b)

instant: mov\i = (mo +ml)v2i. The impulse-momentum principle, with (8.98a),
thus yields

mo mo ; 2V2 = VI = Vo - 2gf..
mo+m. mo+ml

Now, after the impulsive instant , only the external conservative gravitational
force acts on the system; therefore, the total energy of the system is conserved.
Initially, at y = f., E = 4(mo+ m I )vi + mogf., and at the maximum height h
where the system comes to rest, as shown in Fig. 8.10, E = m-gh +m I g(h - f.).
Therefore, the principle of conservation of energy yields h = f. + vi;2g. Finally,
use of (8.98b) leads to

[ (
m )2] ( m )2 v

2
h- f. 1- 0 + 0 --.Q.

- mo+ m I mo + m I 2g'

for the greatest height attained by mo, for VI =I 0, i.e. Vo > .j2gf.; otherwise,
h= L

8.12. Motion of a Chain on a Smooth Curve by the Energy Method

Let us consider the motion of a simple "deformable" body, a perfectly flexible
and inextensible uniform chain, modeled as a contiguous system of particles. The
chain has length 21 and mass p per unit length , and slides under gravity along a
smooth, plane curved track ti' in the vertical plane, as shown in Fig. 8.11. The
energy principle is applied to find the speed of the chain along the track . Then its
motion along a cycloid is described .

Let s denote the arc length coordinate along (jf of the midpoint A of the chain
from the origin O. Since ti' is smooth, only the gravitational force does work on
the chain . The potential energy of the element of mass dm = pdo at the position
y(a ) in Fig. 8.11 is dV = gy(a)dm = pgy(a)da, wherein a is the variable arc

Figure 8.11. Motion of a chain on a smooth plane curve.
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(8.99a)

length parameter along the chain from O. Thus, the total potential energy of the
contiguous system of chain elements is

r +£
Yes) = pg }s- t y(a)da.

The chain is inextensible, so all particle s move with the same speed s along fl;

hence, the total kinetic energy of the chain is

With (8.99a) and (8.99b), the energy principle (8.86) gives

[

s+t
p£S2 + pg y(a )da = E.

s-t

(8.99b)

(8.99c)

(8.9ge)

The constant E is determined from the assigned initial speed and position of A.
The speed of the chain at any position s is thus determined by (8.99c) when the
equation of the smooth track is specified .

The system's only degree of freedom is described by s. Hence , the equation
of motion of the uniform chain on an arbitrary smooth curve in the vertical plane
is obtained by differentiation of (8.99c) with respect to s. (See Problem 6.28,
equation (P6.28c).) We thus find

S + :/y(a)l s+£ - y(a )I.,-t) = O. (8.99d)

Now, suppose the track fl is a cycloid defined by the parametric equations
(7.94a), so that y = 2a sin2(B/ 2), and recall thaty = f3 /2 in (7.94d). Then, in
terms of the arc length coordinate a of an arbitrary particle of the chain, we have

a 2

yea ) = 2a sin2(f3/2) = - .
8a

Hence, (8.99d) yields the equation of motion of a uniform chain on a smooth
cycloid :

s+ .!-S = O. (8.99f)
4a

Comparison of (8.99f) with (7.94e) reveals that the flexible, inextensible chain,
regardless of its length and its mass, has the same motion as that of a single
particle at its midpoint sliding under gravity along a smooth cycloid . The chain
will perform simple harmonic oscillations with circular frequency p = (g/4a)1/2
independent of the extent of its displacement from O. Consequently, the motion
of the chain is governed by the motion of its midpoint, which from any initial
position along the cycloid will reach the lowest point in the same quarter period
time t* = r /4 =:rr Ja /g.
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Consider the internal impulsive interaction of two bodies modeled as particles .
We shall assume that all other forces remain finite during the impulsive instant and
thus contribute nothing to the impulse. Then the total momentum of the center of
mass, and hence of the system, is constant during the impulsive interval: Ap" = O.
Given their velocities Vk or momenta Pk immediately prior to the impulse, the
problem of interest is to find the unknown velocities v~ or momenta P~ of each
particle immediately after the impulse, altogether six unknowns. With this objective
in mind, let n denote the direction of the instantaneous, mutual internal impulse,
and let i" denote two suitably chosen orthogonal directions in the plane normal to
n. Then the momentum of the system in the direction of the impulse is conserved:
Ap" . n = (p'* - p*). n = 0; that is,

