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Abstract Clusters of group 14 elements show plenty of similarities with borane
clusters. As such, chemists often try to understand their structure and bonding on the
basis of Wade’s rules to predict and classify various clusters. Such practice, albeit
very common, often faces challenges and difficulties due to significant differences in
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the bonding abilities between group 13 and 14 atoms, as well as the changes in the
ionization energies and radial characteristics of atomic orbitals as the groups are
descended. In this chapter, we have extensively discussed the structure and bonding
of a wide variety of group 14 clusters, including bare clusters, substituent-decorated
clusters, endohedral clusters, transition metal doped clusters, and their combinations.
By thoroughly analyzing their electronic structures within the framework of molec-
ular orbital theory, we have summarized their bonding patterns and explored the
factors that affect the applicability of Wade’s rules in various group 14 clusters.

Keywords Bare cluster · Cluster assembly · Endohedral cluster · Modular bonding
picture · Wade-Mingos rules

Abbreviations

AdNDP Adaptive natural density partitioning
HOMO Highest occupied molecular orbital
Hyp Hypersilyl, Si(SiMe3)3
LUMO Lowest unoccupied molecular orbital
MSA Monocapped square antiprism
nc-2e n-center-2-electron
PIO Principal interacting orbital
PSEPT Polyhedral skeletal electron pair theory
SEP Skeletal electron pair
TSH Tensor surface harmonics
TTP Tricapped trigonal prism

1 Introduction

Group 14 of the periodic table is arguably the most important group of elements in
chemistry. Lead and tin are well known for their use in the production of alloys and
devices, silicon and germanium are important semi-conductors that established the
foundation of modern technology, and needless to say carbon constitutes the very
basis of the living world. Because group 14 crosses the dividing line between metals
and non-metals, elements in this group feature a wide variety of physical and
chemical properties, bringing a rich context into material science.

Being main group elements with 4 valence electrons, group 14 elements are
predominantly tetravalent as a straightforward implication of the octet rule, and thus
they are often termed “tetrel elements.” Indeed, the dominance of four-connected
diamond structure in the bulk state allotropes of tetrel elements, and the wide
existence of tetrel dioxides and tetrahalides, both demonstrate the predominant
tetravalency of tetrel elements, especially for lighter ones. For the heavier tetrel
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elements, inert pair effect gives rise to the possibility of divalent tetrel atoms, mostly
seen in lead but sometimes also tin, as exemplified by a wide range of ionic
compounds and coordination complexes with the metals formally in the +2 oxidation
state.

In addition to the above-mentioned classic main group chemistry, however, tetrel
elements can also exist in completely different forms. A clear counterexample is the
Zintl compound, which is a class of simple binary compounds formed between alkali
metals and heavy tetrel elements. The earliest synthesized Zintl compound is
Na4Pb9, which greatly mystified chemists because it did not conform to simple
valency rules. If we assume the sodium is present as the monovalent Na(I), we
might be forced to assign the lead atoms with fractional negative charges or mixed
oxidation states. In-depth examination of its crystal structure (Fig. 1), however,
reveals that the lead atoms exist in the form of Pb9

4� clusters, one of the earliest
examples of what are later termed Zintl ion clusters.

The presence of clustered units in bulk phase indicates a new chemistry of tetrel
elements, and understanding the electronic structures of these clusters would build
an important bridge between molecules and bulk materials. The failure of tetrel
elements to form four bonds and conform to octet rule hints a completely different
bonding behavior in Zintl clusters. This raises the very fundamental question of this
book: how to describe the structure and bonding of a cluster compound?

Encouraged by the fundamental importance and interesting chemistry of cluster
compounds, numerous experimental and theoretical efforts have been made to
understand the geometric and electronic structures of these nanoclusters. Experi-
mentally, a great number of group 14 cluster compounds have been synthesized and
characterized, together with their derivatives with different compositions and prop-
erties. A straightforward and extensively studied approach is to start from bulk
materials and break the bulk into pieces of cluster units by reducing reagents. On
the other hand, the bottom-up production of nanoclusters from molecular substances
has also received lots of recent attentions as an alternative to the traditional top-down
approach, as it allows more precise control of geometric and electronic structures of
cluster compounds for further experimental analyses and development. Through this
bottom-up approach, syntheses of group 14 clusters are no longer limited to Zintl
phase compounds, but enter into the realm of molecular chemistry, allowing chem-
ists to understand the structure and bonding of cluster compounds from a molecular
perspective.

Fig. 1 Structures of
diamond and the Zintl ion
cluster [Pb9]

4� [1]
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While individual atoms in cluster compounds do not necessarily follow the octet
rule, bonding among these atoms is far from arbitrary. When we pay attention to
cluster units instead of individual atoms, each cluster would exhibit certain patterns
in electron counts, as first observed in borane clusters by Wade [2]. Wade’s electron-
counting rules were later extended into other main group and transition metal
clusters by Mingos, now known as the polyhedral skeletal electron pair theory
(PSEPT) [3, 4]. These electron-counting rules can relate the geometries of clusters
with their electron counts, thus serve as versatile rules of thumb and play the central
role in cluster chemistry similar to that of the octet rule in traditional inorganic
chemistry.

In addition to electron-counting approaches, detailed analysis on electronic
structures in terms of orbitals is essential for chemists to establish an in-depth yet
generalizable understanding of clusters, especially when simple electron-counting
rules do not apply. Stone’s tensor surface harmonics (TSH) theory [5], for example,
describes the underlying model that relates the geometric structures and electron
counts within the framework of orbital interactions (vide infra) and rationalizes
apparent “exceptions” to electron-counting rules.

This chapter is dedicated to revealing the structure and bonding of group 14 clus-
ters that may or may not follow the prediction of Wade’s electron-counting rules. We
will go through representative examples, understand how the electron-counting rules
work and how they would be affected under different cases, and show how new
bonding patterns could arise from orbital interactions among chemical fragments.

Because of the importance of Wade’s rules and PSEPT in cluster chemistry and
their relevance in group 14 clusters, in Sect. 2, we will first give a brief review on
Wade’s rules and why they work in borane clusters. By making use of the isolobal
analogy, we will then show by examples how Wade’s rules play a guiding role in
helping us understand group 14 clusters despite important differences between tetrel
atoms and BH units (Sect. 3). With these established rules and patterns, we will
present a wide variety of endohedral clusters that can be understood within the
framework of Wade’s rules, despite the existence of quite a number of exceptions
(Sect. 4). More complicated clusters will be introduced in Sect. 5, which may fall out
of the scope of Wade’s rules at first glance, but can still be understood with the
established knowledge through an in-depth analysis. Nevertheless, cluster chemistry
is after all a rapidly developing field, and there are still many clusters out there that
do not fit into any of the aforementioned classes, as will be introduced in Sect. 6. Via
such an organization, we hope that readers can not only get familiar with the
discovered group 14 clusters to date and the applicability of electron-counting
rules, but more importantly, also understand the underlying concepts that bridge
one with another. A brief conclusion and perspective discussion will be given in
Sect. 7 to close this chapter.
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2 A Brief Review of Wade’s Rules and the Underlying
Principles

While Wade’s rules are convenient rules of thumb that can be easily applied in
practice in determining overall charge or electron counts of clusters from their
geometries without going into detailed electronic structures, there are more rigorous
theoretical models that can better explain the electron counts of borane clusters
predicted by Wade’s rules [6]. One representative example of these mathematical
models is the Stone’s tensor surface harmonics (TSH) theory based on the frame-
work of orbital interactions [5]. To be specific, let us consider one of the [BH] units
distributed on a spherical surface and take a local coordinate system to orient its
orbitals. Each [BH] unit has a localized B-H bond between the hydrogen 1s orbital
and a boron s-p hybridized orbital, leaving three boron orbitals available for skeletal
bonding with other [BH] units, one with σ symmetry and two with π symmetry (with
respect to the center of the sphere). For a deltahedral borane, orbital interactions
among these 3n orbitals contribute (n + 1) skeletal electron pairs (SEPs) in total
(Fig. 2), and hence Wade’s rule for closo clusters is sometimes also referred to as the
(n + 1) rule [4]. Based on the same framework, we can also derive the (n + 2) rule for
nido clusters and (n + 3) rule for arachno clusters.

Understanding the (n + 1) rule from the orbital interaction perspective would help
us understand some apparent “exceptions” to Wade’s rules in a unified framework.
A famous example is the [B4Cl4] cluster, which has a tetrahedral geometry and hence
appears to be closo, but has a SEP count of n instead of (n + 1). As mentioned before,
each boron vertex contributes three valence orbitals (1 σ and 2 π) to skeletal bonding.

Fig. 2 Schematic orbital interaction diagram for general Wadean clusters showing the origin of the
(n + 1) rule
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The symmetry-adapted linear combinations of the four σ-type orbitals span A1 + T2

irreducible representations while the eight π-type orbitals span E + T1 + T2. Because
there are two sets of orbitals with the same T2 irreducible representations, they would
further interact with each other to give rise to the skeletal bonding orbitals as in
Fig. 3, in addition to orbitals in other irreducible representations. This orbital
interaction diagram immediately eliminates the possibility of applying (n + 1) rule
in the B4Cl4 cluster (n¼ 4) since the (n + 1)-th orbital is degenerate with the (n + 2)-
th orbital.

It should however be noted that, in molecular orbital calculations, the skeletal
bonding orbitals and the external B-H σ bonding orbitals are always extensively
mixed with each other, so the canonical molecular orbitals will not be able to clearly
exhibit pure skeletal nature, as illustrated by calculation on the [B4H4] molecule
shown in Fig. 4. The two sets of A1 + T2 orbitals are actually in-phase and out-of-
phase combinations of the skeletal bonding orbitals and the symmetry-adapted linear
combinations of the external B-H σ bonding orbitals.

While electrons only fill up to the n-th orbital in the boron cluster [B4Cl4] which
contains relatively electropositive boron atoms, the tetrahedrane molecule [C4H4]
actually follows the (n + 2) rule with six SEPs (each vertex having 3 electrons
involved in bonding with the other three vertices, totaling 12 skeletal electrons).
Such a delocalized view that correlates well to the [B4Cl4] case is in fact equivalent
with the usual localized view for tetrahedrane, which describes their skeletal bonding
as having six localized C-C bonds, for which reason tetrahedrane is sometimes called
an “electron-precise” cluster.

The inadequacy of Wade’s rules for tetrahedral clusters is not a single exception.
In fact, it has been found that in clusters which have a threefold axis and a single

Fig. 3 Schematic orbital interaction diagram showing the skeletal molecular orbitals for tetrahedral
clusters
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vertex on this axis (e.g. tetrahedron), the (n + 1)-th and the (n + 2)-th skeletal
bonding orbital will be degenerate as discussed above [7, 8]. In such case, a cluster
with (n + 1) SEPs will distort from a highly symmetric structure due to (first-order)
Jahn-Teller effect, arising from the incomplete occupation of degenerate orbitals.
Hence deviation from (n + 1) rule is expected for such clusters. Apart from the
aforementioned tetrahedral cluster [B4Cl4], the hypothetical [B10H10] cluster is also
said to violate Wade’s rules due to such a degeneracy. [B10H10] might appear to have
a closed deltahedral structure (Fig. 5), but is very different from the bicapped square
antiprismatic geometry for typical closo 10-vertex clusters. At the same time, this
neutral cluster has only n SEPs, instead of (n + 1) SEPs as seen in the bicapped
square antiprismatic borane cluster [B10H10]

2�. Relevant examples with this kind of
unusual electron count and geometry include some metallaboranes as well as some

Fig. 4 Molecular orbital diagram of the tetrahedral [B4H4] molecule computed using PBE0/
def2TZVP model chemistry based on geometries optimized at the same level

Fig. 5 Structure of the hypothetical cluster [B10H10] [7]
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other cases (vide infra) that are sometimes termed “hyper-closo” clusters
[7, 8]. These apparent exceptions to Wade’s rules have been extensively studied
and become a part of the more generalized Wade-Mingos rules, or the PSEPT, which
considers not only removal of vertices from closo clusters to generate nido, arachno,
or hypho structures, but also vertex capping and other extensions [4].

