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Laser communication transmitter and receiver design

David 0 , Caplan

MIT Lincoln Laboratory, Lexington, Massachusetts

Abstract. Free-space laser communication systems have the potential to provide flex­
ible, high-speed connectivity suitable for long-haul intersatellite and deep-space links.
For these applications, power-efficient transmitter and receiver designs are essential
for cost-effective implementation. State-of-the-art des igns can leverage many of the
recent advance s in optical communication technologies that have led to global wide­
band fiber-optic networks with multiple Tbitls capacities. While spectral efficiency has
long been a key design parameter in the telecommunications industry, the many THz
of excess channel bandwidth in the optical regime can be used to improve receiver
sensitivities where photon efficiency is a design driver. Furthermore, the combination
of excess bandwidth and average-power-lim ited opt ical transmitt ers has led to a new
paradigm in transmitter and receiver design that can extend optimi zed performanc e of
a single receiver to accommodate multipl e data rates.

This paper discusses state-of-the-art optical transmitter and receiver designs that are
particularly well suited for average-power-limited photon-starved links where chan­
nel bandwidth is readily available . For comparison, relatively simple direct-detection
systems used in short terrestrial or fiber optic links are discussed, but emph asis is
placed on mature high-performance photon-efficient systems and commercially avail­
able technologies suitable for operation in space. The fundamental characteristics of
optical sources, modulators, amplifiers, detectors, and associated noise sources are re­
viewed along with some of the unique properties that distingui sh laser communication
systems and components from their RF counterparts. Also addressed is the interplay
between modulation format , transmitter waveform, and receiver design, as well as
practical tradeoffs and implementation considerations that arise from using various

technologies.

1. Introduction

Optical communications has provided unprecedented capacity in modem networks .
The rapid growth of the Internet has led to investment in wide-band fiber-optic net­
works that now span the planet. The optical communications revolution has also led
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to the development of new and enabling technologies that can be applied outside of
conventional telecom applications. Free-space laser communications, also known as
lasercom, is one area that can benefit from these recent advances . Free-space optical
networks have the potential to surround the planet with flexible and agile wide-band
lasercom that could extend to the moon, Mars, [1,2] and beyond-capable of bridg­
ing billion kilometer links at Megabit/sec (Mbps) data rates. Suchcapabilities require
photon-efficient transmitters and receivers, the main thrust of this paper, which can ex­
tend unrepeatered links over ultra-long-haul distances exceeding the net fiber deployed
on Earth today.

Free-space laser communication performance directly depends on the efficiency
and sensitivity ofoptical transmitters and receivers. However, until recently, these fac­
tors were not the driving factors in the buildup of fiber-optic networks. But as the appar­
ent demand for bandwidth has approached the limitations ofdeployed fiber-optic links,
more sensitive receivers have become a means of improving network performance in
terms of power and bandwidth efficiency. Consequently fiber- and free-space-based
technology requirements have started to converge. High-sensitivity photon-efficient
transmitter and receiver designs can reduce mid-span amplifier requirement s, dimin­
ish nonlinear impairments, and extend link distances in fiber networks, but they are
especially beneficial for free space optical (FSO) communication, since improvements
in receiver sensitivity directly reduce transmitted power requirements which in tum,
can lead to significant size, weight, power (SWAP) and cost reduction s.

The availability ofmodular high-reliability high-performance commercial-off-the­
shelf (COTS) technologies already developed for and widely used by the telecommuni­
cation industry is of great value to the development of future free-space laser commu­
nication systems [3]. Not only can the tremendous telecom investment in technology
development be leveraged in many cases , but the field-proven heritage of such tech­
nologies can provide increased confidence in reliability and life-time estimates, as well
as the component manufacturing process. This knowledge can be used to accelerate
the process of integrating cutting-edge technologies into reliable designs, and reduce
the expense of starting costly qualification programs from scratch . This is especially
important in space-based systems, where repair is impractical, and both reliability
and performance are critical design drivers. The value added from heritage telecom
technologies which require TeIcordia (formerly known as Bellcore) qualification , is of
additional value since these standards (e.g., [4-9]) often test to mechanical and ther­
mal levels that are similar to many of the environmental requirements for space-based
platforms .

Free-space optical links have some notable advantages over both radio-frequency
(RF) and fiber-optic links that allow greater flexibility in transmitter and receiver de­
sign and optimization. These include the absence ofchannel dispersion and nonlineari ­
ties, and virtually unlimited channel bandwidth, especially in space-based applications
where atmospheric absorption is nonexistent. Such characteri stics allow FSO transmit­
ter (TX) and receiver (RX) designs to leverage the average-power-limited properties
of optical transmitters to generate optimized signaling waveforms [10-15], which,
when used in combination with photon-efficient modulation formats, can contribute
substantially to overall link efficiency, 1Jlink. A practical measure of 1Jlin k is energy
required per bit-received, [Jlbit].



Lasercommunication transmitterand receiverdesign

/./. Background

III

The theories that govern both RF and optical communications over a noisy channel are
well established, dating back to 1949to the work of Claude Shannon [16,17] in which he
established the channel capacity theorem which states that error-free communications
are possible up to rate C (bits/s) over a channel of bandwidth B (Hz) with a signal of
average power, P (W) perturbed by additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) of power
spectral density of No/2 (W/Hz). The capacity of such a link is given in Eq. (I), which
highlight s the interplay between the three key system parameters: bandwidth, average
signal power, and noise power spectral density [17-19]:

C = Blog2(1 + SNR) = Blog2 (1 + ::B) = BlOg2 (1 + ~:) [bits/s].

(I)
The SNR is simply the ratio of the average signal power (P), to noise power,

(NoB). For a data rate Rb (bits/s), the average signal power is RbEb, where Eb is
the energy-per-bit (J/bit). Substituting spectral efficiency r = Rb/ B [(bit/s)/Hz] , we
obtain the right-hand side of Eq. (I), where Eb/No is the energy-per-bit to noise
power spectral density ratio. For shot-noise-limited optical signals the Eb/ No term
can be replaced by the average number of signal photons-per-bit (PPB) in most cases
(see section 2.3) and corresponds to the SNR over the observation window, with the
exception of coherent-homodyne RXs, where the quantum-limited SNR =PPB/2 [20].
The Shannon Limit shown in Fig. I, achieved when Rb = C, is the optimum tradeoff
between spectral-efficiency, r, and photon-efficiency. In the limiting case of optimum
bandwidth expansion, with modulation and coding, Shannon-limited sensitivity of
0.7 PPB (or ,,-,0.35 PPB for homodyne) corresponding to a -1.6-dB SNR can be
achieved for the AWGN channel [17,18,21-23] . A detailed discussion of Shannon­
limited capacities for optical communication systems is given in [23].

Also highlighted in Fig. I is uncoded performance at the 10- 9 bit-error-rate
(BER) and Shannon-limited capacities for on-off-keying (OOK), differential-phase­
shift-keying (DPSK), and M -ary orthogonal-keying modulation formats such as M­
ary pulse-position-modulation (M-PPM) and frequency- shift-keying (M-FSK) with
hard-decision coding . DPSK has received significant interest from the FSO commu­
nity and the telecom industry since it is both energy-efficient and spectrally-efficient.
For a quantum-limited optically preamplified DPSK receiver with optimal coding,
Shannon-limited performance approaches 3 PPB with ,,-,0.5 bit/s/Hz efficiency. High­
rate optically-preamplified receivers using 24.6% and 7% low-overhead forward error
correction (FEe) with 0.8 and 0.935 bits/s/Hz efficiencies have demonstrated 7 and 9
PPB receiver sensitivities at 10 and 40 Gbit/s data rates, respectively [24,25].

While spectral-efficiency has long been a key design parameter in the telecom
industry, in many optical communication links excess channel bandwidth is available,
and can be used to improve performance where photon efficiency is the design driver.
In such links, the available bandwidth can be used to improve receiver sensitivities
by ,,-,5 dB by using, for example , coded M-ary orthogonal modulation formats such
as M -PPM. As shown in Fig. I, the quantum-limited sensitivity (pre-amplified, direct
detection) for uncoded I024-PPM in which each symbol carries 10bits of information ,
is "-'6 dB-PPB (",4 PPB), with IOOx(M / lOg2 M) bandwidth expansion. With the
addition of "-'50% overhead (OH) hard-decision FEC, '" 1.5 PPB sensitivity can be
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Fig. 1. The tradeoffbetweensensitivity (photon-efficiency)as measured in photonsper bit, and
bandwidth expansion (spectral-efficiency) forOOK, DPSK, and M -ary orthogonal, as wellas the
ultimateShannon limit for AWGN systems [22). Reprinted with permission of IEEE. (@2006
IEEE.)

achieved, and this can be extended to nearly I PPB by implementing optimal soft­
decision decoding [22).

For the Poisson channel dominated by quantum noise, the Shannon-limited sen­
sitivity per-photon can be made arbitrarily low, with a lower bound given by the ratio
of thermal-noise-photon energy to signal-photon energy [26-28]:

(2)
B kBTln(2)

Cph Quantum-limit = hu [photons/bit] ,

where B is the receiver bandwidth in Hz, Cp h is the capacity in bits/sec per photon, kB
is Boltzmann's constant (1.38 x 10-23 J/K), h is Planck's constant (6.63 x 10- 34 J
s), and T is temperature in Kelvin (K). For the case of 1.5 j,tm signal photons at 300K,
this yields a limit of 0.022 PPB (-16.6 dB SNR) or 46 bitslphoton [27,28], which in
principle, can be further improved by reducing the receivertemperature to 3K. Although
this is not practically realizable, the promise of such capabilities has made the research
and development of efficient wide-band photon-counting detector technologies an area
of active research [1,2,29-32], especially since Gigabit-per-second (Gbps) class high­
sensitivity communications employing super-conducting photon-counting detectors
have recently been demonstrated [33-35].

A block diagram of the communication link is shown in Fig. 2, and the focus of
this paper will be to optimize overall link performance (1]link) through the design of
elements within the transmitter and receiver subsystems.

Functionally the free-space optical transmitter typically includes a laser source, a
modulator that can impart a variety of modulation formats, a desired bit rate, coding,
and a high power amplifier such as an Erbium-doped fiber amplifier (EDFA) with
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Fig. 2. Block diagram of the optical communications link, with the input being the data and the
output being anestimate of the input data. Overall link performance 7]link = 7]TX 7]ch 7]RX .

an electrical to optical conversion efficiency which is often the dominant component
of the net transmitter efficiency (1}TX) . For transmission through the channel (1}ch),
we can include transmitteroptical (telescope) transmission efficiency (1}Txopt), free
space transmission efficiency (1}space), which is reduced by diffraction losses, atmo­
sphericabsorption,scattering,turbulence andscintillation, and interferencefromback­
groundradiance. e.g., loss andadditivenoisecollectively (1-1}atm).Also includedare
pointing, acquisition and trackingefficiency (1}PAT), and lastly the receivercoupling
efficiency (1}RXOpt). The net receiverefficiency (1}RX) includes the quantum-limited
number of photons-per-bit to achieve the desired bit-error-rate (PPBQL). associated
implementation penalty (1}QL), and potentialcoding gain (Geode) from forward error
correction (FEC). These terms are dependent on many factors such as the detection
scheme, which may be direct, optically preamplified, homodyne or heterodynedetec­
tion, and the demodulation approach, which can be either incoherent or coherent and
can occur in either the optical or electrical domain.

High-rateopticalcommunication systemsgenerallyutilizePINphotodiodes which
are commercially availablewith electrical bandwidths exceeding50 GHz. Avalanche
photodiodes are detectorswithinternalgain thatcan be used to improveRXsensitivity,
althoughthis generallycomesat the expense of bandwidthand limiteddynamic range
ofoperation.Adecodercircuitmaybeemployedto processreceived FECencodeddata,
andthe final figure of meritis theBER,whichisdeterminedbycomparingthe inputdata
(D) to the output estimate (D) . For systems which use FEC, the BER is often readily
available and can be used as a feedback parameter to improve overall performance.
Typically receiver sensitivities are measured in terms of the power received or the
number of photons-per-bit required to achieve a particular BER, typically 10- 9 (I
error per billion bits received), but the targetcan change dependingon the application
and system requirement.

Optical receiver sensitivities are ultimately limited by choice of modulation for­
mat, coding, and fundamental quantumfluctuations. This quantum noise is commonly
referred to as "shot noise", whichcomes from the randomness in photonarrivals, and
imposes theoretical limits on receiverperformance. For high-ratehigh-sensitivity op­
tical communication systems,optically preamplified receivers are the most practical.
being widely used in the telecom industry and demonstrating the best performance at
Gbitls rates and beyond(see sections 4 and 5).

The theoretical (quantumlimited) sensitivity is dependenton the modulation and
receivertype and is often measured in termsof the numberof PPB requiredto achieve
a 10- 9 BER. For optically-preamplified binary intensity modulation (1M) formats
such as OOKand binary-PPM, thequantumlimitedsensitivity is ",,40 photons-per-bit
[20,36-39]. More complex orthogonal signaling formats such as M -PPM or M -FSK
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onal signaling.

can be used to further improvethe theoretical sensitivity at the expenseof bandwidth,
which degradesspectral efficiency by a factorof (M / 10g2 M) as shown in Fig. 3.

For example256-PPMimproves receiversensitivity by about a factorof 6, to ",,6
PPB, but requires a factor of 32 expansion in bandwidth (see also Fig. I). For high­
rate bandwidth-limited applications, optically-preamplified Differential-Phase-Shift­
Keying (DPSK) has demonstrated the best sensitivity, providing a ",,3dB uncoded
benefitover OOK and 2-PPM,corresponding to a theoretical sensitivity of ",,20PPB,
although this comes at the expenseof a morecomplicated receiverdesign.

Forward error correction coding is another powerful tool available to the sys­
tem designer that is often a cost-effective means of improving receiver sensitivity
[17,18,40]. FEe effectively operates by converting the HERof an input signal which
contains redundant code bits to an improved output HER. As illustrated in Fig. I,
coding is needed in order to extend uncoded-quantum-limited performance to the ul­
timate Shannon-limited sensitivities. The use of FEC reduces spectral efficiency and
increasesTX and RXelectroniccomplexity, requiring the additional encodingand de­
coding hardware, butcanprovidesignificant codinggainwithrelatively littleoverhead.
For example, with commonly used enhanced Reed-Solomon 255/239 FEC coding, a
",,6dB sensitivity improvement is achieved byconverting a ",,3 x 10- 3 input BERto a
10-9 outputBERwithonly7%overhead, i.e.,additional bandwidth expansion relative
to the rate. Givenan opticallypreamplified DPSKreceiverwith near-quantum-limited
performance this could improvesensitivities to ",,6PPB, within ",,3 dB of the AWGN
Shannon limit for DPSK.The benefits of such low-complexity FEC codes have been
demonstrated at 10 [41] and 40 Gbps [25] data rates. They have also become com­
monly used in the telecomindustryas a means of diminishing nonlinearimpairments
and increasingoverall system throughput.

Morepowerful turbocodeswith 100%overhead (rate ~ ) havebeendevelopedthat
can closely approach Shannon-limited performance [42], however the complexity of
implementing such serially concatenated codes has presently limited real-timeappli­
cation to lowdata rates < ",,50 Mbps [2,43-45]. Butwith lessoverhead(25%,rate 0.8)
and complexity, block turbocodes havedemonstrated >- IadB codinggain at rates up
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to 10 Gbps [24]. For the AWGN channel, with high-constellation orthogonal modu­
lation formats such as M-PPM with optimal soft-decision decoding, '" I photonlbit
sensitivity can be achieved in principle[22].

1.2. Scope

This paper will expand upon the topics introduced above, providing an overview of
state-of-the-artand futureoptical transmitterand receiverdesigns that are particularly
wellsuitedforFSOcommunication. Forcomparison, relatively simpledirectdetection
systems used in short terrestrial or fiber optic links will be discussed, but emphasis
will be placedon maturehigh-performance photon-efficient systemsand technologies
suitable for operation in deep spaceoptical links.

Whileoverallsystem levelperformance is dependenton many factors such as TX
and RX aperture size, wavefront quality, and pointingacquisition and tracking (PAT)
[3,46--48] this sectionwill focuson practicaldesignoptionsfor theTX and RX blocks
of the communication link shown in Fig. 2. The remaining link elements-the cou­
plingopticsandchannelconsiderations arediscussedindetailin"Atmospheric channel
effects on free-space laser communication", by Ricklin et al. (DOl 10.1007/sI0297­
005-oo56-y) and "Free-space laser communication performance in the atmospheric
channel", by Arun K. Majumdar (001 1O.1007/sI0297-oo5-0054-0) in this publica­
tion.

The fundamental characteristics of optical sources, modulators, amplifiers, detec­
tors, and associated noise sources will be discussed along with some of the unique
properties that distinguish laser communication systems and components from their
RF counterparts. Practical tradeoffs and implementation issues that arise from using
various technologies, and the interplaybetweenmodulation format, transmitterwave­
form, and receiverdesign and optimization will be presented.

This paper is intended to complementthe rich subject of transmitterand receiver
design, by highlighting practicaldesignconsiderations and recentdevelopments in the
state-of-the-art high-performance FSO systems. While introductory and background
material is included for clarity, the reader is directed towards the numerous papers,
patents, and texts referenced at the end of this paper for a broaderviewof this subject.

1.3. Historical Perspective

Thereare manyexamplesof free-space opticalcommunications rangingfromthe useof
mirrorsand sunlightby the ancientGreeks, use of fire beaconsby the Chinese (",800
BC) and later by Romans, and smoke signals by American Indians. Other notable
examples include lighthouses, flags on sailing vessels, and Paul Revere's famous use
oflantems, "One ifby land twoifby sea" onApril 18, 1775. Suchearlydemonstrations
of free-space optical communications were enabled by the use of widely available
terahertzelectromagnetic receivers, namelythe humaneye with its ability to detect the
electromagnetic visiblespectrumat wavelengths fromabout400 to 750 nm.Alexander
GrahamBelland SumnerTainterdemonstrated the first FSO telephonemessageusing
the patented"photophone" [49-53], illustrated Fig. 4.The photophone usedsunlightas
a source,modulated by reflecting off a vibratingmirror, and photoconductive selenium
as the receiveron June 3, 1880.
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Fig. 4. :(Left), The Bell photophone transmitter and (right) photophone receiver. Rerinted with
permission ofLucent Technologies. Inc./BellLabs.

However, despite these early advances, optical communications was soon over­
taken by rapid development in wireline and wireless RF communications pioneered
by the likes of Hertz [54], Bell[55] , Edison [56], Marconi [57], Loomis [58], and Fes­
senden [59] in the late 1800s and early 1900s. During the following 100 years RF
communications became a refined commodity with applications ranging from radio,
television, cellular, and satellite communications. As the established means of wire­
less communications, the maturity and sophistication of existing RF capabilities make
them worthy of comparison to up-and-coming FSO systems.

Present day FSO systems have significant potential to improve upon RF capabilities
in areas where bandwidth or regulatory limitations exist, applications where security
is important, and in ultra-long-haul space-based links where size, weight and power
(SWAP) are at a premium and diffraction losses dominate. Since the invention of the
laser in 1960, there have been significant developments in the critical technologies
needed to tap the potential of photonic communications summarized in the list below.

Significant lasercom milestones
1960 Invention of the laser, [60-63]
1962 Invention of semiconductor diode laser, (GaAs) [64,65]
1964 Invention of fiber optical amplifier (Nd:glass Ip,m) [66,67]
1970 First continuous-wave room-temperature semiconductor lasers [68]
1970 Development of low loss «20 dB/km) glass fibers [69-74]
1980 First commercial optical fiber system at 45 Mb/s (AT&T)
1987 Development of Erbium-doped fiber laser amplifier EDFA (1.5p,m)

[75-77]
1988 First trans-Atlantic fiber cable (280 Mb/s, 1.3 p,m) [78]
1989 First undersea tests of optically amplified (EDFA) fiber system
1992 First trans-Atlantic fiber cable using 1.5p,mtechnology (560 Mb/s) [79]
1993 Mel purchases 500 EDFAs and begins installation in terrestrial network
1995 Bidirectional Ground -to-Orbit Lasercom Demonstration (GOLD),

I Mbps up- and down-link transmissions @ 0.514 and 0.830 p,m on
Engineering Test Satellite-VI (ETS-VI) in elliptical GEO transfer orbit
[80-83]
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1996 First trans-Atlantic fiber cable using EDFAs (5 Gb/s) [84]
1996 1 Thit/s demonstrated over fiber [85-88]
2000 360 million km of fiber world wide [89]
200 I Capacity of commercial WDM systems exceeds 1.6This [89]
200 I 10This demonstrated over fiber [90-94]
200 1 Geosynchronous Lightweight Technology Experiment (GeoLITE) [95­

97], successful demonstration of bidirectional laser communications
between a satellite in geosynchronous orbit (GEO), ground, and aircraft

2001 Semiconductor Intersatellite Link Experiment (SILEX) [98-101],
demonstrating bidirectional GEO-LEO and GEO-ground laser com­
munications between the Advanced Relay Technology Mission Satel­
lite (ARTEMIS) in GEO, with a IOmW (average) 2 Mbps (2-PPM)
directly-driven semiconductor laser TX @ 0.8 p,m and a 50 Mbps Si­
APD based NRZ-OOK RX; the SPOT-4 imaging satellite in low earth
orbit (LEO), and the optical ground station (OGS) [102,103] .

2003 Mars Laser Communication Demonstration (MLCD) program initiated
(targeting the ", 300,000,000 km Mars to Earth link, '" 1-30 Mbit/s)
using 5W MOPA TX, coded M -PPM (M = 16 - 64) and photon­
counting detectors @ 1.064 p,m[1,2,104]. Critical technologies demon­
strated but program cancelled in 2005.

2005 Successful bidirectional inter orbit lasercom link between Optical Inter­
orbit Communications Engineering Test Satellite (OICETS) in LEO and
ARTEMIS in GEO at 2 and 50 Mbps [105]

117

It is likely that within the next decade, we will see the first deployments of opera­
tional free-space laser communications systems with global and interplanetary reach .

2. General Wavelength Considerations

2.1. Carrier Characteristics

Electromagnetic (EM) waves can be described as an oscillating field with frequency,
vs that travel at the speed of light, c. The inverse relationship between the EM carrier
frequency (v) and wavelength (A) is

c = AV (3)

where the constant c =3.0 x 108 m/s is the speed of light in vacuum. Quantized
energy is proportional to frequency, and is given by Planck's relation, which defines
the energy-per-photon to be

E = hv = he/A [J], (4)

where h =6.63 X 10-34 J s is Planck 's constant. The illustration of the electromag­
netic spectrum in Fig. 5 spans 15 orders of magnitude from kilometer long RF waves
to picometer long gamma radiation and gives perspective into the broad range of wave­
lengths, frequencies , and photon-energies that can be used for communications.

As discussed in further detail in section 2.3, these basic EM properties profoundly
impact the transmitter and receiver designs . For example, as we transition from using
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RF carriers towards higher frequency optical waves for communication, the carrier
wavelength shortens . This directly impacts both transmit and receive antenna (aper­
ture) size and diffraction, which is proportional to wavelength. The diffraction limited
transmitter beam angle is approximately [47,106]

e= AIDTX [rad] , (5)

where DTX is the transmitter aperture diameter. Thus using shorter wavelengths allows
for smaller divergence angles, or equivalently, better directivity for a given aperture
size. Note that this also increases the precision required to hit the target receiver
and therefore comes at the expense of increased difficulty in pointing, acquisition,
and tracking . From Eq. (5), the far-field on-axis intensity (W/m2

) can be estimated ,
and for a receiver with collection area (ARX) the power delivered to the RX can be
calculated. Diffraction losses reduce the free space transmission efficiency, Tlspa ce,

defined as the ratio of on-axis received power and transmitted power, which in the
far-field (AL » Dh) is approximately given by [106],

1]spa ce ~ (

1rDRX DTX ) 2 "
4AL = 1 - Diffraction Loss , (6)

and decreases with the square of the carrier wavelength (A) and link distance (L) .
Carrier frequency directly impacts the fractional bandwidth available for modu­

lation, and therefore limits the maximum rate at which that information can be trans­
mitted. For instance , if the modulation bandwidth is limited to 10% of the carrier
frequency, this corresponds to 30 THz available bandwidth for a l/-tm optical carrier
versus 3 GHz bandwidth for a lcm RF carrier. This highlights a key difference be­
tween high-rate RF and FSO communications, since RF systems need to be spectrally
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Fig. 6. A time varying electro-magnetic signal , Es (t, A, v, cP,p), depicting the potential for
amplitude, frequency, phase, and/or polarization modulation .

efficient in high-rate applications at the expense of energy or photon efficiency (see
Fig. I), whereas FSO systems can often use bandwidth as a flexible design parameter.

Channel properties also vary substantially with wavelength. Clouds, fog, rain, tur­
bulence, scattering (e.g., Raleigh scattering ex: 1/,X4), atmospheric absorption, etc. all
have a strong wavelength dependence. Owing to the longer wavelength, RF commu­
nications are generally more robust in atmospheric channels where these factor s are a
limitation [107-109].

Lastly, photon energy is proportional to the quantum or shot noise in the transmitted
signal , and therefore can impact the receiver sensitivity. As the photon energy (in
Joules), increases, the number of photons per second decreases for a given power (in
W, or J/s). This in tum increases the "graininess" or shot noise of the signal, which
drives high-sensitivity optical receiver design as described further in section 2.3.

2.2. Electromagnetic Signaling Options

A general expres sion for a time varying electro-magnetic (EM) signal Bs (t, A, v, cP ,
p) is given in Eq. (7) and illustrated in Fig. 6 where variables A, v, cP, and p = ai+
b} represent the carrier amplitude, frequency, phase , and polarization field properties
respectively, and can be time-dependent, e.g., cP = ¢ (t ):

B s(t , A, v, cP,p) = A(t) COS(27Tvt + cP)p [Vj m], (7)

where P(t) = IA(tW j (2zo) is the power in the field envelope in W, and Zo is the
impedance of the medium, which is 300 [l in free-space. Each of these basic field
properties can be modulated either alone or in combination depending on the system
needs . The additional dimensions can carry information, for use in multi-dimensional
symbol constellations, or simply improve the modulation format.

For example, in narrowband intensity modulated optical systems where stimulated
Brillouin scattering (SBS) nonlinearities are a limitation, carrier phase, polarization,
andlor frequency can be modulated to expand the optical spectrum beyond the SBS
bandwidth of ",50 MHz to mitigate this effect [110,111]. Even if unused, these pa­
rameters may need to be controlled, measured, or known at the receiver to achieve
optimum performance. For instance, FSO receivers are often single polarization with
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Fig.7. Commonly used modulation formats (a) OOK, (b) DPSK, (c) 4-PPM, (d)4-FSK, (e) PolSK
with same data, data rate and average power. Also shown on the right-hand side is the approximate
bit-error probably for the modulation formats (a)-(e) with ideal optically preamplified receivers
[except for photon-counting OOK in (a) and coherent PSK in (b)) .

tight spectral filtering to allow for efficient diplexing of transmit and receive signals
[46], and/or to reduce detected noise. This requires proper alignment of transmit and
receive wavelength and polarization, either by stable open loop control of both the TX
and RX, tracking and compensation by the RX, feedback between the TX and RX, or
a combination thereof.

2.2.1. Overview of FSO Modulation Formats and Sensitivities

While there are many modulation possibilities, the most common modulation formats
considered for FSO links include on-off-keying (OOK), differential-phase-shift-keying
(DPSK) , phase-shift-keying (PSK), and orthogonal modulation formats such as M-ary
pulse-position modulation (M-PPM) and frequency-shift-keying (M-FSK) illustrated
in Fig. 7.
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2.2.1.1. On-Off-Keying (OOK)

121

The predominant form of signaling used in optical communication systems today is
on-off key (OaK) because the transmitter and receiver hardware are relatively simple
and fiber optic networks generally operate at high signal-to-noise ratios with small
dynamic range requirements and well controlled signal levels at the receivers. Also
known as binary amplitude-shift-keying, OaK is a form of intensity modulation (1M)
in which binary information is represented by the presence or absence optical signal
energy within the symbol. At the receiver, the "I" or "0" logical decision is determined
by the received symbol energy being above or below a predetermined threshold. The
optimum threshold balances the probability of 0 and I errors, and is dependent on
the received signal power and noise statistics, requiring adaptive thresholds for best
performance over a fluctuating channel [20,39,112,113]. Regardless of the accuracy of
optimum OaK threshold predictions based on theoretical calculations, the threshold
and other operational parameters can be optimized with near-real-time BER feedback
that is readily available with commercial FEe hardware [114,115].Alternatively, mod­
ulation formats that inherently establish a threshold, such as antipodal or orthogonal
signaling (e.g., PSK, DPSK, FSK, PPM) can be used to eliminate the need for adaptive
thresholding.

For an ideal shot-noise-limited optically-prearnplified receiver, the OaK error
probability is approximately given by [18,20,23,37-39]

Q (
r,;r-) 1 -Na v / 2

PBE(OOK) ~ V N a v g ~ 2e g, (8)

where N a v g is the SNR, equal to the average number ofphotons-per bit (PPB) received,
and the Q-function is

oo

1 ! _x
2

1 ( z) 1 ( ( z ))Q (z) = v'21r" e dx = 2Erfc v'2 = 2 1 - Erf v'2 .
z

(9)

The Erf( ) and Erfct) functions are the error function and complementary error
function, respectively [18,20]. The 10- 9 bit-error rate corresponds to 36 PPB, slightly
lower than the right-hand approximation in Eq. (8) which results in ",40 PPB. When
implemented with non-return-to-zero (NRZ) waveforms with an equal probability of
I 's and O's, the peak power is equal to twice the average. Pulsed return-to-zero or RZ
waveforms can be used with all the modulation formats mentioned above , with the
peak-to-average power ratio varying inversely with the duty-cycle.

Note that the analytical BER expressions in Eqs. (8)-(11) and (13)-(14) assume
Gaussian noise statistics [18,39,116-118], which do not accurately reflect the Poisson
noise statistics of the received input signal (see section 2.3.5), nor the statistics of the
preamplified signal detected by the square-law photodetector. The statistics for a sinu­
soidal electric field with narrow-band additive white Gaus sian noise after square-law
detection for 0 and I signal s are no longer Gaussian, they are Rayleigh and Rician,
respectively [116,119,120]. However, detailed numerical evaluation of preamplified
OaK performance assuming these distributions yields ",38 PPB at 10- 9 BER [36,
38], compared to ",36 PPB with the Gaussian approximation. An additional correc­
tion includes the exact stati stics based on the quantum-mechanical description of the
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physical photon-detection process which are the degenerate Bose-Einstein probabil­
ity distribution for O's and the noncentral negative binomial distribution (NNB) also
called the Laguerre distribution for I's [47,121-126] . Nevertheless, the Gaussian ap­
proximation yields straightforward analytic BER expressions that provide a reasonable
estimate of receiver sensitivity, with SNR estimates for a particular BER accurate to
within>- I dB relative to calculations based on with exact statistics [126,127].

2.2.1.2. Differential-Phase-Shift -Keying (DPSK)

Differentially encoded PSK [DPSK, see Fig. 7(b)] has received considerable attention
by the FSO community and the telecom industry due to a ",,3 dB sensitivity improve­
ment over commonly used on-off-keying, and reduced peak power which mitigates
nonlinear effects [24,25,41 ,128-133]. NRZ-DPSK can be implemented with a con­
stant envelope, so that the peak power is equal to the average. Binary information is
conveyed with two orthogonal symbols represented by the relative phase between two
differentially encoded bits: a "0" represented by no-phase change and a "I " by a 1f

phase difference, (or visa-vera). This phase modulation also tends to suppress the opti­
cal carrier, which can be advantageous in systems limited by slow optical nonlinearities
such as SBS (see section 3.5.5). Typically, adjacent bits are differentially encoded with
a time-separation r« of one symbol duration or a bit period, 7b it , but this can gener­
ally be extended to an integer number n of symbol periods, i.e., re = n7bit. This
can provide some flexibility in implementing simplified multi-rate and multi-channel
receivers (see, e.g., [134-136]), a subject discussed further in section 5.2.