(8.100)

and in the absence of all other forces during the impulsive instant , the compo
nents of the momentum of each particle and of the center of mass in the plane
perpendicular to n must be conserved:

a = 1,2. (8.101)

The addition of these components yields (p; + p~) . i" = (PI + P2) . i" or p'* . i, =
p* . i", which together with (8.100) confirms that the momentum vector p* of the
center of mass is unchanged during an internal impulse , all other forces remain
ing finite. We now have a total of five equations for the six unknown momentum
or velocity components. An additional equation relating the two unknown com
ponents v~ . n to Vk • n is provided by the law of restitution introduced below.
First, let us briefly consider some well-known effects of impact between real
bodies.

When a ball strikes an essentially rigid wall, the ball actually becomes dis
torted during the impact, an effect that we have ignored for the sake of simplicity.
If the ball is a highly elastic rubber ball, it will quickly recover its shape as it
rebounds from the wall with almost no loss of energy. So this impact is perceived
as a perfectly elastic collision. On the other hand, when two bodies collide, they
generally suffer considerable distortion that is only partially recovered as the two
bodies either separate or become so entangled that subsequent to the impact they
continue in motion together. These are complex inelastic situations during which
some portion of the distortional energy is expended in permanent deformation
of the bodies , some is lost through heat and internal dissipation in creating their
permanent distortion, and some through generation of substantial acoustic energy.
Thus, during the impulsive instant the internal forces of deformation have done
considerable work, some of which is recovered, most of which is not, at the ex
pense of the total kinetic energy of the system. This loss of energy depends on the
nature of the impact situation.
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To model the impact of two colliding bodies, various kinds of impact situa
tions, all ideal, are identified. Let P denote the point of contact of two colliding
bodies. The line through the point P and perpendicular to the plane of contact
tangent to both bodies at P is called the line ofaction . When the centers of mass of
both bodies are situated on the line of action, the impact is called a central impact;
otherwise, it is called an eccentric impact. In addition, if the initial velocities at
the impulsive instant are parallel vectors, not necessarily collinear, the impact is
called a direct impact; otherwise, the impact is called oblique. There are two kinds
of direct impact. A direct impact for which the initial velocity vectors are directed
along the line of action is called collinear; otherwise, it is called noncollinear. As
a consequence, there are five general classes of impact: collinear and noncollinear
direct central impact, an oblique central impact, a direct eccentric impact, and an
oblique eccentric impact. Only the simplest models of direct central and oblique
impact are studied here. Of course, in an impact situation one of the bodies may
be at rest initially, and one may be so considerably more massive than the other
that it suffers virtually no change in its state of rest.

The rapid deformation process in a real impact is just too complicated to
describe in any analytical detail, and in any event this falls beyond the scope of our
studies here . So, to avoid our getting into an awkward discussion of deformation
of bodies and the time periods of their stress and recovery, we shall ignore all
rotational, distortional, thermal, and acoustic phenomena that may occur in a real
collision of bodies of finite size. For our purposes here, it is sufficient to suppose
that the colliding bodies may be modeled as center of mass objects-two particles,
pictured as small circular or spherical bodies, say, subject to an instantaneous inter
nal impulse arising from a direct or oblique central impact only. To account for the
energy lost in the impact , and to get around the impasse of complex deformation
analysis, an empirical rule is introduced to model the restitution of the impacting
bodies. With this in mind, let Vk and v~ denote the respective instantaneous veloci
ties of their centers of mass before and after the impact. Then V2 - v I and v; - Vii

are the respective instantaneous relative velocities of approach and separation of
their centers of mass before and after the impact. Let n be a unit vector along the
line of action perpendicular to the plane of contact between the bodies. We shall
assume that the impacting bodies are smooth, so that the impulsive force always is
directed along n. Now, to account for the energy loss in a direct or oblique central
impact of two smooth bodies, we adopt the following empirical rule attributed to
Newton . (See Cajori in the References.)