3 Group 14 Clusters Which Conform to Wade’s Rules

As mentioned in the Introduction section, Wade’s rules are handy empirical rules
that bridge the electron count and the geometry of borane clusters. The most typical
boranes that fulfill Wade’s rules are closo clusters in the form of [BnHn]

2� with
deltahedral geometries. The valence electron count associated with this kind of
clusters is 4n + 2 (3n from n B atoms, n from n H atoms, and 2 from the negative
charge). Although Wade’s rules are originally proposed for borane clusters, this
(4n + 2) rule has been extended to (14n + 2) rule in PSEPT for transition metal
clusters by taking into consideration the d-shell of each vertex atom, and can also
serve as an important guiding principle for group 14 clusters [9–12]. Despite the general
applicability of Wade’s rules, there are still striking differences between boranes and
group 14 clusters that are worth careful examination. In this section, we will discuss the
applicability of Wade’s rules in group 14 clusters with a number of examples, espe-
cially those that are synthesized and characterized in solution or solid phases.

3.1 Bare Clusters [En]
q2 and Their Derivatives

Let us begin with the simplest group 14 cluster compounds in the formula of [En]
q�,

E being a tetrel element hereafter, to demonstrate the general applicability of Wade’s
rules on group 14 clusters. In such a bare cluster [En]

q�, the orbital interaction
among tetrel atoms is similar to that among [BH] units in boranes, by noting that a
tetrel atom is not only isoelectronic (having the same number of valence electrons),
but also isolobal (having the same number of available valence orbitals with similar
symmetries and shapes) to a [BH] unit in borane clusters. Hence the same scenario as
introduced in the previous section for borane clusters also holds in general for bare
group 14 clusters.

Specifically, if we consider each atom having a lone pair pointing outwards, in
analogy with an external B-H σ bond in a borane cluster, each tetrel atom is left with
two valence electrons and three valence orbitals available for skeletal bonding,
making itself isolobal with a [BH] unit. Hence a similar orbital interaction pattern
is expected, giving rise to the same electron-counting rules.
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Because of the aforementioned isolobal analogy, Wade’s rules would predict that
group 14 clusters [En]

2� will also adopt a closo geometry, similar to their analogous
borane clusters with the same number of vertices. Indeed, there are many clusters
following this prediction. Examples include [E5]

2� [13–18], [E9]
2� [19, 20], and

[E10]
2� [21] (Fig. 6), all of which have similar shapes with the corresponding borane

clusters [B5H5]
2�, [B9H9]

2�, and [B10H10]
2�. [E12]

2� clusters have also been found
to be particularly stable by theoretical studies, although they have only been detected
in gas phase [22–24].

Group 14 clusters in nido geometries also exist. A notable example is the [E9]
4�

(E ¼ Ge, Sn, Pb) unit which exists in monocapped square antiprismatic geometry in
A4E9 (A ¼ alkali metals) compounds [17, 25–29] (Fig. 7). The Na4Pb9 Zintl phase
introduced earlier is one of the earliest examples that features this structure.

Similar to boranes, exceptions to Wade’s rules could also be found in group
14 clusters. For example, [E4]

4� clusters have been reported [27, 30] (Fig. 7), which
have a similar orbital interaction diagram as [B4Cl4] and thus clearly cannot fulfill
Wade’s rules. Instead, there are two more pairs of electrons filling into the
non-bonding E-type orbitals, giving rise to n + 2 SEPs. Note that this description
is equivalent to a localized picture in which there is a lone pair on each tetrel atom
and a two-center-two-electron (2c-2e) bond associated with each neighboring atom
pair. This equivalence can be immediately revealed by introducing a proton on each
vertex to form an E-H bond and noting that the resulting species [E4H4] is isoelec-
tronic with tetrahedrane C4H4. Alternatively, one can also consider the isoelectronic
relationship between an anionic tetrel atom [E�] and a pnictogen atom, say, P, and
the cluster will simply be isoelectronic with the white phosphorous molecule P4.
This slightly higher tendency for group 14 clusters to fulfill octet, when compared to

Fig. 6 Closo group 14 clusters [E5]
2�, [E9]

2�, [E10]
2�, and [E12]

2� [12] (Adapted from [12],
Copyright (2019), with permission from Elsevier)

Fig. 7 Nido clusters [E9]
4� and hyper-closo clusters [E4]

4� [12] (Adapted from [12], Copyright
(2019), with permission from Elsevier)
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group 13 counterparts, gives rises to some difference in bonding behaviors, which
will be elaborated later in Sect. 6.

Apart from comparisons across groups, we may also make intra-group compar-
ison among different periods. For heavy tetrel atoms like germanium, tin and lead,
their atomic ns-np energy gaps are large due to strong shielding effect. Thus, the s-p
hybridization is not that significant when compared to carbon. Hence, we would
expect that the lone pairs of tetrel atoms in a group 14 cluster are largely contributed
by electrons in their ns orbitals, especially when the tetrel element goes down the
group. To illustrate such difference, we can perform a principal interacting orbital
(PIO) analysis [31, 32] on the [Si12]

2� cluster, to investigate the most important
orbitals that each vertex utilizes to interact with other vertices. Indeed, the PIO
analysis identifies three pairs of orbital interactions, consistent with our previous
descriptions based onWade’s rules and TSH theory (Fig. 8). The PIO analysis on the
[Pb12]

2� cluster reveals a similar picture, except that the σ-type PIO of the Pb vertex
is obviously of more p character compared to the Si analog, leaving the Pb 6s orbital
for holding the lone pair. The unusual stability of ns orbitals (especially for lead
because of the inert pair effect) is essential for a heavy tetrel atom to hold a lone pair
of electrons, so that it does not significantly participate in skeletal bonding.

Compared to heavy tetrel elements, carbon has a much smaller s-p gap than
heavier tetrel elements, and thus disfavors a localized lone pair that resembles a B-H
σ bond in borane. This explains the fact that while there exist numerous examples of
silicon, germanium, tin, and lead clusters that have close resemblance to boranes, we
cannot find any similar electron-deficient clusters that consist of only carbon atoms.
Instead, carbon has a bonding behavior very different from heavy tetrels. The out-of-
plane π-type interactions between carbon 2p orbitals are much stronger than those
between p orbitals of heavier tetrel atoms. Hence the commonly seen carbon
“clusters” are fullerenes, which have completely different geometries from
deltahedral borane clusters.

Fig. 8 Principal interacting orbital analysis on [Si12]
2� and [Pb12]

2� clusters, with one of the
vertices as one fragment and the rest of cluster as the other fragment
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Other than the aforementioned bare clusters, a larger number of their derivatives
have been synthesized by introducing various substituents on some of the vertices of
a cluster, ranging from monosubstituted, disubstituted, trisubstituted to
tetrasubstituted clusters [33–42]. These clusters can be easily understood in a similar
way, noting the isoelectronic/isolobal relationship among [BH], [E], and [ER]+ units.

For example, the cluster [Ge9R2]
2� (R ¼ aliphatic groups) has 40 valence

electrons (4 � 9 from Ge atoms, 1 � 2 from R substituents, and 2 from the negative
charge), which is isoelectronic with the bare cluster [Ge9]

4� and the borane cluster
[B9H9]

4�. Hence the skeletal bonding of the cluster [Ge9R2]
2� should resemble its

analogs. Indeed, the [Ge9R2]
2� cluster adopts a monocapped square antiprismatic

geometry (Fig. 9), falling into the class of nido clusters as predicted byWade’s rules.
In fact, with an R-group substitution turning the “lone pair” of electrons on

carbon into a σ bonding pair, electron-deficient carbon clusters become possible
in some very rare cases. A worth-noting example is the dicationic “benzene,”
[C6Me6]

2+, which has a skeletal electron count of 16 (3 � 6 from carbon atoms
minus 2 from positive charge), isoelectronic with [B6H6]

4� in terms of skeletal
bonding [43–45]. Unlike the neutral benzene in which all six carbon atoms lie on a
plane, this molecule is electron-deficient and forms a three-dimensional cluster. As
there are 6 vertices with a SEP count of 8 (¼ n + 2), Wade’s rules predict a nido
geometry similar to [B6H6]

4�, i.e. a pentagonal pyramid, which is indeed the case
(Fig. 10).

Fig. 9 Crystal structure of
[Ge9R2]

2�, where R¼ C2H3

and C4H7 [37, 38] (Adapted
with permission from
[37, 38]. Copyright (2007)
and (2009) American
Chemical Society)

Fig. 10 Crystal structure of
[C6Me6]

2+ [45] (Reprinted
from [45], Copyright
(2016), with permission
from John Wiley and Sons)
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3.2 Electronic Structure of [E9] Clusters and Its Deviation
from Wade’s Rules

Although many group 14 clusters could be easily understood with Wade’s rules, they
also show significant differences from borane clusters in terms of structure and
bonding. One notable discrepancy can be seen from the observation that although
[B6H6]

2� and [B12H12]
2� are representative structures of borane clusters, they are

rarely observed in group 14 clusters. Instead, the most commonly seen group
14 cluster consists of 9 tetrel atoms, with two commonly associated electron counts,
[E9]

2� and [E9]
4�, which are seldom seen for borane compounds. Moreover, open-

shell [E9]
3� species have also been reported to be stable [15, 28, 46, 47], which

clearly falls out of the prediction of Wade’s rules. All of these indicate that, apart
from a simple analogy, there are still fundamental differences between group
14 clusters and boranes.

Some theoretical studies have been devoted to understand the origin of the
extraordinary stability of the above-mentioned [E9] clusters. Adaptive natural den-
sity partitioning (AdNDP) analysis [48] has been performed to decipher the bonding
by partitioning the electron density into 1c-2e bonds (lone pairs), 2c-2e bonds, and
nc-2e (multi-centered) bonds [49] (Fig. 11). The results show that the analyzed nine-
vertex clusters seem to have special σ-aromaticity that stabilizes the skeletal bond-
ing. As there are not yet systematic studies that perform parallel comparisons, how
this aromatic behavior translates to the overall stability is still not so clear.

Another interesting attempt should be attributed to King and coworkers who
viewed this problem from a different angle [50]. Note that in the aforementioned
models, group 14 clusters are described as having out-pointing lone pairs localized at
each vertex separated from skeletal bonding. But unlike borane clusters in which the
B-H bonds are pointing away from each other, in group 14 clusters, the out-pointing
lone pairs have stronger s characters and thus they can overlap with each other as
well as with skeletal bonding orbitals. Hence an alternative model that could also be
applied to understand the electronic structure of group 14 clusters is the Jellium
model [50], which was originally proposed for alkali metal clusters and later
extended to group 11 clusters [51–53]. Making use of the fact that a large class of
clusters are approximately spherical, the Jellium model considers a cluster made up
of many atoms as a “superatom,” and the molecular orbitals of a cluster will
resemble “superatomic orbitals” that can be well described with angular quantum
numbers and hence can be labelled as S, P, D, F, etc. The 2-electron rule, 8-electron
rule, and 18-electron rule become applicable, and the related magic numbers con-
tinue with 20, 34, 40, etc. Note that in this model, all of the valence electrons of a
group 14 cluster are included in the electron counting. For example, the occupied
orbitals for the [E12]

2� cluster are considered as a 50-electron species having its
superatomic 1S, 1P, 1D, 2S, 1F, 2P, and 2D orbitals occupied.