DPSK's utility has been established with many long-haul fiber-optic experiments
demonstrating multiple Tbitls over r- I0,000 km fiber spans with hundreds of WDM­
DPSK channels (AS), e.g., [137-141]. Despite significant benefits, DPSK has not yet
been widely deployed in operational systems, in part because the benefits of DPSK
come at the cost of increased complexity over OOK, requiring a phase modulator
and differential precoding in the transmitter, and an optical delay-line interferometer
(01) demodulator and balanced detection in the receiver in order to derive maximum
benefit. The DPSK RX design is discussed further in section 5.2. Performance can
also be degraded significantly by differential chirp [132,142] . However, DPSK is much
easier to implement than coherent PSK, which requires a stable, narrow-linewidth local
oscillator phase-locked to the received signal necessary to implement the homodyne
receiver. In contrast, DPSK can be demodulated through a self-homodyne process of
comparing the relative phase of the differentially encoded symbols. This eliminates
the need for the LO and associated phase-lock ing challenges, and relaxes the need
for narrow linewidth laser sources, since the self-homodyne process only requires
phase-coherence for the time duration between the differentially encoded symbol. The
theoretical error-rate for optically preamplified DPSK is

P I -Nav g
BE(DPSK) = 2e , (10)

corresponding to 20 PPB @ 10-9 BER [38]. The nearly 3 dB sensitivity benefit of
DPSK over OOK can be viewed as a result of the differential encoding, which utilizes
energy from the two symbols to determine the relative phase for one bit of information .

Optical differential quadrature phase shift keying (DQPK) [132,143-147] and
duobinary modulation [148-152] are spectrally efficient modulation formats related
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(II)

to DPSK that have recently been considered for use over long-haul fiber links, where
dispersion is often a dominantlimitation. However, dispersionand channel bandwidth
are generally not limiting factors in free-space links, so the combination of reduced
photon-efficiency and increased complexity make these modulation formats less at­
tractive than DPSK for use in free-spaceapplications.

2.2.1.3. Phase-Shift-Keying (PSK)

As noted above, coherent PSK has challenging LO and signal alignment requirements
[20,153-155] needed to determine the absolute phase of the optical field. In addition,
there are practical tradeoffs between PSK RX bandwidth and sensitivity, which are
especially noticeable since, unlike preamplifier receivers, coherent receivers are not
easily scaled to higher data rates via wavelength division multiplexing (WDM). For
the additional complexity, coherent (binary) PSK providesamong the best theoretical
RX sensitivity,with

PBE(PSK) = Q ( vi4Nav g ) :::::: e - 2N
avg

,

corresponding to 9 PPB RX sensitivity @ 10- 9 BER [20,156]. But in practice the
high-sensitivity potential of optical PSK has not been realized. As seen in Fig. 61,
the best PSK demonstration reported uncoded sensitivity about 2.5 dB from theory
at 4 Mbps [157]. In the Gbit/s regime the best PSK performancedegraded to '"'-'6 dB
from theory at '"'-'6 Gbps and '"'-'9 dB from theory at '"'-'8 Gbps [158], providing little
benefit over optically preamplified DPSK, which is a WDM-scalable approach with
numerousdemonstrationsof comparableor better performancein terms of sensitivity
and data rate [24,25,41,128-130,133,159].The nearly4 x sensitivitybenefitPSK has
over OOK is in part due to binary PSK being an antipodal format, in which a "0" is
represented by signal field of -I (11" phase) and a " I " is represented by a I (phase of
0), so that 2-PSK has twice the signal-distance of OOK. The other 2x advantagecan
be viewed as a result the coherent detection process, which detects the peak power
of the receivedoptical carrier, that is twice the average power measured in intensity
modulation formats.

2.2.1.4. M -ary Orthogonal Modulation

To improve receiver sensitivity, high-order M -ary orthogonal formats [18] such as
M-PPM, M-FSK [160-162], and hybrid combinations can be used (see also section
5.3). While not spectrally efficient, these formats can significantly improve photon­
efficiency. Two symbols m and n are considered orthogonal if

Jsm(t)sn(t)dt = Omn,
o

(12)

where Ts is the symbol period and Omn is the Kroneckerdelta function. The param­
eter M refers to the symbol alphabet or constellation size, with the information per
symbol increasing as k = log2(M) and bandwidth increasing with M . This results
in a spectral efficiency [Bit/sIHz] that varies as log.,(M) / M shown in Fig. 3, which
clearly illustrates the trade between bandwidth (spectral efficiency) and SNR (photon
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efficiency) noted by Shannon (see Fig. 1). For large M, ideal performance approaches
Shannon-limited capacity [I7 ,18,23]. Orthogonal modulation formats also establish
their own threshold, with the optimum decision based on the largest sample within the
symbol set. This enables the system to operate optimally over wide and rapid changes
in signal level, without the need for adaptive thresholds that are necessary for OOK.

The bit-error rate for optically-preamplified binary-orthogonal modulation, e.g.,
2-PPM is given by

1 _ N av g

P BE(2 -0RTH) = 2e 2 (13)

with sensitivity comparable to OOK and exactly twice that of DPSK, corresponding
to 40 PPB at 10-9 BER. For M-ary orthogonal modulation, no simple closed form
expression exists. An accurate but computationally challenging expression for the ideal
optically preamplified symbol-error-rate is given by[l63]

where the Rician distribution [119]

(15)

is the probability density function for sample Xj, where X l represents a sample with
both signal and noise, and Xo represents the samples with noise only, and Nsp is the
spontaneous emission factor related to the noise figure of the amplifier. For an ideal am­
plifier, Nsp = I. The function 10 is the modified Bessel function of the first kind of zero
order. Robinson, in [163] provides an excellent derivation of the optically-preamplified
symbol-error rate in Eq. (14) along with simplified techniques for evaluating the ex­
pression.

For each symbol error, there is still a chance that some of the bits within the
deocoded symbol are correct. Assuming that each symbol is transmitted with equal
probability, the bit-error probability is

P BE(M-ORTH) = (MM~21) PSE =}
M---+large

PSE(M -ORTH)

2
(16)

Qualitatively, the M -ary orthogonal bit-error probability can be related to the
binary BER expression in (13) by

l_~

PBE(M-ORTH) ~ 2e 2

where keff is related to the bits-per-symbol given in Eqs. (18)-(20):

( k-l)
keff = k 1 - kN

c
'

(17)

(18)

(19)
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Fig. 8. BERcurvesfor 2·PSK andoptically preamplified M -aryorthogonal modulation.

T k = 0.4 (1 - 1 _ e~ (k - 5 ) ) . (20)

For small Mand large received signal (Ns ) , k eff -+ k , yielding a receiver sen­
sitivity of about 40 PPB/log2 M or 40lk at 10- 9 BER. This simple approximation
overestimates the RX sensitivity by less than >- 1.25 PPB, which for M < 64 at 10-9

BER is accurate to '" ~ dB with the accuracy improving at lower error rates. For
increased accuracy without much computational complexity, Eq. (17) can be used to
calculate M -ary othogonal BER performance with "'0.1 dB accuracy.

Bit-error rate curves as a function of photonslbit (in dB) are shown in Fig. 8
for ideal 2-PSK and optically premplified M -ary orthogonal modulation. Note that
theoretical preamplified OaK and DPSK BER performance is similar to binary and
4-ary othogonal modulation, respectively . Without additional coding, 32-orthogonal
modulation has comparable performance to ideal 2-PSK at 10-9 BER. At higher
10-3 BER, near the FEe threshold for enhanced 255/329 Reed-Solomon codes, 2·
PSK RX sensitivity is as good as to 1024-orthogonal. Above 10- 2 BER, ideal2-PSK
has a clear sensitivity advantage over preampli fied M -ary orthogonal modulation.
However in practice, at high rates above a Gbitls (see Fig. 61), reported coherent­
PSK [158,164-166] suffers ",5 dB greater implementation penalties than preamplified
RXs [13,15,128-130,133,135,159], eliminating much of the theoretical benefit. While
improved PSK designs may achieve the anticipated sensitivities, based on existing
demonstrations, preamplified RX designs have exhibited superior sensitivity and data­
rate, as wel1 as WDM scalability [135,138,139,149,167].

2.2.1.5. M-ary Pulse-Position Modulation (M-PPM)

Pulse-Position Modulation (PPM) is a form of orthogonal signaling that uses the same
transmitter and receiver hardware used for OaK. In M-PPM [2,15,26,43 ,168-171],
k-bits of information are encoded by the position of an optical pulse within an M -slot
symbol, (Fig. 7c).A s a result, M-PPM waveforms have a low duty cycle, equal to 11M,
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(21)

(22)

making it well suited for use with EDFA-based average-power-limited transmitters, but
a poor choice foruse with semiconductor-based peak-power-limited transmitters [172].
For M -PPM, the bandwidth expansion directly impacts the modulation bandwidth and
associated transmit/receive electronic bandwidth

M ROa t a = M R O a t a = S
BE(M-PPM) = log2 M k '

with associated symbol rate

ROa t a S
R sym(M -PPM) = log2 M = M'

While electrical bandwidth limitations may limit the maximum slot-rate S for a
single M-PPM channel, the high-speed 10 and 40 Gbps electronics developed for the
telecom industry make it relatively easy to implement at reasonably high data-rates.
For example, by transmitting 16-PPM at a slot-rate S =10 Gslot/s, 2.5 Gbps can be
delivered with symbol rate of 625 Msym/sec.

The low duty cycle of M -PPM waveforms can also lead to optical nonlinearities,
which can limit the peak transmit power, a subject discussed further in section 3.5.5. On
the receive side, M-PPM requires two clocks to be acquired, a symbol clock (Rsy m)

and slot clock at rate S = M R sy m [173]. Clock acquisition can be challenging for
large M since received power at the clock frequencie s varies as rv(1IM2

) , which may
require embedded synchronization bits within the data as M gets large [44].

M -PPM has several practical advantages over OOK and DPSK. As a result of the
low duty cycle, PPM has less spectral content at low frequencies and consequently
has a smaller fractional bandwidth than OOK and DPSK. Fractional bandwidth (Bf)
is a factor used to classify signals as narrowband , wideband, or ultra-wideband and
is often defined by the ratio of bandwidth at -10 dB points to center frequency [174]
given by

B BW lOd B 2 (fh - /l)
f = (fh + /l) /2 'J» + fl) , (23)

where fh and h are the highest and lowest cutoff frequencies (at the -10 dB point)
of the spectrum. For RF signals , B f > 20% is considered ultra-wide band. However
for optical communications signals, the spectrum of the RF drive spectrum typically
has B f > rv200% as shown in Fig. 9. For such broadband signals, a more relevant
parameter is the high-low bandwidth ratio,

(24)

For a pseudo-random bit sequence (PRBS) of 10 Gbps NRZ-OOK waveforms,
Br extends from a practical lower bound of rv10kHz to rv10 GHz, or six decades . In
contrast, the spectra for M -PPM waveforms operating at the same data rate span less
than two decades, reducing B; by over 4 orders of magnitude , despite having more
high-frequency content (Fig. 9).

This relaxes the performance requirements on wide-band electronic amplifiers and
drivers . In addition, since the longest string ofconsecutive I 's is two (from two adjacent
PPM symbols) , pattern-dependencies in transmit and receive hardware are reduced ,
making it easier to generate and receive high-quality waveforms. These benefits can
also extend to the ultra-high -speed domain , where the reduced pattern dependence
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Fig. 9. Calculated spectra forsquare waveforms used inOOK and 2-PPM,4-PPM, and 16-PPM
modulation forwith a fixed 100psec pulse width [175). The M -PPM waveforms have a smaller
fractional-bandwidth (B f) and asignificantly smaller bandwidth ratio, tB; = !h / fd than OOK.
For theOOK spectrumjj is set to 10 kHz, which is a common low-frequency specification for
applicable broad-band electronics. Note that for a constant data rate, the M -PPM spectra are
broadened bya factor of M / log2 (M), which increases BW lOdB but doesnotimpact B«

has improved the performanceof all-optical demultiplexers [163,176] . M-PPM also
benefits from the sequential nature of the symbol set, whichenables a single-chainof
drive electronics and associated filters to generate and receive the complete symbol
set. This simplifies and improves decision process, since it is easier to make a fair
comparison of the M -samples within a symbol to determine which is the largest.

2.2.1.6. M-ary Frequency-Shift Keying (M-FSK)

The FSK symbol set consistsof M frequencies or wavelengths and like PPM, conveys
k = log., (M) bitsof information per symbol(Fig . 7d).SinceFSKtransmitsa different
frequency for each symbol, modulation bandwidth and associated transmit/receive
electronic bandwidth requirements are actually less than or equal to the data rate:

Ro a t a
B E(M-FSK) = -IM = R sym(M- FSK ) .

og2

The bandwidth expansion in M -FSK instead comes from the spread of M­
frequenciesused, whichgenerally requiresa parallel M -channelreceiverdesign.This
adds some complexityover the serially generated and receivedPPM waveformsmen­
tioned above, since any imbalances in power or waveform fidelity in the M TX or
RX parallel channels can degrade performance. As with DPSK, FSK waveforms can
have a 100% duty cycle, making it well suited for use with average or peak power­
limited transmitters. It can be implemented using a single frequency-modulated (FM)
source with binary- [162,177-179] or M-ary modulation [160,180], or using external
modulation and subcarriermultiplexing(SCM) [181,182]. These approachesgenerally
require relatively tight wavelength spacing due to transmitter or receiver limitations
[161]. However, with the use of independently-modulated wavelength-multiplexed­
sources, or fast-tunable wideband DBR sources [180], arbitrarily wide wavelength
spacing can be used. For parallel TX and RX designs, the duty-cycle per channel is
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roughly 11M, assumingall symbolsare equally likely, which leads to a similar reduc­
tion in the bandwidth-ratio and associated benefits that were described for M -PPM
above.

2.2.1.7. Polarization-Shift-Keying (PoISK)

Binary-polarization-shift keying(2-PoISK) [183] can be used to extendthe symbolset
in the M -ary orthogonal formats describedabove by a bit (one bit per symbol), i.e.,
M -+ 2M and k -+ k + 1, without increasing peak power or electrical bandwidth
requirements per channel. The PolSK symbols encode binary information in two­
orthogonalpolarization bases, such as left and right-hand-circular polarizations or "s"
and "p" linear polarizations, which can be implemented using combinations of phase
modulatorandparallelintensitymodulators [184]. The performance ofgeneralizedM­
PolSK has recently been evaluated for hybrid combinations with M -FSK [185] and
multidifferential phase(DPSK)andamplitudemodulation (ASK)[186,187] . However,
foroptimalsensitivity, anorthogonal M -arysignalsetasdefinedin Eq. (12) is required.
LikeFSK and DPSK,PolSK is well suited for use with averageor peak powerlimited
transmitters, sinceit can operate witha 100% duty cycle.Furtherdiscussionof hybrid­
modulation formats, performance, and implementation benefits is givenin section5.3.

2.3. Comparison ofRF and Optical Properties

Until this point, the descriptionof the EM field has been qualitative. However, there
are manydistinguishing characteristics between the RF carrier and the optical carrier
that becomeapparentas the specificwavelengths are compared.A summary of values
for a I-em microwave carrier and a l-um optical carrier at the same power level is
shownin Table I .

Table 1. Comparison of I cm RF and Ipm optical carrier characteristics.

Microwave-RF Optical Units
>. 1.0 x 10 2 1.0 x 10 6 m
v 3.0 x 1010 3.0 X 1014 Hz
tu/ 2.0 X 10-23 2.0 X 10- 19 J
Power 1.0 x 10-9 1.0 X 10-9 W

rph 5.0 x 1013 5.0 X 109 Photons/s
r ph x 10-9 5.0 X 104 5.0 Photons/ns
rph X 10- 10 5.0 X 103 0.5 PhotonS/100ps

2.3.1. Diffraction

The factor of 10,000 betweenRF and optical wavelength leads to a substantial differ­
ence (108 or 80 dB) in free-space (vacuum) diffraction loss estimatedin Eq. (6). Since
diffraction loss increaseswith the square of the link distance-wavelength product, for
equalTX and RXareas, the opticalcarriercan propagate a factorof 10,000furtherbe­
fore incurringthe same loss,a primaryreason forconsidering opticalcommunications
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for ultra-long-haul free-space communications. The optical signal is much is more
directional and concentrated in the far field, delivering more signal to the target RX.
But it does this at the expense of more challenging PAT, in contrast with RF systems
which are more omni-directional.

The propagation losses in free-space grow as the square of the distance [see Eq.
(6)] in contrast with fiber, in which the losses are exponential. The link loss for 12%,
100%, and 1000% free-space distance multipliers are 1,6, and 20 dB, respectively. The
channel loss for some potential planetary links, relative to an Earth to geosynchronous
orbit link), are shown in Table 2 below. To highlight the difference between square-law
diffraction and exponential losses, a link from Earth to Mars connected using low loss
fiber with attenuation coefficient 0.2 dBlkm would result in a loss of 80 million dB
[104].

Table2. Approximate maximum distance from Earth and relative diffraction loss for free-space
propagation between the Earth and geosynchronous orbit, the Moon, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn.

Orbit Distance [km] Relative Channel Loss [dB)

Geo 40,000 0
Moon 400,000 20
Mars 400,000,000 80

Jupiter 1,000,000,000 88
Saturn 1,600,000,000 92

Note that while pointing, acquisition, and tracking (PAT) is outside the scope of
this paper, the TX and RX design can greatly facilitate PATfunctionality. For example,
prior to acquisition, the received SNR is generally poor due to low signal strength and
since the benefits of filtering may need to be established. Such filtering may occur in
several independent domains, e.g., spatial, temporal, spectral, and polarization; and
acquisition or alignment in each may be necessary in order to acquire the link. Since
the spatial acquisition generally poses the most fundamental challenge and time to
acquire in FSO systems , streamlining acquisition or alignment in the other domains
by providing fast clock recovery [188] recombined with stable TX polarization and
wavelength that can be quickly aligned with the RX, can greatly expedite the overall
acquisition process. PATcan also be simplified by increasing the number of RX spatial
modes [1,2,47,189], by reducing tracking requirements and/or sensitivity to platform
jitter, although this generally comes at the cost of increased RX noise.

2.3.2. Optical Detection

In contrast with RF electronics and detectors, which can directly detect the EM fieldand
generally have bandwidths exceeding that of the carrier frequency, optical detectors are
generally "square law detectors" with functional bandwidth s that are a small fraction
of the carrier frequency [190]. This means output is proportional to the square of the
field, (proportional to the power intensity), with little direct dependence on optical
phase, frequency, or polarization. Optical detectors can be extremely high speed, with
bandwidths from DC to > 50 GHz. Because of optical detector bandwidth limitations,
practical detectors have a response time which is generally much slower than the
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<femrosecond (l0-15S) period of the optical field, so these detectors respond to the
time average square of the field. The detectable low-frequency optical power is given
by

(26)

where the time average of (cos 2
()) = ~. In high-speed designs, Zo is typically son

in order to match RF waveguide impedance to minimize reflections.
In view of the intensity or power dependent response of optical detectors, the most

commonly used optical modulation formats use intensity-modulated direct-detection
(1M-DO) modulations. An example on-off-keying (OaK), in which the information
is encoded by the presence (a logical "1") or absence (a logical "0") of the op­
tical signal. In order to provide access to the phase, frequency or polarity of the
electric field, more complex receivers which employ optical preprocessors are re­
quired . Preprocessors include wavelength dependent filters, interferometers, polar­
ization beam splitters, and coherent measurements enable measurement of the elec­
tric field [153,157,160,161 ,179,191-195]. Further discussion of detector technologies,
performance, and impact of noise sources is given in sections 2.3.5-2.3.7 and 4.

2.3.3. Technology Limitations

For some of the same reasons that fiber-optic communications presently dominates
long-haul high-rate guided-wave applications, namely low channel losses and wide
available bandwidth (with little or no regulatory limitations), FSO communications has
a bright future. As summarized in Table 3 the technical advantages are considerable.
For instance, there are roughly 4 orders of magnitude more bandwidth accessible via
readily available WDM and ultra-wide-band, high-gain optical amplifiers. These opti­
cal technologies enable the trade of spectral-efficiency for improved photon-efficiency
(as suggested in section 1.1), while maintaining the ability for scalable high-rate com­
munications:

FSO terminals can also leverage robust wideband fiber-optic connectivity to permit
modular construction [46] that is insensitive to electromagnetic interference (EMI) .

On the other hand, RF technologies are generally more mature and have extensive
ability to integrate . In terms of average TX power efficiency, RF transmitters have a
",3 to 6 dB advantage over amplifier-based optical transmitters, although this deficit is
mitigated by the average-power-limited properties of optical amplifiers that enable the
flexible use of variable-duty-cycle waveforms without reducing TX efficiency. Free­
space RF communication is better suited for omnidirectional applications and provide
improved reliability for links where clouds may be a limitation, However, for long­
haul-high-rate free-space applications, especially space-based links, such benefits are
overshadowed by the many advantages of optical technologies summarized above. Ex­
ample link budgets in section 2.4, Table 4 based on fundamental carrier characteristics
and in section 5.5, Table 15 based on currently available technologies illustrate these
considerations.
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Table 3. Comparisonof RF and optical wavelength-dependent characteristics and technical lim­
itations. • Note other optical bands are available, e.g., 0.85, I and 1.3 /-lm. The table includes
referencesfor efficientopticalamplifiers at 1 /-lm [198,204), whicharegenerally>-1.5 to 2 times
more powerefficientthan their 1.5 /-lmcounterparts.

Parameter
Wavelength (frequency)
RX noise limitation [dBm/Hz]
Bandwidthlimitations

RF
'" 1 em, (30 GHz)
Thermal (KT =-174)
GovernmentRegulated
«30 GHz

Optical
1.5/-lm (200 THz)*,
Shot (hv = -159)
Unregulated
« 200 THz

State-of-the-art amplifiers
Gain
Bandwidth
NF
Transmitter Characteristics
Integrability
Modulation Formats
Efficiency (peak)
Efficiency (average)

10 dB 50 dB
'" 50 GHz '" 50 THz
5 dB 3 dB
Peak power limited Average power limited
Massive Limited
Sophisticated Basic
'" 50-80% (196) '" 5-20% [172,197-200)
'" 5%-46% [196,201-203] '" 5-13% ,21 % [172,197-200)

Waveguide Characteristics
Type
Bandwidth
Loss

Free-space channel characteristics
Diffraction Angle
Cloud penetration

Coax
'" 20 GHz
100dB/km

1O-2/D

Good

Fiber
'" 50 THz
0.2 dBlkm

1O-6/D

Poor

2.3.4. Average and Peak Power Limited Transmitters

RF transmitters are generally peak power limited, which means that there is an upper
limit on the peak output power they can deliver (e.g., a maximum voltage) . As a result,
in order for RF systems to deliver maximum average power (the relevant metric for
assessing communication performance), they need to operate with high >- 100% duty
cycles, which places limitations on the choice of modulation formats and waveforms.
Furthermore, in order to maintain maximum transmitted power and operate at multiple
rates, peak-power-limited systems need to alter the transmitted pulse width and shape
so that the high duty cycle is preserved . In order to maintain optimum communication
performance with this constraint, different receiver filters are necessary for each bit­
rate, increasing RX complexity.

In contrast, optical transmitters are typically average power limited, which means
that the average output power is independent of the transmitted waveform shape or
duty-cycle. This provides significant advantages over peak-power limited RF systems,
enabling optical communications systems to use aggressive pulse shaping techniques,
and variable-duty-cycle modulation formats that can approach optimal performance
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Fig. 10. Photodetection modeledas a fast noiseless idealphotoncountingdetectorthatgenerates
a streamofdetectioneventswhichforma discretecountN (t) that is a function of thephotonrate
r ph . detectionefficiency, and observation time-window describedbelow. The detected impulse
streamisthenfollowed byanelectricalfilterwithimpulseresponseh(t), thatconverts thedetected
eventsto a photocurrent.

over a wide range of rates while using simple high-sensitivity multi-rate receiverde­
signs [10-15]. This subject is discussedfurther in sections 3 and 5.

2.3.5. Quantum Noise Limitations

WhenconsideringRFandopticalquantumcharacteristics, thegranularity of thephoton
flux is much more noticeableat optical frequencies, with rate corresponding to

Rph = P/(hv) [photons/a], (27)

where P is the optical power in W,and hv is the photonenergy in Joules. For a large
numberof photons per observation interval, the shot noise is relatively small relative
to the average,and the photon flux appearscontinuous. However, for low photon flux,
the shot noise or graininess in the interarrival times becomes apparent, as illustrated
in Fig. 10. For the case of I nW of optical power and a lOO-ps observation window
in Table I, on average, only ~ a photon is detected, which means that statistically, no
photonsaredetectedin halftheobservations.Suchquantumfluctuations in thedetected
photoncounts, are fundamentally part of the optical signal, and therefore impose the
ultimate limitationon optical receiverperformance. This is in sharp contrast with RF
receivers, whichare typicallydominatedby thermal noise in the receiver. The impact
of quantum and thermal noise on communication performance is discussedin further
detail in references [20,121,127,190,205-207].

The statisticsof photonarrivalsforacoherentstate,e.g.,a lasersourceoperatingfar
above threshold, are Poisson [121,127] -with characteristics described in Eqs. (28)­
(32) and illustratedin Fig. II . The Poissondistribution in (28) gives the probability of
detecting n photonsin a time interval T given the average numberof photon arrivals
per interval is < n >= N av g :
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P[ IN ]
_ (Navg)n e- N avg

n avg - ,
n.

(n-Navg)2
e 2Navg

N-+large J21rNav g
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(28)

(31)

The right-hand expression in Eq. (28) is a discrete Gaussian approximation of the
Poisson distribution which is accurate for large Navg. As shown in Eq. (29), Navg
can be interpreted as the product of the rate of detected photons rph over observation
interval T ,

'rJP
Navg = rph T = hv T = 'rJP PB, (29)

where 'rJ is detection efficiency, P is incident optical power, hv is energy-per-photon,
and PPB is the incident number of photonslbit when Tis the bit period. For a Poisson
distribution, the mean number of photon arrivals during the observation window, m,
is equal to the variance, a 2

, as shown in Eqs. (30) and (31), which can be derived by
twice differentiating the Taylor expansion of eN [208].

~ ~ n (Navgt e- N avg

m = (n) = L- nP[n Is.; 1= L- ( )1 = Navg, (30)
o 0 n .

00 (N v:«:"2 « ())2) '\""" 2 avg e avg 2
ash = \ n - n = L- n , - Navg = Navg.

o n.

Accordingly, the SNR (in terms of received electrical power, proportional to de­
tected photocurrent squared), given by'

_ (n)2 m 2

SNR = (A 2) = -2- = Navg = 'rJPPB
,w.n ash

(32)

is also equal to the mean number ofphotons received. For the case where the observation
interval is one bit duration, Navg is equal to the number of photonslbit. As the mean
number increases. the Poisson distribution becomes more symmetric and converges
towards a Gaussian, also with equal mean and variance. While not noise free. the
statistics of laser light are relatively quiet when compared to single-mode thermal
light sources that follow Bose-Einstein statistics [121] shown also in Fig. II.

From Eq. (32), the SNR for a shot-noise-limited signal can be interpreted as having
a signal with Navg photons accompanied by I noise photon with energy lu/ Joules, or
equivalently with a noise power spectral density:

NShot(V) = hv [W1Hz], (33)

the shot noise power in I Hz of observed bandwidth. For an observation bandwidth of
B Hz, the total shot noise power is

PShot(V) = hvB [W]. (34)

For an ideal noiseless photodetector, the continuous-time photocurrent i(t) gen­
erated by detecting a discrete photon stream is described by a random process with
mean (signal) and variance (noise):

1 Note that the SNR can alternatively be defined in terms of received electrical current or voltage rather than

power. This alternative definition. commonly used in photon counting applications. yields

SNR v == Mean/ v'Variance = JNav g .



134

0 .40

N.,vQ·1

0.30

'Ol I"-"'-l
~
.~ 0. 20

I
0 . 10

David O. Caplan

Coherent light: P[nl rT] =(rT)" e -rT
nl

r = m ean p h oton arrival rate In photons p er second
T = observation ti m e

N. w " = rT

Mean = N .'N9
V ari an ce =N .w Q

SNR = rvlean2Nariance = N.N'ljI

G3lJS.sbn Fit :
me3n . 50. Y.Ir . 50

lhwnnal l c,llt
(Bo$t'-8n~t."tt')

'-~. p. lnIN. I=(_1 J...!!.L J'
. ' '' .... ItN. l + N,

fb -50 ~"-v.Mean = N•. Var = N~

10 20 30 40 50

Counls per sample. n
60 70

Fig, 11, The discrete Poisson probability distribution function (PDF) gives the probability of
detecting n photons given a photon rate Rph and observation window T , or equivalently the
average number of photons in the interval N = RphT, shown for Navg = 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, and
50. Also shown are a Bose-Einstein PDF (representing the statistics of thermal light in a single
mode) with a mean of 50, and Gaussian PDF with mean and variance of 50 (m = (J'2 = 50) .

i avg(t) = (i(t)) = ~~ I: P(t)h(t - T)dT [amp], (35)

(36)a;h(t) = «(i(t) - i avg )2) = ~~ I: P(t)h
2(t

- T)dT

where h(t) is the impulse response of the filtered photocurrent with integrated area
normalized to a unit charge [20,127,208]. For example,given a photodetector with a
simple exponential electrical impulse response,

-tIT

h(t) = ~u(t) +------t H(J) = 1 ~ f '
T +J7fT

(37)

where T is the filtertimeconstantand u(t) is the unit step function, then withconstant
incident optical power P,

. TJq P d
Zavg = hv = rphq an

2 TJq (q) .
a sh = hv P 2T = 2qzav g Be . (38)

The far right-hand term in Eq. (38) is the well known general expressionfor the shot
noise power(in unitsof amps") associatedwith the averagephotocurrent, whereBe is
the noise equivalentpowerbandwidthof the electrical responseover which the noise
is observed, i.e.,
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(41)

B e = 1=(IH(J)12
/ H m ax ) df. (39)

For the case of the exponential filter in Eq. (37), B = 1/(47) . We can solve for
the quantum-limited SNR for direct detection by substituting Eq. (38) into Eq. (32),
yielding

m 2 ryP r ph
SNRDD = -2- = 2h B = 2B = r p h 7eff = Neff, (40)

17s h V e e

where 7eff is the effective integration time of the electronic response, equal to 27 in
the example above. Note the similarities with the expressions for photon count in Eqs.
(32) and (29) above. As with photon-counting, the direct-detected photocurrent SNR is
proportional to the average number of photons Neff received per effective observation
interval . For communications, this is often the number of received photons-per-bit,
which is reduced by any losses preceding detection . Examples of the impact of discrete
photon arrivals and the resulting shot noise generated in the received photocurrent as
a function of RX bandwidth are given in Fig. 12.

In practice, it is challenging to achieve quantum-limited performance due to the
presence of other noise sources such as thermal noise (section 2.3.7) and dark current,
effects that were neglected in the analysis above. Techniques of overcoming these
limitations are discussed in sections 4 and 5.

2.3.6. Quantum-limited Direct Detection (DD)

One of the simplest optical receivers is an On-off-keyed (OaK), direct detection re­
ceiver. With knowledge of the photon statistics, the impact of shot noise on opti­
cal communication performance can be readily observed and quantified for the ideal
intensity-modulation TX and direct-detection (IMlDD) photon-counting RX shown in
Fig. 13. On-off-intensity-modulated-photons from the transmitter representing a log­
ical "I" and no-photons (e.g., perfect modulation extinction) representing a logical
"0" are received by a noiseless photon-counting receiver, (i.e., a Geiger Mode pho­
ton counting detector with no dark counts, after pulsing [30-32,209,210] background
noise, or other parasitics such as timing jitter and inter-symbol-interference (lSI)).

Without background noise, the optimum decision rule is: if no photons are detected,
assume that data D = "0" was sent; and if photons were detected ( D=" I" ), assume that
D = " I" was sent. For these rules, bit errors only occur if a photon is not detected, e.g.,
D= "0" when D = "I" was sent, which is an "erasure" error. The photon-counting
OaK probability of bit error is given by

PBE(OOK) = P[D = O]P[D = liD = 0] + P[D = I]P[D = OlD = 1]

I p [ OIN] 1 - r h T 1 -2N= 2" n = = 2"e p = 2" e av
g

,

where the number of photons during the observation interval (N) when a "I " is re­
ceived is twice the average number received (N = 2Nav g ) , which is true for equal
probabilities of transmitting "0" or "!" data. From Eq. (41), the 10- 9 BER is achieved
for Nav g =10 photonslbit and corresponds to the "quantum limit" for the ideal IM-DD
photon counting OaK, since the only limiting noise source is signal shot noise.