Lawof restitution: The normal component ofthe instantaneous relative ve
locity ofseparation ofthe centers ofmass oftwo bodies after impact is proportional
to the normal component oftheir instantaneous relative velocity ofapproach prior
to impact; namely,

(v; - v;). n = -e(V2 - v)) · n

in which the constant e E [0, 1] is called the coefficient of restitution.

(8.102)
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A perfectly elastic impact for which the normal component of the relative
velocity of separation is equal but oppositely directed to the normal component of
the relative velocity of approach is described by e = 1. In the case when one body is
fixed and the bodies are smooth, (8.101) and (8.102) show that the rebound velocity
of the particle is the opposite of its approach velocity, so no kinetic energy is lost.
A perfectly inelastic impact for which the relative velocity of separation vanishes
because the bodies do not separate, and hence their normal velocities after impact
are equal, is described by e = O. Otherwise, the value of e, which must be the same
for all observers, depends on the nature of the colliding bodies, i.e., their material,
shape , size, surface roughness, and so on-it is a physical constant determined by
experiment, a difficult task even for simple situations. More generally, however, it
turns out that e may also depend on the impact velocities of the bodies, in which
case the simple law of restitution (8.102) is no longer valid.

Consider a direct, collinear central impact (a head-on collision). Then the
instantaneous velocities are along the line ofaction, so that Vk . n = Vb V~ • n = v~ ,

and Vk • i, = v~ . i, = O. Hence , (8.10 1) is trivially satisfied, (8.100) becomes

(8.103)

and by the law of restitution (8.102) ,

(8.104)

In a perfectly inelastic head-on collision, e = 0 and hence the instantaneous ve
locities of the centers of mass following a direct, collinear central collision are the
same : v; = v;-i.e. the colliding bodies remain in contact following their impact.
Moreover, (8.103) shows that their velocities are equal to the instantaneous velocity
of the center of mass of the system: v; = v; = v* = (m) VI + m2v2)!(ml + m2).
In a perfectly elastic impact, e = 1 and (8.104) becomes v; - v; = -(V2 - vd;
consequently, the instantaneous relative rebound velocity after the impact is equal
but oppositely directed to the instantaneous relative velocity of approach.

More generally, solving (8.103) and (8.104) for the unknown instantaneous
speeds v~ in a direct, collinear central impact, we obtain

(8.105)

(8.106)

and

, ml m2-eml
v2 = (l + e) VI + V2 .

ml +m2 ml +m2

The direct, collinear central impact problem is now solved completely for all values
of the coefficient of restitution. In particular, if the bodies have the same mass
m I = m2 = m, and the collision is perfectly elastic with e = 1, we obtain v; = V2
and v; = VI, which shows that in a perfectly elastic, direct collinear central impact,
bodies having the same mass exchange their instantaneous impact velocities.
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Exercise 8.9. Let K and K' denote the instantaneous total kinetic energy
immediately before and after a direct collinear central impact of two center of
mass objects. Consider the motion of the system relative to the center of mass so
that (5.8) holds. Show that the respective kinetic energies relative to the center of
mass are related by

(8.107)

Because e2 .::: 1, K;c .::: Krc , equality holding if and only if the impact is
perfectly elastic with e = 1. In all other cases, kinetic energy is lost in the impact.
The instantaneous loss of kinetic energy is given by

K - K' = (l - e2)K
rc. (8.108)

There is no loss of kinetic energy when e = 1, and the greatest loss occurs when
e = O. The coefficient of restitution, therefore, is a measure of the loss of kinetic
energy. D
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Problems

8.1. Three part icles with mass ml = 5 kg, mi = 2 kg, m -; = 4 kg are initially located
in <t> = {F; id at XI = 2i + 3j + 3k m, X2 = i - 2k m, X3 = 2i + k m with initial velocities
VI = 2i + k m/sec, V2 = 3i - j m/sec, V3 = -2j m/sec. Determine for the initia l instant (a) the
locat ion and velocity of the center of mass, (b) the momentum of the system, and (c) the total
moment about F of the momenta of the system. (d) What is the total moment of momentum about
a fixed point 0 at Xo = 2i - j + 3k m in <t> ? (e) Suppose the point 0 has velocity Vo = 2i - 3j
m/sec. How does this affect the moment of momentum of the system about O?