Note that a [E9]
4� cluster has 40 (4� 9 from tetrel atoms and 4 from the negative

charge) valence electrons and thus conforms to the magic number (40). Without
going into details, its corresponding occupied superatomic orbitals are 1S, 1P, 1D,
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2S, 1F, and 2P (Fig. 12). Such “closed-shell” superatomic configuratiion described
in the Jellium model might explain why [E9]

4� clusters (with or without substitu-
ents) are so common, even more common than closo [E9]

2� clusters, as well as the
extraordinary stability of the open-shell species [E9]

3�.
The [E9]

4� cluster is particularly interesting not only due to its surprising
stability, but also because of its structural flexibility. If we follow the prediction of
Wade’s rules, [E9]

4� have n + 2 pairs of skeletal electrons and hence should adopt a
nido structure, that is, a monocapped square antiprism (MSA).

However, there exist a number of examples showing that substituent-decorated
[E9]

4� clusters can also be stable in a closo structure, that is, tricapped trigonal prism
(TTP), as exemplified by the threefold-symmetric trisubstituted cluster [Ge9(Hyp)3]

�

(Hyp¼ hypersilyl, Si(SiMe3)3) [54] (Fig. 13). To understand this observation, one has
to first note that the MSA and TTP structures do not differ much in geometry. In fact,
the MSA structure can be viewed as elongating one of the prismatic edges of the TTP
geometry and opening up a square face (Fig. 14). While the TTP structure of [E9]

4�

does have an imaginary frequency according to gas phase calculation [12], this
distortion is so small that the energy gain has been found to be very little. Therefore,
the most stable geometry of [E9]

4� could be regulated by solvent, counterions, and
substituents [55].

Fig. 11 Multi-centered bonding picture of [Ge9]
4� at C4v and D3h structures depicted by AdNDP

analysis [49] (Reproduced from [49] – Published by The Royal Society of Chemistry, used under
CC BY-NC 3.0)

Structure and Bonding of Group 14 Clusters: Wade’s Rules and Beyond 209



From the electronic structure viewpoint, we may again see the close relationship
between [E9]

2� and [E9]
4� at TTP and MSA geometries. Based on the aforemen-

tioned Jellium model, we can easily predict the shapes of the molecular orbitals of
[E9]

2� at a TTP geometry. According to the Jellium model, the lowest occupied
valence orbitals of [Ge9]

2� are expected to be 1S, 1P, 1D, and 2S orbitals, respec-
tively (Fig. 12). The subsequent 1F and 2P orbitals are higher in the valence region
and are interlaced, with the 2Pz orbital being the HOMO and 1Fz3 orbital being the
LUMO (Fig. 15). Note that this LUMO has slight bonding character among capping

Fig. 12 Schematic MO diagram predicted by Jellium model and comparison with ordinary atomic
levels [50] (Reproduced from Ref. [50] with permission from The Royal Society of Chemistry)

Fig. 13 Crystal structure of the trisubstituted [Ge9(Hyp)3]
� cluster with threefold symmetry [54]

(Adapted with permission from [54]. Copyright (2012) American Chemical Society)
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atoms and anti-bonding character among those base atoms across the vertical edges.
Hence in an [E9]

4� cluster, occupation of this 1Fz3 orbital induces a second-order
Jahn-Teller instability that could bring two of the capping atoms together while
elongating a lateral edge, causing the cluster to deform from TTP to MSA geometry.

It should however be noted that, while Jellium model offers a distinct viewpoint
for group 14 clusters, it does not predict different electronic structures but rather
provides a different interpretation of the occupied orbitals of the clusters. In partic-
ular, for a [E9] cluster, Jellium model describes its molecular orbitals as superatomic
orbitals and thus predicts a “closed-shell” configuration with 40 electrons. Wade’s
rules and Stone’s TSH theory, on the other hand, separate skeletal bonding from
external lone pairs and predict a closo configuration with 38 electrons. These two
models should not be taken as contradictory to each other, but rather demonstrate the
flexibility of the [E9] moiety in its electron count. The preferred configuration might
vary with chemical environment, and the open-shell species [E9]

3�, which lies
between the two “closed-shell” electronic structures with different electron counts,
can also exist. In fact, it has been found that this cluster can undergo electron
exchange in solvent and reach a redox equilibrium among [E9]

2� and [E9]
4�, as

well as the intermediate state [E9]
3� [56].

Apart from the different possible electron counts shown above in a nine-vertex
group 14 cluster, Wade’s rules also have discrepancies in predicting the preferred
geometries of 8, 11, and 14-vertex boranes and germanium clusters (Fig. 16). While
borane clusters tend to adopt deltahedral structures in which most if not all of the
vertices have 4–5 neighboring vertices, germanium clusters prefer more an
omnicapped polyhedral structure in which all the faces of a kernel polyhedron are
capped with an extra atom. Such omnicapped polyhedral clusters show bispherical
feature in geometry and have been systematically studied by Johnston and Mingos
based on group theory [57].

Fig. 14 Comparison between D3h (left) and C4v (right) structures of [E9] clusters in which
shortening of the distance for a diagonal pair in the basal square face of the C4v structure (top
part of the shown structure) leads to the D3h structure while an elongation leads back to the C4v

structure
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Fig. 15 Frontier molecular orbitals of [Ge9]
2� at a TTP geometry with corresponding superatomic

orbital labels
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4 Endohedral Clusters

As mentioned above, group 14 clusters are mostly formed by heavy tetrel elements.
Heavy element implies large atomic radius and thus the cavity inside polyhedral
clusters could be large enough to encapsulate another atom, forming the so-called
endohedral clusters [58–61]. Still, the electronic structure of endohedral clusters can
be understood under the framework of Wade’s rules in many cases.

Fig. 16 Comparison between geometries of group 14 and borane clusters that have same electron
counts [50] (Reproduced from Ref. [50] with permission from The Royal Society of Chemistry)
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4.1 Wadean Endohedral Clusters

Let us take [PtPb12]
2� as our first example. Compared to the bare cluster [Pb12]

2�, this
cluster has an additional Pt center in the cavity of the [Pb12] skeleton (Fig. 17), and is
often denoted as [Pt@Pb12]

2� to show the endohedral relationship. The effect of the
central metal atom on the electronic structure can be revealed via an orbital interaction
diagram between the endohedral center and the peripheral atoms as shown in Fig. 18.

Let us consider the orbital interactions between the valence orbitals of Pt, namely
5d, 6s, and 6p, and the skeletal orbitals of [Pb12]

2� with the Hg, Ag, and T1u

irreducible representations, respectively. The consequence of the orbital interactions
is that the Ag and T1u skeletal bonding orbitals are stabilized by the empty metal s
and p orbitals, while the Hg orbitals interact with metal d orbitals to form bonding
and anti-bonding orbitals as shown in Fig. 18. For late transition metals, the metal d

Fig. 17 Crystal structure of [Pt@Pb12]
2� [62] (Reprinted from [62], Copyright (2004), with

permission from John Wiley and Sons)

Fig. 18 Orbital interaction diagram for [Pt@Pb12]
2�. For the [Pb12]

2� fragment, only the 13 skel-
etal bonding orbitals are shown for clarity [62]
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orbitals are low-lying in energy and relatively contracted in size, in which case the
destabilization of the skeletal Hg set will be insignificant. Hence the existence of an
endohedral center often will not affect the electron count: the peripheral atoms will
still follow the established rules for bare clusters while the endohedral center has a
closed-shell d10 configuration. In such a scenario, if we take into account both the
4n + 2 valence electrons of the Wadean cluster and the 10 d electrons of the
interstitial transition metal center, one would come up with the (4n + 12) rule for
transition metal doped endohedral cluster compounds.

This observation applies to a variety of endohedral clusters, including structurally
characterized clusters [M@Pb12]

2� (M ¼ Ni, Pd, Pt), [Rh@Pb12]
3�, and

[Ir@Sn12]
3� [62–65], as well as spectroscopically detected [M@Pb12]

� (M ¼ Cu,
Ag, Au), [M@Sn12]

� (M ¼ Cu, Au) and [Zn@E12] (E ¼ Sn, Pb) in gas phase [66–
68]. Note that these examples all have a d10 endohedral center fit into an external
icosahedral skeleton following Wade’s (n + 1) rule for closo cluster.

It is not surprising that not all clusters can have a central atom. The cavity size
must match the size of the endohedral atom to avoid significant destabilization from
the occupied Hg orbitals. For an icosahedral cluster, the distance between central
atom and a peripheral atom is not much different from that between two peripheral
atoms, suggesting that the central atom and peripheral atoms should have compara-
ble atomic radius for the endohedral cluster to be stable.

This argument is clearly evidenced by the [Co@Ge12]
3� cluster [69] (Fig. 19). A

simple electron counting shows that this cluster has 60 valence electrons
(4 � 12 + 9 + 3), isoelectronic with the [Pt@Pb12]

2� cluster. However, this
Co-centered cluster does not have the expected perfect icosahedral geometry.
Instead, both the crystal structure and computational optimization suggest a distorted
icosahedral structure in D5d point group. Such an observation can be explained by
the size mismatch between the central atom and the cage cavity. Ge has a much
smaller radius than Pb, giving rise to a smaller cavity that is incompatible with the

Fig. 19 Crystal structure of
[Co@Ge12]

3� [69]
(Reprinted from [69],
Copyright (2018), with
permission from John Wiley
and Sons)
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Co center. Thus the cluster has to undergo an expansion that reduces its symmetry
through second-order Jahn-Teller distortion.

Endohedral clusters with fewer peripheral atoms have a similar bonding pattern as
the [PtPb12]

2� cluster, but with a smaller cavity. Hence the possible number of
peripheral atoms is usually limited. In addition to aforementioned 12-vertex
endohedral clusters, a representative 10-vertex endohedral cluster is [Ni@Pb10]

2�

(Fig. 20), which also features a d10 center enclosed by a Wadean cluster, albeit its
isoelectronic analogs [M@Pb10]

2� (M ¼ Pd, Pt) have only been detected in gas
phase [63, 70].

Nine-vertex endohedral clusters are also known, including [Cu@E9]
3� (E ¼ Sn,

Pb), [Ni@Sn9]
4�, [Co@E9]

5� (E ¼ Ge, Sn) and [Ru@Sn9]
6� [36, 71–77]. Electron

counting reveals that these compounds all have 50 valence electrons, featuring a d10

center enclosed by an [E9]
4� cage. However, both the tricapped trigonal prismatic

and monocapped square antiprismatic structures have been reported, demonstrating
the previously discussed geometric flexibility of the [E9]

4� cage. The electronic
flexibility of [E9] cages is also reflected by the existence of the 49-electron
endohedral clusters [Ni@E9]

3� (E¼Ge, Sn) (Fig. 21) and [Co@Sn9]
4� [36, 78–80].

4.2 Icosahedral Clusters That Do Not Conform to Wade’s
Rules

Endohedral clusters discussed in the previous subsection all followed a simple
electron-counting rule: a d10 endohedral center enclosed by a Wadean shell.

Fig. 20 Crystal structure of
[Ni@Pb10]

2� [70]
(Reproduced from Ref. [70]
with permission from The
Royal Society of Chemistry)

Fig. 21 Crystal structure of
[Ni@Ge9]

3� [79] (Adapted
with permission from
[79]. Copyright (2006)
American Chemical
Society)
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However, there are cases that the electron counts of the core and the shell are not so
easily separated, and more detailed examination is necessary.