A similar analysis can be performed for ideal photon counting binary PPM, in
which each symbol is determined by the location of the optical pulse, with "0" corre­
sponding to photons detected in the first half of the symbol and "I " from the second
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Fig. 12. Photocurrent and shot noise. The granularity of a stream of photons and the resulting
variance in the signal is shown as a function of the effective receiver filter bandwidth Be, where
Be =1/4T for the low-pass filter described in Eq. (37). (a) A discreate Poisson impulse stream of
photons with arrival rate Tph= I photon/so (bj-td) left show the continuous-time photocurrent as
filter bandwidth Be is reduced two orders of magnitude from 25 to 0.025 Hz, and (bj-Id) right
show the corresponding probability distribution functions (PDFs) of the received photocurrent
for each filter bandwidth. The SNR improves as the bandwidth decreases or equivalently as the
filter integration time increase s. But even with significant filtering in which multiple photons are
detected within the filter time constant, the (shot) noise added by the random arrival of discrete
photons is apparent. Note that for simplicity , the units of photocurrent have been normalized per
unit charge .

half. Bit errors in this ideal photon-counting system only occur when no photons are
received. In this case, a "coin flip" is used to decide (arbitrarily) which slot is the
winner (since both slots are identically zero in the ideal noiseless case) [163,211]. The
coin flip gives the correct answer 4the time, yielding

P I -r IIT/2 1 -Na v g
BE(2 P PM) = - e P = - e- 2 2 ' (42)

This is similar to the OOK result but note the factor of 4in the exponent that
comes from the fact that the number of photons during any observation interval (either
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Fig. 13. Ideal photon-counting OOK TX and RX.

"0" or "I") is the same and equal to the average number received (N = N av g ) . Thus,
the quantum-limited photon counting sensitivity for 2-PPM is Nav g=20 photons/bit
at 10- 9 HER.

Extending the binary case to M -ary PPM, in which each symbol is divided into M
positions (slots) and carries log2(M) bits per symbol, the probability of error within
a symbol is

Po ( M- l ) -Navg
SE (M - P PM ) = ~ e , (43)

where the coefficient term is the (uniform) probability of symbol error when no photons
are received [211], and the exponential term is the probability of detecting no photons.

Substituting Eq. (16) into Eq. (43) and accounting for the number of bits per
symbol, yields the general expression for ideal photon-counting M -PPM:

P 1 -Navg log2 M = ~ e-Navgk
BE(M -PPM) = '2 e 2 (44)

As M increases, the PPB required to achieve a particular BER is reduced by
loG2M, the number of bits per symbol, which can extend to arbitrarily low values in
theory without additional coding. However, as noted by Yamamoto and Haus [27,28],
a practical theoretical limit of ", 0.02 PPB would ultimately be imposed by the ratio of
photon to thermal noise energy. In practice, photon-counting receivers are not ideal,
having parasitic effects such as dark counts, after pulsing, timing jitter, and limited
bandwidth [1,2,30-32,209,210], which impose additional constraints on performance.
Furthermore, background noise and transmitter imperfections can further degrade re­
ceiver performance [21,212].

To illustrate this point, given a TX with imperfect modulation extinction (ER =
power off/power on) , the probability of bit-error PBS for the OOK photon -counting
expression in Eq. (41) becomes

PBE( OOK ,E R) = P[D = OlD = 1] + P[D = liD = 0]
1 1

= '2 P[n = OIN] + '2P[n > 0IN · ER]

1 1
= '2 P[n = OIN] + '2 (I-P[n = 0IN · ER])

= ~ ( e-(2Navg-Navg ER) + 1- e - Navg E R ) . (45)
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Fig. 14. Photon-counting OOK BERcurves for varying TX extinction ratio (ER).

The (l_e- NavgER) term is the modulator seepage penalty due to the NavgER
(signal-dependent) background noise photons that arrive during the "Os". As shown
in Fig. 14, the background noise resulting from the imperfect ER imposes an error
floor that is a few times higher than the ER, (i.e., a 1O-3ER

:::}rv 2 X 10-3 error
floor). The error rate continues to worsen as the signal is increased since the optimum
threshold is a function of the signal dependent "0" noise, not zero as assumed in Eq.
(45). This illustrates a potential limitation of photon-counting using this approach in
the presence of background noise, and the need for powerful FEC[42,213] that can
generate error-free performance with input error-rates of rv 10-2[33,214] to overcome
such limitations:

N~vg1 -
PBE(2-PPM) = 2 e 4 Nb , (Navg « Nb).

Binary PPM is similarly impacted by the presence of background-noise photons,
although an adaptable decision can be easily implemented by comparing the first-half
and second-half of the symbol. For the case where the background Ni. is much larger
than the signal, the BER expression becomes [212].

For average power limited transmitters, extending the modulation format to M­
PPM is a technique for overcoming background noise (improving SNR) without in­
creasing the average power. As shown in Fig. 15, both OOK and 8-PPM waveforms
have the same average power, the peak of the OOK waveform is ~ the background,
whereas the peak of the 8-PPM waveform is twice the background, making it easier to
distinguish (improving the SNR over the observation window), while conveying more
information (3-bits per symbol), at 1.5 times the bit-rate . A more detailed discussion
of M -PPM and other orthogonal formats is given in section 5.3.

2.3.7. Thermal Noise

There are two fundamental noise limitations in RF communications systems . One is
thermal noise in the receiver, which is due to the temperature-dependent random­
thermal -motion of charge carriers in resistive elements. This is often referred to as
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Fig. 15. On-off-keyed (OaK) and 8-ary Pulse Position Modulation (8-PPM) waveforms are
shown for the same average power (Pavg ) and background noise level. For a given average
power, the peak power of the 1'.1-PPM waveform increases with m, improving the ability to
distinguish the.signal fromthe noise.

Johnson-Nyquist noise after Johnson [215], who first measured thermal noise in con­
ductors, and Nyqui st [216], who derived a theoretical expression to fit Johnson's mea­
surements in 1928. The available thermal noise power spectral density delivered to a
matched load can be described by [216,217]

hv
N th(v,T) = h v /k T 1 ---+ ~ kBT [W1Hz], (47)e B - v <lOOGHz

where kB is Boltzmann's constant (1.38 x 10- 23 J/K), T is temperature of the resister
in Kelvin, and the approximation kBT = -174 dBmlHz at room temperature. Note
that in contrast with shot noise, thermal noise is dependent on temperature, and for
practical bandwidths « rv 100 GHz), is independent of signal power or wavelength.
(See [20,156,218] for additional detail.)

The second noise source is received thermal blackbody background radiation,
which is also described by Eq. (47) for a single mode and polarization, where T in this
case is the average temperature within the field-of-view of the rece iver. This shared
expression for the two thermal noise sources arises from the fact that the resistive
thermal noise can be viewed as the blackbody radiation emitted into a single mode.
The contributions from these two thermal noise sources can be combined in a single
effective temperature

u« = TRX + nb. (48)

The general expression for noise density that incorporates both thermal and shot
noise is given by [217]

hv
N(v,Teff) = Nth (v, Teff) + NShot(V) = h /k T 1 +hv [W/Hz], (49)e v B err -

which is plotted in Fig. 16 for a receiver operating at four effective temperatures,
6000K (sun) [47,219] , 290K (room temperature), 17K (liquid Nitrogen), and 2K (liquid
Helium) .
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lower), temperature dependent thermal noise dominates. Adaptedfrom S.B. Alexander [201 .

Note that at 1.5 j.tm wavelengths, the shot noise dominated noise density, N sho t ,

is -159 dBmlHz, 15 dB larger than the thermal noise component at room temperature.
Expanding on an example by Alexander [20], consider the fundamental noise

limitations ofa 30-GHz (,\=1ern) microwave and a 300- THz (,\= I j.tm)optical receiver,
both with I GHz bandwidth operating at operating in room temperature (290K), looking
into deep space with a conservative estimate of background temperature of70K [220].
Thermal noise dominates the RF receiver with a noise power of

Pth = kBTeffB = (1.38 x 10- 23)(360)(1 x 109
) = 5 X 10-12 W = -113 dBW,

(50)
whereas quantum noise dominates the optical receiver with a noise power of

P shot = hvB = (6.63 x 10-34 )( 3 x 1014)(1 x 109
) = 2 X 10- 10 W = -97 dBW.

(51)
Thus the RF receiver limited by thermal noise can be be 40 times (16 dB) more

sensitive than the shot-noise limited optical receiver, and this advantage can potentially
be increased to 200x and ",,2000x by lowering the effective temperature of the RF
receiver to 17K (using LN2) or "-'8K, respectively . Note that in order to achieve the
full limits of RX cooling, it must be looking directly into deep space (without channel
loss), where the blackbody contribution to the effective background temperature is ,,-,4K
[220,221]. It is important to take into account such factors when making comparisons
between RF and optical link designs, especially when nearly ideal superconducting
photon-counting detectors [33,34,210,222] are considered.
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This illustration highlights some additional benefits of free-space optical receivers
over RF receivers-they can be much less sensitive to background noise, potentially
allowing for a wider range of use. By using, for example , a super-cooled optical
receiver including a narrow-band optical filter, thermal noise can be virtually eliminated
from the receiver, since the incoming blackbody radiation at optical frequencies is
significantly lower than that of shot noise for practical operational temperatures (i.e.,
nb < 3OOK). Even when pointing directly at the sun, where nb =",,6000K (assuming
the telescope doesn't melt), the blackbody noise is still "" to dB lower than the shot
noise (at I ILm)2 for a single-mode receiver (single spatial-temporal and polarization
mode), degrading a shot-noise limited signal by only ",,0.5 dB (see [47,223] fordetailed
analysis of background radiation and its impact on free-space optical links). On the
other hand, for an RF receiver, this would degrade performance in excess of 13 dB.
This illustrates potential benefits of using true single-mode optical receivers. While
coupling into a single spatial mode can be more challenging, the reduced background
due to strong spatial-filtering and available low-loss matched spectral filters can enable
operation that is insensitive to background noise levels.

2.4. Example Sensitivities and Link Budget

Based on the fundamental noise limitations described above, Table 4 shows a rudimen­
tary link budget comparing Optical and RF free-space performance over a 40,000 km
link (e.g., distance to geosynchronous orbit) with the same transmit power-aperture
product.

Table 4. Comparisonof simplified FSOand RF link budgetsbasedon fundamental noise-limited
receiver sensitivities for a common I-GHz RX bandwidth (at room temperature), 0.3-m TX
antennadiameterand a 1.5-m RXantennadiameter, and 40,000 kmlinkdistance(Earth to GEO).
AdaptedfromS. Alexander(20).

Item A = 1 x 10 6 m A=3xIO 2 m Units
Transmitter
I) Avg.TX Power 0 0 dBW
2) TX Losses -2 0 dB

Channel
3) Space DiffractionLoss -41 -131 dB

Receiver
4) RX Loss -2 0 dB

Powerat Comm. Detector -57 - 131 dBW
RX Sensitivityat I Gbps -97 -114 dBW
Link Margin 50 -17 dB

Given these constraints, and some practical implementation considerations, the
overall optical link has a 67-dB advantage , largely attributed to the optical carrier

2 Note. at I ILm. the kT approximation no longer holds. and blackbody radiation needs to be calculated with

the exact expre ss ion on the left-hand side of Eq. (47) .
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size, and corresponding spectral, temporal, and spatial advantages. Furthermore, the
lOOOx bandwidth advantage of FSO systems, which can be used to scale data rates
or improve RX sensitivity [22], is not accounted for in the basic accounting in Table
4. A more detailed link analysis which incorporates realizable modulation and coding
performance suggested in Fig. I is given in section 5.5.

It's important to note that some of the RF deficit can be improved by increasing the
RF aperture, which is practically easier due to reduced wavefront quality requirements.
Also, RF systems usually have better transmitter efficiencies, providing another "'3­
7 dB benefit, but ",60 dB is still an enormous shortfall to overcome . For instance,
if both TX and RX aperture diameters were increased by a factor of ten, this would
improve the RF link by 40 dB, still leaving a factor of 100 (20 dB) deficit. Thus, the net
power efficiency advantage combined with the fundamental ability to efficiently scale
to higher data rates , make free-space laser communications a promising technology
for future long-haul communication links.

3. Transmitter Technologies

Factors that impact optical communication transmitter performance include the fol­
lowing: modulation bandwidth and extinction ratio, waveform generation and fidelity
(control of shape and parasitic chirp), average and peak output power, output po­
larization state, wavelength, spatial profile and perhaps most important, wall-plug
(electrical-to-optical conversion) efficiency (Joules required per photon transmitted).
In contrast with transmitters for fiber-optic networks, in which the average and peak
power that can be delivered over the fiber channel are generally limited by channel
nonlinearities, the FSO link has no such constraint. While there are power limitations
within the FSO transmitter, they are several orders of magnitude higher than those
used in fiber networks.

Present lasercom transmitter designs incorporating high-power optical amplifiers,
can reliably output in excess of lOW average and", I kW peak power in a single spatial
mode with little waveform distortion or power loss due to nonlinear spectral broadening
[21,198] with potential to increase to 100 kW levels [224] . The lack of dispersion over
the FSO channel allows for more flexibility in wavelength selection and greatly reduced
need for spectral efficiency. There are '" I0THz of optical bandwidth in 1.5 J.tm Erbium
band [92,93,126], and other bands are available for the FSO link such as 0.5 and 0.8
J.tm [81-83,98-10 I ,225],0.98 nm [226], 1.06 J.tm [1,2,223,227-230], 1.3 and 10.6 J.tm
[223]. While still subjected to practical availability and reliability constraints, the FSO
transmitter and receiver designer has considerable leeway in optimizing the overall
link efficiency,

1]link = 1]TX1]ch 1]RX [J /bit], (52)

the Joules-transmitted per bit-received. Here, 1]Tx is the transmitter (electrical to op­
tical) efficiency [J/photon], 1]ch is the net channel loss, and 1]RX is the net receiver
efficiency [photons/bit]. While the TX contribution 1]TX is accounted for explicitly in
the efficiency with which it can generate the photons, the TX indirectly influences chan ­
nel loss, which is wavelength dependent, and receiver sensitivity, which is dependent
upon modulation format and TX waveform fidelity.
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Present-day semiconductor lasers are robust, compact, efficient sources of coherent
light. For TeIcordia-qualified laser diodes [4,5], the mean-time-to-failure (MTTF) can
exceed 100 years ('" I x I06 h) [231]. A practical feature of semiconductor lasers is
that the output power can be directly modulated, at speeds approaching the relaxation
oscillation frequency [232,233], fRo , which is given by

(53)

where cln is the velocity of light in the semiconductor material, dgldN is the dif­
ferential gain, S is the photon density in the cavity, and Tph is the photon lifetime . At
output power levels of 10-25 mW, fRo can exceed e- I0 GHz, which is particularly
useful for subcarrier-multiplexing many narrow-band MHz class analog signals onto a
single laser source, a capability that is commonly used by the cable television (CATV)
industry [234,235] . However, for wide-band digital applications, direct modulation
rates are practically limited to lower values, e.g., a few GHz, by parasitic capacitance
in drive electronics or chirp-induced penalties [236].

As discussed in section I, one of the simplest forms ofdigital modulation is on-off­
keying (OaK), in which the logical information is imparted on the optical carrier by
switching the light on and off. While direct modulation is an easy means of applying the
intensity modulation suitable for OaK, there is a residual wavelength (or frequency)
modulation or chirp (d¢/dt) due to fast current density fluctuations and a slower
temperature dependence ofthe refractive index in the active layer which causes a shift
in the laser wavelength [233,237] . In fact, the fast change in laser frequency can be
used for directly generating FM waveforms [160,162, I77,178,180,238]. For the case
of large frequency deviations, the residual 1M due to current changes may need to
be compensated. This can be achieved via dynamic compensation in the time domain
[239] or relatively static gain/wavelength flattening in the frequency domain.

Chirp is often defined in terms of the o-parameter [240], which is the ratio of
amplitude modulation to phase modulation, where

0: = ~~ (.1 ~E) = ~~ ( IldI) ,
E dt 21 dt

(54)

and I, E and </>, are instantaneous intensity, field amplitude and phase.
The chirped-output waveforms from a direct-drive laser have a broadened spec­

trum, that can be much larger than the modulating signal spectrum, i.e., the waveforms
are not transform limited' (see, e.g., [236]). An example of a chirped waveform is
shown in the spectrogram in Fig. 17.

The spectrogram is measured using a time-resolved technique [241-244] with time
and frequency resolution of lOOpsec and 5 GHz, respectively . A direct-drive ",75 rnA
current pulse causes a ",20 GHz frequency shift in the laser center frequency, yielding
a fast wavelength tuning response ds ] di ac = - 280 MH7JmA. In addition, transient

3 The transfonn limit (or Fourier limit) , can be described as the minimum pulse duration which is possible
for a given optical spectrum of a pulse. A lransfonn-limited pulse has no chirp , a minimum time-bandwidth

product , and a spectrum that is the Fouier-Transfonn of the pulse envelope .
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Fig. 17, (a) Measured time-frequency spectrogram (top view) of a directly-driven DFB laser
biased at 25 rnA, about 5 rnA above the ",20 rnA threshold current. Contours represent lines of
constant power in dB, with the peak normalized to 0 dB. Due to the low bias current, the laser is
operating near threshold, yielding relatively good e- 13 dB ER (b) Measured input drive-current,
with ",400 ps pulse width and ",75 rnA peak current change . During fast current transitions,
spectral components are generated that far exceed the transform-limited waveform spectrum,
especially at the leading edge-which produces the characteristic 'h ' pattern above. This effect
grows along with timing jitter on the leading edge as the laser bias approaches the laser threshold .

spectral generation, especially during the leading edge in semiconductor lasers biased
near threshold, can be very wide band, exceeding 100 GHz. This leads to increased
dispersion penalties in fiber-optic links and can limit receiver sensitivity in nearly­
quantum-limited free-space links [245,246] . Furthermore, since chirp is a function
of modulation depth, communication links which employ direct modulation need to
balance conflicting extinction ratio and dispersion penalties .

In fiber-optic links, such considerations practically limit the extinction ratio (ER)
to rv 10 dB, which in tum can degrade RX sensitivity with rv3 dB penalties in pream­
plified RXs [see Eq. (64) in section 3.5.2], and limit modulation rates to less than
2.5 Gbps [233,247]. Since transmitter cost is generally a bigger concern than perfor­
mance in telecom applications, directly-modulated lasers have widely been used for
lower-rate « rv2.5 Gbps) links. But in FSO links, receiver sensitivity is often a design
driver, and due to the limitations noted, conventional direct modulation is generally not
considered the preferred approach. Channel capacity and bit-error-rate (BER) perfor­
mance are degraded significantly by poor ER and chirp-induced spectral broadening,
which increases the mismatch penalty between the TX signal and RX filter, a subject
discussed in more detail in section 5.1.

3.1.1. Spectral Shaping

Direct-drive laser chirp and extinction ratio characteristics can be modified via sub­
sequent optical filtering, a process that converts the frequency-shifted laser output to
intensity modulated waveforms. When followed by an average power limited ampli­
fier, this combination can beused as a power efficient source of high-fidelity transmit
waveforms [10] despite the loss of the filter (see section 3.5.5). Reduced chirp and
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Fig. 18. Measured time-frequency spectrogram (oblique view) of a directly-driven DFB laser
biased at 75 rnA, with a ",20 rnA thresholdcurrent. Time and frequency resolution are approx­
imately 100 ps and 5 GHz, respectively. The response to a I-ns, ",75-mA current pulse starting
at time=O, increases output power by 2.4 times (",4 dB) and shifts the laser center frequency by
20 GHz.

improved ",13 to 14 dB ER have been demonstrated using this approach [244,248].
More recently, direct-drive chirp-managed lasers (CMLs) [249], which incorporate pe­
riodic filters into the laser package, have demonstrated impressive 10 Gbps long-haul
fiber-communication performance without dispersion compensation [250,251] . Due to
the complex interaction of pulse shape, dispersion, nonlinearities, and power launched
over the fiber channel, these demonstrations showed better overall link performance
with poor ",8 dB ER. However, these results are contrary to the impact of ER over the
FSO channel, where good ER, generally > 30 dB is necessary to avoid performance
penalties, especially in low-duty-cycle applications.

With narrower optical filtering, however, these approaches show promise for
achieving low-chirp high-ER performance with compact power-efficient direct drive
lasers, especially when used in conjunction with a subsequent TX amplifier (a sub­
ject discussed further in section 3.5.5). As shown in the spectrogram in Fig. 18, the
(unfiltered) '" I ns laser output has a ",4 dB ER and a ",20 GHz of spectrum. After
narrow-band optical filtering, the ER is improved to ", 30 dB and the spectrum is re­
duced to ",5GHz. As the external optical filter spectrum approaches the match to the
desired signaling waveform, nearly transform-limited waveforms can be generated.

Another limitation with direct-drive laser modulation arises due to the non-uniform
FM response that results from competing thermal and carrier modulation effects
[238,241,252-256] that can lead to waveform distortion and pattern dependent er­
rors. This can be compensated by pre-equalization of the modulation signal with a
passive network in some cases [160,177,238]. However, this solution reduces the FM
response and consequently leads to increased drive requirements. Another means of
mitigating these effects is to limit the low-frequency drive content through pattern
coding/scrambling [160,162,248] , which can be achieved by driving the laser with
low-duty-cycle waveforms such M -ary PPM or FSK modulation formats (see Fig
9). In addition , for low-duty-cycle waveforms, directly-modulated DFB lasers can be
used in cascade with an external modulator and/or narrow-band optical filters to achieve
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time/frequency windowed direct modulation. This can be a power-efficient technique
to obtain high modulation extinction, while maintaining stable wavelength and near­
chirp-free waveforms during transmission, a subject discussed further in section 3.5.2.

3.2. Semiconductor Laser Structures

There are several semiconductor laser design structures that are commonly available
today. Fabry-Perot lasers have the simplest structure, but usually output multiple lon­
gitudinal (frequency) lasing modes, and therefore, are not well suited as signal sources
for high-performance FSO links. But they are well suited as pump laser sources for
commonly used Erbium-doped fiber amplifiers (EDFAs), Ytterbium-doped fiber am­
plifiers (YDFAs) and codoped Er:Yb EYDFAs. Here the increased spectral bandwidth
is not a liability owing to broad absorption bands in the gain media [126] and since
the effective reduction in spectral density lowers the risk of SBS penalties [110, III] .
In order to provide some spectral selectivity and stability, Fabry-Perot-based pump
lasers are often used in conjunction with narrow-band reflectors that are part of the
laser cavity, or external stabilization filters such fiber-Bragg-grating (FBG) reflectors
[257-259] to provide feedback that efficiently lock the center of the lasing spectrum
(composed of 5 to 10 frequency modes) to that of the FBG.

Semiconductor lasers with integrated distributed Bragg reflectors (DBR) have
been used to provide agile, tunable, single lasing modes in simultaneous time-division­
multiplexed and frequency-division-multiplexed (TDMlFDM) digital communications
[180,260]. In such lasers, great care needs to be taken in the control of the drive current
and chip temperature in order to provide accurate and stable wavelength control to
prevent mode-hopping. The use of such tunable sources is gaining traction in the
telecom industry for flexible reconfigurable WDM networks, and especially since a
single widely tunable laser could be used as a spare for any other channel.

For stable single-frequency operation , distributed-feedback (DFB) lasers are most
commonly used throughout the telecom industry. A representative COTS DFB laser
is shown in Fig. 19. The DFB laser has an index grating written into the gain medium
which allows for only one lasing frequency mode within the gain-bandwidth of the
laser. This typically provides a side-mode-suppression ratio (SMSR) exceeding rv45
dB, which precludes mode-hopping to other Fabry-Perot resonances. The DFB laser
linewidth (Llv) is a function of output power and can be influenced by external reflec­
tions [233,261-263]. Typically Llv <rv I MHz for well-isolated 20 mW DFB lasers,
making them well suited for DPSK communication rates exceeding rv I Gbps (see sec­
tion 5.2), since coherence length penalties are incurred as the laser linewidth exceeds
rv I% of the bit rate" [264].

4 Linewidth penalties for DPSK are negligible when the interference between the differential bits is complete.

This occurs when the coherence time of the signal is sufficiently long, i.e., T c » T d , where the laser

coherence time Tc= II Llv, and Td, is the time delay between the differentially encoded bits. This ensures
that coherent interference is achieved over the entire bit duration . Typically, DPSK data are encoded using

adjacent bits, so that Td =Tb, the bit period, with bit rateR= II Tb. However, DPSK data can be differentially

encoded with a multiple -bit delay, e.g., Td = mTb, where m is a positive integer. For this general case
Iinewidth penalties are avoided when R » mLlv, and thus, multi-bit differential-encoding imposes
stricter linewidth requirements.
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Fig.19. Typical semiconductor DFB lasers come packaged ina 14-pin butterfly package with
built-in thermo-electric cooler (TEC) and thermister for temperature control, and an internal
optical isolator for increased stability. Since most external modulators requirea polarized input,
DFBs often come with polarization maintaining (PM) output fiber. In applications where tight
wavelength stability is required, an internal etalon andmonitor diode canbe included within the
package toprovide anindependent measure of wavelength that canprovide sub-GHz wavelength
stability when combined with external feedback [265).

3.3. Laser Wavelength Control

For optimum communicationperformance,narrowoptical receiverfilters that are well
matched to the transmit signal spectrum are used (see section 5), requiring precise
wavelength alignment of TX signal and RX filters. This can achieved via RX track­
ing of the incoming signal, but this approach is not always desirable from the system
perspective.For instance, providingopen-loop TX and RX control speeds acquisition
and enables an FSO system to coast through fades, without having to re-acquire wave­
length. In WOM applications, tight control ofTX wavelengthis valuable for both FSO
and fiber-optic links, allowing for closer channel spacing, which improves spectral
efficiency and overall link capacity. Precise open-loop control of the transmitter sig­
nal wavelength can provide additional benefits in WOM-DPSK links by facilitating
acquisition and enabling cost-effectivemulti-channelOPSK receiverdesigns [266] as
discussed further in section 5.2.

The steady-state laser wavelength is dependent on the optical path length within
the lasercavity,which is a functionof both laser temperatureand averagedrivecurrent.
At 1.55 p,m, these relations are given by

d)" ::::: 0.1 nrn = 12.5 GH z
dT °C °C '

(55)

d)" ::::: 0.004 nrn = 0.5 GHz . (56)
didc rnA rnA

For a ± lOoe range with lO-bit control (corresponding to ±o.ol oe precision), the
typical OFB laser can be temperature tuned over a range of ± Inm (± 125 GHz at
1.55p,m) with ± 125 MHz resolution. Similar resolution can be obtained with current
control betterthan ±0.25 rnAas shown in Fig.20. Notethat the wavelengthdependence
on drive current is complex (see, e.g., [233,238,253,256]), having fast components
dependenton current density and slowercomponents that are a functionof carrier and
thermal diffusion resulting from current transients.
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Fig. 20. Steady-state DFB laser wavelength measurements as a function of drive current for
various temperature settings. The linear fits to the data yield a current dependence of d>'jdidc=
0.0035 nmlrnA or ",440 MHz/rnA and a temperature dependence of 0.14 ml°e. Note that this
value is of larger magnitude and opposite sign of the fast wavelength dependence on current
d>.jdiac = -280 MHz/rnA observed in Figs. 17 and 18.

Over the long term,Telcordia-qualified cars continuous-wave(CW) DFB lasers
have demonstrated sub-GHz wavelength stability and repeatability over years of op­
eration in the field. Precise temperatureand currentcontrol combinedwith occasional
feedback to correct for potential long term drifts in laser wavelength tuning charac­
teristics s>.(i , T), could enable >- I()() MHz class wavelength tuning over the ,....,25+
year life of the laser. Such characteristicsare useful since they allow for the option of
open-loop TX wavelength alignment to RX filters, a capability which is particularly
desirablefor FSOlinks,especiallythoseemployingRX interferometers (e.g.,DPSK­
see section 5.2), where the need for spectral acquisitionand trackingcan significantly
increase overall acquisition times.

The cost of DFB laser wavelength tunability includes two digital-to-analog con­
verters (DACs) for adjustablecurrent and temperaturecontrol, a feedbackmechanism
(e.g., a wave meter) to correct for long-termdrifts, and the electrical powerneeded to
drive the TECs to maintain a stable temperature. However, most applications require
some degreeoflaser wavelength control,especiallythoseemployingDWDM, so some
form of fixed current and temperaturecontrol is implementedanyway. The only addi­
tional cost for tunability becomes the additional DACsand the feedback mechanism.
In addition to using calibrated current and temperature to control DFB laser wave­
length, integratedetalon-based wavelength monitorsare commerciallyavailablewith
Telcordiaqualification [5], providingcompact, reliable, locally-resident sub-GHz res­
olution feedbackthatcan be used to align the laserwavelength overa 20+year lifetime
[231.265]. In some cases, the feedback informationon laser wavelength (and power)
can be remotely located, for instanceat the receiveterminal,and periodically be com­
municated back to the laser control via low-bandwidth back channel [266-268] (see
section 5.2.2).
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Fig. 21. TEC current versus ambient temperature for several drive currents while the laser is
fixedat 2S°C. The measuredlinearfitsover the ± ISoC rangecorrespond to a TEC currentslope
diJ1c :::::: 12 rnA/oC and d~rL~c :::::: 0.4 rnA/rnA. The 'zero-TEC-current' temperature is about

IS°C.

As shown Fig. 21, The TEC power can be minimized if the laser is selected to
output the desired wavelength near the 'zero-TEC-current' point, which is rv15°C in
this case. The TEC current required to change the laser temperature , or equivalently,
compensate for fluctuations in the ambient, is rv12 mN°C. Over a range of drive
currents, at 15°C ± 5°C ambient temperature, the TEC current is bounded by about
100 rnA, which for a 3-V power supply limits the power requirement to < 300 mW.
If power is not a driver in the design, TECs can be used to stabilize to temperature
differentials up to rv40°C, although this may consume several watts of power. Note
that the zero-TEC-current ambient temperature is about lOoC below the set point for
the laser in Fig. 21, due to self heating from the laser drive current. This differential is
typically in the range of 5°C to 10°C, dependent on the optical-electrical conversion
efficiency of the laser.

3.4. Cavity-Dumped and Q-Switched Lasers

Cavity-dumped and Q-switched laser sources are capable of efficiently generating
extremely high peak-power levels (e.g., tens of MW), and are especially useful for
generating periodic pulse streams, used in Laser Radar (LADAR) and Laser Imaging
Detection and Ranging (LIDAR) applications [269-273]. However, they are not partie-
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Fig. 22. Masteroscillatorpoweramplifier(MaPA) transmitter, consistingof a modulated laser
source followed by a poweramplifier. For high-rate applications, the MaPA is often usesa CW
laser sourceand externalmodulation.

ularly well suited for high-sensitivity laser communications due to limited bandwidth
and modulation options , difficulty in pulse shaping for optimized receiver sensitivity,
and timing jitter [227], all of which tend to degrade communications performance. For
these reasons, the MOPA transmitter discussed in the next sSection is most commonly
used for high-rate-high-sensitivity communications applications.

3.5. Master Oscillator Power Amplifier (MOPA)

The Master Oscillator Power Amplifier (MOPA) transmitter shown in Fig. 22 is a
flexible and scalable approach, compatible with both TDM and WDM communications
at Mbit/s rates to tens of Gbit/s and beyond.

The MOPA design can be modular, allowing for a more flexible choice of wave­
forms, and independent design and optimization of the laser, modulator, and power
amplifier. The design is commonly used for high rate optical communications in the
telecom industry and is well suited for free-space lasercom platforms, where high­
fidelity waveforms are required .

3.5.1. Modulation

As discussed in detail in section 3.1, direct-modulation of laser current can be used
as a relatively simple method of generating a modulated optical signal at low rates. In
order to transmit at high rates (e.g., 10 or 40 Gbps) or use more sophisticated mod­
ulation formats with carefully tailored pulse shapes (e.g., M-PPM, RZ-DPSK, etc.),
external modulators that can generate nearly transform-limited chirp-free waveforms
are generally used. Two kinds of modulators are commonly used for high-rate inten­
sity modulation : Mach-Zehnder modulators (MZMs), which are interferometric based
devices ; and semiconductor-based electro-absorption modulators (EAMs) (see, e.g.,
[274-277]). EAMs are compact, offer ease of integration with other elements such
as lasers and semiconductor optical amplifiers (SOAs), and can be cost-effective for
wide-band intensity modulation transmitters. While EAMs are usually very wide band,
they can introduce parasitic chirp, and often have high-loss (5-10 dB) and poor ex­
tinction at practical drive voltages. Therefore EAMs are generally not the first choice
for use in high-sensitiv ity FSO applications.

MZMs on the other hand, are extremely versatile wide-band devices, able to mod­
ulate both intensity and phase at rates exceeding 40 Gbps. They also can be used to
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generate a controlledamountof chirp dependingupon the MZM design [240], which
can be used to pre-compensate for the effects of dispersion [278-280]. In addition,
MZMs can be used to make high-rate high-fidelity pulse-carved return-to-zero (RZ)
waveforms that facilitate optimized (nearly matched) receiver design (see section S)
commonlyused in series with data-modulatingMZMs. For these reasons, MZMs are
commonlyused in high-performance fiber-optic and FSO links.