8.2. The three particles described in the previous problem are acted upon by the respective
external forces F 1 = 30i - 6t j + 45k N, F 2 = 60ti - 15k N, F3 = O. (a) Find the acceleration
of the center of mass and determin e its position in <t> after 2 sec . (b) What is the moment about
F in <t> of the force s acting on the system at the initial instant?

8.3. A man of weight w is standing at the rear of a small boat of weight W. Initially, the
man is adrift at a distan ce d from the pier, as shown. A friend tosses him a rope that is just long
enough to reach the forward end of the boat, so the man moves forward a distance eto improve
his position . Howe ver, to their mutual surprise, the couple discovers that the rope does not reach
the boat. What minimum additional length of rope is needed to reach the man at the forward end
of the boat ? In particular, what additional length is required when W = w? Neglect drag and
current effects between the boat and the water .

Problem 8.3. d - --ool

8.4. A bullet of mass m is fired with muzzle speed VQ directed downward and inclined at an
angle () from a horizo nta l line perpendicular to the impac t face of a large wooden block of mass
M . The block is supported on smooth, rigid roller beari ngs at its base and by a series of recoil
springs at the face opposite to the impa ct face. (a) Find the instantaneou s impu lsive force exerted
on the bullet by the block. (b) What is the instantaneous impul sive reacti on of the bearings on
the block?
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8.5. Two automobiles of masses mA and mB collide at an intersection in an oblique, di
rect central impact. The approach speed of car A was vA directed at an angle () north of east
and that of car B was VB directed south. After the collision, the entangled cars skidded to
gether with unknown speed v directed at an angle tP north of east. (a) Determine the ratio
VB /VA of their collision speeds . (b) It was found that mA = 5mB/4 , () = 30°, and tP, though
inaccurately measured , was smaller than (). Which vehicle was traveling faster prior to the
impact?

8.6, A system offour particles of equal mass m are situated at the ends of orthogonal cross
shaped rigid bars forming four spokes of length I and negligible mass. The system initially is
rotating in the horizontal plane with constant angular velocity Wo = wok when a constant torque
M = Mk is suddenly applied . (a) Determine the new angular velocity of the system. (b) Suppose
that M is reversed at t = O. Determine the time required to bring the system to rest.

8.7. Two particles of equal mass m are symmetrically attached at a distance L/2 from the
center 0 of a rigid rod of negligible mass and length 2L. The rod is constrained by a bearing at
o to rotate in the horizontal plane frame 1ft = {O ; i , j} with a constant angular velocity w = wk.
The particles are released simultaneously and move outward to the ends of the rod. (a) How is
the angular speed of the system affected? (b) What will be the angular speed of the system if
one of the particles fails to release? Find the bearing reaction torque required to sustain the plane
motion.

8.8. A symmetrically balanced machine component consists of two particles of equal mass
m attached to a massless rigid rod of length I = 6ro that rotates in the vertical plane about its
central horizontal axle with constant counterclockwise angular velocity w. The particles are
released simultaneously at r = rofrom the center of the rod at 0, and a control mechanism then
moves each particle toward its extreme end of the rod with the same speed v(r) relative to the
rod. (a) Determine the angular velocity and the angular acceleration of the system when each
particle is at r = 2ro and v(2ro)= vo. (b) What is the angular speed when the particles reach
their extreme posit ions at 3ro?

8.9, Two particles Q and S of equal mass m are attached to the ends of a rigid rod of
negligible mass, and a third particle P of mass m is tied by an inextensible string to a point R of
the rod at distances a and b from Q and S, respectively, with a > b. The system is at rest on a
smooth horizontal surface when the particle P is projected in the horizontal plane with constant
velocity Vo away from and perpendicular to the rod at R. Find the velocity of P immediately
after the string becomes taut, and determine the angular speed of the rod. What are the results
for the special case when a = b?

8.10. Two particles of mass m I and m: are connected by a massless rigid rod of length I
initially situated on a smooth horizontal surface, along the I-axis of the plane frame <I> = {O ; I , J}
with ml at O. The system is given an initial angular velocity Wo = WOK about O. (a) Find as
functions of time the position x*(t) of the center of mass C in <I> and the placement ()(t) of the
rod. (b) Find as functions of time the moment of momentum about C and about O.