For example, the outer cage of the cluster [Au@Pb12]
3� also has an icosahedral

shape but only the symmetry of a D3d point group (Fig. 22) [81]. At first glance, the
icosahedral cage resembles a typical Wadean cluster and is supposed to follow
Wade’s rules. But if one tries to perform electron counting, one would find that
the total number of valence electrons in this cluster is 62 (4 � 12 + 11 + 3). When
compared to the typical endohedral cluster [Pt@Pb12]

2� with 60 valence electrons,
one might suggest a [(Au�)@(Pb12

2�)] assignment which formally retains the high
symmetry in its electronic structure by putting the two extra valence electrons to the
Au 6s orbital. However, computational study indicates that the HOMO of this cluster
is completely of skeletal nature (with a2g symmetry in D3d point group and its nodal
characteristics resembling the superatomic Gx3z orbital, see ref. [81] for its exact
shape) and that the HOMO-LUMO gap of [Au@Pb12]

3� (2.10 eV) is also close to
that of the hypothetical bare cluster [Pb12]

4� (1.90 eV) while the closo [Pb12]
2�

cluster has a much larger HOMO-LUMO gap (3.26 eV) [81]. This scenario is not
completely unexpected based on the observed distorted icosahedral geometry. One
should note that the LUMOs of the (hypothetical) Wadean cluster [Au@Pb12]

� or
[Pb12]

2� are expected to be degenerate. Therefore, addition of two extra electrons
would lead to the observed symmetry-breaking. These results hint that the assign-
ment [(Au+)@(Pb12)

4�] is more appropriate for describing the electronic structure of
the whole cluster. In this case, the Au 6s orbital is too high to be occupied with
another pair of electrons because it interacts strongly with the skeletal bonding
orbital and becomes high-lying in energy.

The [Mn@Pb12]
3� cluster shown in Fig. 23 provides another example of icosa-

hedral clusters that do not exactly conform to Wade’s rules. Again, this cluster has
58 (4� 12 + 7 + 3) valence electrons in total and is distorted in a D2h manner. If this
cluster follows the bonding pattern of typical endohedral clusters and has a d10

endohedral center, the icosahedral shell would be left with 48 ¼ 4n electrons as
opposed to the 4n + 2 electron count expected for closo clusters. Alternatively, if we
consider Mn as an early transition metal adopting its highest oxidation state +7 with
d0 configuration, or a half-filled d shell (d5), the skeletal bonding would involve
58 ¼ 4n + 10 or 53 ¼ 4n + 5 electrons, respectively, none of which follows Wade’s
rules.

Fig. 22 Crystal structure of
[Au@Pb12]

3� [81]
(Reproduced from Ref. [81]
with permission from The
Royal Society of Chemistry)
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On the other hand, if we force the icosahedral cage to have 4n + 2 electrons,
fulfilling Wade’s rules, the Mn center will have an unusual d8 configuration.
Computational study suggests that this cluster has a triplet ground state, consistent
with the surprising d8 configuration for Mn (5α3β) [82]. However, it should be noted
that spin polarization can be significant in such species. The strong Coulomb
repulsion between Mn d electrons leads to contracted α d orbitals, while the β
unpaired electrons would be pushed away from the metal center. Hence it has
been proposed that this cluster is better described as [Mn2+@(Pb12)

5�]. The Mn2+

center adopts a rather stable half-filled d5 configuration, while the outer cage has
three electrons more than the one predicted by Wade’s rules, leading to an antifer-
romagnetic coupling between the endohedral center and peripheral cage, as well as
the observed (first-order) Jahn-Teller distortion from the perfect Ih symmetry.

It should however be noted that a symmetry-lowering distortion is not always a
result of incompletely occupied degenerate orbitals, as exemplified by the
[Co@Ge12]

3� cluster discussed in the previous subsection [69]. The distorted
structure of the latter originates from the size mismatch between the endohedral
center and the cage cavity, which leads to a second-order Jahn-Teller distortion.
Such possibility suggests that our empirical rules for both “structure” and “bonding”
could potentially be violated, complicating the analysis of cluster compounds.

4.3 Competing Isomers of Endohedral Clusters

Deviation from the empirical structural rule can occur way beyond mere symmetry-
lowering Jahn-Teller distortion as introduced in the last subsection. The potential
energy surface of a cluster compound can be so complicated that, under certain
circumstances, the structure could undergo an extensive rearrangement into a
completely different shape, challenging our established understanding.

Fig. 23 Crystal structure of
[Mn@Pb12]

3� [82]
(Reprinted with permission
from [82]. Copyright (2011)
American Chemical
Society)
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4.3.1 10-Vertex Clusters

A representative case for such a rearrangement could be seen even in very simple
endohedral 10-vertex group 14 clusters. Wade’s rules predict a 10-vertex closo
[E10]

2� cluster would adopt a bicapped square antiprismatic geometry in a D4d

point group. According to our discussion in Sect. 4.1, we might expect that a similar
situation would occur in endohedral cluster, and indeed [Ni@Pb10]

2� does exhibit a
typical pattern of d10 center enclosed by a cluster following Wade’s rules.

However, the [Co@Ge10]
3� cluster (Fig. 24), which could be seen as an isoelec-

tronic analog of [Ni@Pb10]
2�, was found to possess a completely different shape

[83]. The 10 Ge atoms now arrange in a pentagonal prism, and the cluster seems to
conform to octet rule at first glance, each having an external lone pair and three
bonds with neighboring atoms. Such bonding scheme would require 50 valence
electrons in total (10 lone pairs and 15 Ge-Ge bonds). Electron counting, however,
does not support such a bonding scheme, since its total number of valence electrons
is 52 (4 � 10 + 9 + 3), different from that required by the octet configuration, not to
mention it requires the central metal to be in a very high oxidation state (+7) if
50 electrons are assigned to the outer cage.

Another closely related cluster, [Fe@Ge10]
3�, also has a pentagonal prismatic

structure (Fig. 25), despite that it has 1 electron less than the Co-centered analog.
Computational study suggests that its single electron is predominantly localized on the
dz2 orbital of the Fe center, assuming the z axis is coincident with the fivefold axis [84].

What further complicates the situation is the characterization of a [Fe@Sn10]
3�

cluster (Fig. 26), which is isoelectronic with [Fe@Ge10]
3� in composition, but has a

geometry that differs from all of the other 10-vertex clusters introduced above. It has

Fig. 24 Crystal structure of
[Co@Ge10]

3� [83]
(Reprinted from [83],
Copyright (2009), with
permission from John Wiley
and Sons)

Fig. 25 Crystal structure of
[Fe@Ge10]

3� [84]
(Reprinted with permission
from [84]. Copyright (2009)
American Chemical
Society)

Structure and Bonding of Group 14 Clusters: Wade’s Rules and Beyond 219



an unusual C2v geometry, which has been described as an intermediate structure
between the two aforementioned D4d and D5h geometries (Fig. 27) [85].

A systematic computational study suggests that there is a universal trend in the
energy differences among D5h, D4d, and C2v structures of 51-electron or 52-electron
[M@E10] species (Fig. 28) [85]. With respect to the D4d structure as a reference, late
transition metals always prefer the D5h structure to a greater extent, while the C2v

structure in most cases lies in between. Compared to the [M@Ge10] series, the tin
variants also have a higher tendency to deform toward the D4d structure, although the
C2v structure can sometimes be even more stable than both, giving rise to the
unexpected C2v [Fe@Sn10]

3� species.
The competition among multiple low-lying isomers has also been found in related

10-vertex group 13 cluster compounds with 50 electrons such as [Zn@In10]
8� [86]

and [Ni@In10]
10� [87], where the candidate structures are, respectively, bicapped

square antiprism (D4d) and tetracapped trigonal prism (C3v, c.f. [B10H10]) [85].

4.3.2 12-Vertex Clusters

A somewhat similar scenario occurs in some 12-vertex group 14 clusters. Typical
12-vertex clusters are certainly of icosahedral shape with 4n + 2 ¼ 50 valence
electrons, or 60 if there is an endohedral d10 center. Variants with 62 electrons

Fig. 26 Structure of [Fe@Sn10]
3� [85] (Reproduced from Ref. [85] with permission from The

Royal Society of Chemistry)

Fig. 27 Isomeric relationship among various geometries of [M@E10] [85] (Reproduced from Ref.
[85] with permission from The Royal Society of Chemistry)
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([Au@Pb12]
3�) or 58 electrons ([Mn@Pb12]

3�, albeit a high spin species) are also
known as discussed in Sect. 4.2, which, though distorted, still roughly retain
icosahedral shapes.

Other isomers are possible, however, including hexagonal prismatic (D6h) and
bicapped pentagonal prismatic (D2d) structures. One cluster with the latter geometry,
[Ru@Ge12]

3� (Fig. 29), has been synthesized and structurally characterized. Similar

Fig. 28 Geometric preference of [M@E10]
q- clusters where each panel showing the energies of

various geometric isomers relative to the D4d structure across the periodic table for different tetrel
elements and electron counts [85] (Reproduced from Ref. [85] with permission from The Royal
Society of Chemistry)

Fig. 29 Structure of [Ru@Ge12]
3� [88] (Reprinted with permission from [88]. Copyright (2014)

American Chemical Society)
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to the [Co@Ge10]
3� case (Fig. 24), the Ge atoms in the outer cage of [Ru@Ge12]

3�

seem to retain octet configurations at first glance, each having a lone pair and
forming three covalent bonds. But electron counting shows this cluster has
59 (4 � 12 + 8 + 3) valence electrons, one less than the electron count 60 (12 lone
pairs and 18 Ge-Ge bonds) required by octet assignment.

A representative of hexagonal prismatic group 14 clusters would be the [CrSi12]
cluster, which has 54 (4 � 12 + 6) valence electrons. This cluster has only been
detected in mass spectroscopy [89, 90], but has attracted special interest because it
seems that the cluster can be viewed as an analog of the coordination complex [Cr
(C6H6)2] [91], if one considers all carbon atoms to be replaced with isoelectronic
silicon atoms and all equatorial C-H bonds to be replaced by vertical Si-Si bonds.
For this reason, this complex has once been proposed to follow the 18-electron rule
for coordination complexes, since it does not follow any known electron-counting
rules for clusters [92–94]. But detailed orbital analysis revealed that this cluster does
not follow the 18-electron rule in an orbital sense, as demonstrated by the fact that
the Cr dz2 orbital is found to be the LUMO of the cluster (Fig. 30) [95].

Computational studies have been performed to understand the geometric prefer-
ence of various 12-vertex group 14 clusters among icosahedron (Ih), hexagonal
prism (HP), hexagonal antiprism (HAP), puckered hexagonal prism (PHP), and
bicapped pentagonal prism (BPP) (Fig. 31) [96]. Although a general understanding
is hard to achieve from the computational results, it is yet interesting to notice that,
when compared to Si counterparts, Ge-containing clusters in general favor more the
icosahedral geometry as predicted by Wade’s rules. This is in accordance with the
finding in the case of 10-vertex clusters in which heavier elements also prefer
traditional Wadean geometries.

While in these competing cases we do not yet have a systematic rule for
correlating their electron counts and geometries, we are still fortunate in the sense
that these clusters still possess relatively high symmetry and nearly spherical shapes,
which offers great help to our orbital analyses. Even though there are clusters with
intermediate symmetries (e.g., the 10-vertex C2v structure and the 12-vertex D2d

structure) that their superatomic electronic configurations might be difficult to
assign, comparison against more symmetric structures still offers insight to the
governing rules of structure and bonding.

Fig. 30 Optimized structure of the prismatic cluster [CrSi12] and its LUMO with metal dz2 nature
[95] (Reprinted with permission from [95]. Copyright (2014) American Chemical Society)
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5 Cluster Assemblies

Most clusters discussed up to this point are largely based on one single (quasi-)
spherical unit. But these units can be further extended into more complicated
clusters, sometimes in an unapparent way. Even so, a modular picture connecting
the bonding of fragments to that of large systems is often a very powerful aid in
chemical understanding. Hence in this section, we are going to discuss a number of
more complicated cluster compounds, and decipher their bonding with the
established bonding rules and models discussed in previous sections to show their
transferability. This kind of understanding on how clusters can interact with each
other or with other chemical moieties would then serve as an important step toward
modelling of larger clusters.