3.S.2. Mach-Zehnder Modulator(MZM)

The Mach-Zehnder interferometer structure (Fig. 23) named after its two inventors''
[281,282] is commonlyused in many opticaldevicesincluding modulators, DPSK re­
ceivers, and wavelength interleavers.ActiveMZMsare mostoften fabricated in lithium
niobate (LiN03) waveguides (see, e.g., [283-290]).Toimprovefabrication yields,they
are typicallyconstructedfrom y-junctioncouplers so that there is usually only single
input (Ein 1 ) and output ports (Eo llt 1)-with the secondary input and output ports be­
ing unguidedwaste ports. MZMsare also fabricated in semiconductormaterialssuch
as GaAs [143], InP [29 I ,292], Si [293,294], and optical polymers [29S] . For ultra-fast
applications, nonlinearinterferometric switchesconstructedfrom fibers, semiconduc­
tor optical amplifiers, and other nonlinear materials [296-302], have demonstrated
100 GHz class all-optical logic, wavelength conversion, and clock-recovery. Non­
interferometric switching has also been demonstrated using self-phase modulation
(SPM) and four-wave-mixing (FWM) [303-30S] nonlinearprocesses.

The basic MZM geometry is shown in Fig. 23, composedof two directionalcou­
plers (ideally SO/SO), the first splitting an incident electric field (e.g., Eind into two
equal top and bottom propagating waves.

The two fields are then recombined in the second SO/SO splitterafter experiencing
controlled phase delays <Ptop and <Pbottom . The two outputs (Eout, and EoUt2) are
determinedby the coherentaddition(interference) of top and bottomfields incidenton
BS2.The interference isa function of theiramplitudes andrelativephase(11</> = </>top ­

</>bottom ) ' Chirp-free intensity modulation is achieved for balanced field amplitudes
when the MZM operates in push-pull mode, with </>top and </>bot to m having equal
magnitude and opposite sign [240], which removesall residual phase modulation.

The MZM time-domain field impulse responses are given in Eqs. (S7) and (S8)
for the two MZM outputs,

Eoutl(t) = v'R1R28(t + T/2) + v'T1T28(t - T/2)
1

= 2 [8(t + T/2) + 8(t - T/2)];deal' (S7)

Eout2(t) = v'R1T28(t + T/2) - v'T1R28(t - T/2)
1

= 2 [8(t + T/2) - 8(t - T/2)];deal' (S8)

where factors of constant phase have been dropped, and the ideal impulse responses
occur when BS1 and BS2 are SO/SO splitters, i.e., R 1R2 = T1T2 = 1/4 and R 1T2 =
T1R2 = 1/4. These correspond to the sum and difference of two delta functions

5 L. Mach and L. Zehnder independently invented in 1891/1892 what has becom e known as the Mach ­
Zehnder interferometer which could monitor changes in refractive index, and hence density, inco mpressible
gas flows
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Fig. 23. The basicstructurefor a Mach-Zehndermodulator consistsof twobeamsplitters 851,2
with intensity reflection and transmission coefficients R1,2 and T1,2, respectively. Ideally. the
851,2 are 50/50 splitters, i.e., R1,2 = T1 ,2= 50%. The phasedifference between the two arms:
.:1¢i = ¢itop - ¢ibottom. determines the output splitting ratio based on the constructive or
destructive interference of the top and bottom arms at 852 . For electro-optic MZMs, the phase
change is proportional to the applieddrive voltages Vt o p and Vbottorn '

separated by time difference r , In the frequency domain, the Mach-Zehnder outputs
are periodic sinusoids given in Eqs. (59) and (60):

EOut1(f) = (JR1R2ej-,r!T + JT1T2e-i1r!T) = cos(-rr!r)ideal, (59)

Eout2(f) = (JR1T2ei1r!T - JT1R2e -i1r!T) = sin(1I"!r) ideal. (60)

The sinusoidal MZM field and intensity transfer functions for EOuh(f) and
IOUtl (f) = IEOUtl (fW are shown in Fig. 24, and highlight many attractive fea­
tures. The voltage required to generate the 11" phase shift is referred to as the switching
voltage, V1r , and corresponds to the voltage required to go from an intensity transmis­
sion peak to a null. By biasing the modulator at the 50% transmission point (referred
to as the quadrature point), the MZM can generate intensity modulation (1M) wave­
forms when driven with a differential voltage LlV = ±V1r /2, as illustrated for the
superimposed OOK and PPM drive waveforms.

While it is not a requirement to operate the modulator from transmission null all the
way to the peak as shown, doing so maximizes the optical transmission and reduces the
impact of waveform distortion such as transient ringing on the input electrical signal.
This is due to the nonlinear cos\) transmission characteristics which tend to compress
fluctuations at the transmission peak and null, and steepen transitions in between.

MZMs can also be used for digital phase modulation . By driving the MZM around
the transmission null, the sign of the electric field output transitions from positive
to negative, which corresponds to an abrupt 11" phase change suitable for generating
DPSK and DQPSK waveforms. These digital characteristics offer advantages over
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Fig. 24. MZMtransfer functionfor the cost) arm versus differential drive voltagenormalizedto
V1f, the switchingvoltage. Superimposed are digital modulation drive waveforms (drivevoltage
versustime) for OOK, PPM,and DPSKformats.whichare achievedby simply varyingthe drive
bias positionand amplitude.

linear phase modulation in which energy is transmitted during the phase transition (as
the modulator slews between 0 and 1fp, which degrades the SNR. In order to extract
maximum phase-modulated output power, the MZM is biased at a transmission null
and is driven between two successive transmission peaks, requiring a drive voltage of
±V"' twice that oflM, corresponding to four times the drive power. As in the 1Mcase,
digital phase modulation can be achieved using a small drive voltage around the null
to conserve power, at the expense of increased insertion loss and waveform fidelity
that is sensitive to the input drive waveform. Furthermore, for non-ideal MZMs, this
can also lead to increased chirp penalties for differential phase-modulation formats .

3.5.2.1. MZM Phase Elements

The time delay T in Eqs. (57)-(60), has components of distinct origin

T = Tst a ti c + Tr andom + Tdrtve ,

which map to optical phase, ¢( >') given by

(
21fC)

¢ ( >.) = ¢stat ic + ¢ rando m + ¢ d r ive = T >'n [radians] .

(61)

(62)

The static delay, ¢static, corresponds to a fixed difference between the two arms
due to manufacturing, and is typically many optical periods and much larger than the
other components. Thus, Tstatic determines the interferometer periodicity commonly
referred to as the free-spectral range (FSR), where

FSR = l /Tst at ic, (63)

Modulation bandwidth is limited to a small fraction of the FSR, and therefore the
design target for Tstatic is typically near zero, which enables a wide range of operation.
For example, if Tstatic « 8 ps, the modulation bandwidth is > rv 125 GHz, or I nm at
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1550nm wavelengths. Note that this time is long relative to the optical period, corre­
sponding to many hundreds of cycles of the ",5 fs carrier. For a modulator to operate
simultaneously over the entire EDFA C-band (i.e., 1535-1565nm), Tstatic « 0.2 ps,
which can be achieved in practice with precision manufacturing. This is important for
wide-band WDM applications in which a single modulator may be used to modulate
and/or shape (pulse carve) many channels (see, e.g., [93,138]) .

3.5.2.2. MZM Bias Control

The MZM random phase term, <Prandom, represents a slow drift (>'" I s to > I day time­
constant depending on the mechanism) in the relative phase between the two modulator
arms. This is a welI studied phenomenon that can be attributed to mechanisms such as
thermal gradients [306] and charge buildup [307]. Consequently, closed-loop drive bias
control is generalIy required to maintain the proper bias position while compensating
for modulator drift [180,308] . Advances in MZM designs have significantly reduced
the amount and rate of drift [309-313], but even smalI drifts can degrade extinction
ratio which is important for low-duty-cycle applications [2, 11,15,21,314] and lead to
deleterious chirp in DPSK applications [132,142]. As long as the drift rate remains
slower that the closed-loop control bandwidth, and is contained (within a few 7r), the
random phase can be compensated indefinitely with closed-loop control (see, e.g.,
[315-317]) which applies a voltage typically up to a few V" to counter the drift over
a range of several interferometer fringes. If the random-phase drift continues to move
in one direction beyond the range of the control loop, a reset is required, in which the
control loop jumps back to the center of its operating range and re-optimizes the bias
position. Such resets can be completed within >- I ms, depending on the speed of the
control system, during which the modulator is uncontrolled. With present modulator
designs, such resets are becoming less frequent, and as long as the average reset rate
is > I hour this corresponds to better than 99.9999% availability. Present modulator
designs have estimated reset-free operation times exceeding 20 years [311,313,318] .
Further, since such resets can be anticipated as the bias slowly approaches a rail, steps
can be taken to mitigate the effects of infrequent reset outages .

3.5.2.3. Extinction Ratio (ER)

Modulator extinction ratio (ER), defined as the power off-to-on ratio, impacts commu­
nication performance in many ways. It determines the initial distance between logical
'0' and 'I' power levels in OaK modulation and leads to multiple interferometric
cross talk [319], which adversely impacts both TDM [320] and WDM systems . In­
complete ER can significantly degrade the sensitivity in opticalIy preamplified links
[15,20,314,321 ,322]. For ideal optically preamplified OaK, a slight modification of
the upper-bound estimate for the SNR penalty given in [20], yields

Ll = 1 - 2ER (1 + ~ JER)
I 1 + 2ER + 2VER 3 '

(64)

which is accurate to about ± 0.2 dB for all SNR levels. This corresponds to a "'0.7 dB
penalty for a 20-dB ER (i.e., ER =0.0 I) and ",2.8 dB for a 10-dB ER. In addition , poor
ER limits the dynamic range of data-rates for variable duty-cycle multi-rate optical
communications and transmitter power efficiency low-duty-cycle modulation formats
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such as M-PPM [1,10,11,15,21,22 ,198,214,314], due to "power robbing" from the
signal at the transmitter output, (discussed further below and in section 3.5.3). Such
low-duty-cycle modulation formats are particularly attractive for use in high-sensitivity
FSO applications.

In order to have complete extinction, the fields interfering at BS2 must have equal
amplitudes, same polarization and 1f phase difference . For this reason, MZMs with
high extinction typically have polarizing elements which force the interfering waves
to be co-polari zed. For non-ideal interferometer splitting ratios, the ER is given by

( )

2p-1
ER= 2(p+ 1) , (65)

where p = R lR2/(TlT2) for EOUtl and p = R lT2 /(TlR2) for EOUt2 in Eqs. (57)­
(60). For perfect extinction p = I. A 20-dB ER results from p = 2/3, which can be
achieved with BSl = 50/50 and BS2 = 60/40 coupling ratios. For BS2 = 47/53 , a 30-dB
ER can be achieved.

Since common telecom specifications for ER requirements are only>- 13dB, there
are few vendors that market good-ER (ER < -30 dB) MZMs, despite the fact that such
devices should be relatively easy to produce given the relations above. Nevertheless,
commercially-available MZMs typically have ER better than -20 dB (at frequency) ,
and MZMs with internal high-extinction polarizers have demonstrated modulation ER
< -45 dB individually and ER < -60 dB in cascaded operation [15]. By actively
balancing the input powers to the MZM output coupler, a commercial MZM was
configured with ER = ,....,-70 dB using a single modulator [323]. Note that for ultra­
wideband applications (e.g., >,....,30 nm), modulation bandwidth and ER may also be
limited by coupler/waveguide wavelength dependence.

For low-duty-cycle waveforms, windowed direct modulation may be used as a
power efficient technique for achieving high modulation extinction , while maintaining
stable wavelength and chirp-free waveforms during transmission as illustrated in Fig.
25. In this manner, the power required for driving the laser and external modulator can
potentially be reduced by a factor approaching the duty cycle. Such windowing could
be performed in both the frequency-domain via narrow-band optical filtering and the
time-domain, which could, for example , leverage a single pulse-carving modulator to
efficiently time-window many WDM channel s simultaneously.

3.5.2.4. Extinction Ratio Characterization and Optimization

While measurement of modulator ER is relatively straightforward for CW signals ,
measurement of ER for high-frequency waveforms can be challenging. Owing to the
frequency dependence of transmitter components, the ER can vary as a function of
the bit-rate and data pattern, so CW measurements of ER are often insufficient to
accurately characterize the performance ofwide-band modulators. Consequently, high­
speed detection equipment is generally required to directly measure the ER for wide­
band waveforms using time-domain techniqus [324,325] . But these methods can have
limited accuracy and range of measurement, typically < ,....,20 dB, or impose symmetry
requirements on the waveforms being measured. Therefore they are not well suited for
measuring RZ, low-duty-cycle or high extinction ratio waveforms.
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Fig. 25. Illustration ofcascadeddirectandexternalmodulation waveforms showingbothintensity
and wavelength changes in time. The externalmodulator can improve extinction, waveform and
spectralfidelity viaa windowing function, butthisneednotbesquareasdepicted. Otherfunctions
such as a variety of Gaussian-like RZ waveforms (discussed at the end of section3.5.2) can be
efficiently implemented without transmitter powerpenalty as long as it is followed by an APL
amplifier. In a similarmanner, spectralfiltering can be used to improve ER, spectral fidelity, and
reducepowerrequirements, by,forexample,usinga passive narrow bandfilterto pass thedesired
signal >'1and reject the unwanted >'2 .

However, with knowledge of the duty cycle" (DC), e.g., the ratio of ones to zeros
transmitted, and the ability to accurately measure the average power (P) and peak
power (Ppk), modulator ER performance can be characterized with the use ofEq. (66)
[11,314]:

(66)ER = P/ Ppk - DC ::::} P
1 - DC lim D C--+O Ppk .

For average-power-limited measurements, such as of a saturated MOPA TX output,
the peak power is proportional to the average power and grows as the duty-cycle is
reduced, as long as ER « DC. This follows by solving Eq. (66) for Ppk which yields

P
Ppk = DC + ER(l - DC)

P
::::} ER 'lim D C --tO

(67)

A plot of Ppk versus duty cycle for various ER is shown in Fig. 26. As the duty
cycle approaches the ER, the peak power is reduced by half as the denominator in Eq.
(67) approaches 2. For very low duty cycles, (i.e., DC « ER) the normalized peak
output power assymtotically approaches the ER. By fitting normalized peak power
measurements to the calculated curves, the ER can be determined.

For peak-power-limited measurements, such as for the modulator output, the peak
power is fixed and equal to the average power for a 100% duty cycle. In this case,

ER = Pno r m - DC -
1 - DC ::::} Pno r m ,lim D C --tO

(68)

where Pno r m P(DC) / P(DC) = 100% ), and the measurement of ER can be
achieved entirely with CW measurements as DC gets small relative to ER, without

6 The duty cycle ofa periodic or re-occurring intensity waveform. s / (t) is the percentage of ' on' time during

the period T , i.e., DC= ~ JOT (s/ (t) / m axjsj (t)])dt .
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Fig.26. Peak output power for anaverage power limited transmitter versus duty cycle forseveral
values of modulator extinction [314]. Reprinted with permission. (@2000 IEEE.)

the need for high-speed measurementcapabilities. Both the peak and average-power­
limited measurementapproachesdescribedabovehavebeen used to characterize mod­
ulator ER with good agreement, accuratelycharacterizing modulatorswith extinction
> 60 dB [15,214].

Modulatorcontrol and ER optimization is often accomplished by minimizing the
power-offtransmissiondirectlyafter the modulator[308,326]. However, for lowduty­
cycle or variable-rate average-power limited (APL) systems [II], another potentially
moresensitivemethodof minimizingthe ERis to maximizePpk givenin Eq. (67) at the
output of the MaPA TX, since this value becomes increasingly sensitive to ER as the
duty-cycleis reduced [314]. The peak power is maximizedwhen the ER is minimized,
and this effect is exaggerated significantly at low duty-cycles, by an amount that is
approximately inversely proportional to the duty-cycle.Thus, this approach serves to
optimize ER performance by maximizing the peak signal power delivered from the
TX.

3.5.2.5. MZM Drive Power and Chirp Considerations

As showninTable5, typicalvaluesof V1r range from3 to 5 V. Sinceoperating poweris
oftena primaryconsiderationin manyFSOapplications, lowerdrivevoltage(V1r <2 V)
is desirable and providescompatibility with COTS high-frequency low-voltagedrive
electronics. For a given electro-optic coefficient, V1r can be lowered by maximizing
device interaction length (d), or increasing electric field (E) across the waveguide.
Since E = V / d, decreasing d allows the voltage to be lowered while maintaining
the same electric field . Both of these approaches tend to increase insertion loss and
capacitance, which in tum reduces device bandwidth. Traveling wave designs can be
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Fig. 27. CommonLiNb03 modulatorelectrodeconfiguration andcrystalorientationwithelectric­
field lines: (left) x-cut, (center) dual-drive z-cut, (right) single-drive Z-CUl.

used to mitigate the bandwidth issue [327-329], but RF-optical velocity matching
constraints make it challenging to obtain a uniform response over the wide fractional
bandwidth (e.g., 40 KHz to 40 GHz-6 orders of magnitude) desired in broad-band
digital applications. This results in a frequency dependent V1r (f ), which can lead to
pattern dependence in the transmitted waveforms.

There are two crystal orientations commonly used to make MZMs in LiNb03,
x-cut and z-cut [283,330], shown in Fig. 27. X-cut designs have a single electrical
modulation drive input that is split within the modulator to provide the push-pull action
required for switching. If designed properly, the drive voltages arrive on each arm of
the interferometer simultaneously and impart the same phase shift (for all frequencies
of interest) , resulting in chirp-free modulation . However, since there is only a single
electrical input, there is no means of compensating with the drive waveform if there
are fabrication errors .

Z-cut modulators come in dual- and single-drive configurations. Dual-drive z-cut
MZMs can be used to adjust chirp by controlling the instantaneous imbalance of the
input drive voltages (V t op and V b ottom) . The resulting chirp parameter defined in Eq.
(3) is given by [278]

\!top + Vbot toma - ~-=------::-:---

- \!to p - V bottom .
(69)

The ability to adjust the chirp can be used, for example , to compensate for mod­
ulator fabrication errors or optimize transmission through a dispersive and nonlinear
fiber-optic link [278-280,331,332] , dynamically if necessary.

For the same V1r , dual-drive z-cut modulators require half the drive power of x­
cut modulators, since each of the two drivers needs only V1r /2, which corresponds
to a net power of V; /(2Rn) for the z-cut, versus V; /2 for the x-cut, where Ra is
the modulator impedance. The dual-drive design also distributes the power load over
a larger area, reducing the heat density which can be advantageous in the carefully
controlled thermal environment of space-based platforms.

For single-drive z-cut MZMs, (Fig. 27-right) , the electric field is stronger in the
optical waveguide centered under the RF data electrode, with only >- 15% of the field
driving the secondary waveguide.This fixed asymmetry leads to a phase-imbalance and
residual chirp, with a =-0.7.A summary of the above characteristics and representative
(minimum) drive powers is given in Table 5.
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Table5. Summary of LiNb03 modulator drive and chirp characteristics for common crystal
orientations and drive configurations.

x-cut z-cut z-cut
single-drive dual-drive

Typical V" 5V 4V 4V
Drive Power V;/Ra = 0.5W V;lRa =0.32W V;/(2Ra) = 0.16W
Ra = 50 ohms
Chirp (0:) ",,0 -0.7 - 00 < 0: < 00 (inprinciple)

(fixed bydesign) (fixed bydesign) -2 < 0: < 2 (usedinpractice)
Layout size smaller smaller larger
Heat density higher higher lower

3.5.2.6. Pulsed Waveform Generation

Pulse carving using a MZM is a subject that has been discussed extensively in the
literature [10,13,14,25,41 ,132,138,140 ,141,159,333-336] as a means of generating
high-fidelitywaveforms thatare well suited for long-haul high-ratefiberand free-space
optical links. Sinusoidal-drive techniques have also been used for ultra-high-speed
serial-parallelconversionin optical time-divisionmultiplexed(OTDM)systems [337]
and photonic analog-to-digital converters [338]. Pulse carving reduces the influence
of imperfections in the driveelectronics, such as transient ringing, pattern dependence
and inadequate bandwidth, on waveformquality.Broad-band high-fidelity electronics
are notessential, since a varietyof shaped-RZwaveforms withdesirablecharacteristics
can be generated by simple narrow-band sinusoidal waveforms with appropriate bias
and drive amplitude and frequency [132,336] . Of particular interest are Gaussian­
like waveforms that can be generated in this manner that can facilitate robust nearly­
matched optical communication performance [13,14] a subject discussed further in
section 5. A general expression for the MZM-pulse-carvedpower is given by

P(t) IX IE(t)12
= cos

2 (~~ sin(21fft) + ~ V;) , (70)

where V" is the switching voltage, Va and f are the sinusoidal drive amplitude and
frequency, respectively, and Vb is the bias voltage, which centers the drive input at
locations summarized in Table 6. Note that the static and random phase offsets of
Eq. (II) are not shown explicitly in Eq. (19) since it is assumed that these offsets are
compensated for by bias-control.

Table 6. Summary of MZM bias points andcorresponding bias voltages.

BiasPoint
Peak
Quadrature
Offset
Null

nt, [nt E even]
~nt [rn E odd]
nt ± 1/4, [m E odd]
rn , [nt E odd]
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Fig. 28. Pulse carving waveform generation : (top) MZM Transfer Function. (bottom left) si­
nusoidal input waveforms, and (bottom right) output waveforms for RZ-66% (CSRZ) in red,
RZ-50% in pink stars, RZ-33% (r--Gaussian) in green diamonds, RZ-53% (Raised Cosine) in
light blue triangles, and RZ-40% ("-'Gaussian) in blue circles, respectively. Note the differences
in drive amplitude, frequency, and bias position.

Depending on the drive amplitude and bias position, pulsed-waveforms of duty­
cycles ranging from 33% to 66% can be generated as shown in Figs. 28 and 29. A
summary of waveform spectral and temporal characteristics and drive sensitivities are
given in the pulse carving trade space matrix of Table 7.

The RZ-33% (Gaussian), RZ-66% (carrier-suppressed), and RZ-53% (raised co­
sine) waveforms are biased at either a transmission peak or null, and output a pulse
stream at twice the drive frequency. However, when used with DPSK or DQPSK mod­
ulation, these waveforms require accurate drive amplitude or phase balance across the
two arms of the MZM in order to avoid significant chirp-induced penalties [132,142] .

In contrast, the 50%-RZ is attractive for use with DPSK for several reasons. The
drive voltage is reduced by a factor of two, which widens the availability of driver
amplifiers and reduces the power requirements . Also, the sensitivity to drive amplitude
(Va) and bias position (Vb) is reduced, making it easier to achieve stable bias control
and long-term waveform fidelity, as well as diminished chirp penalty [132,142], since
the MZM carver does not traverse the transmission null, the point at which the output
phase is inverted. These characteristics in tum, make it easier to generate desired
transmitter waveforms and optimize receiver sensitivity [133].

A representative pulse-carving MOPA TX is shown in Fig. 30. The data source can
include an FEe encoder, which outputs the encoded data and corresponding channel
clock at a rate equal to the data clock plus the coding overhead . The data formatter is
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Fig. 29. Pulsed RZ waveform generation using periodically driven Mach-Zehnder modulator.
(Top) Electric field; (middle) power, (bottom) power spectrum.

not needed for OOK but is needed to precode other modulation formats, such as DPSK
or PPM.

3.5.3. High Power Optical Amplifier

Efficient high-power optical transmitters are necessary in optical communications sce­
narios such as broadband distribution networks where electrical power is increasingly
becoming a valuable commodity. Efficiency also benefits large-scale WDM transmis­
sion where TX power is distributed over many channels (As), and FSO links, where
transmitter power is often a limiting design driver (see e.g., [2,21,339]). High power
optical amplifier needs have historically been met by erbium-doped fiber amplifiers
(EDFAs) operating near 1550nm [126,340-342]. When compared with RF amplifiers,
EDFAs have many desirable characteristics including high gain (> 40 dB), large av­
erage output power (> 10 W), and ultra-wide bandwidth > 10 THz. However, as
noted in Table 3 and discussed later in this section, for high-duty-cycle waveforms
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Table 7. Pulse carving characteristics and trade space matrix highlighting drive frequency
and drive amplitude (Va) requirements, bias position, waveform duty cycle (DCpulse) , time­
bandwidth-product, and sensitivities. Adaptedfrom Stevens in [142).
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Fig. 30. (Top) A pulse-carving MOPA TX with optional FEC and Data Formatting elements.
33%-RZ pulse carving requires sinusoidal drive at ~ the channel clock rate. (Bottom) Measured
10 Gbps 33%-RZ waveforms nearly indistinguishable from a superimposed 35-ps full-width­
half-max (FWHM) Gaussian fit centered at t = O.

optical amplifiers are typically less power efficient than their RF counterparts, but for
low-duty-cycle waveforms the efficiencies are more comparable.

The ability to efficiently transmit a variety of signaling waveforms at high av­
erage and peak output power levels in a single spatial and polarization mode is of
particular importance to free space applications. Single spatial mode operation is nee-



Lasercommunication transmitter andreceiver design 163

essary for efficient power delivery to a far-field FSO target. In fiber-optic networks, a
single-polarization TX simply reduces the amount of unnecessary (orthogonally po­
larized) amplified spontaneous emission (ASE) noise entering the network. In FSO
applications, single-polarization transmitters can improve TX-RX isolation and al­
low for simple polarization diplexing ofTXlRX signals within an FSO terminal [46],
without the need for active polarization tracking. Furthermore, single-polarization re­
ceivers can offer improved receiver sensitivity [20,41,77] since orthogonally polarized
amplified spontaneous emission (ASE) noise can be eliminated at both RX and TX.

The ability to maintain transmi ssion efficiency over a wide range of duty cycles,
which is facilitated by high-gain and average-power limited properties of optical am­
plifiers [11,343-346], allows for aggressive pulse shaping at the transmitter. This can
improve receiver sensitivity and provide flexible multi-rate capabilities with simplified
receiver design options [11,12,15], a subject discussed below and further in section 5.

3.5.3.1. Average Power Limited (APL) Properties

EDFAs are average-power limited (APL) amplifiers , meaning the amplifier gain and
average output power are fixed for a given average input power, independent of the
shape or duty cycle of the incoming signal. This holds whenever the power-off time
of the incoming signal is much less than upper state life time of the gain-medium
[172]. For EDFAs, which have a slow rv I ms time constant, this is true for practical
optical communications rates above rv I Mbps. Detailed experimental analysis and
simulations of amplifier transients and average power limited amplifier dynamics are
given in [126,340,347] .

For APL amplifiers, the peak to average power ratio varies inversely with the duty
cycle - as it decreases, the peak power grows while average power is maintained (see
Figs. 35 and 36). This is in sharp contrast with RF amplifiers, which are generally peak­
power limited (PPL), meaning there is a maximum (peak) voltage or output power they
can deliver. In order to maximize the average power transmitted, which is important
for power-starved communication links, a PPL TX must operate with nearly a 100%
duty-cycle-a constraint that does not apply to APL optical transmitters.

3.5.3.2. Amplifier Gain, Saturation, and Noise

The functional dependence of amplified signal output power (Poud and gain G as a
function of average signal input power (Pin) is given by

(71)
where go is the small signal gain at the signal wavelength, and Psa t is the average output
power when the amplifier is driven deep into saturation'. Note that the amplifier gain
can have a strong wavefength dependence [126, 340], but for this analysis, the gain
is assumed to be relatively constant over the narrow-band surrounding the signal. The
dependence of ampli fier gain, average output power, and noise figure on average input
power are illustrated in Fig. 31.

7 Note, that we refer to Psat as the maximumusefulamplified output power. which is differentfromthe term
Psoa~t, which is conventionally definedas the output power for which the EDFAgain has dropped by 3 dB
from the small signal gain G o [126].
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Fig. 31. Typical EDFA average power added (blue, solid line) and gain (red, dashed line) both
on the left-hand axis, and noise figure (green. dotted line) on the right-hand axis versus average

input power (Pin) . For this example, 90 = 27 dB and P sa t = 17 dBm, yielding Psat- in = - 10

dBm .

The 3-dB gain compression point occurs when Pin = P sa t / go, which is referred to
as the saturated input power (Psat-in). To efficiently extract maximum output power,
power amplifiers are typically run with Pin » P sat-int. In this regime, the gain
G(Pin ) is significantly compressed and the amplifier operates in a 'power added'
mode, contributing most of Psat to the total output power. For Ps« > Psat -in + IOdB,
over 90% of the available power is extracted corresponding to an efficiency penalty of
",0.5 dB. This penalty drops to < 0.1 dB for Hn > Psat- in + l5dB .

Note that as the input power exceeds P sat-in , and the amplifier gain is reduced, the
noise figure increases as a result of incomplete population inversion in the amplifying
medium [126]. However this generally is of little consequence since the SNR at the
amplifier input is typically large enough such that even a several-dB SNR degradation
is not sufficient to impact communications performance. This holds as long as

GNsp'fJch « 1, (72)

and

SNR '" N sig- in N 3
TX = 2N

s p
> Rx-m in » 1, (7 )

where 'fJch is the net channel loss, G is gain, SNRTX is the transmitter output SNR8
,

N s ig-in is the input signal PPB, N Rx-min is the minimum required RX SNR9
, and

N s p is the spontaneous emission factor, equivalent to the number of noise-photons­
per-mode at the input of the amplifier. For high-gain and a large signal input,

8 This definition of SNRTX assumes that N s ig _ i n is large enough that out-of-band ASE x ASE noise
tenus can be neglected. While this will be accurate for narrow-band or matched RX filtering, it will not be
accurate for unfiltered-broad-band RXs.

9 Note that for shot-no ise-Iimited direct-detected signals, SNR =PPB so SNR and PPB can be used inter­
changeably. This is not the case for optically amplified signals.
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(74)

where NF is the linear noise figure. For a fully inverted amplifier NF approaches the
quantum limit of 2 (3 dB) [126], corresponding to Nsp =I. When the condition of Eq.
(72) is satisfied, the received TX ASE noise is small relative to the shot noise of the
signal and the minimum ASE noise added by an optically preamplified RX. If Eq. (72)
is not satisfied, communication performance then becomes dominated by the received
TX ASE [348], which limits SNRTX. However, in this case, the conditions ofEq. (73)
are generally easy to obtain, and as long as the SNRTx > NRX-min, the impact on
communication performance is negligible .

Consider, for example , a TX amplifier operating at 10 Gbps with Pin =-10 dBm,
27 dB gain, 10 dB noise figure, and P out = 17 dBm. The shot-noise-limited input
SNR during the 100 psec bit period is rv49 dB and the corresponding SNRTx =
N Sigj(2Nsp ) =39 dB. Recall that the quantum limit receiver sensitivity (at 10-9

BER) for an uncoded optically preamplified OOK RX is rv40 PPB (16 dB SNR) .
Thus , in the regime where the SNRTX dominates, this link would have 23 dB margin.
The large SNRTX indicates that the noise added by the amplifier is still small relative
to the signal, corresponding to rv2500ASE PPB out of 3.9 x 107 PPB transmitted
in the single-spatial-temporal-polarization mode of the signal. Subsequently passing
both the signal and ASE photons through a 60-dB attenuating channel results in a -43
dBm received signal that is nearly shot-noise limited, comprised of 38.9 signal PPB
and 0.003 ASE PPB, with an SNR of 15.9 dB. For an optically preamplified RX, as
long as the received ASE PPB « Nsp of the RX, the TX ASE has a negligible impact
on communication performance . A more detailed analysis including the impact of
broad-band ASE on TX performance is given later in this section .

While we have shown above that the noise figure for a power amplifier is not a
driving design concern, it is worth noting that with careful design, power ampli fiers can
deliver high gain, efficiency, and output power. By incorporating mid-stage isolation
and out-of-band ASE filtering, multi-stage amplifiers have been designed with > 50
dB gain and near quantum -limited noise figures of rv3.1 dB, (see, e.g., [349,350]). This
class of performance can be obtained from commercially available EDFAs, with small­
signal-gain > 45 dB and NF < 3.5 dB readily available . When cascading additional
stages, the net noise figure is given by [126]

(75)

where NFi and G, represent the gain and noise figure of the i th amplifierstage. Clearly,
with high-gain in the first amplifier, the net cascaded noise figure can be dominated
by the (low) noise figure of the first. Since high-gain and low-NF can be achieved for
relatively low «rv IOOmW) pump powers [350], reduced power efficiency in the first
stage amplifier should have little impact on the overall efficiency for > I W high-power
EDFAs.

3.5.3.3. Amplifier Efficiency

The net power amplifier electrical-to-optical conversion efficiency ("lE/o) is an im­
portant design consideration, especially for space-based transmitters since it generally
consumes a significant portion of the overall power budget. For example, the design
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target for the 5W Mars Lasercom YDFA transmitter power amplifier [1,2] transmitter
YDFA power amplifier T}E/O was rv 15% [198], requiring > 33W of electrical power,
more than 20% of the total power budget.