8.11. Two particles of mass ml and m: are connected by a massless rigid rod of length
I initially situated along the i-axis of the vertical plane frame rp = {O ; i, j} with m, at O. The
system is given an initial angular velocity Wo = wok about O. (a) Determine the position x*(t)
of the center of mass C in rp and the inclination ()(t) of the rod at time t . (b) Find as functions of
time the moment of momentum about C and about O.

8.12. Three particles of mass m, 2m, and 3m are moving with constant velocities VI =
2vi + vj , V2 = vk, and V3 = vi + 2vk, respectively, in <I> = {O;ik } . Initially, the particles are
at XI = j+2k, X2 = 3i + k, and X3 = 2i + 3j in <1> . (a) Find the motion of the center of mass,
and determine its initial location in <1> . (b) Determine the momentum and the kinetic energy of
the system. What is the kinetic energy relative to the center of mass? (c) Find the initial values
of (i) the moment about 0 of the momentum of the center of mass, (ii) the moment about 0
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of the momentum of the system, and (iii) the moment of momentum relative to the center of
mass .

8.13. Two particles of equal mass m are connected by a rigid rod of length I and negligible
mass. initially at rest along the X-axis on a smooth horizontal surface in frame c1> = {O; i, j}. A
constant force F = Fj acts on the particle at the right-hand end . Find the motion of the center
of mass as a function of time; and find the angular speed of the rod as a function of its angular
placement 4>. Describe the motion of the rod.

8.14. A system of three particles of masses m, m, and 2m form the vertices of a massless
rigid, equilateral triangular frame of side e.The system , initially at rest in c1> = {G;I, J}, moves
in the horizontal plane under the action of follower forces F, and F2 having equal constant
magnitude F and directed always perpendicular to the sides of the triangle as shown in the
figure. Find the angular speed ¢(t) of the triangular frame .
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Problem 8.14.

8,15. A simple top consists of four particles of equal mass m spaced equally on a circular
hoop of radius r . The rigid spokes , the axle, and the hoop have negligible mass, and the ball
bearing at A and the ball-thrust bearing at B are frictionless. A cord of negligible mass is wound
around the hoop as shown, and a constant tangential force F is applied for 2 sec. (a) Find the
dynamic bearing reaction s as functions of I. (b) Determine the angular velocity W(I) of the system
about the axle . (c) Find the angular speed when the cord is free.

Problem 8.15.
k F

8.16. Two particles of mass m, and m2 are connected by an inextensible string of length I
and negligible mass. The string passes through a small hole 0 in a smooth horizontal table. The
mass m, moves on the table with cylindrical coordinates (r(I), 4>(1)), while m2 hangs vertically
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below O. (a) Show that the differential equations of motion for the system are given by

d(m,r
2rb ) = 0

dt '
(P8.l6)

(b) Find the tension in the string as a function of r alone. (c) Equations (P8.l6) show that a
steady-state solution is possible for which m2 is at rest while m, moves with a constant angular
speed <P = W on a circle of radius r = a, say. Find the steady-state values of a and to . (d) Show
that this dynamic equilibrium state is infinitesimally stable with respect to a small disturbance of
m, for which r = a + 71, where 71 and its derivatives are small quantities; in fact, establish that the
system will execute small amplitude oscillations of frequency f = (w/2:rr)[3m, [tm I +m2)] ' /2.

8.17. A wobble mechanism is modeled as a rigid system of two 16lb balls attached sym
metrically to the ends of a 4 ft rigid shaft welded at a 30° angle to a horizontal axle held in a roller
bearing at A and restrained by an axial thrust bearing at B. The shaft-axle assembly rotates , as
shown, with a constant angular speed W2 = 50 rad/sec relative to a large circular control gear
that has a constant angular speed WI = 10 rad/sec in a high elevation ground frame <t> = {F ; Ik }

where g = -32k It/sec" , At the instant of interest shown in the figure, the wobble shaft is in
the vertical yz-plane, Find the dynamic bearing reactions at A and B at the moment of interest.
Ignore the mass of the shaft-axle assembly .

z l

Sectional End View Problem 8.17.