Fig. 31 Geometric preference of [M@E12]
q- clusters with each panel showing the energies of

various geometric isomers relative to the D4d structure for each tetrel element and each overall
charge [96] (Reproduced from Ref. [96] with permission from The Royal Society of Chemistry)
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5.1 Clusters with Transition Metal Vertex

One simple extension to (quasi-)spherical clusters is to take into account of their
interaction with transition metal centers. Apart from endohedral clusters discussed in
the previous section, there are also many metal doped group 14 clusters in which the
metal center lies on the same surface as the cluster’s (quasi-) spherical skeleton, thus
itself could also be considered as one vertex on the polyhedron.

In Mingos’ PSEPT, it has already been stated how we could view an electron-
deficient cluster that combines main group and transition metal vertices. As an
illustrative example, let us first take a look at the clusters [E9ZnPh]

3� (E ¼ Si, Ge,
Sn or Pb) (Fig. 32) [97–99]. These clusters adopt a perfect bicapped square
antiprismatic geometry, with the transition metal moiety being one of the vertices.
The cluster can clearly be understood by Wade’s rules, by considering the fact that a
[ZnPh]�moiety has 4 valence electrons (if Zn is considered as a main group, or 14 as
a transition metal; either way leads to the same analysis), isoelectronic with a tetrel
element, making the whole cluster isoelectronic with a closo [E10]

2� cluster with
42 valence electrons.

The same analysis would apply to the cluster [Ge9R3EtPd(PPh3)] (Fig. 33) [100],
which has 52 valence electrons (4� 9 + 1� 3 + 1 + 10 + 2) and is also isoelectronic

Fig. 32 Structure of
[E9ZnPh]

3�, where E ¼ Si,
Ge, Sn, or Pb [97]
(Reprinted with permission
from [97]. Copyright (2006)
American Chemical
Society)

Fig. 33 Structure of
[Ge9Hyp3EtPd(PPh3)] [100]
(Adapted from [100],
Copyright (2016), with
permission from John Wiley
and Sons)
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with [E10]
2� clusters noting that the additional 10 electrons arise from the d10 shell of

the transition metal Pd center. However, this cluster differs from the [E9ZnPh]
3�

cluster in the sense that the transition metal center occupies the antiprismatic vertex,
instead of a capping position as in [E9ZnPh]

3�.
The reason that the transition metal atoms Zn and Pd occupy different sites in the

above two cases is actually not yet well understood. In fact, the preferred occupation
site of transition metal can even be altered by the ligand exchange on the metal center
in the case of [Ge9R3RhL2] [101]. It has been proposed that different structural
isomers of a bicapped square antiprismatic cluster can rapidly interconvert to each
other under certain circumstances [102], based on the existence of both isomers of
[E9M(CO)3]

4� (E¼ Sn, Pb, M¼ Cr, Mo, W) species [102–105]. Early studies based
on perturbative approach suggest that site preference might be related to factors like
electronegativities of the heteroatom, interaction strengths, and connectivities of
different sites [106].

Apart from variants of the bicapped square antiprismatic structure, there exists
another competing structure for [E9M]-based 10-vertex clusters. The cluster
[Ge9(Si

iBu3)3CuNHC
Dipp] (Fig. 34) adopts a tetracapped trigonal prismatic structure

that may seem to resemble the hyper-closo [B10H10]. However, its valence electron
count sums up to 52 (4� 9 + 3 + 11 + 2), which is isoelectronic with the closo cluster
[B10H10]

2� but not the hyper-closo cluster [B10H10]. To understand this anomaly,
one should notice that the [Ge9(Si

iBu3)3] moiety itself has a flexible electron count
for [E9] clusters and may exist in tricapped trigonal prismatic structure as discussed
in Sect. 3.2. Hence the copper doped cluster could be understood simply as a
coordination complex in which the [Ge9R3]

� moiety acts as a ligand, donating to
the [CuL]+ fragment.

Such a fragment-based view of transition metal doped clusters is convenient in
explaining the various geometries adopted by the [E9] moiety when interacting with
a transition metal fragment. Just as what we have elaborated in Sect. 3.2, [E9]
fragment is very flexible in its geometry and electron count, which could explain

Fig. 34 Structure of
[Ge9(Si

iBu3)3CuNHC
Dipp]

[107] (Adapted from [107],
Copyright (2016), with
permission from John Wiley
and Sons)
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its versatility in interacting with transition metal centers in different clusters. The
[E9M]-based 10-vertex clusters could be considered as a closo bicapped square
antiprismatic cluster in which the transition metal center interacts with [E9] in η4

or η5 modes. Alternatively, it could adopt a structure that can be described as a
transition metal center interacting with a tricapped trigonal prismatic [E9] in an η3

mode. In addition, as each vertex of the [E9]
4� fragment has an out-pointing lone

pair, it is also possible for the fragment to coordinate to the transition metal center in
an η1 manner via one of its lone pairs, for example, in the [Ge9(Hyp)3FeCp(CO)2]
cluster (Fig. 35) [108].

To better understand the role of the [E9]
4� cage as a ligand, let us take a look at

the [(η1-Ge9R3)Cr(CO)5]
� and [(η5-Ge9R3)Cr(CO)3]

� compounds [109, 110]
(Fig. 36). In the former, the Cr center is coordinated by one lone pair of the
[Ge9R3]

� cage as well as 5 carbonyl ligands, hence conforming to the 18-electron
rule. Similarly, in the latter species the Cr center also conforms to the 18-electron
rule because the [η5-Ge9R3]

� ligand donates 6 electrons to the metal center
(in analogy with a Cp� ligand in coordination chemistry). Similar analysis applies
to all of the mentioned clusters in this section, where the doping transition metal
atoms all conform to the 18-electron rule and follow our traditional understanding in
coordination chemistry, despite the presence of cluster moiety as a mono- or multi-
dentate “ligand”.

As discussed before, deviations from the (n + 1) rule are not uncommon. The
cluster [Ni@Ge9Ni(CO)]

2� (Fig. 37) is another example of this, which can actually
be viewed as an endohedral Ni center inside a [Ge9Ni(CO)]

2� cage. If we make our
first guess by assigning the endohedral Ni center as Ni(0) with a d10 configuration,
the outer cage would be left with 50 valence electrons (4 � 9 + 10 + 2 + 2), different
from what we have introduced above. On the other hand, one should note that

Fig. 35 Structure of
[Ge9(Hyp)3FeCp(CO)2]
[108] (Reproduced from
[108] – Published by The
Royal Society of Chemistry,
used under CC BY-NC 3.0)
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although this cluster also adopts a tetracapped trigonal prismatic structure that seems
to resemble the [Ge9(Si

iBu3)3CuNHC
Dipp] structure shown in Fig. 34, it is actually

isoelectronic with the hyper-closo cluster [B10H10] in Fig. 5, which is different from
the previously discussed examples in electron count.

To understand this, we note that there are two different ways to describe a
tricapped trigonal prismatic [E9] cage. If one takes it as a whole and considers it as
a nine-vertex closo cluster, Wade’s rules predict it to be [E9]

2�, although we have
discussed in Sect. 3.2 that its low-lying LUMO makes it possible to adopt [E9]

4�

configuration within D3h point group under certain circumstances. On the other

Fig. 36 Structure of [Ge9R3Cr(CO)5]
� and [Ge9R3Cr(CO)3]

�, where R ¼ Si(SiMe3)3 [109]
(Reproduced from Ref. [109] with permission from The Royal Society of Chemistry)

Fig. 37 Crystal structure of [Ni@Ge9Ni(CO)]
2� [79] (Reprinted with permission from [79]. Copy-

right (2006) American Chemical Society)
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hand, one can view it as a “hyper-nido” structure derived from a hypothetical hyper-
closo [E10] cluster (analogous with the hyper-closo [B10H10]) by removing its top
vertex on its threefold axis. Compared to the ordinary closo [E9]

2� cluster, this
hypothetical “hyper-nido” cluster has one of its trigonal bases slightly open when
interacting with the 10th vertex, but its electronic structure is essentially the same as
the ordinary one except that its frontier orbitals could be rearranged a bit due to slight
geometric distortion.

Similarly, the [Ni@Ge9Ni(CO)]
2� cluster can also be understood in two different

ways. Taking the cluster as a whole would result in a 50-electron hyper-closo
10-vertex cluster, isoelectronic with the borane cluster [B10H10], while considering
it as a coordination complex would lead to a closo nine-vertex [Ni@Ge9]

2� cluster
conforming to Wade’s rules coordinated to the transition metal moiety [Ni(CO)].

Relationship among different geometries and electron counts could be better
understood by taking a closer look at their frontier orbitals. The right-hand side of
Fig. 38 shows the arrangement of the frontier orbitals of nido [E9]

4� in the
monocapped square antiprism (MSA) geometry. As discussed in Sect. 3.2, MSA
can also rearrange into tricapped trigonal prism (TTP) without significant energy
penalty. One can see that at TTP geometry, the HOMO of [E9]

4� is singly degen-
erate, consistent with our prediction of the closo TTP [E9]

2� (with the topmost
electron pair removed) based on Wade’s rules. When it comes to the “hyper-nido”
structure which has a triangular base face opened up compared to the ordinary TTP
structure, such a distortion will lead to a rearrangement of the LUMOs but the

Fig. 38 Frontier molecular orbital diagram of the [Ge9] cluster with different charges at different
geometries
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occupied orbitals still show clear correspondence in terms of symmetry as shown in
the leftmost column of Fig. 38. It turns out that such “open-TTP” structure would
serve as an important fragment for understanding many tetrel clusters, which will be
further discussed in later analyses.

While the above two approaches to understand [Ge9Ni2L]
2� make no essential

difference in its bonding, the fragment-based approach, which considers a cluster
fragment as a ligand, can be more flexible when extended to clusters that do not
follow Wade’s rules. Because of the electronic flexibility of the [E9] cage, not only
the Wadean 50-electron η3-coordinated clusters and the 52-electron η4-coordinated
clusters can be formed, but we are also able to obtain 52-electron η3-coordinated
clusters such as the aforementioned [(η3-Ge9R3)CuL] (shown in Fig. 34), or even
50-electron η4-coordinated clusters such as [Co@Ge9NiL]

3� (E ¼ Ge, L ¼ CO;
E ¼ Sn, L ¼ C2H4) [80]. Open-shell species can also exist, including [{η4-Ge9}Ni
(CO)]3� (Fig. 39), [{η4-Ge9}PdPPh3]3�, [{η1-Ge9(Si(SiMe3)3)3}TiCp2(NCMe)],
[{η3-Ge9(Hyp)3}Ni(dppe)], [{η3-Ni@Ge9}Ni(en)]

3�, and [{η4-Ni@Sn9}Ni
(CO)]3� [79, 111–114]. However, given that both an [E9] cluster and a transition
metal can have the potential to form open-shell species, whether the unpaired
electron(s), when present, actually locate on the cage or on the transition metal
center has to be determined on a case-by-case basis, and no general rule of thumb is
currently available.

Finally, a rather surprising case is associated with the cluster [Pd@Sn9SnCy3]
3�

(Fig. 40) in which there is an SnCy3 group attached to a [Pd@Sn9] cluster in an
unprecedented η2 manner [115]. Despite the substituent SnCy3 is not a transition
metal here, the cluster can still be understood as a coordination adduct of
[Pd@Sn9]

4� and [SnCy3]
+. While it has been shown that the stannyl group, which

is isolobal to H, Me, or AuL, can serve as a flexible bridging group bonded to the
cluster in multiple ways (Fig. 41) [33], the preference among different coordination
modes under different situations is still not clear.