The main factors that contribute to T}E /O, include pump laser electrical -to-optical
efficiency (T}pump), pump coupling efficiency (T}coupling), and pump-to-amplified­
signal optical-to-optical conversion efficiency (T}%), with

P optical-out
T}E/O = P. = T}pumpT}coupling17%T}ove rhead . (76)

e lect rical

Here, T}o~erhead is included to account for any cooling or control that is not included
in the other terms.

Pump laser efficiency includes the electrical power required to drive the pump as
well as temperature and current control needed to reliably operate the pump at the
proper wavelength. Improvements in pump laser efficiencies in the 0.9 p,m absorp­
tion bands have occurred in several areas, including significant advancements in the
reduction of heating/cooling power required to keep the pump wavelength within the
absorption band of the gain medium. In single-mode pump lasers, FBG stabilized
designs have been used to efficiently lock the laser wavelength near the absorption
peak over an extended temperature range [257-259,351,352], with T}pump >rv40%
and> 200 mW coupled into single-mode fiber for individual single-mode sources.
Single-mode coupling techniques often incorporate polarization and/or wavelength
multiplexing to combine pump and signal. To increase single-mode pump power lev­
els, both polarization and dense WDM of stabilized pump-lasers can be used to ef­
ficiently combine multiple sources into a single-mode [353]. These techniques can
scale multi-stage single-mode EDFAs to Watt-class power levels [354]. In high-power
cladding-pumped amplifier designs [75], ER:Yb codoped gain fiber is often used to
broaden the absorption band, which can extend from 850 to 1100 nm [355-357]. This
provides greater flexibility in selection of pump wavelengths , and allows for efficient
absorption of uncooled pump wavelengths as they drift over an extended temperature
range . Codoping also permits high erbium doping concentrations in fused silica fibers
with without quenching induced degradation in gain or efficiency [358].

Cladding-pumped amplifier designs permit efficient coupling of many multi-Watt
multimode pump lasers into a double-clad gain fiber, which consists of a large mul­
timode outer-diameter waveguide with high numerical aperture (NA), and a smaller
doped-core single-mode waveguide (required for FSO application s) with lower-NA
[359]. Pump power coupled into the low-loss outer waveguide is eventually absorbed
by the gain-media within the inner single-mode core. The ability to accept output from
multimode pump lasers in the large-NA outer waveguide, significantly increases pump
coupling efficiency and available pump power levels, enabling the use ofefficient high­
power (multi-Watt) sources with T}p ump = rv50% [360-362] and a variety of low-loss
pump-coupling and combining strategies [75,349,363-372].

Optical -to-optical conversion or power conversion efficiency [126], defined as the
ratio

_ P out - Hn < Apump
T/% - pPump - A '

in Big

(77)

is limited by the quantum-optical conversion efficiency in which a single pump-photon
at Ap u m p is converted to a single signal-photon at Asi gn al. For 1.55 p,m EDFAs with
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0.98 JLm pumping, "10 / 0 ::; 63%, whereas for 1.06 JLm YDFAs with 0.98 JLm pump­
ing, "10/0 ::; 90%. Optical-to-optical conversion efficiency is furtherreducedby other
losses in the amplifier such as incomplete pump absorption, insertion loss of filters,
isolatorsandsplices, excitedstateabsorption,scattering, andother parasiticloss mech­
anisms [373].

The state-of-the-arthigh-efficiency high-power amplifierdemonstrations arebased
cladding-pumped designs and include a high-reliability single-polarization EYDFA at
1550nm withoutput power > lOW and "IE/O = "-' 13% [199].With the combineduse
of PM componentsand internal polarizers, a 30-dBpolarization extinctionratio (PER)
was achieved. At 1064 nm, a high-efficiency YDFA design based on high-reliability
PM components but without polarizingelements demonstrated output power> 8W,
"IE/O =,,-,21 %, and "-'13dB PER [204]. Efficient laboratory-grade YDFAs with "10 /0
approaching80% [374] and "IE/O up to 40% [200] have been reported.We note that
Nd-doped amplifiers have also been considered for use in space-based applications,
however reported efficiencies are lower and they are less tolerant to the effects of
radiation [228].

In section 1.1 , we introduced net transmitterefficiency ("ITX) , which represents
the energyrequired to generateTX photons.In absolute terms, this is limitedby "IE/O
andTX wavelength as summarizedinTable8 for the amplifiers mentioned above.Note
that while I JLm amplifiersgenerallyhavebetter "IE/O in termsof powerefficiency due
to a smaller quantumdefect, this advantageis reducedby a comparableamount when
TX efficiency T}Tx is normalizedin termsof energy per photonas shown below. This
is a direct consequenceof Eq. (4) with photon-energy being inversely proportional to
wavelength.

Table 8. Minimum TX photon-generation efficiency in units of Joule s/photon for demonstrated
high-efficiency power amplifiers. Note, I attoJoule (al) = 1O-18J.

1.55
1.06
1.06

"IE/O

13%

21%

40%

"ITx > h v = , h e , [aJ/photonl
- 'l E / O A'lE / O

1.0
0.9
0.5

Anotherimportantefficiency metricis the amplifierwall-plugefficiency, whichin­
cludesconversion andconditioning("IE/ E) requiredtoadapttheavailable powersource
from the "wall", (e.g., 120 V ae for terrestrial applications or 28 Vd e for space-based
applications) to voltage levels suitable for driving the amplifier hardware, primarily
the pumps, which typically require a "-'3 Vd e supply to drive lasers with bias voltage
< 2.5 V:

"Iwall = "IE/ E"IE/ O· (78)

Typical values for "IE/E are between "-'70% and 90% depending on the voltage
conversion levels, a factor that can influencethe amplifierelectrical design. In [204],
for example, the pump lasers for each stage are wired in series to maximizeelectrical
powerconversionefficiency, yieldingaYDFA with "IE/ E = ,,-,85%,and "Iwall ="-'19%.
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3.5.3.4. Polarization-Maintaining (PM) Fiber Amplifier Designs

As noted at the beginning of section 3.5.3, optical amplifiers that can maintain the
polarization of the optical signal are desirable for free-space applications since they
provide additional capabilities including polarization diplexing ofTX and RX signals
and improved communication performance since orthogonally polarized amplifier and
background noise can be eliminated in the receiver. They are also necessary for trans­
mitting polarization modulated signals and expand the options for implementing multi­
access FSO terminals that incorporate both wavelength and polarization multiplexing
[48].

The conventional method of maintaining a single-polarization through a fiber am­
plifier uses passive PM components and gain media. However, it is challenging to
achieve good polarization extinction ratio (PER) with this approach due to polariza­
tion cross-coupling of multiple cascaded components with limited PER. Amplifiers
using this design typically can achieve ",,12-17 dB PER as in [198,204). To maintain
good PER, polarizing elements, such as single-polarization isolators, can be introduced
to the PM optical path to remove the orthogonal polarization seepage before it becomes
excessive. As shown in [199), this approach is consistent with achieving good polar­
ization extinction (PER = ",,30 dB) without degrading electrical-to-optical conversion
efficiency. However, this approach precludes the use of polarization modulation .

Active polarization control [375-377] can be used to compensate for polarization
fluctuations in a non-PM amplifier at the expense of additional complexity and in­
creased size, weight, and power. Alternatively, passive compensation can be achieved
through a double -pass amplifier design incorporating a mid-stage Faraday rotator mir­
ror [353,354,378]. This approach can compensate for both inherent and time varying
birefringence to maintain either single or dual-polarization states with good PER unlike
the passive designs based entirely on cascaded PM components noted above.

The basic amplifier configuration is shown in Fig. 32. A single-mode PM optical
signal enters the amplifier through the input port of the PM I/O coupling element,
which could be a polarization beam splitter (PBS) in a single-polarization design or a
PM circulator for dual-polarization applications. Unlike conventional PM designs, the
input and output ports of the I/O coupler are the only ones that must be polarization
maintaining. This greatly simplifies the amplifier design since all other elements can
be non-PM. The signal makes a first pass through the gain media and filter, and is then
reflected by the Faraday rotator mirror (FRM) which reflects the amplified-filtered
signal and rotates the polarization orthogonal to that of the input. After the second
pass, the twice-amplified signal polarization is orthogonal to that of the PM input,
and is directed towards the amplifier PM output. The PER performance for the entire
amplifier is primarily a function of the PM I/O coupler PER and the 90° rotation of
the FRM, which can exceed 30 dB with commercially available components. Pump
coupling to the gain media can be achieved through a variety of single or multi-mode ,
WDM, side- or end-coupled elements mentioned in the Amplifier Efficiency Section
above and related references .

A key feature of the double-pass design is that it re-uses the same gain medium,
giving it twice the comparable small-signal gain of the equivalent single-pass design,
but with fewer components in the critical path. However, with the double-pass design,
the forward gain is equal to the backward gain and pump power that is not converted
during the forward pass can be extracted during the backward pass. When operating



Laser communication transmitter and receiver design 169

Amplified
PM Output

PM slgn.1
Input

1/0 Coupling
Element

Pump
Coup ling

Gain
Medi. r-L~;;"i;;enS itl';e region!

, FI. ~ I
! opneat F.r.d.y II
I Filler Mirror\ J

Fig. 32. Schematic for double-pass polarization-maintaining optical amplifier.
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Fig. 33. Simulation of amplified signal power as a function of length and Faraday mirror reflec­
tivity in a 2-stage double-pass EDFA with forward-propagating pumps. For FRM losses between
2 and 13dB, simulated results show <",0.5 dB loss in output power, consistent with experimental
measurements [354].

in saturation, the average gain adjusts over the length of the double pass EDFA until
the amplified signal extracts all the available converted pump power. As a result, the
double pass design is less sensitive to the distribution of pump power, in contrast to
single pass designs, where the pump power of the final stage is critical. Furthermore,
while excess loss near the amplifier output directly reduces the output power by I dB
per dB loss, additional attenuation in the loss-insensitive region of the double-pass
has little effect on net output power, as long as the amplifier continues to operate in
saturation [354] as shown in Fig. 33.

Consequently, advantageous but lossy elements such as optical filters, additional
pump-coupling elements, WDMs, etc., can be inserted into the design in the loss
insensitive region with little power penalty at the output [379]. The optical filtering,
for example, can perform double-pass pulse-shaping and remove out-of-band ASE
that competes with the signal for gain, enabling the amplifier to saturate at lower
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Optical Ampl if ier Saturation Characteristics
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Fig.34. Measuredoutputsaturationcharacteristics fora high-gaintwo-stage double-pass ",O.5W
EDFAwith mid-stage narrow-band optical filter [354).

input power levels. The filter also makes the amplifier more stable by increasing the
threshold of lasing at the ASE peak, thus reducing the risk of potential1ydamaging Q­
switched pulses. This is illustrated in Fig. 34, for a high-gain double-pass EDFA with
mid-stage narrow-band optical filter. Without any internal isolation, the output power
is stable to better than 0.5 dB over a 30-dB dynamic range of input power and 45-dB
gain. In addition to stable PM performance, this amplifier design has demonstrated
good power efficiency, with optical-to-optical conversion efficiency of ",45% at 1.55
/-Lm [354]. Such characteristics combined with radiation tolerance of ",0.1 dB/krad
[380], are attractive for use in space-based lasercom systems [21], especial1y those
with variable-duty-cycle variable-rate capabilities discussed further in section 3.5.5

3.5.4. High-Efficiency Semiconductor Optical Amplifiers

While power-amplifier needs historically have been met by rare-earth-doped fiber am­
plifiers, alternative semiconductor-based optical amplifier technologies show promise
at Watt-class power levels [197,381]. Efficiency, single-polarization, and extened wave­
length range are some performance advantages that semiconductor optical amplifiers
(SOAs) have over fiber amplifiers. More importantly, SOAs have the potential for
improved size, weight, and power which, along with to manufacturability and in­
tegration into more comprehensive subsystems, can significantly reduce cost. Since
SOAs are electrical1y pumped, the quantum-defect and other losses associated with
optical-optical conversion are absent, so in principle, 'f/E jO could be greater than >
25%. Slab-coupled optical waveguide amplifiers (SCOWAs) are of particular interest
since they have demonstrated Watt-class (chip) output powers with large mode size
compatible with efficient coupling to single-mode fiber [197].

In comparison with EDFAs, the dynamics in SOAs, like semiconductor lasers dis­
cussed in section 3.1, are more complex and faster by over six orders of magnitude. The
slow millisecond upper-state lifetime in erbium yields attractive kHz-class high-pass
characteristics that are well suited for high-speed optical communications, enabling
EDFAs to deliver a constant average power limited (APL) output when driven by high­
frequency time-varying input signals above", 10kHz [126]. For signals with frequency
content below the cut-off frequency, the average ampli fier gain and output power track
the input signal. Output power and efficiency are reduced for low-frequency, low-duty
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cycle waveforms, i.e., the amplifier acts peak-power-limited in this low frequency
regime. Since SOAs have a nanosecond-class upper-state lifetime, the high-pass cor­
ner frequency is shifted up towards rvI GHz, comparable to the Gbit/sec data rates of
interest. Owing to these high-pass characteristics, maximum TX power-efficiency is
attained whenever the transmitted waveforms have little (power off) spectral content
below rvI GHz, or equivalently, the power-off time is short relative to the upper-state
lifetime [172]. For this class of amplifier, power efficiency is optimized for modulation
formats that have high rvI()()% duty-cycles, such as DPSK and FSK, or formats with
constrained power-off time such as binary-PPM at rates >rv5 Gbps or RZ-DPSKIFSK
at rates >'" I0 Gbps. Outside of these efficiency considerations, communication ex­
periments using an SOA-based MOPA TX have achieved near-quantum-limited re­
ceiver sensitivities for binary-PPM, OOK, and DPSK modulation formats , showing
that SOA-based transients have little impact on RX sensitivity [172].
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Fig. 37. An average-power-limited MaPA TX. Net optical filtering can comprise multi­
ple pulse-shaping and mid-stage ASE rejection filters. i.e., hnet(t) = hl (t) * h2(t). or
equivalently,Hnet(J) = H1(J) . H2(J) .

3.5.5. ArbitraryWaveforms and Variable-Duty-Cycle Signaling

The characteristics of an average-power-limited high-gainsaturated-EDFA described
above provide a flexible and powerful platform for waveform optimization. Once a
poweramplifieris driven far into saturation, the output poweradded by the amplifier
becomes insensitive to the average input power, making it a stable source of average
power. Higher amplifier gain is beneficial since it widens the range of input power
levels that can extract the maximumsaturated output power. This makes the TX less
sensitive to insertion loss changes in the preceding elements that can arise due to
modulation or degradation [354], and allows the use of arbitrary waveforms over a
wide rangeof duty-cycles withoutsacrificing transmitterpowerefficiency [10].

For the constant average output power delivered by a saturated EDFA, the peak
output power is described by

p
Ppeak = DC ==}

elf goP;n » Psat

Psa t

DCeff
(79)

and grows as the duty cycle is reduced. Here we have introduced the term, DCeff =
DCmod DCpulse to identifythecombinedinfluenceof bothmodulation and pulseshape
on the effectiveduty cycle. The impact of variableduty cycle input waveforms (Fig.
35) on the output of a saturatedhigh-gainEDFA is shownin Fig. 36.

Giventhese basic properties, an average-power-limited MOPA TX can be used to
efficiently deliver high-power high-fidelity waveforms of arbitrary type [10], within
limitationsdescribedbelow. Forinstance,a narrow-band electrical waveform s, (t) can
simplybe impartedon theCW lasersourceso(t) in Fig. 37 andsubsequently amplified
withoutdistortionas longas thebandwidthof the net filterHnet(f) is sufficiently wide.

To generate high-fidelity optical waveforms that exceed the available electrical
bandwidth, pulse carving techniques described in section 3.5.2 can be used. In this
case, the electrical drive waveform could perform additional shaping or serve as a
lower-frequency windowing function toselectwhichpulsesare transmitted.Additional
pulse-shaping can also be performed in the opticaldomain throughsubsequentoptical
filtering, a processthatcan efficiently generateshapedsignaling-waveforms withTHz
of spectralcontent. Forexampleso(t), could be a windowed short-pulse laser source.
The TX output waveform STX (t) becomes

STX(t) = [Se(t)So(t)] * hnet(t) A STX(f) = [Se(f) * So(f)] Hnet(f) .
(80)
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Fig. 38. Variable-duty-cycle pulse-carved MOPA-TX.

For sufficiently short optical pulses, 8 0 (t) looks like a delta function o(t), and
8TX (t) -t hnet (t). These and other wide-band pulse-shaping techniques (see, e.g.,
[382]) , could, in principle, beincorporated into an APL TX with little impact on overall
TX power efficiency.

When using a MOPA configuration with a wide range of variable-duty-cycle wave­
forms such as those shown in Figs. 35 and 36, the final power amplifier stage needs
to run deeply saturated in order to efficiently deliver maximum average power. Effi­
ciency is ultimately limited by the power of the master laser, mid-stage optical filtering
and losses, and amplifier gain and noise figure. The impact on transmitter design is
illustrated in the representative TX power budget given in Table 9 for the MOPA-TX
shown in Fig. 38.

Table 9. Variable-duty-cycle, pulse-carved MOPA-TX power budget.

Master Laser Power (Pl aser)

99:1 PM tap

Static carver loss (lLMZM-CARV)
Pulse-carving loss
99:1 PM tap
Static data mod. 10ss(lLMZM-DATA)
(VDC) Modulation loss
Isolator
99:1 PM tap
Other loss
E = Minimum power delivered to

Power Amp PA (Pinrnin)
Amplifier small-signal gain (go)

Efficient power extraction for
Psat < Pinmin + go -10 dB

Low Duty Cycle

15.0dBm
-D.2dB
-3.5 dB
-3.0 dB
-D.2dB
-3.5 dB
-13.0 dB
-D.6dB
-0.2 dB
-D.8dB
-1O.OdBm

50.0 dB
30.0dBm

High Duty Cycle
15.0 dBm
-D.2dB
-3.5 dB
-3.0 dB
-D.2 dB
-3.5 dB
-3.0 dB
-0.6 dB
-D.2dB
-0.8 dB
O.OdBm

50.0 dB
40.0dBm

In this example, an amplifier with a small signal gain of 50 dBm can provide a
10-dB range in duty cycle, and deliver up to IW (30 dBm) of average power with less
than ~ dB loss in efficiency. In order to maintain maximum output power and extend
the range of duty cycles, additional gain stages along with inter-stage filtering may be
required as discussed in the following Sections. With proper design, a dynamic range
of operation in excess of 20 dB can be achieved [354].
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3.5.5.1. Low Duty Cycle Limitations

As shown in the previous section, careful TX design is necessary to maintain TX
efficiency over a wide range of duty-cycles. Several other factors can limit the useful
range of duty cycles of a MOPA TX. These include a) limited modulation extinction,
b) buildup of ASE, and c) nonlinear impairments.

3.5.5.2. A) Limited TX Modulation Extinction

Imperfect extinction can reduce the effective transmitted signal power for low-duty­
cycle waveforms (see also section 3.5.2). As seen in Eq. (67), the peak power is a
function of the average power, effective duty cycle and extinction ratio. For the case
of an EDFA operating deep in saturation, Eq. (67) becomes [314]

Psat

Ppcak = DCeff + ER(! - DC eff) ===>
ER«DC

Psat

DC eff.
(81)

As the duty cycle becomes low, the average power seeping through the modulator
due to imperfect extinction can become significant. For example , for a I% duty cycle
signal and a modulator with a -20 dB ER, the net signal power out of the modulator
during the I% transmission will be about the same as the seepage during the remaining
99%. The subsequent average power limited amplifier will output equal power in both
signal and seepage, effectively reducing the transmitted signal power by "'-'3 dB. The
extinction power robbing penalty is given by

nc.,
1]TxER = DCeff + ER(! - DCeff) ===> 1.

ER«DCeff
(82)

In order to extract maximum amplified signal power from a saturated EDFA the
modulation extinction must be much less than the duty cycle. For less than 0.1 dB
"power robbing" penalty due to accumulated signal seepage during the (1-DCeff) off
portion of the waveform, the ER target should be IS dB less than the duty cycle, i.e.,
ER::::; DCeff-15 dB. Thus, for I024-PPM with an 0.1% duty cycle (DCeff=- 30dB), an
ER better than -45 dB is required . A plot of ER measurements and calculated fit (from
Eqs. and associated TX power penalty for a modulator with about -52 dB extinction
is shown in Fig. 39. Using this modulator with 1024-PPM waveforms would result in
negligible < "'-'0.05 dB TX power penalty.

3.5.5.3. B) TransmitterASE

Transmitter ASE buildup can degrade communication performance in two ways: by
limiting the transmitted SNR (SNRTX) , and by reducing the transmitter efficiency and
transmitted-signal output power. The first relates to the ratio of signal photons to ASE
photons within the signal-mode and is independent ofTX filtering, whereas the second
relates to the ratio of output signal to total ASE power (TXPowerRatiosig/AsE), and
has a strong dependence on optical filtering.

As discussed earlier in section 3.5.3, the condition s of Eq. (73) can be met by
simply providing sufficient input signal to the power amplifier. This results in sufficient
SNRTX, so that the TX ASE has little impact on communication performance. This
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Fig. 39. (Left axis) measurements of modulator extinction using variable duty-cycle techniques
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Fig.40. MOPA transmitter configuration used for modeling the ASE buildup described by Eqs.
(83)--(88) .

also holds for a cascade of amplifiers, since the net noise figure (and Nsp ) for the
cascade is dominatedby the first stage.

However, high-gainmulti-stagepoweramplifiers,cangeneratesignificant amounts
of broad-band ASE whichcan reduce the TX powerefficiency. With properdesign of
both the TX power budget and mid-stage optical filtering the TXPowerRatios ig / ASE

can be optimized. To avoidASE power robbing,a TXPowerRatios ig / ASE > 20 dB is
desired, meaningmore than 99% of the output poweris the signal and less than I% of
theTX powerisASE.AnexampleMOPA TX shownin Fig. 40 witha wideoperational
rangeof input powersis modeledusing Eqs. (83)-(88) [126,142].
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(83)

(84)

(89)

G Plaser GRPSIGout = = SIGin,
IL componentILmodulation

Pin = PSIGin + PASEin, (85)

PASE = (G -l )(NspmBhv ) + GPASEin · rnin(B/Bin, 1) ,(86)

NF ( G) NFn; = 2 G -1 C;'12 ' (87)

G(Pin, Psat) = 1 + C+ Pi~;O/PsaJ . (88)

Here , B is the optical filter bandwidth and m is the number of polarization modes.
The se equations can be iteratively applied to solve for the cascaded amplifier output
signal to ASE power ratio, which depends directly on the signal input power, and
varies with the modulation duty cycle . For the first amplifier stage, PASEin = °in
Eq. (85). The amplified signal PSIGout and ASE power PASE from the first amplifier
are then used as inputs to the second amplifier stage . Variable-duty-cycle M -ary PPM
waveforms are simulated for the binary case (M = 2) through I024-PPM with 50%-RZ
pulse carving. The corresponding modulation insertion loss, ILmodulation= l/DC = 2M
varies from 6 to 33 dB (assuming perfect ER). Representative elements contributing
to the component insertion loss (ILcomponent) are given in Table 9.

Simulation results for the two-amplifier cascade with a narrow 4nm (62 GHz)
mid-stage filter are shown in Fig. 4 I. Over the 27-dB range of input powers, the
average output power is stable to ",0.5 dB. For M = 1024, with 10 bits of information
canied per PPM symbol , the duty- cycle and input power are the lowest, but under
these conditions, the APL amplifier generates the highest peak power of 62.5 dBm
('" 1.8 kW). In this case, the minimum SNRTx is ",27 dB and has more than 99% of
TX output power in the signal with TXPowerRatiosig/AsE > 22 dB.

3.5.5.4. C) Nonlin ear Impairments

Optical nonlinearities are another factor that can impact low duty cycle transmission
through a saturated average-power-limited transmitter. Fast nonlinear effects such as
self-phase modulation (SPM ), four-wave mixing (FWM), and Stimulated Raman Scat­
tering (SRS) tend to shift usable signal power out of band, an effect that reduces trans­
mitter efficiency and makes an average power limited amplifier appear peak power
limited. Nonlinear effects occur when the peak power exceeds a threshold

Aeff
Pth <X L '

g NL eff

in which Aeff is the effective area, GN L is the nonlinear gain coefficient (a material
property), and Leff is the effective propagation length [110, III]. Standard steps to
increa se the nonlinear threshold include using larger core fiber (which reduces the
power density), minimizing amplifier lengths [383], and distributing amplified signal
energy in time to lower the effective peak power through the amplifier. A summary of
high power amplifier design option s and tradeoffs is given in Table 10.

Practically, Pth can be defined as the peak output power when greater than e- I% of
the average amplifier output is contained in the nonlinear induced spectrum. Typically,
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Fig. 41. Simulated amplifier signal to ASE power ratio (TXPowerRatios ig / AS E in circles).
average signal output power (down-pointing triangles). peak signal output power (up-pointing
triangles) . TX SNR (diamonds). and net amplifier gain (squares) as a function of input power.

Pe. is about 250W to IkW in commercially available EDFAs [2 I, 198.199], although
promising research-grade EDFAs have generated 100 kW-class peak power with little
or no nonlinear effects [224] . Once beyond Pth, the nonlinear effects rapidly dominate,
For the MOPA TX modeled above, the lowest duty cycle generated a peak power of
rv 1.8 kW. which can lead to prohibitive nonlinear impairments in conventional power
amplifiers. Such effects are illustrated in Fig . 42.

Note that the signal at rv I557 nm is > 33 dB larger than the amplifier ASE which
peaks at rv I567 nm for this ampli fier. Therefore the net ASE power is less than I% of
the net transmitted power and can be neglected. As the peak power of the amplifier is
increased (by lowering the duty cycle of the input), nonlinearities appear.The combined
effects of dispersion and SPM can lead to modulation instability [I I I], which can
generate spectral sidebands around the signal. These are often the first noticeable
nonlinear effect. SPM on its own can broaden the amplified signal spectrum, although
this is not as apparent when viewing the broad band optical spectrum. As the peak
power continues to increase, the nonlinearly-induced side bands grow and take a larger
percentage of the amplifier output power. For this amplifier, SRS tends to dominate at
higher peak powers, shifting the optical spectrum to the longer wavelengths. As the
peak power is increased further the SRS-generated spectral components can extend
beyond 100 nm, stealing a significant portion of the net amplifier output power.

Another nonlinear effect is stimulated Brillouin scattering (SBS) which is a slow
nonlinearity that scatters light in the backward direction. This attenuates the forward
propagating signal, reducing the TX efficiency and can lead to catastrophic damage
in the final amplifier stage due to SBS induced Q-switching. In standard single-mode
fiber with an effective area of 50 p,m2

, an estimate of the SBS power-length threshold
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Table 10. Design options for stable high-peak-power single-mode (spatial and temporal) wave

guide amplifiers.
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is '"'-'20 W m within the '"'-'50 MHz Brillouin linewidth. However, in contrast with the
ultra-fastSPM and SRS nonlinearities, SBS hasa narrowgain bandwidth (..1l1b < '"'-'50
MHz), and therefore, can be mitigated by broadening the signal spectrum. This can
be achieved with the use of short durationsignalingwaveforms or inducingadditional
phase modulation [110,111]. For example, by using short 100 ps pulsed waveforms
with '"'-' I0 GHz class bandwidth, this threshold can be increasedby a factorof 200, to
'"'-'4 kW m. In addition to the nonlinearmitigation techniques highlighted in Table 10,
SBS can be suppressed throughtemperature gradientsin the fiber[374]. As a resultof
the temperature dependentBrillouinfrequency shift, temperature segmentation of the
high-power-handling fibercan be used to disruptthe SBS phasematching, yieldingup
to 7 dB suppression [386].

The use of WDM (Fig. 43) to reduce peak power by distributing the amplified
signalenergyovermanywavelengths is particularly attractiveforuseincommunication
systems employing strong FEe. This approach directly reduces slow SBS effects by
lowering the peak power within the SBS bandwidth. However, fast SPM, FWM, and
SRSnonlinearities havemanyTHzof bandwidth, so thebenefitsof thisapproachoccur
only whentheWDMsignalsdo notoverlapin timeforrelatively short, '"'-' 10m amplifier
lengths. Fortunately, as the duty cycles get lowerand peak power impairments grow,
the probability of pulse overlap is reduced. Nonlinear impairments that occur due to
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Fig. 42. Nonlinearly-induced spectrum for several peak output powers in an Er:Yb doped cladding
pump amplifier. The bottom trace shows the amplified signal spectrum from a 4-W EDFA without
any nonlinear effects . Fiber nonlineariti es can generate new spectral components which shift
usable signal power out of band, effectively making an average-power-Iimited amplifier look
peak-power-limited [21].

sporadic pulse overlap can cause a pattern-dependent performance degradation. But as
long as these events occur infrequently enough. they can be compensated for by FEe.

Consider, for example, a 10-W MOPA-TX with Hh ="-J I kW using square 1024­
PPM waveforms, and a receiver employing FEC with an error-free cutoffat a 10- 3 error
rate . Single-channel peak powers would be "-J 10 kW. By distributing the TX over 32
wavelengths, the peak-power per channel is reduced to 320 W. But the aggregate peak
power can be higher due to multi-channel pulse overlap. Assuming equal probability
for each PPM symbol and time-alignment between the independent channels, an upper­
bound for the probability distribution of peak aggregate power is shown in Fig. 44 for
8. 16,32, and 64 WDM channels.

For the 32-channel configuration, the overlap of 3-pul ses yields a peak power of
960kW, below Hh. The overlap of 4-pulses yields a peak power of 1.28 kW, above
Pi«, but with a probability < 3 x 10- 5

, well below the FEC error cutoff. Therefore, the
WDM signal distribution over 32 channels effectively suppresses broadband nonlinear
impairments by about a factor of ten. This corresponds to the ratio of the number of
WDM channels, w, to the effective number of pulses that overlap with a probability
greater than the FEC threshold rate, lI:eff,which is 3 in the example above. The effective
peak power then becomes

p eff = (lI:eff) .r:
pk W ocu : (90)
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power by distributing it over many wavelengths Relative to a single channel TX of same duty
cycle , average power, and symbol time Llt, a w-channel WDM transmitter reduces the peak
power and bandwidth of each channel by a factor of w [22]

This benefit could be furthered by intentionally staggering the time alignment of the
WDM channels to reduce K eff .
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overlap, when it occurs is complete. Note that the resulting peak powers occur at discrete levels,
depending on the integer number of pulses that overlap. Also shown are representative thresholds
for the onset of nonlinear effects (vertical dotted line) and FEC cutoff (horizontal dashed line)
[22,479] that break the chart into 4-quadrants. BER performance will be degraded for curves with
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The use of WDM has additional advantages . First, it increases the average input
to the TX power amp, which reduces the ampli fier gain and output ASE, and improves
the output signal-power to ASE ratio. It is also a means of overcoming electronic
bandwidth and performance limitations, enabling scaleable data-rates that can leverage
the available THz optical spectrum .

4. ReceiverTechnologies

Along with photon and power efficiency, important receiver metrics include reliability,
especially in the space environment, and performance in the presence of background
noise and atmospheric channel effects . In this section we will present the relative perfor­
mance of photon-counting, coherent-hornodyne, and preamplified receivers . Systems
based on these technologies show the most promise for next generation solutions for
ultra-long distance communication.

For a quantum-limited optical receiver, the SNR of received optical signals is
ultimately limited by the number of photons/bit, which is independent of the shape
the waveform. This leads to flexibility in the receiver to accept waveforms of arbitrary
shape. The average-power-limited properties of optical power amplifiers discussed in
section 3 allow similar freedom in waveform generation. This combination enables
the use of aggressive pulse shaping to efficiently match the TX signal waveform to
realizable RX filters. Furthermore, there is abundant optical spectrum available which
eliminates channel bandwidth limitations and enables excess spectrum to be traded for
improved sensitivity through modulation and coding .

Note that there is an important distinction between the quantum-limited SNR
defined in Eq. (32) and the optical SNR (OSNR) , which is a commonly used metric for
accessing communication performance in fiber-based WDM systems. As discussed
in section 2.3.5, the quantum-limited SNR is an absolute measure of SNR relative
to quantum-noise (hv) , equivalent to the incident number of photons/bit (for direct­
detection receivers) regardless of signal shape. This is not necessarily the case for
relative measurements of OSNR, which are often determined by measuring the signal
and out-of-band noise power within a specified bandwidth, typically 0.1 nm.The signal
power estimated using this technique can vary with pulse-shape, which can lead to dB­
class waveform-dependent OSNR errors without proper calibration. Moreover, since
the noise power can be much larger than the quantum noise, OSNR measurements of
this type are generally a poor measure of absolute receiver sensitivity-the relevant
metric for most free-space applications.

4.1. Direct Detection-PIN

The most common receiver for high-speed optical communications is the PIN­
photodiode-based detector" shown in Fig. 45. PIN detectors can be extremely wide­
band, with DC to 50+ GHz response commercially available . While PIN-based re­
ceivers are relatively simple, they are the least sensitive and require careful front-end
electronic design to achieve good high-rate performance [20,39,387].