8.18. A pendulum rod of length I and negligible mass is hinged at 0 to a block of mass m,
that slides freely on a smooth horizontal shaft parallel to the x-axis. The bob has mass m: and
oscillates freely without friction in the vertical plane, suspended below m, with the placement
B(t). (a) Derive the coupled equations of motion for the system . (b) Show that when the variables
x and B together with their time derivatives are small quantities whose products are negligible,
these equations reduce to two linear equations for x and B, the latter being the equation of motion
for a simple pendulum with period r = 27l'[m,l /g(m, + m2)]1/2. (c) For small , but otherwi se
arbitrary initial data find the motions x(t) and B(t) .

8.19. A pendulum shown in the figure consists of two bobs of equal mass m attached to
the ends of a rigid rod of negligible mass. The rod is hinged at 0 to a torsion spring of stiffness
k that supplies a restoring torque proportional to the angular placement B from the vertical
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axis. (a) Derive the differenti al equation for the finite amplitude motion e(t) of the system .
(b) Determine the angular motion e(t) for a small initial placement eo of rest from the vertical
position . (c) Discuss the infinitesimal stability of the equilibrium positions of the system.

Problem 8.19.

Spiral Spring

8.20. A block of mass M, subjected to a constant force P = Pi in the vertical plane at a
distance a below the center of mass of the system at C, moves over a rough horizontal surface
with coefficient of friction v. Two small spheres of equal mass m are attached symmetrically to
a rigid rod of length 2£ which is driven by a constant torque T = Tj . The system shown in the
figure is at rest initially when both P and T are applied simultaneously. The design geometry is
such that the system does not tip. (a) Find the velocity of the block when the system has moved
a distance d. (b) Determine the angular speed wand the angular acceleration IV of the rod after
n revolutions. (c) Evaluate the results for the case when M = 20 slug. m = 2 slug, P = 832i lb,
T = 64k ft -lb, v = 1/3, £ = 4 ft , d = 12 ft , n = 4, and g = 32 ft/sec" ,

T
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Problem 8.20.

8.21. A small object of mass M is in outer space where all gravitational forces are negligible .
The object is initially at rest relative to an inertial frame <1> = IE; ikl when suddenly it explodes
into two splinters having masses m I and m2. Their subsequent relative velocity of separation is
v. Find their velocity vectors VI and V2 in <1> , and determ ine the kinetic energy of the system.

8.22. Two particles of equal mass m are attached to a rigid rod of negligible mass and length
£. The system is moving on a smooth horizontal surface with an angular velocity wand center
of mass velocity V· when suddenly one end of the rod makes a normal impact with a wall, as
illustrated. There is no loss of energy during the collision. (a) Find the instantaneous impulse
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of the force and the instantaneous torque impulse about the center of mass due to the impact.
(b) Show that the impact resu lts in an interchange of translational and rotational kinetic energies
of the system. (c) Describe the subsequent motion of the system.

J

Il' Lf:"m

F
Problem 8.22.

8.23. The center of mass C of a rigid system of two particles of equal mass m separated a
distance 2d is initially at rest in the vertical plane . The system is given a constant angular velocity
w = wn in a right-hand sense about an axis n at C, and the system is released to fall freely under
gravity . The axis n is situated in the vertica l plane at a fixed angle t/> from the line joining the
particles. What is the total kinetic energy of the system at time t?

8.24. In a general spatial motion of two particles of masses m, and m2, the velocity of m:
relative to m, is v and the center of mass has velocity v' . (a) What is the total kinetic energy of
the system ? (b) Let a be the perpendicular distance from one particle to the line through the other
particle and parallel to v. Show that the moment of momentum relative to the center of mass may
be written as he = av[m,mz!(m, +m2)]n, where n is a unit vecto r perpendicular to the plane
containing the particle s and the vector v and v = [v].