Fig. 39 Crystal structure of
open-shell cluster [Ge9Ni
(CO)]3� [79] (Reprinted
with permission from
[79]. Copyright (2006)
American Chemical
Society)
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Fig. 40 Structure of
[Pd@Sn9SnCy3]

3� [115]
(Adapted from [115],
Copyright (2011), with
permission from John Wiley
and Sons)

Fig. 41 Three different
units simultaneously
existing in the crystal
structure of [Ge9{Si
(SiMe3)3}3Sn

nBu3] with
different coordination
modes where substituents on
the capping Sn atom (blue)
are not shown for clarity
[33] (Adapted with
permission from
[33]. Copyright (2014)
American Chemical
Society)
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To summarize, a list of transition metal doped group 14 clusters is given in
Table 1, in which the [E9] moiety may adopt η3, η4, or η5 coordination modes. The
structural flexibility of the [E9]-based clusters results in a very rich chemistry of
transition metal doped group 14 clusters. One will see in later parts that the fragment-
based understanding of cluster compounds introduced in this section can actually
serve as the basis for a more general bonding picture to understand the electronic
structure of more complicated clusters.

Table 1 List of transition metal doped group 14 clusters arranged by electron counts and
coordination modes of [E9] moiety

Electron
count η3 η4 η5

51 [Ge9Ni(CO)]
3� [79]

[Ge9PdPPh3]
3� [111]

52 [Ge9{Si(SiMe3)3}3M
(NHCDipp)] (M¼ Cu, Ag,
Au) [116]
[{Si(SiMe3)3}3Ge9Cu
(PiPr3)] [117]
[Ge9{P(N

iPr2)2}3Cu
(NHCDipp) [118]
[Ge9{Si
(iBu)3}3CuNHC

Dipp]
[107]
[Ge9{Si(SiMe3)3}2(PR2)
Cu(NHCDipp)] [119]

[E9ZnPh]
3� (E ¼ Si, Ge,

Sn, Pb) [97]
[E9ZnR]

3� (E ¼ Ge, Sn,
Pb; R ¼ Mes, iPr) [99]
[E9CdR]

3� (R ¼ Ph,
E ¼ Sn, Pb; R ¼ SnnBu3,
E ¼ Sn) [98]
[E9M(CO)3]

4� (E ¼ Sn,
Pb, M ¼ Cr, Mo, W) [102–
105]
[Ge9R3Rh(COD)] [101]
[E9Ir(COD)]

3� (E ¼ Sn,
Pb) [65, 120]
[Sn9-Ag(NHC

Dipp)]3�

[121]
[Ge9Cu(PR3)]

3� (R ¼ iPr,
Cy) [122]
[Sn9M(NHCDipp)]3�

(M ¼ Cu, Ag, Au) [121]

[Ge9R3EtPdPPh3] [100]
[Ge9R3Rh(dppe)] [101]
[Sn9W(CO)3]

4� [102]
[Pb9Mo(CO)3]

4� [105]
[Ge9{Si(SiMe3)3}3M
(CO)3]

� (M ¼ Cr, Mo,
W) [109, 110]

60 [Pt@Sn9Pt(PPh3)]
2�

[112]
[Co@Sn9Pt(PPh3)]

3�

[80]
[Co@Ge9AuPh]

3� [80]
[Ni@Ge9Ni(CO)]

2� [79]
[Ni@Ge9Ni(CCPh)]

3�

[79]
[Ni@Ge9NiPPh3]

2�

[123]
[Ni@Ge9PdPPh3]

2�

[111]

[Co@Ge9Ni(CO)]
3� [80]

[Co@Sn9Ni(C2H4)]
3� [80]

61 [Ni@Ge9Ni(en)]
3� [79] [Ni@Sn9Ni (CO)]

3� [112]
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5.2 Metal-Bridged Cluster Assemblies

With the interaction between transition metal and group 14 clusters being well
elucidated above, we can proceed to discuss clusters having metal center(s) as
bridges which link various (quasi-)spherical clusters together. Specifically, the
previously introduced nine-vertex group 14 clusters are important building blocks
in large cluster compounds, and multiple [E9] units can be connected in a variety
of ways.

In the class of [MGe18R6]
q- (q¼ 0, M¼ Zn, Cd, Hg, Mn; q¼ 1, M¼ Cu, Ag, Au;

q ¼ 2, M ¼ Pd) clusters, there are two [Ge9R3]
� cages bridged by a transition metal

center (Fig. 42) [114, 116, 124–129]. Note that all metal centers adopt d10 config-
urations (except Mn which adopts a half-filled d5 configuration) and have 6 neigh-
boring Ge atoms arranged in octahedral geometry. The Ge-Ge distances in the
coordinating triangular base face (2.87 Å in the case of Pd) are significantly longer
than those in the uncoordinated triangular faces (2.63 Å in the case of Pd),
suggesting a D3h-to-C3v distortion within each [E9R3]

� unit in the overall cluster,
implying a combination of the donation from the HOMOs of the [Ge9R3]

� unit to the
metal center and the back-donation from the metal center to the LUMOs of the
cluster unit. The same scenario also holds for other metal-bridged group 14 clusters
including but not limited to [RAu  Sn9R3 ! Au  Sn9R3 ! AuR]�,
[Ge9R3! Cu Ge9R3! CuPPh3] and [RZn Ge9R3! Pt Ge9R3! ZnR]
(Fig. 42) [124, 130, 131].

Multiple bare [E9] units can also be bridged via different coordination modes. In
the cluster [Ge9 ! Hg  Ge9 ! Hg  Ge9 ! Hg  Ge9]

10�, for example, it
features a union of multiple Hg2+ and [Ge9]

4� moieties in which η1 and η2 coordi-
nation modes exist at the same time [132] (Fig. 43). Such a coordination chain can
grow in length and result in a polymer as in the [K2HgGe9] compound, though the
coordination in the polymeric structure consists of both η1 and η3 modes instead
[133]. Besides, other coordination modes can also coexist, such as [(η4-Ge9)-Cu-(η1-
Ge9)]

7�, [(η4-Sn9)-Ag-(η1-Sn9)]7�, [(η4-Ge9)-Zn-(η3-Ge9)]6�, [(η2-Sn9)-Hg-(η2-

Fig. 42 Structures of [Ge9R3-Pd-Ge9R3]
2� and [RZn-Ge9R3-Pt-Ge9R3-ZnR] [124, 131] (Adapted

with permission from [124, 131]. Copyright (2015) and (2018) American Chemical Society)
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Sn9)]
6�, [(η4-Ge9)-Zn-{μ2(η4:η1-Ge9)}-Zn-(η4-Ge9)]8�, and polymeric 1[Zn

{μ2(η4:η1-Ge9)}]2� [121, 122, 134–136]. The main group metal-bridged cluster
[(Ni@Sn9)In(Ni@Sn9)]

5� exhibits a similar structural isomerism among η4:η4,
η4:η3 and η3:η3 isomers [137].

The cluster [Au3Ge18]
5� (Fig. 44) provides another possibility of bridging two

[E9] moieties with an [Au3] triangle [138]. While each Au center has a formal charge
of +1 and seems to be repulsive with each other, we would also expect the aurophilic
interaction commonly discovered in multinuclear gold(I) compounds can hold
multiple Au(I) centers together and in turn bridge the two [E9] cages [139]. Addi-
tional ligands can also be present at the bridging moiety, for example the [{Ni
(CO)2}2(Si9)2]

8� cluster is an assembly of two [Si9]
4� moieties bridged by two

separated Ni(CO)2 fragments (Fig. 44) [117, 119, 140]. Each Ni center is Ni(0) with
four ligands arranged in a tetrahedral geometry, perfectly satisfying its own coordi-
nation chemistry.

Another example, the [Ni3Ge18]
4� cluster, may seem to be three endohedral Ni

centers in a [Ge18] cage [78] (Fig. 45). However, the 18 Ge atoms are actually

Fig. 43 Crystal structure of [Ge9-Hg-Ge9-Hg-Ge9-Hg-Ge9]
10� [132] (Reproduced from Ref. [132]

with permission from The Royal Society of Chemistry)

Fig. 44 Structures of [Ge9-Au3-Ge9]
5� and [Si9-{Ni(CO)2}2-Si9]

8� [138, 140] (Reprinted from
[138, 140], Copyright (2007) and (2009), with permission from John Wiley and Sons)
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separated into two groups of atoms, and hence this cluster is better described as two
[Ni@Ge9]

2� cages linked by a Ni(0) center [141].

5.3 Directly Bonded Cluster Assemblies

In addition, multiple [E9] units can also be explicitly bonded together via covalent
bonds or other direct interactions. Recall that in the [Ge9R2]

2� cluster discussed in
Sect. 3.1, the [Ge9] moiety is directly bonded with two substituents with localized
covalent bonds. In addition to having a substituent in the traditional sense, a Ge
vertex could also be bonded to another [Ge9] moiety. This is the case in the cluster
[R-Ge9-Ge9-R]

4� (R ¼ alkyls, SbPh2 or ER’3 where E ¼ Ge, Sn and R’ ¼ Me, Ph)
(Fig. 46), in which each [Ge9] cage has two covalent bonds, one bonded with
substituent and the other bonded with another cage [56, 142, 143]. The skeletal
bonding of each cage still resembles that of the [Ge9R2]

2� cluster, hence it is totally
expected that each cage in [R-Ge9-Ge9-R]

4� adopts a nido MSA geometry. The
same analysis also applies to the [Ge18]

6� (Fig. 46) with two [Ge9] cages bonded via
a single bond [144, 145]. Other examples include [Ag(Sn9-Sn9)]

5� (Fig. 46) and
[InPh(Ge9-Ge9)]

4�, each with both a Ge-Ge σ-bond and a metal ion that bridges two
Ge9 cages [121, 146, 147]. The cluster polymer1[Ge9]

2� shows extended inter-cage
bonding (Fig. 47), illustrating how these interactions could be utilized in much larger
structures [148–150].

The [E9] building blocks can also be linked in a more delocalized manner. The
clusters [Pd3Ge18R6]

2� (R ¼ SniPr3, Si
iPr3) provide specific examples for such

scenario [151, 152]. Each cluster has two [Ge9R3] cages bridged by a Pd3 triangle
in between and may be described as a pair of icosahedral cages linked by a common
Pd3 triangular face (Fig. 48). Given our discussion on [R6Ge18Pd]

2� in Sect. 5.2, one
might follow our previous analysis and assign each [Ge9R3] cage to be [Ge9R3]

� and
each Pd to be Pd(0). However, it is interesting to notice that the [Ge9R3] cages are
different in these two clusters. Compared to [PdGe18R6]

2�, the cluster
[Pd3Ge18R6]

2� has two [Ge9R3] cages each with one base face widely open, a
structure that we have often seen in the previously discussed coordinated clusters.
As mentioned in Sect. 5.1, a [Ge9R3] cage in an open-TTP conformation has its
frontier orbitals reordered, hence [Ge9R3]

� is expected to have degenerate HOMO

Fig. 45 Structure of [Ni@Ge9-Ni-Ni@Ge9]
4� [78] (Reprinted from [78], Copyright (2005), with

permission from John Wiley and Sons)
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and LUMO in the open-TTP geometry if electrons are forced to be paired up. In this
sense, the [Ge9R3]

� cage is better described as a triplet fragment in this scenario.
Formally, these two triplet cages form a pair of delocalized π-bonds (Fig. 48).
Although the two cages lie across the Pd3 triangle and such a delocalized bonding
seems remote and unstable, the cage SOMOs are actually quite localized on the three
Ge atoms on its open face [151]. This also explains the eclipsed conformation of the
[Pd3Ge18R6]

2� clusters which bring the two open faces close to each other to
stabilize the “remote π-bonds” [151].