10 The PIN or p-i-n photodiode is a semiconductor-based detector structure with an intrinsic (i) region in

between n- and p-doped regions. Relative to p-n photodiodes, PIN detectors have a thicker depletion region,
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Fig. 45. Schematic of PIN-based direct -detection receiver with input waveform set ), electrical
amplification with load resistance RL ' gain G and noise figure FRF' postdetction filtering with
impulse response hRF(t) and effective electrical bandwidth Be [see Eq. (39)], prior to sample
and thresholding circuitry.

In section 2.3.5, we introduced the subject of shot-noise in the ideal detection
process [(see Eqs. (32) and (35)-(40)] . In practice other noise sources such as dark
current i« and thermal noise contribute to the SNR, with

(91)

a;h = 2q(is + id)Be, [amps"] , (92)

where a;h is the shot noise resulting from signal and dark current, and a;h is the
thermal noise generated in the load resister RL [216] scaled by the amplifier noise
figure FRF [20, Ill]. Incorporating these noise sources into the direct-detection SNR
expression in Eq. (40) we obtain

(93)

where P, is the incident signal power, and i s = RA / W P, is the signal photocurrent.
The detector responsivity R A / W = nq[h» = I mAlmWat 1.55 11m, for detection
efficiency fJ =rvO.8, causing a rv I dB reduction in detected power. When a;h » a;h'
Eq. (93) converges to the quantum-limited SNR in Eq. (40), as expected.

Amplifier noise is often given in terms of thermal noise current density ith
[pA/H zl / 2], which incorporates both thermal noise and amplifier excess noise. This
results in a current noise variance a;h = i;hB [amps''], and corresponds to an effec­
tive resistance Rs« = 4kBT/i;h ' While thermal noise is a white noise source, RF
amplifiers can add frequency dependent 1/f noise, which further degrades the SNR at
frequencies below rv I00 MHz [20]. Relative to the dominant thermal noise, the few
nanoamp dark current typical of detectors at 1.55 11m can be neglected in Eq. (93).

To relate the signal and noise terms to OOK communication performance, we
introduce the Q-factor, which can be expressed as

RA/WPs (1- ER)

J2q(RA / w Ps(1 + ER) + id)Be + 2J(4kBT/RL)FRFBe '

(94)

which improves detection efficiency and reduces capacitance. resulting in wider bandwidth-making them
well suited for communications applications.
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where i 1,0 and 001,0 are mean signal photocurrent and noise terms for the ' I' and '0'
symbols, respectively, and ER = io/i 1 is the modulation extinction ratio (see section
3.5.2), ideally equal to O. With optimized thresholding, the bit-error-rate (BER) can be
estimated by the Q-function given in Eqs. (8) and (9), with the Q-factor above as the
argument. A 10-9 BER is achieved for Q = 6.

To reduce the impact of thermal noise, the load resistance can be increased using
transimpedance amplifiers (TIAs). However, due to residual capacitance this limit s
the bandwidth of the system to about (21rRq-1 [20]. Commercial l-kf? TIAs are
available with Be =7 GHz suitable for 10 Gbps communications. Typical thermal
noise current for this class of devices is i th ="-'7 [pAlHz1j

2 ] , which corresponds to
Reff =320 .0, or equivalently FRF ="-'5 dB. For these parameters, the 10-9 BER
can be achieved with -2ldBm power incident on the detector, which corresponds to
"-'6200 PPB.

Another means of improving the performance of direct -detection RXs limited by
thermal noise is to use low-duty-cycle return-to-zero (RZ) impulsive coding. As noted
by Personick [39] in 1973, and more recently, demonstrated by Boivin et al. [343],
such techniques can lead to several dB enhancement of RX sensitivity. Discussion
of the transmitter considerations of using such waveforms is given in section 3.5.5,
and we elaborate on the use of this class of waveforms in section 5.1 for preamplified
receivers. For further details on optimizing the direct-detection RX, we refer the reader
to thorough analysis by Winzer and Calmar [345].

We note that while PIN-based RX performance is far from ideal, it provides a basis
for understanding the benefits of techniques used to achieve near quantum-limited RX
sensitivities discussed in the following sections.

4.2. Direct Detection Avalanche-Photodiode (APD)

APDs can improve performance over PIN detectors by providing internal gain within
the detection process, which multiplies the photocurrent by an average factor of M .
However as with any amplification process it is not noiseless. The resulting direct­
detection SNR expression becomes [20,121,236]

2qFAPD(iav g + id)Be + (4kBT/RL)FRFBe/M2'
(95)

where F APD is the excess noise factor associated with variations in M. The thermal
noise term is reduced by M 2 relative to the PIN detector, whereas the shot-noise term
is increased by FA PD, which generally grows with M. Typical values of M range from
"-'3 to 100, corresponding to FA P D values of 2 to 10, although these values are vary
considerably depending on wavelength, data rate, and technology. At rates of 10 Gbps ,
M ="-'3 to 10, and FAPD =,,-,4, providing about a IO-dB benefit over PIN-receivers,
with 10-9 BER achieved for -29 dBm or "-'I000 PPB receiver sensitivity (see, e.g.,
[388,389]). At lower rates-less than I Gbps, APDs have demonstrated performance
in the 100 to 200 PPB regime [390-392]. However, PIN-based RXs offers superior
bandwidth and dynamic range ofoperation, and are less temperamental, offering robust
performance over a wide range of environmental conditions.



184 David O. Caplan

4.3. Direct Detection-Photon Counting

Qualitatively, photon-counting detectors can be viewed as an extension of APD-type
detectors with infinite gain in which, a digital output signal is generated for each
detected photon. Due to the binary nature of the detection output , noise in the detection
process appears in the form of dark counts or varying detection efficiency, and the
detector is limited to counting at most one photon per reset time. As a result, the
detector is blinded after a detection event, missing all incident photons until reset,
an effect which is referred to as blocking loss [34,35]. Detector arrays can be used
to extend the dynamic range of detected signal to multiple counts per-interval and
mitigate blocking loss, although this comes at the expense of increased dark count
rate.

Photon-counting receiver architectures have been proposed [1,26,43,169,170,393]
and realized at Mbit/s [44] and <Gbit/s [33,34] data rates with the best demonstrated
coded RX sensitivities near I photonlbit (PPB), with potential for improvement to
multiple-bits/photon sensitivities and greatly simplified processing due to the digital
nature of the counting process.

However, these photon-counting RXs are presently limited to power-starved links
with little or no background noise and < "'Gbit/sec rates due to dark-count and reset­
time constraints, which preclude their use with the sun in the field of view. Rates are
also limited by the need of near-Shannon-limited-capacity coding [42,394] needed to
avoid performance degradation due to dark counts , blocking losses, and background
noise. These powerful FEe codes place additional burden on the RX electronics in
terms ofSWAP and bandwidth constraints[45]. Also, the suitability of the key detector
technologies, Geiger-mode avalanche photodidode (GM-APD) arrays [32] and super­
conducting single photon counting detectors SSPDs [222] has not yet been established
in the space environment. Si-based GM-APDs, for example, have shown sensitivity
to radiation [395], and SSPDs require cooling to cryogenic temperatures, requiring a
significant overhead in SWAP.

For ground-based receivers, however, where reliability and receiver SWAP are not
a driving limitation, these technologies offer significant potential. Unlike coherent and
preamplified RXs, these photon-counting detectors can receive multiple spatial modes
and can efficiently collect signals distorted by the atmospheric channel without the need
for wavefront correction. Furthermore, the net detection area can be efficiently scaled
in distributed telescope arrays without the need to build large and costly telescopes
[396].

The scalable-multimode-detection capability of photon-counting RXs comes with
the expense of increased sensitivity to background noise, which is enhanced by the
broad, several-hundred-nanometer spectral response of the detectors. However, the
background can bemitigated with the use of single-polarization narrow-band low-loss
high-rejection spectral filtering. Such filtering can be implemented using a cascade
of loss-loss volume-Bragg-grating [397] and etalon filters with ",0.5 -I dB insertion
loss and noise-equivalent bandwidth of 0.0 I to 0.1 nm over a spectral range exceeding
500 nm .[398]. Thus, many of the key elements needed for high-performance photon­
counting receivers have been reduced to practice [44]. As the detector technologies
mature, they may become the technology of choice for future ground and space-based
receiver solutions.
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Fig. 46. Schematic of balanced coherent homodyne PSK receiver.

4.4. CoherentHomodyne Receivers

Coherent receivers are another means of boosting the shot noise relative to the thermal
noise though coherent gain in the detection process . Homodyne detection of binary­
PSK provides among the best theoretical RX sensitivity and is spectrally efficient.
Coherent mode-matching requirements combined with matched electrical filtering also
provide superior rejection of background noise over multi-mode receivers, which could
enable, for example, improve communication performance with the sun in the field of
view as noted in section 2.3.7. Information is carried in the phase <Pm(t ) of the optical
carrier and demodulated using a balanced receiver shown in Fig. 46.

The signal is received in one port of a salsa coupler and a local oscillator (LO)
laser of the same frequency is injected into the other input port. The signal and LO
mix at the two balanced square-law detectors, and generate a difference photocurrent
that is given by [20,156,236]

. ( (PLO r. ) ~ ) qLlt(t)= (1Jl-'T]2) -2-+2 +2'T]avgyPsPLO cos(21rLljt+Ll<l>+ <I>m(t» hv

(96)[amps],
2'T]avg ~--v PsPLOcos (Ll<l>m(t»

hv

--+

7)1 =7)2 =7)

f 8=ho

where 1]avg = (1]1 + 1]2) /2 is the average detection (ideally equal to one), !if and
!i<p are the frequency and phase differences between LO and signal, that are set to
zero with feedback from an optical phase-locked loop [153,156,166, 99], and <Pm (t)
contains the (0 or 7l") phase modulation . The resulting SNR is given by [20, 156, 236]

(97)

where the shot noise term is due to the LO power and Ravg = 1]avgq/hv. The local
oscillator noise term alo is the due to excess relative intensity noise (RIN) in the LO,
which vanishes when the two detectors have the same detection efficiency [400,401] .
In this case, the shot noise power can become the dominant noise source by increasing
PLO. In the limit when a;h » a;h:
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(98)SNRp SK = 2'T/~~~s = 4SNRoo ,

four times the SNR of ideal direct-detection. Even in the shot-noise limit, the SNR is
proportional to the detection efficiency 'T/avg, meaningany detectionlosses, including
spatial or polarization mode-mismatch, directly impact RX sensitivity.

However, in practicethe high-sensitivity potentialof opticalPSK has notyet been
realized, in part due to challengingcomponent and laser linewidth requirements, the
need for high-detection efficiencies, signal-LO polarization mismatch, anddifficulties
associated with phase-locking the local-oscillator [156,399]. In the Gbitls regime the
best reported uncoded PSK performance is ",,35 PPB at ",,6Gbitls and ",,80 PPB at
",,8 Gbps [158],providing littleperformance benefitoveropticallypreamplified DPSK
[24,25,133], which is WDM scalable and easier to implement(see Differential Phase
Shift Keying (DPSK) in section 5.2). At lower rates < I Gbps, PSK performance is
somewhatbetter,with uncodedRX sensitivities of 16 and 20 PPB at 4 and 565 Mbps,
respectively [157,195].

Some of the reduction in PSK sensitivity at high data rates can be understood
through the expression for SNR degradation in Eqs. (99)and (I (0). To the extent that
the shot noise does not overwhelm all other sourcesof noise in the receiver, the SNR
is degradedby

( 2) ( . )crth t e q
.1, = 10 log10 1 + -2- = 10 log10 1 + -. - ,

crs h t avg
(99)

. 2k BT
t eq = -- [amps], (100)

qRL

where i e q is the equivalentphotocurrent neededto makecr;h = cr;h ' For RL=50n at
290K (room temperature), i e q =I rnAwhichcorresponds to ""I mW.

In order for shot noise to dominate thermal noise, large photocurrent or load
resistanceis required. Fora maximumphotocurrent of ""I rnA and RL =50n the shot
noise and thermalnoise are equal and the SNR is halved. This penaltycan be reduced
by boostingRL, at theexpensiveof limitingthe bandwidthdue to residualcapacitance
in the TIA. Furthermore, as noted in the Directdetection-PIN section, the effective
resistance in wide bandTIAs is often limited by excess noise to ",,300 n, whichfor a
""I rnA current reduces the RX sensitivity by > II 2 dB.

Thus, the design of the front-end receiver electronics in coherent receivers re­
main critical [402]. At high data rates, achieving near-quantum-limited performance
with coherent-homodynePSK receivers is challengedby a combination of detection­
efficiency, photocurrent, and transimpedance-gain limitations, whereas at lower data
rates, laser-linewidth, RIN, and IIf noise impose additional constraints [20]. In the
following sections,we discuss the use of low-noise high-gain wide-bandwidth pream­
plification as a means of overcoming thermal noise and bandwidth limitations in the
detection process,and reducingthe impactof the front-end designon receiverperfor­
mance.

4.5. Optically Preamplified Direct Detection

Preamplified RXs can directly leveragethe field-tested heritageof telecom-type 1.55
Jlm technologies that are compatible with operation in the space environment and
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Fig. 47. Schematic of an optically preamplified receiver with input signal s(t), optical and RF
postdetction filters ho(t) and hRF(t), respectively, optional polarizer, and sample and thresh­
olding circuitry.

have demonstrated the best sensitivities at high data-rates (>",-,Gbit/s) of 25-30 PPB
for uncoded DPSK and 7-10 PPB with coding [24,25,133]. With the use of M-ary
orthogonal modulation formats, RX sensitivities can approach the 1-2 PPB regime
albeit with substantial bandwidth expansion [15,22]. In this case, the use of hybrid
modulation formats including frequency, position, and polarization modulation along
with WDM rate scaling can be used to access the many THz available in EDFAs at
1.55 JLm and/or YDFAs at 1.06 JLm, and overcome electronic bandwidth limitations.
We address these modulation possibilities further in section 5.3.

In sections 3.5.3 and 3.5.5, we introduced some of the high-level characteristics of
EDFA performance from the transmitter perspective . Here we provide additional detail
on the impact of amplifier noise on SNR and receiver sensitivity. The noise processes in
EDFAs and impact on receiver performance has been discussed extensively in the lit­
erature e.g., [20,36-38,76,77,126,336,340,403-406] . The basic optically preamplified
receiver setup is shown in Fig. 47.

The signal field s(t ) with power Fs(t) = Is(tW is amplified by a factor of G
which adds GNs p noise photons per mode with noise power spectral density NASE

=mhvGNsp [WlHz]. Here, m is the number of polarization modes, and N sp is the
spontaneous emission factor of the ampli fier (NF =2Nsp ) . Out-of-band amplifier noise
(ASE) is removed by optical filter H0 (f), with field impulse response li; (t). The mean
detected signal current is given by

(101)

where Bo and B; are the noise equivalent bandwidths of the filter Ho(f) and signal
S(f) spectra respectively, and

y(t) = s(t) * ho(t) = it s(t - T)ho(T)dT (102)

is the filtered signal field incident on the detector. Due to the square-law detection
process, like-polarized signal and noise components mix, generating S x ASE and
ASE x ASE noise terms in addition to shot-noi se a;h and thermal noise a;h 'After the
postdetection filter noise-terms are given by [344,345]
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00 00

alsE xAsE = ! d71hRF(t - TI}! dT2hRP(t - T2)2NlsE IRa (71 - T2)1
2

, (103)

-00 - 00

a~XASE(t) =; Re{I: dT1hRF(t - TI}

X I: dT21 hRF(t - T2)2NASEY*(TI}Ro (71 - T2) Y(T2)} , (104)

a ;h= 2q(RA/WGPs +mGNspBo+ id)Be, (105)

a;h = (4kBT/RL)FRFBe, (106)

where R;(t) = ho(t) *b; (t) is the filter autocorrelation, hRF (t) is the RF (electrical)
filter impulse response, and Be is the noise equivalent bandwidth of RF filter given
in Eq. (39). For square optical filter Ho(f) and Ps(t) constant, Eqs. (103) and (104)
reduce to [20, 37, 126]

2 2 2 2 2 P,
aSxASE ~ 4RA/WGPsNASEBo = 4q NspTJ G hIJBo, (107)

alsE xAsE ~ mRl/wNlsEBe(2Bo - Be) ~ m (NspTJqGBo)2, (108)

and the expression for SNR becomes

(PsR A / W G)2
SNRPreamp = 2 2 2 2

a sh + a t h +aSxASE +aASExASE

(p !1!1.)2
= ,,2 ,,2 s hI' 2 P B' (109)
~ +~ +m(NspTJqBo) +4q2NspTJ2~~

where we have assumed Bs = rvBe, a subject discussed further in section 5.1.2.
For large gain, optical bandwidth, and bit rate (e.g., G >rv40 dB, Be > I GHz, and

Rb > IGbps), the a;h and a;h terms are overwhelmed by the a~ x ASE and aiSE x ASE

terms. Form = I and Nsp=I, when

Ps Bo
=

hIJ 4 ' (110)

(I II)

a~XASE and aiSEXASE terms become equal [20]. Normalizing Eq. (110) by the bit
rate this condition becomes

~ = PPB = Bo ~! .
hIJRb 4Rb 4

For these filtering condit ions (B; ~ Be ~ Rb), this implies that whenever the number
of photons/bit » 1/4, a~XASE » a iSE XASE ' In this case, Eq. (109) becomes

(112)

and we approach ~ shot-noise limited direct-detection performance as expected due
to the 3-dB noise figure of the optical amplifier. Note the performance in this limit
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is not impacted by thermal noise or detection efficiency. For high-sensitivity applica­
tions, G >rv40 dB is often necessary depending on the data rate and amplifier design,
sometimes requiring more than two gain-stages and photocurrent > rv I mA to over­
come all other sources of noise. This makes high-current-capable high-speed 50 n
photodetectors attractive [407,408] . Wideband transimpedance amplifiers can reduce
this power requirement somewhat, but scaling the EDFA output power to the necessary
levels is relatively straightforward and it is often challenging to obtain the combina­
tion of bandwidth, waveform fidelity, and dynamic-range of operation of the filtered
EDFA-PIN photodetector combination with the addition of RF amplifiers . The satu­
rating characteristics of the EDFA combined with adjustable pump power in the final
gain stage can be useful for performing automatic gain control when operating over a
wide range of power-levels or data rates.

The addition of a polarizer eliminates half the ASE (and other orthogonally polar­
ized background [47,223]) , leading to theoretical sensitivity improvements, which are
typically about 0.5 dB in practice [41]. This requires some form of polarization control
in the TX, RX, or both. Unlike coherent RXs, for preamplified RXs this is an option,
and we note that control of polarization can increase sensitivity and extend modulation
options as discussed in section 5.3.

Like coherent receivers, single-polarization optically preamplified receivers when
implemented with matched optical filtering provide true-single-mode background re­
jection (see section 2.3.7), and therefore can perform well with the sun in the field of
view (as long as coupling and tracking elements continue to function) . In fact, since
preamplified RX SNR is already degraded by ASE noise, the change in SNR due to
solar background is less than that for coherent receivers .

The combination of low-noise, high-gain and bandwidth available in preamplified
RXs relaxes many of the downstream component requirements in the receiver. Since
EDFA gain and power in the preamplifier are inexpensive, they are a cost-effective
means of achieving near quantum-limited receiver sensitivity over a wide range of data
rates and modulation formats . Furthermore, rare-earth-doped EDFA and YDFA tech­
nologies have been shown to be robust in the space environment [198,204,380,409],
making it the present technology of choice for future space-based applications. Meth­
ods of optimizing preamplified RX performance are discussed in the next section .

5. Performance and Implementation Considerations

For average-power-limited optical transmitters operating over the free-space channel,
without dispersion or nonlinear impairments, the signaling waveform can be chosen
arbitrarily without sacrificing transmitted power (subject to constraints discussed in
section 3.5.5). This enables the selection of robust waveforms that are well suited
for optimum communications performance and facilitates all-optical matching of the
transmitter to the receiver [10]. With an abundance of available optical spectrum,
waveforms can be chosen to provide nearly matched performance at multiple rates,
diminished lSI, with little or no power penalty at the transmitter end. This approach is
a paradigm shift from conventional techniques based on peak-power and bandwidth­
limited RF designs , where there is always a significant trade between the choice of
waveforms, filtering, and the power transmitted .
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Fig.48. Schematic of an average-power-Iimited MaPA TX withoutput fieldwaveform STX (t)
separatedfroma preamplified RXbyanattenuating channel.A band-pass opticalfilteris followed
by a polarizer, square-law detector, and postdetection sampling. The electrical responseof the
receiver is assumedto be relatively wideband, so that RF filtering is not explicitly included.

In the remainderof this section,we willcombinewellknownconceptsof matched
filtering with the use of pulse shaping in the transmitter and optical filtering in the
receiver to achieve robust high-sensitivity performance in optically preamplified re­
ceivers.

5.1. Waveform and Filtering Considerations

For high-rate and high-sensitivity applications, the MOPA TX and optically prearn­
plifiedRX setup shown in Fig. 48 havedemonstrated the best performance. It is well
knownthat matchedoptical filtering yields the best performance for a signalcorrupted
by AWGN noise [156,410]. The SNR relative to the optimal matchedfiltercondition
is given by [18,120,411]

(113)

where STX(t) is the optical signal (field) waveform and ho(t) is the optical receiver
filter (field) impulse response. The resultingSNR (.1,) is maximized whenever

S(t) = h(-t) ~ S(f) = H*(f) . (114)

The ratio in Eq. (113) represents the filtered signal waveform (power incident on the
detector)as a function of time, normalizedby the productof signaland filterwaveform
energies. The best SNR is achieved by sampling this waveform at its maximum.

The matching condition does not specify the waveform; rather it specifies the
optimumrelationship betweenthe signal STX (t) and filterho(t), thatoccurs whenthe
filterimpulseresponseis the time-reverse of the signalwaveform. For waveforms that
are symmetric in time, Le., s(t) = s(-t), the matching conditionsreduce to

FT
~ (115)

meaning the signal and filter impulse response have the same shape in both the time
and frequency domains.
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Early efforts towards optimizing preamplified RX sensitivity for high-rate op­
tical systems focused on matching square non-retum-to-zero (NRZ) ·signal wave­
forms[410,412] or optimizing performance with available Fabry-Perot (FP) optical
filters .[128,404,4 13,4 14]. The NRZ waveform is particularly difficult to match as we
show later in this section, and is prone to inter-symbol interference (lSI) penalties since
the NRZ waveform energy is uniformly distributed between the symbol boundaries.
This is especially problematic when received with the asymmetric exponentially de­
caying response of the FP filter, which requires a large optical bandwidth, B; = 3.7Rb
and tight postdetection filtering in order to avoid significant lSI penalties [413]. The
optimized FP bandwidth in this case is more than seven times larger than the best FP
filter without lSI (see Table II).

Matched optical filtering is desirable since it minimizes ASE or other out-of-band
background optical noise, such as black-body radiation (see section 2.3.7) or inter­
channel-interference (lei) from adjacent WDM wavelengths, prior to conversion to
the electrical domain . In this regard, all-optical matched filtering is desirable, from
the standpoint of achieving optimum sensitivity [36,156] and a secondary benefit of
improved spectral efficiency, since it enables tighter channel spacing [13].

The use of pulse-shaping in average-power-limited optical transmit ters [10] im­
proves RX sensitivity for two primary reasons . First it can reduce lSI penalties and
second , it can facilitate the matching of the transmit waveform to realizable optical fil­
ters. This has led to high-sensitivity demonstrations (--",2 dB from theory) of multi-rate
variable-duty-cycle PPM [11,12], and RZ-OOK and RZ-DPSK [129] using FP optical
filters.

Fortunately, there are many good waveforms that are easily generated (see section
3.5) and a wide selection of available filters such as single and multi-pass Fabry-Perot
and dielectric filters, arrayed-waveguide (AWG), diffraction [415], and fiber Bragg
(FBG) grating filters [133,416], and integrated waveguide filters [417]. Many of these
can be customized to achieve a desired transfer function [418].

For the TX and RX in Fig. 48, the optimum signal-lo-filter pulse-width-ratio {J,
defined as the ratio of signal FWHM to filter-impulse-response FWHM power wave­
forms, is calculated for a variety of waveform and filter type combinations summarized
in the Matching Matrix in Table II. For each waveform, the time-bandwidth product
(L1tI L1fI) is given for 3, 10, and 20 dB signal power levels. The SNR loss (L1,) is
given in dB for the optimized (3, without post-detection filtering. Note that lSI effects
are assumed to be negligible, which is valid if these pulsed waveform s are of suffi­
ciently low duty-cycle . No electrical filtering is included in this optimization, implying
that the receiving electronics is relatively wide-band relative to the optical filter.

Also listed is the ~ dB (3-margin, which is the percent change from the optimum
(3 that can be tolerated with less than ~ dB reduction in SNR. This is an important
measure of the SNR or matching robustness for the signal-filter pair and the sensitivity
to deviations from the optimum . In this regard, the matched square waveform is a poor
performer, a subject discussed further in section 5.1.2.

The example below illustrates how to use the matching matrix in Table II .

Determine the optimum RX filter bandwidth for a IO-Gbps data stream
formed by RZ-33% pulse carver.

From its name and as shown in Fig. 29, the FWHM of the RZ-33% is 33% of
the period. For 10 Gbps, this would correspond to a 33-ps FWHM . Using a
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Table 11. Matchingmatrixof 14signalingwaveform types (powerpulseshapes)anda selection
of four receiverfilters. The SNR loss, .el, is calculatedfor the optimum{3 =To/Ts, defined as
the ratio of signalFWHM to filter-impulse-responsepwjjjq (power)waveforms. Also listed for
each filter type is the ~ dB {3 margin. which is the percent deviation in {3 with < ~ dB SNR
change.
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matched Gaussian filter. the optimum filter impulse response ({3 =1.1) has a
FWHM of ",30 ps. From the time-bandwidth product. this corresponds to a
14.7 GHz filter. which provides nearly optimum SNR performance (",0 dB
SNR loss) and can accommodate up to a ",60% bandwidth mismatch with
only 0.5 dB added penalty.

The relaxed tolerances in this example can be used to assist in manufacturing yields
and reduce component cost. The flexibility in filter bandwidth permits, for example,
widening the filter to mitigate lSI or narrowing the filter to diminish ICI with little or
no SNR penalty.

5.1.1. Symmetric Filtering

Pulse-shaping at the transmitter can be exploited to implement near optimum com­
munications waveforms with non-ideal components (modulators, drivers, and receiver
filters). Consider the TX in Fig. 37 with a wide-band optical source generating short
(impulse-like) pulses in time followed by a high-gain APL amplifier with optical fil­
tering. Passive optical filtering can be used to perform TX pulse shaping such that
STX(J) ~ Hnet(J). A symmetrically filtered RX has the same net optical filtering,
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Hnet (I), and if the filter time-response is also symmetric, match filtered performance
can be achieved . For filters with an asymmetric response, such as the Fabry-Perot,
with multi-pass or cascaded filtering, the response can be made progressively more
symmetric (and Gaussian-like). In this manner, near optimum communications per­
formance can achieved by cascading readily available filters which would otherwise
yield sub-optimal performance when used individually [10]. Mathematically, this is
equivalent to convolving a function with itself, which qualitatively tends to spread a
function making it more symmetric .

The performance benefits of using symmetric TX and RX filtering for cascaded
asymmetrical filters can be observed for the case of the commonly used Fabry-Perot
filter (FPn

) listed in Table 11. Without additional filtering, a first-order FP incurs
a 2.7-dB SNR loss. For the second order (Fp 2 ) , which can be implemented by a
double-pass through a single FP, the SNR falls about I dB from optimum. A three­
pass configuration yields a mere ""0.6 dB deviation , and as expected, departure from
the optimum continues to diminish as additional iterative passes are made, and the
time domain signal becomes increasingly symmetric. Note that along with increased
symmetry, the time and frequency domain characteristics of FPn start to resemble
those of a Gaussian, the subject of the next section .

5.1.2. Gaussian Waveforms and Matched Optical Filtering

Combining symmetricfiltering with the use of matched Gaussian -like waveforms [14],
nearly optimal performance can be achieved with relaxed filter tolerances [13,133].
Gaussian waveforms are relatively easy to generate (see Pulsed Waveform Generation
in section 3.5.2) and Gaussian filters can be realized with filter technologies such as
diffraction gratings [13,415] , AWGs [419,420], apodized FBGs [133,421], and cas­
caded filters discussed in the previous section . The Gaussian probability distribution
function is known as a minimum-uncertainty-packet in quantum-mechanics, providing
the minimum variance in two conjugate variables (e.g., position and momentum, or ar­
rival time and energy ofa particle). As a signaling waveform, Gaussian waveforms have
a narrow time-bandwidth product, fJ./I fJ.tI =0.44 (at the 3-dB power point), making
them well suited for both TDM and WDM communications. The Gaussian function
is part of a class of functions known as "Self-characteristic functions" [422], which
have a Fourier transform of the same form, i.e., a Gaussian time-domain waveform
also has a Gaussian spectrum. Another well known optical waveform which shares this
property is the soliton, which is Gaussian-like and also has a narrow time-bandwidth
product (see Table II). The soliton waveform is considered for use in ultra-high-speed
fiber-optic links since the waveform maintains its shape due to a balance of disper­
sion and nonlinearities [111,236,423,424] . In this regard, fiber-based communications
using solitons is similar to communication over the dispersionless free-space channel.

5.1.2.1. Relaxed Filter Tolerances

In contrast with self-characteristic minimum-uncertainty waveforms, the square-NRZ
signaling waveform, which is completely contained in the time-domain, has a fre­
quency domain spectrum with infinite extent, making it a poor choice for use in dense
WDM systems . Furthermore, as noted earlier, the square waveform is susceptible to
inter-symbol interference (lSI) penaltie s and requires tight filter tolerances to avoid
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Fig. 49. Signal Si(t) = Is(t)12 in solid line and filter impulse response hi(t) = Ihf(tW in
dashed line for Gaussian and square waveforms in (a) and (b) above. The pulse width ratio j3 is
defined as the signal FWHM to filter-impulse-response FWHM. For the waveforms in (a) and
(b), j3 =2. (c) Shows the reduction in SNR as a function of j3 for matched Gaussian and square
filters.

SNR penaltiesas illustrated for the case of Gaussianand square matchedfilters in Fig.
49.

In Fig.49(a), a widerGaussiansignalwaveform (solid)and filterimpulseresponse
(dashed)are shown.The full-width-half-max pulse width ratio for the signal and filter
response is defined as {3, where the matched filteroccurs for (3 = I. Similarly,a wide
square-signal-waveform andfilter-response areshowninFig.49(b).Forbothwaveform
types illustrated,(3 = 2. ExcludinglSI effects,theSNR penalty(,1,) is calculatedusing
Eq. (113) and plotted for Gaussian and Square waveform types in Fig. 49(c). While
both Gaussian and square waveforms have no penalty for the matched condition ({3
=0), the square degrades much more quickly from waveform-filter mismatch. For a
60% mismatch ({3 =1.6), the Gaussian incurs ",0.5 dB, whereas the square waveform
degrades by ",2 dB. For SNR loss < 4dB the square filterbandwidth must be within
10%of the signal bandwidth,effectively six x moreor sensitiveto mismatchthan the
Gaussian at the 4dB point. For {3 =2, the square waveform SNR degrades by 2 dB
more than the Gaussian, illustrating that the Gaussian waveform is more robust and
easier to match than the square.

In an attempt to capture both SNR magnitude and its matching tolerance for a
particularwaveform combination in a single term, we introduce Ll,eff , definedas the
averageSNR for {3optimum < {3 < 1.6, i.e.,

11. 6 !3o p t im u m ,1, ({3) d{3
A. .Bop t m m m
.w'eff = -~------­

0 .6{3optimum
(116)

,1, is listed in Table 12and displayed in Fig. 50 for severalsignaling waveforms and
filter types, sorted by Ll,eff, and shows Gaussian-like properties and better effective
SNR.
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Table 12. Effective Matching-matrix. Effective SNR loss, L.\')'eff resulting from the overlap of
several signaling waveform types (power pulse shapes) with a selection of RX optical filters.
sorted by L.\')'eff from Eq. (116). lSI effects are neglected.