8.25. An antenna coil system consists of a rigid rod that rotates as shown with a constant
angu lar speed of 10 rad/sec relative to a platform which is turning with an angular speed of 20
rad/sec while being raised vertically on a threaded shaft at a speed of 100 em/sec in the ground
frame 11>. At the instant of interest, each of two small coils of equal mass m = I kg are 50 em
from the center C and moving radially outward with a speed of 200 em/sec relative to the rod.
(a) Find the total momentum of the coil system in 11>. (b) Find the kinet ic ene rgy in II> relative to
the center of mass . (c) Determine the kinet ic energy of the system in 11> . (d) What is the moment
about point 0 in the platform of the momentum in II> ? (e) Determ ine the moment about o of the

Il'

,)

Problem 8.25.



Dynamics of a System of Particles 349

momentum relative to 0 in <t>. (f) Find the moment about the center of mass C of the momentum
in <t> . (g) What is the moment about C of the momentum relative to C in <t> .

8.26. Two particle s of masses m and 2m are attached to the ends of a rigid rod of length l ,
negligible mass, and initially at rest along the Y-axis in the vertical plane frame <t> = (0 ; I , J).
The mass m , initially at 0 , is subjected to a propulsive force P of constant magnitude and
directed always perpendicul ar to the rod. Find the angular speed 4J (t) and the angular placement
1/>(1 ) of the system as function s of time. Formulate the problem in two ways: (i) write the work
energy equation with respect to the center of mass and (ii) write the equation for the moment of
momentum relative to the center of mass. Notice that in neither case is it necessary to consider
the motion of the center of mass.

8.27. A 995 Ib cannon with a recoil spring of stiffness k = 193 Ib/ft is mounted on smooth
horizontal rails. The gun fires a 5 Ib shell with a muzzle velocit y of 1500ftlsec at a 60° angle ,
relat ive to the cannon . Determine the ultimate compression of the spring and the impulse reaction
of the rails on the system .

k

Problem 8.27.

8.28. A shell explodes at the apex of its path into two pieces of equal mass m. One fragment
is seen to fall vertically with initial speed Yo. Find the path of the other splinter in a Cartesian
reference frame with origin at the apex. Neglect frictional effects.

8.29. Two particle s of equal mass m are attached to the ends of a rigid , right angle frame of
negligible mass and supported by a smooth hinge at point O . Identical springs with stiffness k are
attached at the midpoint of each rod, the horizontal spring being unstretched in the equilibrium
configuration shown in the diagram. The system is given a small angular placement 00 and
released from rest. (a) Discuss the infinitesimal stability of the equilibrium configuration of the
system in terms of the static spring deflection 0, by (i) use of the moment of momentum principle
and (ii) use of the energy equation . (b) Find the motion 0(1) of the system.

Problem 8.29.
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8.30. Two particles of equal mass m are connected to the ends of a massless rigid rod
of length 4£ and supported symmetrically by identical springs of stiffness k, as shown in the
diagram. The center of the rod at 0 is constrained by smooth vertical rails to move only in
the vertical plane . Initially, the rod is held horizontally so that the springs are unstretched, then
turned clockwise about 0 through a small angle eo and released to perform small oscillations
in the vertical plane . (a) Apply momentum principles to derive the equations of motion of
the system and solve them for the assigned initial conditions. What are the frequencies of the
vertical and rotational oscillations? (b) Can the same results be obtained from the energy method?
Explain .

mfn - - .,.....- -..;jF :....L.......;- - -6r :.:.- - - -

Problem 8.30.

8.31. A coupled system consists of a mass m I suspended vertically from a spring of stiffness
k, and of another mass m2 suspended from ml by a second spring of stiffness k2. (a) Apply
Newton 's law to derive the equation of motion for each particle . (b) Write the energy equation
for the system. Is it possible to derive from this equation the separate equations of motion for
each particle? Explain .

Problem 8.31.

8.32. A double pendulum consists of two bobs of equal mass m attached to the ends of
two inextensible strings of equal length £ and negligible mass. The pendula are given small
displacements shown in the figure and released to perform small plane oscillations. (a) Use
Newton 's law to derive the equations of motion for each particle . (b) Is it possible to derive these
relations from the energy equation for the system? Explain.
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8.33. A pendulum bob of mass M is attached to a smoot h rigid rod of negligible mass and
length e supported at point O. A second mass m, which can slide freely along the pendulum
rod, is constrained to move on a smooth circular surface of radius r as the system swings in the
vertica l plane, as illustrated. Derive the equatio n of motion for the system in two ways: (a) by
use of the moment of momentum principle and (b) by use of the energy principle. (c) What is
the first integral of the equatio n of motion when the system is released from rest at the placement
tPo? (d) What is the small amplitu de oscillation frequency of the system?