Fig. 47 Crystal structure of polymeric 1[KGe9]
� [150] (Reprinted with permission from

[150]. Copyright (2004) American Chemical Society)

Fig. 46 Structures of [tBu-Ge9-Ge9-
tBu]4�, [Ge18]

6� and [Ag(Sn9-Sn9)]
5� [143, 145, 146]

(Reprinted with permission from [143, 145], Copyright (2007) and (1999) American Chemical
Society; and from [146], Copyright (2010) John Wiley and Sons)
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Such an atypical delocalized bonding is not unique to [Pd3Ge18R6]
2�. The

clusters [Pd2E18]
4� (E ¼ Ge, Sn) also have two [E9] cages close to each other

[154, 155] (Fig. 49). But different from the previous case, the two cages now adopt a
staggered conformation. Compared to the Pd3 triangle in [Pd3Ge18R6]

2�, the Pd-Pd
distance in [Pd2E18]

4� is even longer, hence there should not be any Pd-Pd bond.
Therefore, each Pd center is again expected to be Pd(0), and the [E9] cage is assigned
to be [E9]

2�, which is expected to be at singlet state at an open-TTP structure. The
interaction between the two [E9] cages is thus different from the case in
[Pd3Ge18R6]

2�. Specifically, their frontier orbital interactions give rise to three
pairs of mutual delocalization, which hold the two cages together although their
formal bond order is zero [31, 141] (Fig. 49).

In fact, when we cross-compare different cases, we can understand the role of an
[E9] unit in a unified framework. If we examine the “principal interacting orbitals”
(PIOs) [31, 32] of the formal [E9] units (together with their substituents or
endohedral center) in [Ge9Ni2L]

2� (Fig. 37), [Pd2E18]
4� (Fig. 49), and

[Pd3Ge18R6]
2� (Fig. 48), we would find very similar PIOs among different cases

(as illustrated by the resemblance of π-type PIOs in Figs. 48 and 49), giving rise to a
more generalized picture of the “frontier interactions” of the [E9] unit [31, 153].

Finally, it should be noted that not all [E9]-based clusters have been well studied.
The clusters [Ge27]

6� and [Ge36]
8� are two of such examples (Fig. 50). Our

knowledge introduced in this chapter can still be used to understand their bonding
patterns despite the absence of computational results. These clusters are apparently

Fig. 48 Crystal structure of [Ge18Pd3{Sn
iPr3}6]

2� and its principal interacting orbital analysis
revealing its bonding scheme [153] (Adapted with permission from [152, 153]. Copyright (2017)
and (2019) American Chemical Society)
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made up of three and four [Ge9]
2� units, respectively. However, adjacent [Ge9] units

are doubly connected, with two close Ge-Ge contacts in the range of
2.546 ~ 2.752 Å. The Ge-Ge distances are longer than typical Ge-Ge single bond
lengths of approximately 2.48 Å, hence distinguishing these cases from the afore-
mentioned [Ge18]

6� cluster (Fig. 46), which has two nido-Ge9
3� moieties linked by

a Ge-Ge single bond. Even if we ignore the atypical Ge-Ge bond length and assume
that there are two localized bonds between adjacent [Ge9] units, the middle [Ge9]

2�

unit will formally be isoelectronic with [Ge9R4]
2�, an arachno cluster according to

the total number of valence electrons and Wade’s rules. This is different from the
familiar skeletal bonding patterns for nine-vertex group 14 clusters. We thus expect
these [Ge9] units are not connected by localized single bonds but are bonded in a
rather delocalized manner.

Fig. 49 Crystal structure of [Pd2Sn18]
4� and its principal interacting orbital analysis revealing its

bonding Scheme [31, 141, 155] ([31, 141] – Adapted by permission of The Royal Society of
Chemistry (2017) and John Wiley and Sons (2018))
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Noting that the structure of each [Ge9] unit in Fig. 50 is close to the MSA
geometry, with the open square face vertices being connected with adjacent units,
we may speculate their electronic structures based on the established models intro-
duced in Sect. 3.2 and 5.1, in which the degenerate frontier orbitals are localized on
the square face. As a starting point, the (almost) degenerate frontier orbitals are only
partially filled for each [Ge9]

2� unit. Then the linear combination of these two
frontier orbitals will span two bands, with their partial occupation finally giving
rise to weakly bonded [Ge9]

2� units with each individual unit still resembling typical
nine-vertex group 14 clusters. Such a delocalized bonding picture is, however, much
harder to illustrate through traditional bonding analysis methods, because most of
them are based on identifying localized bonds among a couple of adjacent atoms.
But with the recent development of computational tools, it is still conceivable that a
general bonding picture for these extended clusters could be achieved in the near
future.

6 Clusters Beyond Wade’s Rules

In the previous sections, we have introduced Wade’s rules and their application on a
wide variety of group 14 clusters. We have shown that many group 14 clusters can
be interpreted using Wade’s rules if more specific orbital interactions are introduced.
There are still some clusters which require rather different approaches. We will
briefly examine some representative examples in this section.

Fig. 50 Crystal structure of [Ge27]
6� and [Ge36]

8� [156, 157] (Reprinted with permission from
[156, 157], Copyright (2002) and (2003) American Chemical Society)
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Although in a large part of this chapter we have greatly relied on the “isolobal
relationship” among [BH], [E], and [ER]+, we have discussed in Sect. 3 that they do
have some differences. In particular, we have briefly mentioned in Sect. 3.1 the role
of substituents in stabilizing electron-deficient “carbon cluster.” We have also
discussed the relationship of tetrel clusters to Jellium model due to the relatively
active lone pair in Sect. 3.2. In fact, the availability of skeletal electron pairs and the
total electron count can shift the governing bonding models from one to the other.

Recall the two examples we mentioned in Sect. 2: [B4Cl4] and [C4H4], we
considered [B4Cl4] to follow a variant of Wade’s rules, and described C4H4 simply
with localized bonding, but what they actually differ is the total electron count.

In fact, similar case also occurs in group 15 clusters where they are often
described by a dedicated electron-counting rule for these octet-conforming cases:
the 5n rule. Because in the case of pnictogen clusters, this often means each vertex
would have 3 bonds, and clusters of this kind are therefore often also called “3-
connected clusters” [4].

Tetrel elements have 4 valence electrons, hence in most cases electroneutrality
principle forces group 14 clusters to fall into the class of Wadean clusters as opposed
to 3-connected clusters. However, more electrons could be present in skeletal
bonding if the overall cluster is particularly stable. A typical example, albeit com-
plicated, is the Matryoshka cluster [Sn@Cu12@Sn20]

12� (Fig. 51), which has a
highly symmetric three-layer geometry [158]. Despite its compositional complexity,
its bonding can be simply deciphered via a divide-and-conquer approach like peeling
an onion: the innermost tin atom fulfills the octet rule, the sandwiched layer simply
consists of 12 Cu centers all with a closed-shell d10 configuration, and the outermost
layer is a 3-connected cluster in which each tin atom holds an external lone pair and
forms three covalent bonds with neighboring vertices, also fulfilling the octet rule.
Such assignment indicates that this cluster can be formally written as [(Sn4�)@
(Cu+)12@(Sn�)20], where each individual layer is isoelectronic with that in another
famous transition metal doped pnictogen Matryoshka cluster [(As3�)@Ni12@As20]
[159, 160].

Generally, group 14 clusters in most cases cannot sustain such a high negative
charge of an electron-precise cluster and require substituents to balance and stabilize

Fig. 51 Crystal structure of [Sn@Cu12@Sn20]
12� and its bonding Scheme [159] – Reproduced by

permission of The Royal Society of Chemistry
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the charge. For example, the substituent-stabilized clusters [EnRm]
(n-m)- (n ¼ 4,

E ¼ Si, Ge; n ¼ 8, E ¼ Sn) follow the desired valence electron count for
3-connected clusters (not counting substituents in the connectivity) [161–166]
(Fig. 52a). Hence these clusters are isoelectronic to corresponding pnictogen clusters
[Pnn] and polyhedranes [CnHn].

In many cases, substituent-decorated group 14 clusters fall into the intermediate
regime between Wadean and 3-connected clusters, with intermediate valence elec-
tron counts between 4n + 2 for Wadean closo clusters and 5n for 3-connected
clusters. Taking 8-vertex clusters as an example, an [E8Rx] cluster has 32 + x valence
electrons. The case with x ¼ 2 corresponds to a Wadean closo cluster while the case
with x ¼ 8 corresponds to a 3-connected cluster. The cases with x ¼ 4 or x ¼ 6 are
predicted to adopt nido or arachno structures, respectively, according to Wade’s
rules, which are deltahedral clusters with one or two vertices removed.

On the other hand, experimentally synthesized and characterized [E8R4] and
[E8R6] molecules are seen to adopt (distorted) cubic structures, including [Ge8{N
(SiMe3)2}6] (Fig. 52b), [Ge8{C6H3(O

tBu)2}6], [Sn8(2,6-Mes2C6H3)4], and
[Sn8(Si

tBu3)6] [164, 167, 169, 170]. In terms of electron count, more edges could
be added to the cubic structure to increase electron-sharing and formally make all
vertices tetravalent, although the undecorated vertices may not maintain the typical
tetrahedral tetravalent geometry in main group chemistry.

At the same time, their isoelectronic silicon analog, [Si8(Si
tBu3)6] (Fig. 52c), has

a completely different structure [168]. This cluster has a Si2 moiety sandwiched by
two Si3R3 moieties, in which all Si atoms are tetravalent and fulfilling octet rule,
showing a rather localized bonding pattern. These compounds clearly show the
diversity in structure and bonding of cluster compounds because geometrically
similar clusters may have different electron counts while isoelectronic clusters
may adopt diverse geometries. It remains a question why these clusters do not follow
Wade’s rules but instead adopt a 3-connected structure. We anticipate more clusters
in this transition regime synthesized in the future could help us understand their
preferences.

Fig. 52 Crystal structure of a) [Sn8(Si
tBu2Me)8], b) [Ge8{N(SiMe3)2}6] and c) [Si8(Si

tBu3)6]
[161, 167, 168] (Reprinted from [161, 167, 168], Copyright (2020), (2003), and (2005), with
permission from John Wiley and Sons)
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When it comes to 10-vertex substituted clusters, the diverse scenario is somewhat
similar. The cluster [Ge10{Si(SiMe3)2}(Hyp)4Me]� (Fig. 53) has a [Ge10] skeleton
with 7 attached substituents and hence can be formally described as a [Ge10R7]

� if
we consider that the substituents are singly bonded to the skeletal atoms (note that
SiR2 is counted as two separate substituents) [171]. Thus, this cluster has 48 valence
electrons (4 � 10 + 7 + 1), two less than that required by a 3-connected bonding
scheme, although each vertex has three closest neighboring Ge atoms in around
2.5 Å (except that one of the edges, Ge9-Ge10, has a bond length of 2.74 Å). Based
on the electron count, one might assign an additional Ge1-Ge6 bond, despite its
relatively long bond length of 2.96 Å. However, this assignment will again lead to
non-tetrahedral Ge atoms which are not typical for tetravalent main group elements.

Nevertheless, the locally inverted geometries might not be evident enough to
eliminate the possibility of an additional bond between unsubstituted tetrel atoms in
above clusters. It is well established that an inverted bond can exist in the [1.1.1]
propellane molecule (Fig. 54) with charge-shift bonding character [172–174]. We
would not judge the charge-shift bonding character in the aforementioned cluster
compounds here, but would still like to point out that the inverted nature of local
center does not completely exclude the possibility of tetravalency.

The cluster [Sn10R8] (Fig. 55) is an isoelectronic analog with the previously
discussed cluster shown in Fig. 53, which again adopts a different geometry
[175]. There are 4 apparent trivalent Sn atoms, in addition to 6 tetravalent Sn

Fig. 53 Crystal structure of [Ge10{Si(SiMe3)2}(Hyp)4Me]� [171] (Reproduced from Ref. [171]
with permission from The Royal Society of Chemistry)
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atoms. Since this cluster is only short by two electrons to fulfill the electron count for
a 3-connected cluster, the central four Sn atoms must share three lone pairs. In other
words, this cluster exhibits a 4-center-6-electron delocalized bonding pattern in the
middle, even though the overall structure largely resembles a 3-connected geometry.