Signal I~celver Filter, hl(t)
---------------- --

Waveform, stCt) II Gauss I, _FP' T.FP' I~~~~.sI21[~~~~ JI.Gaus
141ISquare Ii.. FP

Gaussian 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.8 1.1

RZ-33% 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.5 0.4 0.7 1.1
- - -

RZ40% 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.7 1.1----- - --- I - -- ---
Soliton 0.2 0.4 ~4_ 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.8 1--- --- - ---
RZ-50% 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.7 1.1--- --- - - - - --
RZ-53% 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.5 0.4 0.6 1.1 _

- -- -
RZ~6% 0.3 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.6 0.5 0.6 1.1--- --------- ------------

SuperGauss(21 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.7 1--- --- ._----- --- ------ ---FP(' I 0.3 0.7 0.7 0.4 0.8 0.5 0.8 1.6--- ------ - - - --- ------ ---FP(31 0.3 0.7 0.7 0.4 0.9 0.6 0.8 1.7--- --- ------ - - - --- --- ---
Fpl21 0.4 0.9 0.9 0.5 1.1 0.6 0.7 1.8------------ --- --- - -----

SuperGauss(41 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.7 0.5 0.7 1.2--- --- --- --- --- - - - --- ---
Square 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.9 1.2 1 1------------ --- ---------

FP 1.0 1.6 1.6 1.0 1.9 1.0 1 2.7

-'- - -:5- 3-0 -~.- ~.~~.~ .~.~~:~:~·-r~~·~ ·-~~~ · ·~-~·~·~I
11_ · _ . _ ~._ .. - •

. • . . . • 20·25 .

0 1 5-2 0
0 1 0-1.5
. 0 5-1 0 • .•. · •

. ' 0 0 0-0 5

Fig. 50. Effective SNR loss for a variety of signal and filter shapes sorted L.\')'eff . The more
symmetric, Gaussian-like waveforms yie ld better SNR performance, wherea s the sharp-edged
square and asymmetric FP filters incur the biggest losses .

5.1.2.2. Reduced Sensitivity to TimingJitter

The SNR analysis in section 5.1 assumes that the received waveform is sampled at its
maximum. However, deviations from the optimum sample point due to noise in the
clock-recovery processes [236,419,425] or other sources of timing-jitter [426] reduce
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Fig. 51. Convolution of signal and matched filter field-impulse-response h(t) for square (top)
and Gaussian waveforms (bottom) of the same pulse-width. The filtered signal field y(t) is the
solid line and signal power (e.g., photocurrent after square law detection) is in the dotted line
(13).
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Fig. 52. SNR sensitivity to timing jitter for matched Gaussian-like and square-NRZ waveforms
(excluding lSI) (13).

the SNR at the thresholding circuitry which degrades RX performance. Such effects
are dependent on waveform shape as shown in Figs. 51 and 52, where, square s(t)
and Gaussian g(t) field waveforms are received by their respective matched filters
h(t) . The output from the matched optical filter y(t) = s(t) * h(t), with detected
photocurrent i( t) = 1Jly(tW, indicated by the dotted-lines in Fig. 51.

The convolution of the square waveform and its matched filter yields the triangular
waveform, which is subsequently narrowed by the square-law detection processes.
The best SNR is achieved by sampling photocurrent at the peak. In this case, the peak
is a relatively narrow target, which tends to magnify the any SNR penalties due to
fluctuations in the sample time .

For the Gaussian waveform, the matched-filtered output is broadened 41% by the
convolution process, but the waveform remains Gaussian. After square-law detection,
the received photocurrent still has a Gaussian shape, but the pulse width is reduced by
y'2, so that it has the same pulse width and shape as the incident signal field. Note
that the peak sampling point for the Gaussian is a much broader target than that of the
square. The resulting SNR degradation (.1,) as a function of time deviation from the
optimum sampling point is shown in Fig. 52.
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The sensitivity of matched-Gaussian-like waveforms to timing errors and sam­
pling duration is significantly better than that of matched-square waveforms as shown
above. This can reduce the impact of timing-errors from a variety of sources (e.g.,
Gordon-Haus timing-jitter [426]), and relax tolerances for sampling speed, accuracy,
and stability of clock-recovery and detection hardware. This is especially important
for M -ary PPM and high-rate communications which are more sensitive to the effects
of timing jitter. For example , at 40 Gbps the timing precision required for less than
0.1 dB penalty is "" I ps for 33% RZ waveforms . Despite being three-times wider, the
square-NRZ waveform is over three-times more sensitive than 33% RZ to timing jitter,
requiring ..1t < ",,300 fs for < 0.1 dB penalty. For only ..1t = "" I ps SNR is reduced
by ""0.35 dB, excluding additional lSI penalties .

5.1.2.3. Combined Optical and Postdetection Filtering

For systems where electronic bandwidth is a limitation, both optical and RF postdetec­
tion filtering can be adjusted for better overall RX performance. Practically, obtaining
RF bandwidths wide relative to the data rate is not always an option, but SNR loss
(..1')') can be avoided to a large extent, by increasing the optical filter bandwidth ac­
cordingly. As noted earlier, a similar trade between optical and RF bandwidths can
be used to compensate when suitable narrow (matched) optical filtering is unavailable
[345,346,404].

The SNR penalty as a function of optical and electrical bandwidths [344,345,404­
406,427,428] has been evaluated for a variety of waveforms and filter shapes, often
numerically and for the case ofoptical filters with bandwidths wide relative to the signal
spectrum. Below, we evaluate Gaussian-like signal-waveforms and Gaussian-optical­
and postdetection-RX filters for which the impact of deviations from the matched
condition on SNR can be estimated analytically [429].

The SNR trade space for optical- and RF- filter time-respon se pulse widths (To
and TRF) relative to the optical signal pulse width (Ts ) is shown in Fig. 53. We use the
signal-pulsewidth for normalization rather than the bit-duration (Tbit) since matching
is independent of data rate. The bit period, for instance, can be adjusted to vary the
data rate or lengthened to reduce the effects of lSI if needed .

As expected, for wide RF filtering (TRF / T s « 1), optimum performance is
achieved for the matched condition, when f3 = t.Jr, =1, but extends over a large
sweetspot surrounding the dashed centerline (TRF :::::; 3(Ts - To)) . As noted earlier, the
Gaussian waveform relaxes the optical filter tolerances needed for nearly-matched per­
formance, i.e., <""0.1 to 0.2 dB filtering penalty. Similar benefits are seen for Gaussian
electrical filters.

If the Ts/rbit ratio is sufficiently short, lSI penalties can be made negligibly small,
and the analysis in Fig. 52 is broadly applicable. Otherwise, uncorrected lSI penalties
start to degrade performance for longer To and TRF (upper right quadrant), compress­
ing the SNR contours towards shorter pulse widths (lower left quadrant) as TsfTb it

increases . Staying to the lower-left of the centerline. avoids lSI penalties as shown
for the displayed RZ33, RZ40, and RZ50 data points. The SNR-optimized pulsewidth
coordinates for Gaussian filter and RZ signals shown in Fig. 53 are linked to the data
rate and bit duration is in Table 13.

For all three waveform types, optical and electrical bandwidths can be chosen for
near-quantum-limited performance well within the O.I-dB SNR sweetspot in Fig. 53,
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Fig.53. Estimated SNR impact (Ll,) on a preamplified receiver with combined optical and RF
Gaussian filtering and low photon/bit Gaussian signal s. Contours represent lines of constant SNR
(in dB) as a function of both RF and optical filter-respon se-pulse-widths relative to the signal
power pulse width Ts . lSI effects are not included in this calculation since they are dependent

on both waveform shape and duty-cycle. However, lSI can be neglected for small To and TRF
(the lower-right quadrant of the filter space) and for low-duty-cycle waveforms , i.e., T s « Tbit .

Detailed parameters for RZ33, RZ40, and RZ50 points are given in Table 13. Simulations based
on SNR analysis by J. Shapiro [429).

Table 13. Relative pulse width and bandwidth for data points shown in the optimized SNR region
of Fig. 53. The bit duration Tb = IIR =I for all entrie s. Optical parameters are in terms of FWHM
intensity.

__~pl!c!!~i911~~' I____()p~~

_S{~;.:~ l~~b)I~L~.~;~_~ ~;~~~bn ~1~t.J~~~~[~';-f~!~~ i~ ~~~t. :~~fRF- r :~ ,
RZ33 0.33 0.49 1.5 0.21 0.65 0.44 2.1 0.30 0.90 0.22 0.7
RZ33 0.33 0.49 1.5 0.25 0.75 0.44 1.8 0.20 0.60 0.22 1.1

RZ33 f-.Qd.~.. ..Q..:l.!1.. .L~. .Jl~~~._ JM?. _Q~4L ...LL ..QJ.lL .QJQ.. J).:..~L ..~.L
RZ40 0.4 0.55 1.4 0.26 0.65 0.44 1.7 0.32 0.80 0.22 0.7
RZ40 0.4 0.55 1.4 0.30 0.75 0.44 1.5 0.20 0.50 0.22 1.1

.B.~4~ f--.QA_- __Q..?L __.1.L _Jl_·lL _Q&9_ _Q~¥-.. ...LL ..QJA.. ..lL~i. _~L~L .1&..
RZ50 0.5 0.66 1.3 0.35 0.70 0.44 1.3 0.30 0.60 0.22 0.7
RZ50 0.5 0.66 1.3 0.38 0.75 0.44 1.2 0.23 0.45 0.22 1.0
RZ50 0.5 0.66 1.3 0.41 0.82 0.44 1.1 0.12 0.24 0.22 1.8

with realizable optical filter bandwidths rv I to 2 times the data rate (R) and RF filter
bandwidths 0.7 to 2.2 R. When limited RF bandwidth drives the design, the optical
filter can bechosen to reduce the RF bandwidth to < 0.7R with little or no SNR penalty.
The breadth of matching tolerance is also noticeable . For an optical filter bandwidth
of about 1.3R, nearly optimal performance can be achieved for all three waveforms
with RF bandwidth between Rand 2R.
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We note that with nearly matched optical filters, a single-polarization preamplified
RX achieves true single-mode spatio-tcmporal filtering, which maximizes rejection to
background noise, but also modifies the ASE noise statistics [122-125] . While accurate
analysis of single-mode Bose-Einstein and noncentral-negative-binomial distributions
for '0' and 'I' ASE statistics, respectively, may influence theoretical predictions of
optimum threshold and receiver sensitivity, they are unlikely to impact the results
above. Near-quantum-limited demonstrations using this class of Gaussian waveforms
and filters for OOK [13] and DPSK [133] modulation lend additional support to the
analysis above.

5.1.3. Optimized Multi-Rate Transceivers

In many free-space applications, the flexibility to operate over a wide range of data
rates is desirable since it provides a straightforward means of adjusting the transmit­
ted signal-to-noise ratio, providing increased margin as needed. This can be used to
accommodate varying link losses, due to changes in link distance or atmospheric chan­
nel effects , or compensate for performance degradation and extend the useful lifetime
of the system. Especially in space-based systems, such capabilities should not incur
increased complexity, SWAP,or reduction in RX sensitivity.

For systems that employ APL amplifiers (see section 3.5.3), multi-rate communica­
tions with nearly matched filtering can be efficiently implemented[11,15].As discussed
in the sections 5.1.1 and 5.1.2, the transmitter pulse shape can be adjusted so that it is
well matched to the receiver without sacrificing transmitted energy-per-bit. This can
be extended to multiple bit-rates simply by lowering the duty-cycle or average rep­
etition rate [10-12,15], causing the peak output power to increase while the average
saturated output power remains constant (see Figs. 35 and 36). Lowering the bit-rate
in this manner while maintaining the same pulse shape and width (i.e., reducing the
duty cycle), increasing the transmitted energy-per-bit thereby improving the error rate
while maintaining optimum performance.

This variable-duty-cycle multi-rate approach has been demonstrated for binary­
PPM at 51 to 1244 Mbps [11,12] with performance ",2 dB from quantum-limited
theory at all rates. Subsequent M-PPM demonstrations at 2.5 Gslotsls [15] similarly
yielded near-quantum-limited multi-rate performance but with improved sensitivities
(see Fig. 61), spanning a range exceeding 20 dB with only a 12-dB change in data
rate. Such features are particularly useful for providing bandwidth on demand or fall­
back modes for communications over a noisy or uncertain channel since SNR can be
improved by simply lowering the duty cycle (bit-rate) without additional penalties or
hardware . It is particularly well suited for free space laser communications since it
allows for graceful degradation without significant cost or complexity. Effects that can
limit the range of practical duty cycles are discussed in section 3.5.5.

Variable duty cycle techniques can also be used to simplify multi-rate DPSK
receivers [10,134] discussed in the next section . With a reconfigurable DI (see section
5.2.4) that can adjust the delay to accommodate the bit rate, a single filter design can be
used to achieve nearly-quantum-limited receiver sensitivity at all rates. Alternatively,
for harmonically related data rates, a fixed DI sized to the lowest rate can be used [134]
along with appropriate differential precoding . In this case, the same DI can be used
to simultaneously demodulate multiple-rate WDM-DPSK signals (see section 5.2.3),
providing both rate-flexibility and WDM scalability [136].
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Fig. 54. Typical opticallypreamplified DPSKreceiver.

5.2. Differential Phase Shift Keying (DPSK)

Opticaldifferential-phase-shift-keying (DPSK)modulation was introduced in section
2.2.1 as a means of improving sensitivity over commonly used OOK. DPSK theo­
retically can offer among the best combined spectral and photon efficiency without
requiring a coherent local-oscillator-based receiver. This has generated considerable
attention by both the FSO communityand the telecom industry, and led to the most
sensitive high-rate demonstrations [24,25,41 ,128-131,133,172]. However the sensi­
tivitybenefits of DPSKcome at the cost of increasedcomplexity overOOK, requiring
a phase modulator and differential precoding in the TX, and an optical delay-line
interferometer(DI) and balanceddetection in the RX as shown Fig. 54. The remain­
ing DPSK RXelements includingsubsequentelectrical amplification and filtering are
similar to OOK RXs.

In practice, the complexities associatedwithDPSKmakeit challengingto achieve
the potential3-dB sensitivity advantage over OOK.The most significant performance
penalties result from residualchirp in the transmitterwaveforms [132,142] discussed
section3.5.2, andalignmentof DIand the signalwavelength [144,146,430], discussed
in the section 5.2.2. Smallerdegradations in DPSKperformance arise from non-ideal
interferometerdelay [135,146,31], extinction ratio, and detector imbalancein ampli­
tude and timing [132,145]. The reader is directed to an excellent tutorialon long-haul
fiber-based DPSKsystemsby Gnauckand Winzerin [132]andother references in this
section for further details and analysisof DPSKperformance.

Despitethesepossibledegradations, DPSKreceiversensitivities closelyapproach­
ing quantum-limited theorycan beachieved[133]. However, it is importantto realize
that while implementation penalties may individually be considered negligible, the
combinedimpactof severalof theseeffectscould be prohibitive. Unless the improve­
ment in RX sensitivity can be realizedwith long-termreliability, DPSKprovideslittle
value for free-space applications, in contrast with long-haul fiber-based DPSK appli­
cations, which benefit from the reduction of nonlinear impairments that result from
lower peak power.

In the DPSKreceiver, theDI enablesa comparison of theopticalphasebysplitting
the opticalsignal field and recombining the twopolarization-aligned components with
a relativetime-delay rd. At the output coupler, the two overlapping field components
interfereconstructively or destructively depending on the relativephase of the differ­
entiallyencodedbits, withthe resultingoutputpowerproportional to theproductof the
two fields, beingdirected to the first or secondoutput port. Forcomplete interference,
the incidentfields needto havethesameamplitude, anda delaythat is a positive integer
multiplen of the bit-period7bit [134,135], i.e.,
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(117)

where FSR is the DI free spectral range. Since the data rate Rb = IIThit , it is ideally
equal to an integer multipleof the FSR, resulting in a delay-error .dT = lTd - Thit I=
0. The associateddelay-erroror rate-to-FSR mismatchpenalty is limited to less "-'0.3
dB for .dT < 0.05Tbit [146,431]. However, for larger errors, the SNR degradation is
waveform and filterdependent[135]. For receivers optimizedfor 33%-RZwaveforms,
10% and 14%delay-errors lead to ,,-,0.5 dB and "-'I dB SNR penalties, respectively.
While manufacturers typically specify a "-'I% tolerance for the DI delay accuracy, in
practice, largerdelay-errors can result from channel-rate changes in deployedsystems
to accommodate different FEC overhead [132] or to simplify WDM-DPSK receiver
implementation while maintaining compliancewithexistingwavelength and rate stan­
dards [149,151,432,433].

For stability, size, and performance reasons, r« is typically chosen to equal only
one bit period.This relaxessignalcoherencerequirements[264], minimizesfrequency­
alignment penalties, and simplifiesTX precoding, whichcan be implemented with an
ORgate to logicallycombineDATA andCLOCKinputstodriveaT-flip-flop[140,434­
436], causing the transmitted phase to change wheneverthe DATA is a ' I'. However,
for multi-rate and multi-channel DPSKapplicationsdiscussed later, it can bedesirable
to use a multiple-bitdelay to accommodate simplified implementations that provide
rate-flexibility and scalability with penalty-free performance that is compatible with
existing channel-rate and channel-spacingstandards [135, 136].

The DI outputs are received with balanced detection, which generates a signal
.di(t) that is proportional to the power difference between the two output arms of
the DI. This can be implementedby directly subtracting the photocurrentoutput from
discrete [128]or integratedbalancedphotodetectors [25,408,437], or usingsubsequent
differentialelectronics to generate the differencesignal [25,130,159], all of which are
commerciallyavailablewith bandwidthsexceeding 40 GHz. Balanced detection pro­
videsan implementation benefitover singledetector RXs since the resultingphotocur­
rent deviationbetween "0" and " I" symbols is twice that of single-detector receivers,
making it easier to directly overcome the noise threshold in the subsequent decision
circuitry without additional RF amplifiers.

5.2.1. DPSKWavelengthAlignment Considerations

Of the additional RX elements needed for DPSK, the delay-line interferometeroften
imposesthe mostdemandingrequirements. Forgood performancethe DI is preferably
polarization insensitiveand the two arms mustbestable to a small fraction of a wave­
length. This requires careful, thermo-mechanical packagingand/or activestabilization
[432,438-440], adding to DI size, weight, power, and cost. The DI is most commonly
implementedwithan asymmetricMach-Zehnder design (seesection 3.5.2 fordetailed
description), although MichelsonII [432,441,442] and Sagnac-interferometer-based

11 Albert Abraham Michelson, 1852-1931 . invented and built what has become known as the Michelson­

interferometer, used in accurat e measurements of length and the speed of light. Conducted the Michelson­
Morley experiment (1887) with E. W. Morley, which attempted to detect the expect ed difference in the
speed of light caused by the motion of the earth . Michelson was awarded the Nobel Prize in physics in

1907.
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Fig.55. Periodic transfer function (fringes) of a DI: sin20 and cos2 0 outputs ; and calculated
(.1')' calc) and measured (.1')'exp d SNR penalties at 10- 9 BER as a function of carrier frequency
offset .1/. normalized by the DI FSR (assuming polarity correction) (443).

designs [440] with an equivalent transfer function [see Eqs. (57)-(60)] may be used
as well (see section 5.2,4 on Reconfigurable DPSK Demodulators below).

In contrast to the Mach-Zehnder interferometer-based modulators discussed in
section 3.5.2, where a short sub-picosecond static time delay is desirable, the rela­
tively long delay of at least one bit-period needed for DPSK demodulation causes an
asymmetry that makes stabilization more difficult. Small changes in DI temperature,
for example, even if uniform, generally lead to a phase difference between the arms
that shift the spectral alignment of the interferometer, resulting in significant SNR
degradation .

The ideal intensity transfer functions of the two interferometer output arms are
periodic and complementary, given by

I - IE 1
2 - ,2 (.E.L L!.<I»1 - 1 - cos 7TF SR +""2 '

(118)
I - IE 12 - • 2 (.E.L L!.<j,)2 - 2 - sin 7TFSR +""2 '

where L1¢is a measure of the relative optical phase between the internal interferometer
arms and is typically controlled to maximize the signal interference in one or both
of the output arms. When the bias L1¢ =0, the L1f term represents the frequency
deviation from optimum alignment of the incoming signal to the interferometer. The
SNR degradation associated with L1f (frequency offset error) forms periodic SNR
fringes at even multiples of FSR/2 as shown in Fig. 55. The received signal is reduced
by an amount proportional to the difference of signal intensities at the output arms.
The received signal is maximum for L1f =0 and goes to zero asL1f approaches odd
multiples of FSR/4, when the outputs of the two arms are equal. Beyond this point, the
received data are inverted, an effect that can be compensated with polarity correction,
until the next maximum is reached which occur an even multiple FSR/2.

The net DPSK wavelength offset SNR penalty includes both signal reduction
and increased noise that is numerically analyzed in [132,144,430,431] . A simplified
estimate of the offset penalty can be obtained in closed-form following the approach
in [116,120,404]. Using the Marcum Q-function defined as
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00

QMarcum(a,b) = f xexp[-~(x2+a2)]10(ax)dx, (119)

b

where 10 is the modified Bessel function of the first kind of zero order, the BER and
SNR estimate ('/'calc) are given by [135]

"" [1 - QMarcurn (J2/'th cos( ;~~) , J2/'th sin( ;~~)) ]
BERcalc = 0.5 ,(120)

+QM arcurn (J2/'th sin( ;~~ ) , J2/'th cos( ;~~ ))

/'calc ~ -In(2BERcalc), (121)

.:1/' ~ 10 log 10 (/'calc) , (122)
/'th

where /'th is the ideal SNR (or PPB) at the input to the preamplified RX (without
frequency offset) and .:1/' is the effective SNR penalty in dB. This straightforward
estimate for the offset SNR penalty provides excellent agreement with the measured
data at 40 Gbit/s shown in Fig. 55 and in [135] at 2.5 Gbit/s, and is consistent with
measurements and caJcuations in [144,146,431] . For l.:1fIFSRI <",,4%, .:1/' is less
than ~ dB at the 10- 3 BER, which is an error-free threshold point for commonly used
FEe [24,25,41,115,444]. Note that for a fixed frequency offset, this alignment penalty
is reduced as the FSR gets larger, an effect that makes it more challenging to avoid
penalties at lower data rates. For 40 Gbit/s DPSK channels received with a 40-GHz
FSR interferometer, wavelength alignment (l.:1fl) needs to be within ±1.6 GHz in
order to limit .:1/' < ~ dB. At 2.5 Gbit/s, the ~ dB wavelength tolerance is reduced to
± 100 MHz. But this can be achieved with commercial sources, as noted in section 3.3.
With appropriate temperature and wavelength control, laser DFB laser wavelength can
be stable for extended periods with less than 15 MHz standard deviation, consistent
with 2.5 Gbit/s DPSK communication performance with < 0.1 dB SNR deviation
[135].

5.2.2. Interferometer Stabilization

Given the significant SNR penalties for wavelength offset errors, the need for stable
signal and DI wavelength alignment is clear. Passive athermal DI designs have been
constructed to align to the 50 GHz lTV grid with .:1f less than ±0.8 GHz [432,433]
over a 0-7OCo temperature range. Assuming an otherwise perfectly aligned incom­
ing signal wavelength, this would lead to only ",,0.1 dB temperature induced penalty
at 40 Gbit/s. However, at 10 Gbit/s or lower data rates, even this level of stability
would lead to prohibitive SNR penalties. Moreover, the TX signal wavelengths are
not necessarily stable in free-space applications, an effect that discourages the use
of passively-stabilized DIs. For example , space-based links between Geosynchronous
and Low-Earth orbits (GEO-LEO) can experience Doppler shifts up to ",,9 GHz (for
1.55flm signal wavelengths), that would preclude the use of an athermal interferometer
without some form of TX signal compensation [135] for Doppler or other long-term
wavelength shifts.

For single channel RXs, the preferred means of wavelength-offset compensation
is local tracking at the RX for reasons of simplicity, speed, and stability of control. This
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Fig. 56. Examplesetup for a pilot-stabilizedDPSKreceiver.

is typically implemented using synchronous phase-locking techniques that introduce a
small dither on L\i s in order to determine the sign of the phase error, and maximizing
the peak baseband (RF) signal power accordingly [399]. The dither may be applied
to one of the or arms [438] or TX signal wavelength [439,445,446] [,14> and L\f,
respectively in Eq. (118)]. The amplitude of the dither can be reduced to sufficiently
low levels so that active control can be achieved with little or no RX sensitivity penalty
[133].

An alternative approach to interferometer stabilization makes use of pilot tones
to stabilize the or [135], which can provide dither-free open-loop orcontrol without
an RX signal, and the flexibility to tune the or to optimize performance when an
RX signal is present [267,268] . Such capabilities are particularly useful during the
spatial acquisition phase in a free-space link. With absolute DI wavelength control, for
instance, the DJ can be tuned to the proper wavelength in advance of the RX signal,
thereby expediting the acquisition process and eliminating the need to re-align the or
after dropouts or fades. This also removes the polarity ambiguity, in which the sign of
the data is unknown when using the standard phase-locking techniques.

An example of a pilot-based stabilization setup is shown in Fig. 56. The pilot
signal, which could be generated by a low-power DFB laser, is injected into the or
through an optical tap in the reverse direction. As discussed in section 3.3 and earlier
in this section, the pilot wavelength Ap can be calibrated via temperature and current
settings with a (short term) stability < ", 30 MHz [135], or through other methods,
such as a feedback from a built in temperature controlled etalon [231] or an external
wavelength reference such as a wavemeter, with sub-GHz long-term stability.

The pilot tone outputs from the or (Ipi and I p2) can be detected by low-speed
photodetectors and the resulting photocurrents are processed to measure the normalized
L\ipilot or contrast ratio given by

(123)

Here B = 7f L\ip IFSR + L\4>ctrl +L\4>error is the net phase argument, L\ip is
the relative pilot carrier frequency, which is either known or measured, L\4>ctrl is
an interferometer phase control term, and L\4>error is a random interferometer phase
term, which can be constant or have time and temperature dependencies that need to be
compensated for. Fig. 57 shows a plot of D and normalized Ip i and I p2 as a function
of the L\f
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Fig. 57. The contrast ratio D and normalized pilot outputs Ipl and I p2 as a function of £J.f
normalized by the DI FSR. Arrowsabovethe Ipl and I p2 fringepeaks indicatethe location and
polarityof signal wavelengths that the DI can accept withoutpenalty when the DI is locked to
the pilot wavelength at Apat £J.fIFSR = 1.

The contrast ratio ranges from +I to - I and has a period equal to the DI FSR.
Thus, with the pilot capabilities shown in Fig. 56, the FSR and other important DI
parameters such as extinction ratio can be measured by sweeping the pilot carrier
frequency with fixed phase terms .d</>ctrl and .d</>error, a capability that would also
be useful for performing automated diagnostics in the field. Such capabilities could
be enhanced with the use of multiple pilot tones (distinguishable by dither frequency
and or wavelength), in which one pilot is used for stabilization, and the other for
characterization.

By choosing a target contrast ratio, e.g., D t arge t =0, .d</>ctrl can be adjusted to
make the error between the measured and target contrast equal to zero (i.e., D error =
Dmeasured - - Dta rged using standard feedback control techniques. This locks the
DI to the pilot wavelength so that it is aligned to accept signal wavelengths at

FSR
As(m) = Ap ± (2m + 1) -4- ' (124)

where m is an integer and polarity correction is needed to invert the data when m
is odd. This provides flexibility in placement of the pilot wavelength . For instance , it
could be placed outside of the communication band to conserve spectrum and prevent
potential in-band interference. While the pilot tone in the example above can be used
as a CW single wavelength source, dithers in either wavelength and/or amplitude can
be introduced to allow synchronous control/detection methods.

In practice, a pilot-stabilized DPSK RX can be used in the following manner. Prior
to acquisition , the pilot tone can be used to align the interferometer to the anticipated
RX wavelength . This eliminates the need for scanning the interferometer to search
for an incoming wavelength as long as the anticipated and received wavelength are
relatively close, e.g., correct to within about ± 10% of an FSR. Once the signal is
received, with incoming power above a predefined threshold Prnin, the interferometer
control can switch to tracking the signal using standard approaches. Therefore, the
control system only needs to track on the signal, if at all, when the signal is relatively
strong, which reduces the dynamic range of operation required for signal tracking.
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While the signal is strong, any misalignment betweenthe pilot wavelength neededfor
correctinterferometeralignmentto thesignalcanbeeliminatedby havingthepilottone
align to the interferometer. In this manner, a locally residentpilot tone can effectively
track an incoming signal that can be slowly drifting due to poor control, aging, or
Doppler shifts.in moving platforms. Should the signal drop out, the interferometer
control can switch back to the well aligned pilot control, which can remain stably
alignedto thecorrectwavelength untilthe incomingsignalexceedsPmin . Thisprovides
seamless interferometer performance during fades, and reduces any interferometer
inducedacquisition delay [268].

5.2.3. Multi-Wavelength DPSK ReceiverOptions

For high-rate 100+channelWDM-DPSK systems(e.g., [138-140,167,447]), the size,
weight, power, and costs associated with reliably maintaining a stable delay-line in­
terferometerfor each channel can be substantial. Miyamotoand coauthors [149,151]
demonstrated concurrentPSK to ASKconversion of 43 Gbit/sWDM-DPSK channels
to WDM-duobinary channelson the 100GHz ITU grid usinga 50-GHzfree-spectral­
range(FSR)DI.Whilewellsuitedforapplications wherespectralefficiency isrequired,
thissimplified DPSKRXincurssensitivity penalties of3 dBdue tosingle-ended DPSK
reception and another ,.",0.5 dB due to the >- 14% mismatch between the 50-GHz DI
FSRand the42.8 GHz data rate whenused with66% RZ waveforms. As notedearlier,
the mismatch penalty is waveform dependent; with r- 14% delay error, the penalty
increases to ,.", I dB for 33% RZ waveforms further reducing the sensitivity benefit of
DPSK.

Simplified multi-channel 'OPSK' receivers havealsobeenimplemented withperi­
odic narrowband optical filtering and similarduobinarysignalsover dispersive chan­
nels [148,150,416,448]. While dispersion tolerant, these single-ended demodulators
also incur sensitivity penalties in excess of 3 dB when compared to balanced OPSK
receivers.

However, multi-channel WOM-OPSK reception can be achieved using a single
01 with near-quantum-limited performance and becompatiblewithexistingstandards
without waveform-dependent penalties [135].

Byleveraging theDI's periodictransferfunction showninFig.55,andconstraining
the received 'wavelength spacing (,1vch), multipleWDM-DPSK channels can be si­
multaneously demodulatedusinga singleinterferometer. Unlikesingle-channel DPSK
receiversin which the DI can track the incoming signal, in the multi-channel configu­
ration, independent channels must have the same wavelength periodicity as the DI in
order to avoid significantSNR penalties. For WDM-PDSK signals coming from the
same TX, this periodicity can be configured locally at the TX. In this case, the RX
DI can also track locally on any of the received signals in order to align to all of the
incomingWDM channels. However, local tracking at the RX is precluded for multi­
access applications, where independent TXs send WOM-DPSK signals to a common
RX. In this case, proper wavelength alignmentcan be achieved with either absolute
A-control at the TX and RX, or with (slow) feedback from the RX via network-level
maintenance and controlof theTXs. Transmitter-centric controlcould also be used to
compensatefor aperiodicities that can occur in the DI [449]. As noted in the previous
section,absoluteA-control of the DIcan be achieved viastable thermal design[432]or
with pilot tonestabilization, whichcouldbea locally-resident calibratedlaser.Another
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Fig. 58. A Multi-channel DPSKRX with feedback and feedforward alignment capabilities that
can include a pilot tone (Ap) or master-channel, wavemeter, channel power and bit-error rate
(BER), and interactive communication with the network (NFB) [266].

option is to use a master-reference channel that the or, and all other signal and pilot
AS can align to with feedback [268], providing the capability for sub-GHz (perhaps
sub 100 MHz) wavelength alignment capability across the network.

WDM-DPSK channel separation can be achieved via optical demultiplexing after
the or[149,151 ,266,450,451] as shown in Fig. 58. Since balanced detection is needed
to achieve high-sensitivity, this WDM-DPSK RX requires one extra WDM filter, but
the WDM cost is small relative to the potential cost of tens of interferometers and
associated stabilization hardware.

In order to avoid SNR degradation when using a multi-channel DPSK receiver,
three conditions must be satisfied . First , the channel rate (R) must be nearly equal to
an integer multiple n of the FSR to satisfy Eq. (117) and minimi ze delay-error. Second,
.:1vch must be within a small frequency offset (.:1f) from an integer multiple m, of
FSRl2 (with polarity correction), i.e.,

FSR R
.:1vch = m-- ± .:1f = m- ± .:1f.

2 2n
(125)

The third condition requires that transmitted channels each be aligned to target
SNR fringe peaks so that .:1f -+ O.

For wavelengths on the lTV grid (e.g., 100 GHz channel separation), standard
SONET rates of2.5, 10, and 40 Gbps for instance, are compatible with these conditions
since the channel rates (or half-channel rates) are integer submultiples (11m) of the
lTV channel spacing.