Problem 8.33.

8.34. A uniform, inextensible heavy chain of length I . initially at rest on the horizontal
section of the smooth surface (when x = 0), is given a small, ignorable disturbance causing it to
slide down the inclined plane, shown in the figure . (a) Find the speed v of the chain as a function
of its end distance x along the inclined surface. (b) Consider the case when a = n l2 and the
chain has an initial vertical overhang of length x (O) = a . Find the speed of the end of the chain
as a function of x .

Problem 8.34.

8.35. A uniform. inextensible chain of length 1 = n b12is pulled by a constant force P from
a smooth. quarter circle tube of radius b, situated in the vertical plane. The horizo ntal surface
also is smooth. (a) If the chain initially is at rest when its end point E is at A, find its speed v(B)
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as a function of its end placement B shown in the figure. (b) What is the speed of E when it exits
the tube at 8 ? (c) Find v(B) for the case when the chain merely slides from its initial state under
gravity .

p

Problem 8.35.

8.36. Consider a body of mass M attached to a very long, uniform and inextensible coiled
rope at rest in the horizontal plane . Suppose that the mass M is projected vertically upward from
the plane with an initial speed vo , so that the rope subsequently uncoils and follows vertically
behind. This is an example of a variable mass system for which the principle of conservation
of energy does not hold, even though the only force acting on this system is the conservative
gravitational force . In this case, the first integral of the equation of motion F = dp* j dt does not
lead to the work-energy principle. (a) Show that the first integral of this equation for a variable
mass met) is given by

I Lf.-p* .p*= F . p*dt.
2 '0

(P8.36)

When the total mass is constant, this rule reduces to the familiar work-energy principle for the
center of mass; otherwise, it does not. (b) Now, return to the coiled rope problem, let a denote
the mass per unit rope length and determine the maximum height h to which M will ascend .
(c) What is the condition on Vo in order that h ::: I for a rope of length l? Assume that this
condition holds for a sufficiently large initial velocity, and find the greatest height h > I attained
byM.

8.37. Two putty balls of masses m and 3m are moving toward one another with constant ve
locities VI = 2vi + vj and Vz = vk , respectively, in <I> = (0 ; ik } when they collide in an oblique,
direct impact and stick together. (a) Find the velocity of the single particle formed by the colli
sion. (b) Determine the change in the kinetic energy of the system. Does it increase, decrease, or
remain unchanged?

8.38. Two particles of equal mass m are connected by a rigid rod of length I and negligible
mass, initially at rest along the X-axis on a smooth horizontal surface in frame <I> = (0 ; I , J}.
A third particle of mass m moving with velocity V = vJ in <I> collides with the particle at the
right-hand end of the rod in a perfectly elastic , direct central impact. Find the subsequent motion
of the center of mass of the original two particle system, and determine the angular speed of the
rod.

8.39. 'Aparticle of mass m, attached by a light inextensible string to the center of a smooth
horizontal table , is moving in a circle of radius r with speed v when it strikes an unconstrained
particle of mass M at rest at a point r on the table . (a) Suppose the collision is perfectly inelastic.
Find the angular speed after the collision, and show that the tension T in the string is reduced in the
ratio T j To = m j(m + M), where To is the initial tension . (b) Suppose the collision is perfectly
elastic . Find the angular speed of m and the velocity of M after the impact , and determine the
ratio in which the string tension is reduced.
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8.40. Two pendulums of equal length I have bobs of masses ml and m2, and both are
suspended vertically from the same point O. The mass m I is displaced and released from rest
at a height h (i.e. at an initial placement 00 from m2)' (a) Assume there is no energy loss in
the impact , and find the velocitie s of ml and m2 immediately afterward . (b) Apply the law of
restitution to find these velocities. (c) Describe the results for three cases: ml > m2, mt < m-,
and m I = m2. (d) Find the common velocity of m I and m: following a perfectly inelastic collision,
and determine the kinetic energy lost in the impact.
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