We may find other examples of intermediate 10-vertex clusters with even fewer
valence electrons. The cluster [Ge10(Si

tBu3)6I]
+ (Fig. 56) has 46 valence electrons

(4 � 10 + 6 + 1–1), four electrons less than that required by 5n rules, despite its
apparent 3-connected structure with 15 close Ge-Ge contacts and 7 external bonds
[176]. On the other hand, if one deducts the 22 localized bonding electron pairs from
overall valence electrons, one would find that there are two remaining electrons
while three Ge atoms are not tetravalent yet. This will lead us to assign a 3-center-2-

Fig. 55 Crystal structure of [Sn10R8] [175] – Published by The Royal Society of Chemistry, used
under CC BY-NC 3.0

Fig. 54 Structure of [1.1.1]propellane in which there is believed to be an inverted bond between
the two opposite carbon atoms [172] (Adapted from [172], Copyright (2009), with permission from
John Wiley and Sons)
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electron bond among the three trivalent Ge atoms, with each Ge atom contributing its
external orbital that is normally associated with a lone pair in 3-connected cluster but
is now sharing a common electron pair with the other two Ge atoms.

The above 3-center-2-electron bond is not unique in this single cluster. In fact,
2-center-2-electron localized bond, 3-center-2-electron semi-localized bond, and
multi-centered bonding (following Wade’s rules) can be present in a single cluster
at the same time. In the very complicated cluster [Au3Ge45]

9� (Fig. 57), there are
four Ge9 moieties in typical closo or nido geometries, while the remaining 9 Ge
atoms appear to arrange in a 3-connected manner [177]. Further inspection shows
that the central [Ge9] skeleton has a similar structure with the [Ge9] skeleton in
[Ge10(Si

tBu3)6I]
+ discussed above, while the [Ge9] unit IV plays the role of iodine

substituted Ge atom, and the [Ge9] units I, II, and III play the role of the silyl
substituents [177]. Eventually, there is a 3-center-2-electron bond among Ge54,
Ge55, and Ge56, in addition to the delocalized bonding within the four [Ge9] units
and the localized 2-center-2-electron bonds within the central [Ge9] skeleton.

In the above seemingly 3-connected clusters, there are vertices that clearly
conform to the octet rule and vertices that do not, but this is not always the case.
The cluster [Ge14R5]

3� (R ¼ Ge(SiMe3)3) (Fig. 58a) has a 3-connected skeletal
geometry with 5 out of 14 Ge atoms decorated by substituents [178]. However, this
cluster only has 64 (4� 14 + 5 + 3) valence electrons, much smaller than 5n¼ 70 as
required by a typical 3-connected cluster predicted by PSEPT. Its electron count
does not follow either 4n + 2 or 5n rule and the cluster shows non-deltahedral
geometry, both suggesting the inapplicability of Wade’s rules on this cluster.

A closely related cluster is the intermetalloid cluster [Pd3Sn8Bi6]
4� (Fig. 58c), in

which tetrel and pnictogen atoms are mixed in the 14-vertex peripheral cage
[180]. The geometry of this cluster is very similar to that of [Ge14R5]

3�, except
that there are three endohedral Pd atoms arranged in a triangle. If we follow the usual
rule-of-thumb for endohedral centers and assign each Pd to be Pd0 (d10 configura-
tion), then the cage would have 66 valence electrons (4 � 8 + 5 � 6 + 4), still
4 electrons short when compared to that for a regular 3-connected cluster. However,

Fig. 56 Crystal structure of [Ge10(Si
tBu3)6I]

+ and its HOMO showing the 3-center-2-electron
bonding character [176] (Adapted with permission from [176]. Copyright (2002) American Chem-
ical Society)
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3-connected clusters with similar composition do exist, as demonstrated by the
clusters [Nb@Ge8As6]

3� and [Eu@Sn6Bi8]
4� (Fig. 58b) [179, 181], both of

which have similar geometries with [Ge14R5]
3� and [Pd3Sn8Bi6]

4�. Nb is an early
transition metal with small electronegativity, hence it is hard to imagine Nb to adopt
a d10 configuration in [Nb@Ge8As6]

3�. Instead, if we consider Nb to be Nb5+, then
the outer cage will become [Ge8As6]

8�, isoelectronic with [As14] having 70 valence
electrons, thus conforming to the electron count of a 3-connected cluster. The
f-block element doped endohedral cluster [Eu@Sn6Bi8]

4� can be deciphered in a
similar way, if we notice that the outer cage should be [Sn6Bi8]

6� in order to be
3-connected, hence the Eu center is Eu2+ with a half-filled f7 configuration.

These examples again demonstrate the great flexibility in electron count for group
14 clusters. Despite such flexibility, one can also find patterns among them. From a
geometric point of view, the clusters [Nb@Ge8As6]

3� and [Eu@Sn6Bi8]
4� are fairly

spherical, while [Ge14R5]
3� and [Pd3Sn8Bi6]

4� are oblate (Fig. 58d). Clearly there is
a relationship between valence electron count and sphericity, implying that the
additional 4/6 electrons would have vertical anti-bonding character.

Fig. 57 Crystal structure of [Au3Ge45]
9� [177] (Reprinted from [177], Copyright (2007), with

permission from John Wiley and Sons)
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While the previous examples with intermediate electron counts feature
3-connected geometries to some extent, there are also a number of other examples
with intermediate electron counts closely resembling Wadean clusters. For example,
the clusters Sn10(Hyp)6 (Fig. 59), [Sn10(Hyp)5]

�, [Sn10(Hyp)4]
2�, and [Pb10(Hyp)6]

all have 46 ¼ 4n + 6 valence electrons, but adopt arachno geometries that do follow
the prediction of Wade’s rules [182–186].

Similarly, the 12-vertex [Pb12(Hyp)6] cluster (Fig. 59) has an approximately
icosahedral skeleton, with six out of twelve Pb atoms decorated with substituents
[183]. This cluster has a valence electron count of 54 (4 � 12 + 6), 4 electrons more
than that required by a Wadean cluster (50) but still less than that in 5n rule. While
skeletal bonding has been partially broken because of the additional electrons,
leading to a kernel in (approximate) D3d symmetry, the unexpected hypervalent
interaction between silyl groups with another proximate Pb atom shortens the bridge
edge, further reducing the molecular symmetry to a pseudo-C2h point group.
Although it has been proposed based on electron counting that the overall cluster
should be described as an arachno-type cluster as predicted by Wade’s rules [183],
the narrow spread of the bond lengths of the icosahedral edges hints a different
electronic structure from its isoelectronic arachno borane cluster [B12H18], which
has a macropolyhedral geometry [187].

Fig. 58 Crystal structure of [Ge14{Ge(SiMe3)3}5]
3�, [Eu@Sn6Bi8]

4� and [Pd3Sn8Bi6]
4� and

comparison among their geometries [178–180] (Reprinted with permission from [178], Copyright
(2008) The Royal Society of Chemistry; from [179], Copyright (2010) John Wiley and Sons; and
from [180], Copyright (2011) American Chemical Society)
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From these examples, we can see that group 14 clusters made up of heavier tetrel
elements may not necessarily share the same geometry as those made up of lighter
tetrel elements with the same number of electrons. On the other hand, without going
into detailed comparison among individual cases, we can still see a similar trend as
previously discussed in Sect. 4.3, that heavier tetrel elements seem to have a greater
tendency to form Wadean clusters while lighter tetrel elements are more likely to
adopt 3-connected structures. The failure of Wade’s rules on the above examples as
well as these subtle features again reveals the difference between tetrel atoms and
[BH] units and even between lighter and heavier tetrel atoms, and demonstrates the
incompleteness of only applyingWade’s rules to understand the electronic structures
of group 14 clusters. Nevertheless, Wade’s rules still serve as a good reference and a
guiding principle when we first face the constantly synthesized novel clusters, since
detailed analysis on their electronic structures is often given on top of Wade’s
bonding description of cluster compounds.

7 Perspective

Cluster chemistry always challenges our perception and interpretation of their
structures using the current bonding models, manifesting why this field is particu-
larly fascinating. Although Wade’s rules cannot fully explain the electronic struc-
tures of all group 14 clusters, it has become a norm to treat them as a starting point
when a new cluster is synthesized. The role of Wade’s rules in cluster chemistry is
similar to the role of the octet rule in classical inorganic chemistry: not all atoms
conform to the octet rule in all molecules, but it is always a good starting point when
understanding the bonding of a molecule. We often draw a Lewis structure for a

Fig. 59 Crystal structures of [Sn10(Hyp)6] and [Pb12(Hyp)6] [182, 183] (Reproduced from Ref.
[182] with permission from The Royal Society of Chemistry (2009), and from Ref. [183] with
permission from John Wiley and Sons (2004))
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molecule to see whether a satisfactory bonding picture can be achieved. If not, extra
attention will be paid to explore the special bonding mode. Although individual
atoms in cluster compounds do not necessarily follow the octet rule, we can similarly
draw a “Lewis-like structure” in a modular way for many cluster compounds, on the
basis of Wade’s rules and polyhedral skeletal electron pair theory [188]. In such a
modular representation, we can identify the Wadean units in a large cluster and treat
them as “superatoms” that can form covalent and dative bonds with other moieties
(see Sects. 5.2 and 5.3). Such a modular bonding picture allows us to understand the
structure and bonding for each constituent unit in a cluster. In this way, cluster
compounds are nothing more than an aggregation of multiple units, each of which
falls into the scope of an existing bonding model.

Still, there are a couple of cluster compounds out there that do not follow Wade’s
rules or their extensions, nor conform to the octet rule as in 3-connected clusters,
which encourages us to explore their bonding patterns more carefully and thor-
oughly, and to develop new bonding models that not only explain the electronic
structure of a single cluster, but also have the potential to be transferred to a number
of other clusters.

So far, a lot of efforts have been paid to formulate a better understanding for more
clusters, and many models arise. For example, aromaticity is a longstanding concept
that has been extensively used across various contexts when one intends to describe
certain unexpected stability of a compound, and has also been widely applied in
group 14 clusters. The Jellium model, which originated from alkali metal clusters
and has been widely used for gold clusters, can also be used to understand the
electronic structures of some group 14 clusters, as introduced in Sect. 3.2.

While both Wade’s rules and Jellium model were developed to understand
electronic structure for species with a near-spherical shape, bonding rules proposed
for vertex capping and cluster fusion described in the polyhedral skeletal electron
pair theory are important steps toward complicated non-spherical clusters. Following
this spirit, new bonding models based on the nine-vertex cluster units have been
developed, inspired by their frequent presence in cluster assemblies, to understand a
number of group 14 cluster assemblies as introduced in Sect. 5.

Nevertheless, cluster compounds covered in this chapter are still far from com-
prehensive. There are a lot of clusters for which a general bonding model has not
emerged. While we are halfway toward a comprehensive understanding of cluster
chemistry, the bonding models introduced in this chapter are powerful tools that we
are armed with to explore this terra incognita ahead of us.

In particular, the [E10]-fused clusters [Co2Ge16]
4� and [Rh3Sn24]

5� [189, 190],
though very different in composition and shape, feature the geometries in which
identical cluster fragments are fused, which may hint us to adopt a fragment-based
approach to understand their relationship, similar to what we have presented in Sect. 5.

The bonding model we discussed for the gold-bridged group 14 cluster
[Au3Ge18], which is a coordination bridged cluster with no explicit Au-Au bonding,
could potentially be used to understand the gold-bridged clusters [Au8Pb33]

6� and
[Au12Pb44]

8� [191] where Au-Au bonding is apparent and a joint model that bridges
group 14 clusters and group 11 clusters becomes obligatory, although the existence
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of the icosahedral cluster [Au@Pb12]
3�, which does not conform to Wade’s rules,

hints us there might be a more complicated chemistry ahead.
Nevertheless, new clusters are constantly synthesized, challenging our

established chemistry and urging us to develop new bonding models. After all,
this is why Wade’s rules were proposed and all the succeeding models were
developed. We anticipate novel clusters and innovative models will persistently
arise in the future, presenting us with new chemistry.
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