However, when commonly used 7%-overhead G.709 compliant FEe is used with
standard SONET rates , bringing a IO-Gbp s SONET data rate to a 1O.7-Gbps coded
channel rate, it is impossible for all of the lTV grid-based WDM channels to align with
the periodicity of the interferometer and satisfy the conditions in Eq. (125) above. In
this case , SNR penalties can be avoided by either: a) adjusting the channel spacing
to be a multiple of half the channel rate, abandoning the lTV grid if necessary, or b)
adjusting RJ2 to be an even factor of the channel spacing, abandoning, for example,
SONET or G.709 standards if necessary.
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Fig. 59. WDM-DPSK channel spacingfor 10.7 Gbps rate signalsalignednear the 501100 GHz
ITU grid and to a 10.7-GHzFSRdelay-lineinterferometer. Arrowscenteredon each wavelength
indicate location and polarityof the receiveddata.

If conformingwithexistingstandardsis the priority, Eq. (125)maynotbe satisfied
exactly, but the associatedperformance penaltiesanddeviation fromthe standardscan
beconstrainedto acceptablelevels. Forexample, 10.7 Gbitlschannelson the lOO-GHz
lTV grid can be demodulated without performance penalty by a 10.7-GHz FSR DI,
whichcan acceptoptical center frequencies every "-'5.3 GHz with polaritycorrection.
While mostof the DI fringeswill notalignexactly to the lOO-GHz lTV grid, nonewill
misalignby more than 5.3/2 or ,,-,2.7 GHz (FSR/4), with the averagedeviation of only
"-'1.4 GHz (FSR/8) as shown in Fig. 59. This deviation can be further reduced by a
factorof n bydemodulating withann-bit DI, albeitwith tighterwavelength alignment
requirements as shown in Fig. 55 and boundedin Eq. (125) [266].

It is important to note that there are additional cost and performance benefits as­
sociatedwith the increasein alignmentrequirements neededfor multi-channel WDM­
DSPK RXs. For instance, spectral efficiency and RX sensitivity could benefit from
reduced wavelength uncertainty throughout the network, which in tum, may allow
reduced filterbandwidthmargins(neededto accommodate wavelength uncertainties)
and improved performance. Moreover, as noted in section 3.3, the additional cost of
providing infrequentfeedback to optimizewavelength alignmentand communication
performanceof relatively stable tunable devices can be smaller than the expense of
developing fieldable hardwarewith 20+ year stability.

Expanding on the example above, with proper differential precoding, the same
1O.7-GHz DI could also be used to simultaneously demodulate 43 Gbitls channels
with negligible delay error. Thus, for near-harmonically related data rates, a single
interferometercan be used to simultaneously demodulate multiple-rate WDM-DPSK
signals[136].Tofurtherdiminishdeviation fromthelTV gridand to provideadditional
rate/alignment flexibility, a 2.68 GHz DI could be used to simultaneously demodulate
2.5,2.67, 10.7,40,42.7, and 43.02 Gbps SONETand G.709-compliant WDM-DPSK
signals within 700MHzof the lTV grid and with less than 7% delay-error.

For high-channel count WDM-DPSK links where spectralefficiency is more im­
portant,tightchannelspacingis desirablebutoftencomeswitha decreasein RXsensi­
tivitydue to inter-channel interference resulting fromlimitedWDMchannel isolation.
Forsinglepolarization RXs,thiscross-talkpenaltycan bereducedby polarization mul­
tiplexingodd and even channels [452].Another methodof suppressing cross-talkcan
be seen in Fig. 55, for WDMchannelsseparatedby exactlyan odd multipleof FSR/4.
For this spacing,the signal intensities on theDI outputarmsareequal regardless of the
data, and the resultingsignal photocurrent Lli(t) goes to zero. This property could be
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Fig. 60. Areconfigurable polarization-independent delay-line interferometer. basedonadouble­
pass Michelson interferometer design using Faraday-rotator mirrors (FMs) to compensate for
residual polarization rotation in the arms of the interferometer. Variable-delays and switching
elements canbeincluded toadjust the delay orFSR, and variable-optical-attenuators(VOAs) can
adjust therelative power inthe two arms tooptimize theDI-extinction [267,268).

used to benefitdense WDM systems, by staggering the channel spacing so that delay­
line interferometer improvesrejection and reduces potentialcross talk penalties. This
is especially helpful for adjacent channels where WDM rejection is the poorest. For
the multi-channel receivers described above, this could be implemented by sending
odd and evenWDM-DPSKchannels to two separateWDM-DPSK RXs, staggered by
FSR/4. Moreover, when n-bit DIs are used for demodulation(yieldingFSR = Rb/n),
the channel spacing can be adjusted by integer submultiples of the data rate, provid­
ing n-times finerwavelength adjustment for optimizing the trade between photon and
spectral efficiency of the system.

5.2.4. Reconfigurable DPSK Demodulators

The ability to simultaneously demodulate many WDM-DPSK signals with a single
DI' becomes even more useful if the DI can be reconfiguredto optimize performance
or accommodateother data rates. For example, a DPSK receivercould be adjusted to
accept different (non-harmonically related) rates or FEe upgradeswithoutdelay-error
penalties.Even in single-channel DPSK RX designs, it may be preferable to haveone
reconfigurable DI and associated control that can operate at several rates, rather than
a fixed DI for each rate.

A polarization independent extension of the double-pass amplifier design [354]
discussed in section 3.5.3 is a Michelson-based interferometer that incorporatesFara­
day rotator mirrors in both arms of the interferometeras shown in Fig. 60.

This geometry compensates for residual polarization rotation over a broad-range
of wavelengths, making it well suited for WDM-DPSK applications, and the lack
of polarization dependence enables useful non-polarization-maintaining elements to
be incorporated into the arms of the interferometer without introducing polarization
dependent losses (PDL) or degradation in DI performance. For example, a standard
single-mode variable-delay-line with > ",200 ps delay could be used to continuously
tune a reconfigurable DI to accept DPSK signals at any rate greater than ",2.5 Gbit/s,
and provides a built-in means of adjusting the FSR to compensate for rate-FSR mis­
match. The tuning and phase-control range in this case benefits by a factor of two
from the double-pass geometry. Alternatively, I x N switching elements can be used
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to vary the DI-delayby discrete steps to extend the DI tuning range further. When used
in combination with a variable-delay. the continuous tuning provides additional rate
flexibility and relaxes path-length tolerances.

Other elements. such as a variable-optical-attenuator(YOA)can be used to com­
pensate for relative changes in insertion loss between the two paths. which. in com­
bination with pilot-based characterization. can be used to measure and optimize DI­
extinction ratio. By including the ability to terminate the reflection from the arms of
the interferometer. either by adjusting the YOA or switching to an angle-terminated
port. the splitting ratio of the 50/50 coupler and the output intensities I s 1 and I s2 and
corresponding photocurrentscan be measured and balanced.

Pilot tones can be injected at the spare input port in this geometry to stabilize
and characterize the DI (see Fig. 58 and section 5.2.2. This. in combination with
variable-delayadjustment enables autocalibration and in-situ feedback and optimiza­
tion capabilities. Forexample. the DI-delaycan be adjusted to minimizereceivedBER.
and pilot-based stabilization/characterization can provide independent measure of the
DI-FSR (channel-rate) and the incoming signal wavelength. This information can be
used to track/managewavelengthsand relativeDoppler shifts throughout the network.

5.3. Hybrid Modulation Formats

In order to optimize overall system design. performance. and cost. we can consider
hybridsof the orthogonal modulationformatsdescribed in section 2.2.1. whichcan be
used toaccess the manyTHzof availableoptical spectrum.Selectionof I -FSKfrequen­
cies. p-PPM positions. and L-polarization states distributed over w-WDM channels
can be used to overcome practical limitations such as electrical bandwidth. nonlinear
impairments. and availablechannel bandwidthas highlightedin Eqs. (126)-( 129).The
number of bits/symbol in such a multi-dimensionalhybrid format is given by

(126)

where Me« is the effectivenumberof orthogonal symbols in theconstellation. In order
to maintain orthogonality. the maximum number of polarization states Lm ax =2. In
the Shannon-sense. the bandwidth expansion factor (as illustrated in Fig. I) is given
by

F = ~ = log2 (pI L)
r pIL (1 + 1]FEc)

k

Meff (1 +1]FEc)
(127)

which can be used to improveRX sensitivity and photon efficiency. Here r is spectral
efficiency. and the (I +1]FEC ) term accounts for additional FEe overhead such that
the channel rate. Rb (I +1]FEC ). For a given data bit rate Rb• the combination of
the number of wavelengths and symbol constellation size can be used to reduce the
required electrical bandwidth per channel:

B _ Rb (1 + 1]FEC)p
E - wk ' (128)

which benefits from the use of orthogonal bases (polarization and frequency) and
independent WDM channels. The net optical bandwidth required is
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B _ 2Rb (1+ 1]FEC) pi
0- k ' (129)

(130)

where the factor of 2 is a conservative estimate for the minimum wavelength spacing.
The corresponding effectivepeakTX power is givenby

p eff = (Keff) Fp
pk DC 'W pulse

whereKeff is the effectivenumberof overlapping symbolsdefinedEq. (90) in section
3.5.5A.

From these equations, the impactof adjusting the hybrid-modulation parameters
(P, t, L, and w) can readily evaluated, to optimize the lasercomsystem.For example,
given a maximum electronic bandwidth limitation BF!ax, the maximum achievable
data rate can be determined from Eq. (128),

(131)
Swk

(1 +1]FEC) p ,

B
ma x kRmax _ E W = -r-t- :--

b - (1 +1]FEC)p

whereS is the bandwidth-limited p-PPM slot rate. FromEq. (131) it is easy to see that
Rb'ax can be increaseddirectlythroughthe numberofWDM channelsor by increasing
the net bits per symbol k, by expanding the constellation size with supplementary
frequency or polarization bases.The formerlinearlyincreasesRb'ax whilemaintaining
the same spectralefficiency and sensitivity per channel, whereas the latter can be used
to augment Rb'ax while improving RX sensitivity [see Eqs. (126) and (17)-(20)] at
the expenseof spectral efficiency.

5.4. Demonstrated Communication Performance

Throughout the paper, we have discussed methods of optimizing receiver sensitivity
through use of variousTX and RX designs, modulation and coding. An extension of
Alexander's compilation of representative high-sensitivity lasercom demonstrations
is given in Table 14 and Fig. 61 [20]. Receiver sensitivity at 10-9 BER is listed as
a function of data-rate for various modulation formats, waveforms, and RX designs.
These demonstrations bridge the gap between theory and what can be achieved given
realistic design and technology constraints, and support manyof the conclusionsand
design guidelines presented here. As laser communication technologies and TXIRX
designshavematured, data rates haveincreasedand sensitivities haveimproved, mov­
ing towards the lower-right quadrant of the Fig. 61, with the current state-of-the-art
rapidlyapproaching the fundamental quantumand Shannon limits of communication
performance.

As we can see in Fig. 61 , at high rates, optically preamplified receivers have
demonstrated the best sensitivities,despite inferior theoretical sensitivities relative to
coherent-homodyne and photon-counting RXs.This is largely due to the nearly ideal
characteristics of wideband high-gain average-power-limited optical amplifiers dis­
cussed throughout this paper that enable the preamplified RX structure to leverage
the strengths and mitigate the deficiencies in essential RX electronics. As a result,
preamplified systems can often leverage ongoing developments in wideband tele­
com optical and high-speed electronic technologies, proving a cost-effective means
of advancing the state-of-the-art. Whencombinedwith the maturityand sophistication
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Table 14. List of high-sensitivity optical receiver demonstrations shown in Fig. 61.

Rate, Sensitivity, Modulation! Coding,
# [Mbitls] [avg. PPB] Waveform RX am Ref.

1 65* I 32-PPM Phot. Cnt. SSPD SCPPM Turbo. 100% [34]
2 14 I 64-PPM Phot. Cnt. GM-APD SCPPM Turbo, 100% [44)
3 781 2 32-PPM SSPD Phot. Cnt. SCPPM Turbo, 100% [34]
4 73 4 256-PPM Opt. Preamp RS255/239,7% (15)
5 2 5 PSK Homodyne Conv. Cd. [157]
6 10000 7 DSPK-RZ Opt. Preamp Turbo Block, 25% [24]
7 781 8 32-PPM Phot. Cnt. SSPD SCPPM Turbo, 100% [33]
8 40000 8.7 DSPK-RZ Opt. Preamp E-RS255/239.7% [25]
9 78 9 256-PPM Opt. Preamp no (15)
10 136 10 128-PPM Opt. Preamp no [15]
11 10000 II DSPK-RZ Opt. Preamp E-RS255/239,7% [41]
12233 10 64-PPM Opt. Preamp no [15)
13 389 12 32-PPM Opt. Preamp no [15)
144 16 PSK Homodyne no [I57)
15622 16 16-PPM Opt. Preamp no [15)
16 10000 16 OOK-RZ Opt. Preamp E-RS255/239,7% [41)
17 565 20 PSK Homodyne no (195)
18781 20 32-PPM Phot. Cnt. SSPD SCPPM Turbo, 100% [33)
19933 20 8-PPM Opt. Preamp no [15)
20 140 25 PSK Homodyne no (453)
21 2500 25 DPSK-RZ Opt. Preamp no [133)
22 10000 -30 DSPK-RZ Opt. Preamp no [129)
23 1244 31 4-PPM Opt. Preamp no [15)
24 5600 35 PSK Homodyne no (158)
25 10000 36 DSPK Opt. Preamp no [129)
26400 36 PSK Homodyne no [155)
27 110 37 4-FSK Heterodyne no [160)
28 1000 37 OaK Opt. Preamp 4/5 Conv. Cd., 25% [454)
29 10000 38 DSPK Opt. Preamp no [128)
3042700 38 DPSK Opt. Preamp no (159)
31 5000 43 OOK-RZ Opt. Preamp no [13)
32 1250 45 OOK-RZ Opt. Preamp no (455)
33400 45 DPSK Heterodyne no [456)
34 12500 45 DSPK-RZ Opt. Preamp no [24]
35 42700 45 DSPK-RZ Opt. Preamp no (130)
36 1250 46 FSK-RZ Opt. Preamp no [455)
37 1000 46 PSK Homodyne no (164)
38 10000 57 OOK-RZ Opt. Preamp no (406)
39 10000 60 OOK-RZ Opt. Preamp no [129]
40 1244 61 2-PPM Opt. Preamp no (15)
41 3000 62 DPSK Opt. Preamp no (438)

* Note that #1 is the #3 32-PPM demonstration at 10 Gslotsls with a 12x repeat code . This lowers photon flux

and reduces blocking losses by 3 dB , and lowers the data rate to 65 Mbps. It also emulates the performance of

a 12-detcctor array operating at 781 Mbps.
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Table 14. (Continued) List of high-sensitivityoptical receiver demonstrations shown in Fig. 61.

Rate, Sensitivity, Modulation! Coding,
# [Mbitls] [avg. PPB] Waveform RX om Ref.
42 51 65 2-PPM Opt. Preamp no [11,12]
43 155 65 2-PPM Opt. Preamp no [11,12]
44 311 65 2-PPM Opt. Preamp no [11,12]
45622 65 2-PPM Opt. Preamp no [11,12]
46 1244 65 2-PPM Opt. Preamp no [11,12]
472500 66 CPFSK Heterodyne no [194,457]
48 60 68 4-PPM APD-FET no [391]
49 120 71 4-PPM APD-FET no [391]
50 4000 72 PSK Homodyne no [458]
51 200 74 FSK Heterodyne no [179]
52 560 78 DPSK Heterodyne no [459]
5330 80 4-PPM APD-FET no [391]
54 7800 81 PSK Homodyne no [158]
55 10000 81 OOK Opt. Preamp no [129]
56 140 84 FSK Heterodyne no [460]
57 10000 88 Duobinary Opt. Preamp no [152]
586000 89 CPFSK Heterodyne no [461]
595000 93 PSK Homodyne no [166]
60 10000 100 PSK Homodyne no [462]
61 15 108 4-PPM APD-FET no [391]
62325 110 OOK APD-trans-Z no [390]
63 10000 112 OOK Opt. Preamp no [463]
64 565 116 DPSK Heterodyne no [464]
65 3000 116 DPSK Opt. Preamp no [465]
66 140 119 FSK Heterodyne no [162]
67 5000 135 OOK Opt. Preamp no [466]
68 2500 137 OOK Opt. Preamp no [316]
69 10000 147 OOK Opt. Preamp no [467]
70622 152 OOK Opt. Preamp no [468]
71 622 155 OOK APD-HEMPT no [469]
72 1244 156 OOK Opt. Preamp no [470]
734000 175 OOK Heterodyne no [471]
744000 191 FSK Heterodyne no [471]
75 10000 193 OOK Opt. Preamp no [316]
76 4000 209 DPSK Heterodyne no [471]
77 20000 270 OOK Opt. Preamp no [472]
78 10000 297 PSK Homodyne no [165]
79 2000 705 OOK APD-FET no [473]
80 1000 1162 OOK APD-FET no [474]
81 20000 1600 OOK Opt. Preamp no [475]
82 10000 3000 OOK-RZ APD-FET no [388]
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Fig.61. Summary of high-sensitivity optical communication demonstrations showing reported
sensitivities as a function of data rate . Modulation type is indicated by marker type, for instance
PPM is represented by circles . Receiver type is indicated by color : Red indicates coherent (dark
red =homodyne and pink =heterodyn e), dark blue indicates an optically preamplified, and light­
blue indicates a photon-counting RX. Coded demonstration results are shaded . Also shown are
the quantum-limited sensitivities for the various modulation formats (uncoded), M -PPM theory
for 2.5 Gslots/s, Shannon -limited sensitivities , and lines of constant power (dashed diagonal).
See also Robinson et al. [214], 1.5 PPB sensitivity at 100 kbps. Adaptedfrom S. Alexander [20).
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Fig.62. Illustrationof bidirectional Earth-Moonlasercom link (22).
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of these technologies, performance is more robust and much closer to the theoreti­
cal limits over a wide range of data rates from the Mbitls regime to tens of Gbitls
[13,15,24,25,41,130,159] . Furthermore, the data rate for high-speed preamplified re­
ceivers can be scaled using standard WDM techniques without additional performance
penalty, providing a significant performance advantage over coherent- and photon ­
counting-based receiver designs.

Recent advancement in photon-counting detector technologies combined with
powerful FEe has led to the most sensitive demonstrations in Fig. 61.These demonstra­
tions include detector characteristics such as detection-efficiency and internal detector
noise sources such as dark-counts, after-pul sing, and blocking loss (due to limited
detector bandwidth). Note that these demonstrations do not include external back­
ground noise, which is an important consideration that can vary widely with channel
conditions [108, 109,476]. The multi-mode detection area of these detectors that is ben­
eficial for mitigating channel turbulence and simplifying spatial acquisition, tracking,
and photon-collection, combined with a broad spectral acceptance, make background
noise a practical limitation in many photon-counting applications. Thus, for photon­
counting receivers limited by background noise, optical filtering along with associated
insertion losses must be included in the evaluation of RX performance. However af­
ter incorporating the additional "'0.5 to I dB losses for narrow-band optical filtering
[398,477 ,478], photon-counting receivers sill show great promise for use in power­
starved links, especially ground-based receivers , where atmospheric effects may be
considerable and size, weight, power, and reliability are not necessarily critical design
drivers .

5.5. Applications: to the Moon and Beyond

We conclude this paper with discus sion of a long-haul application, which illustrates
many of the benefits of FSO. Renewed interest in manned missions to the moon and
beyond would require robust bidirectional high-rate links to support the human in­
frastructure, telemetry, science data, diagnostics, remote monitoring and control, and
web-based connectivity. Here we present four notional lasercom link budgets for the
",400,000 km Earth-Moon link (Fig . 62), based on mature technologies that are readily
available today and incorporate many of the concepts discussed earlier in the paper.

The budgets in Table 15 use the following communication parameters:

Modulation format M -PPM
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Slot Rate: S =10 Gslot/s
Coding gain: 5 dB
Waveform: 50% RZ
Wavelength: A=1550 nm
Aperture size: DTx = DTx = 0.2 m -+ 7Jspace = 86 dB.

The budgets also include the following estimates of implementation losses:

Transmitter optics : 7]Tx = -3 dB
Receiver optics: 7JRX = -3 dB
Pointing and tracking: 7JPAT = -2 dB
Receiver dB from theoretical: 7JQL = -2 dB.

Raybon and co-authors presented an impressive all optical 400 km regenerating
optical loop experiment at 40 Gbit/s, with each loop consisting of four EDFA- and
Raman-amplified 100 km spans [138,303]. They postulated that such technologies
could be used to span a distance equivalent to the Earth- Moon link, but would require
rv I000 regenerators to overcome the rv I00,000 dB fiber loss. Long-haul FSO has clear
benefits over such guided-wave links, since the net space-loss for 0.2 m TX and RX
apertures is rv86dB, a savings ofover 99,000 dB. This advantage combined with more
energy-efficient modulation and coding, and reduced data-rates enables the link to be
closed with Watt-class transmitters.

Table 15.Lunar lasercom link budgets for various configurations of PPM constellation size (M),
number of channel s (w) , and aperture diameter. Common to each of the four configurations is
the slot rate S = 10 Gslot/s, coding overhead, wavelength ()., = 1550 nm), link distance, and
assumptions for implementation penalties . These include losses in the TX (1)TXOpt = -3 dB)
and RX (1]RXOpt = -3 dB) optics , point ing and tracking (1]PAT = -2 dB) and RX deviation
from theoretical performance (1]QL = - 2 dB) . Adapted from [22).

J(eiP-arameteisJor:.Earth .... Moon:linO [JJi1iiS] 't#~ t#2~ f#3~~~
Co mm u nica tion Sys tem Paramete rs :

1 ccnetene ucn . Ize (M) 1024 128 1024 256
2 Number 01WDM channel. (w ) 1 1 8 120
3 Data Rate/cha nnel . R.. ' S'log, (M)11M 'l l+nft cll GBltI.ec 0.065 0.365 0.065 0.208

Tra nsmitte r:
'7Average Tx Powerlchann el (P h ) dBW .J .J ·12.0 ·7.8

5 Peak Tx Power/channel ' P,;M/lw Pul. eoc) dBW 30 21 21
~6 Net Tx Power · w'Ph dBW ·3 ·3 ·3 13

Receiver:
7 Approx. Uncoded Rx .ens ltlvlty M·PPM. IPPBoo.) dB·PPB 6.0 7.6 6.0 7.0
8 Net Rx . en. ltivity @ Data Rate (5 . , ) dBW .107.8 ·98.7 ·107.8 ·101.7
9 Rec eived Powerlchann el at EDFAInput (P... ) dBW ·96.9 ·96.9 ·105.9 .101.7

Perlo rma nce
10 Implemented Receiver Sensitivity dB·PPB 3.0 .6 3.0 4.0
11 Net Band width Required ' 2'S ' w' (1+nftclI125E9 nm 0.24 0.24 1.92 28.8
12 Net Rate: Rnet » Re,,'w GBit/sec 0.065 0.365 0.521 25.0

13 Margin dB 10.9 1.8 1.8 0.0

A representativeTX and RX pair suitable for long-term use in space [21,198,380,409]
that can achieve the performance in the budget above is a Master-Oscillator-Power
Amplifier (MOPA) transmitter with an optically preamplified receiver [15]. Quasi­
Gaussian 50%-RZ pulse-shaping in the transmitter is used to ensure a robust match
between the TX-waveforms and the Gaussian optical filter in the RX and minimize
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the impact of timing jitter [14], with demonstrated performance within I dB of the
quantum limit [13,133]. Furthermore, as discussed in sections 3.5.5 and 5.1.3, fixing
the pulse shape for all M enables flexible multi-ratecapability with a single receiver
optimized for all rates [11,12,15].

In Table 15, configuration #1 highlights a low-rate65-Mbit/s link achieved with
'" II dB marginusinga 0.5W transmitter, 0.2mTX and RXapertures, and 1024-PPM.
Of course, the margin could be traded to reduce aperture size or net output power.
Alternatively, by simply changing the PPM alphabet size to M =512, 256, or 128
as in configuration #2, the excess margin could be used to increase the data rate up
to 365 Mbit/s with ",2 dB margin, providingthe option for bandwidth-on-demand or
fall-back modesof operations as needed.

Anotheroption wouldbe to includeadditionalWDMchannelswith0.2nmspacing
as in configuration #3, which can provide up to 521 Mbit/s with ",2 dB margin.
Relative to #2, the increase in net data rate is enabled by the 1.6dB improvement in
RX sensitivity due to the larger alphabet size. Although more hardware is required
to support the additional WDM channels, #3 provides similar flexibility in net data
throughput as #1 and #2 with additional redundancy. In addition, having multiple
channels share a common power amplifier effectively reduces the peak TX power
avoiding the nonlinearimpairments that can limit M [21]. Sucheffects start to impact
communication performance at 24 to 30 dBW peak levels as discussed in section
3.5.5C,andcouldnecessitate achangeofdesignparametersin#1. Forexample,hybrid­
orthogonal constellations including polarization and frequency bases can be used to
maintain M eff and reduce the peak power.

By increasingaverageTX power to 13dBW (20 W), and WDM channel count to
120in configuration #4, a link with up to ",25 Gbit/s throughputcan be achieved. This
requires",29nm of bandwidth, whicheasily fallswithinthe 35-nmEDFAC-band, and
correspondsto only0.007 bit/slHzspectralefficiency. However, the resultantimprove­
ment in receiver sensitivity to 2.5 PPB enables a respectable distance-rateproduct of
'" 1016 km-bit/s- comparable tothebest fiber-based demonstrations [93,138,139,141],
without the need for r- 1000 regenerators, emphasizingthe differencebetweensquare­
and exponentially-dependent channel loss. For #4, the overall link efficiency (using
TlE/ O = 13% [199]) is

pnet

Tllink = TX = 6 [nJ / bit]
TlE/oRne t

(132)

for the 400,000 km lunar link.
We conclude that established technologies developed for the telecom industry

can be leveraged to implementscalable photon-efficient optical communication capa­
bilities today. These example lunar link budgets, based on an average-power-limited
MOPA TXanda near-quantum-Iimited M-orthogonal optically-preamplified RX,show
the potentialfor high-capacity long-haul free-spaceoptical linksat varietyof datarates
fromtheMbit/sregimeto tensof Gbit/s, rates that cannotbe practically achieved using
RF technologies. And,as photon-counting technologies mature,the sensitivity of opti­
cal receivers could potentially improveanother 5-10 dB. These capabilitiesare likely
to becomean essential partof the space-basedcommunications infrastructure, provid­
ing cost-effective support for deep-space exploration and future manned missions to
the Moon, Mars, and beyond.
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Symbols

0: Chirp parameter
.1, SNR penalty
Keff Effective numberof overlappingWDM pulses
>. Wavelength = ch». [m]
T/atm Atmospheric loss
T/eh Net channel loss=T/TxOptT/atmT/PATgT/spaeeT/RXOpt
T/link Overall link efficiency =T/TXT/ehT/RxTX-Joules/RX-bit, [Jlbit]
T/PAT Pointingand trackinglosses
T/RX Net Receiverefficiency=PPBQLGeode[Photonslbit]
T/RXOpt Receiving optics (telescope) losses
T/spaee Space diffraction loss=[11" DTDR/(4AL )]2
T/Tx Net Transmitterefficiency (ElO) [TX-Joules/Photon]
T/TXER TransmitterER penalty
T/TXOpt Transmitting optics (telescope) losses
v Optical frequency =c]>. [Hz]
Tbit Bit or symbolduration [s]
To 3 dB pulsewidth of optical filter impulseresp. [s]
r , 3 dB pulsewidth of signal (power) [s]
B Bandwidth[Hz]
B; Optical bandwidth[Hz]
c Speed of light in vacuumc = AV=3.0 X 108 [m/s]
DTX Diameterof transmitaperture [m]
DRX Diameterof receiveaperture [m]
DCeff Effective duty cyle DCeff =DCmod DCpulse
DCmod Modulation duty cycle
DCpulse Pulse shape duty cycle
e Electroncharge 1.601 x 10- 19 [C]
I e RF filter3-dB bandwidth (cutoff frequency) [Hz]
I -FSK 1= # of FSK frequencies in a hybridsymbol
go Opticalamplifiersmall-signal gain
G Gain
G eode FEC coding gain
h Planck's constant6.626 x 10- 34 [J/s]
ke Boltzman's constant 1.379 x 10- 23 [WICK-Hz]
k numberof bits-per M -ary symbol k = log2(M)
keff Effective numberof bits-per M -ary symbol
L-PolSK L = # of PoSLK polarizations in a hybridsymbol
M Symbolconstellation size, as in M -aryPPM
M = r ;k = )Og2 (M) = # of bits/symbol
Navg Average photoncount per interval [photons]
Nb Background-noise photoncount [photons]
No/2 Noise powerspectraldensity [W/Hz]
NRX-min MinimumrequiredRX SNR
Nshot Shot noise powerspectral density = hv [WlHz]
Nsp Spontaneous emission factor [photons/mode]
Nth Thermal noise powerspectral density = kBT [W/Hz]
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Pin-sat Amplifier input saturation power Pin-sat = Psat/go

Psat Amplifier saturated output power
P sh ot Shot noise power spectral density = lu/B [W]
Po. Thermal noise power = keT B [W]
PPBQL Uncoded quantum-limited RX sensitivity [photonslbit]
p-PPM p = # of PPM positions in a hybrid symbol
r Spectral efficiency [(bits/s)/Hz]
Rph Photon flux rate P / (hv) [photons/s]
Rb Bit rate, Rs = 1/7bit[bits/s]
RA / W Detector responsivity, RA / W = nq]hv [mA/mW]
V" Switching voltage
w Number ofWDM channels
z, Impedance [l =[VIA]

Acronyms andAbbreviations

ADC Analog-to-digital converter
APL Average power limited
ARTEMIS Advanced Relay Technology Mission Satellite

DavidO. Caplan

ASK
AWGN
BER
CML
CW
COTS
DAC
DC
dB
dBm
dBW
DI
DPSK
EDFA
EYDFA
EM
EMI
ER
FBG
FEC
AT
FM
FP
FPn

FSK
FSO
FWHM
FWM

Amplitude shift keying, 2-ASK the same as OOK
Additive white Gaussian noise
Bit-error rate
Chirp-managed laser
Continuous wave
Commercial off-the-self
Digital -to-analog converter
Duty cycle
Decibel =1O*log10(Powerl Pref)
10 loglO(PowerlI mW)
10 loglO(PowerlI W)
Delay-line interferometer
Differential phase shift keying
Erbium-doped fiber amplifier
Erbium-Ytterbium (codped) fiber amplifier
Electromagnetic
Electromagnetic interference
Extinction ratio =PowerofriPoweron
Fiber Bragg grating
Forward error correction (coding)
Failure in time (#failures per billion hours of operation)
Frequency modulation
Fabry-Perot
nth order Fabry-Perot
Frequency-shift keying
Free- space optical
Full width half max
Four-wave mixing
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Gbps Gigabit per second
GEO Geostationary earth orbit
GeoLiTE Geosynchronous Lightweight Technology Experiment
GOLD Ground -to-Orbit Lasercom Demonstration
1M Intensity modulation
IM-DD Intensity-modulated direct-detection
ICI Inter-channel-interference
lSI Inter-symbol-interference
ITU International Telecommunications Union
ITU-R Radiocommunication Standard
ITU-T Telecommunication Standard
ITU-grid Standard 100 GHz WDM channel spacing
LEO Low earth orbit
Mbps Megabit per second
MLCD Mars Laser Communication Demonstration
MZI Mach-Zehnder interferometer
MZM Mach-Zehnder Modulator
MTTF Mean time to failure
NA Numerical aperture, NA =nsin(B)
NF Noise Figure
mCETS Optical Inter-orbit Communications Engineering Test Satellite
OOK On-off keying (binary-ASK)
PAT Pointing acquisition and tracking
PM Polarization maintaining
PPB Number of photonslbit
PPM Pulse position modulation
PPL Peak power limited
PRBS Pseudo-random bit sequence
PSD Power spectral density, [dBmlHz]
P[alb] Probability of a given b
PER Polarization extinction ratio
RF Radio frequency, generic term for electrical
RX Receiver
SCOWA Slab-coupled optical waveguide amplifier
SCM Subcarrier multiplexing
SBS Stimulated Brillouin scattering
SILEX Semiconductor Intersatellite Link Experiment
SPM Self-phase modulation
SPOT-4 System Probatoire/Satellite Pour d'Observation de la Terra 4 satellite
SNR Signal-to-noise-ratio
SRS Stimulated Raman scattering
TDM Time division multiplexing
TEC Thermo-electric cooler
TIA Transimpedance amplifier
TX Transmitter
VDC Variable duty cycle
VBG Volume Bragg grating
WDM Wavelength division multiplexing or multiplexer
YDFA Ytterbium-doped fiber amplifier
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