
Introduction

The prevention and minimization of the impact
of invasive alien species has become a priority on
the agenda of the international community
because of their negative impact on biodiversity,
economy and public health. This has led in
recent years to the development of tools (legal,
technical, etc.) and programmes. It has become
clear that the scale of the problem requires an
interdisciplinary approach, the planning of long-
term actions (strategic perspective), and urgency.

Biological invasions are a global problem
whose local impact can be of great magnitude.
Effective responses are needed, cooperation and
coordination among countries and/or different
sectors of society are a must. In this frame, scien-
tific research is fundamental to improving knowl-
edge on invasive alien species and developing
new methodologies to fight them.

Big steps to improve the understanding of bio-
logical invasions have been taken in recent years
thanks to the increase of basic research in this
field. However, in spite of the successes obtained
and enlightening information gained on ‘the bio-
logical invasions phenomenon’, there are still
many gaps to be filled. The implementation of
models, the improvement of mitigation methods
(more effective and more environmentally
friendly) and prevention techniques (e.g. risk
analysis) are a priority. However given that inva-
sive alien species represent a global threat, it is
necessary to make the best use of the current
information available.

It is absolutely necessary to optimise the
efforts in scientific research, establishing mecha-
nisms to develop the exchange of information
on invasive alien species, keeping in mind that
in the case of biological invasions solutions to a
problem may be found in other parts of the
world.

In this spirit and with the objective, among
others, of combining and sharing the experiences

on biological invasions carried out in Spain, the
GEI (Grupo Especies Invasoras) organised the
First National Conference on Invasive Alien
Species in 2003. More than 150 people from dif-
ferent parts of the peninsula and from other
countries belonging to different institutions (uni-
versities, public administration, NGOs)
responded to this ‘call for action’ and partici-
pated in the conference.

The present publication, which contains some
of the contributions of the First National Con-
ference on Invasive Alien species, aims to
increase global knowledge on invasive alien spe-
cies.

For editing this issue we counted on the help
of a large number of people. We are grateful
to the authors for their contributions and full
response to the suggestions and requirement of
the editors. The committee of referees played a
very important role in the project. To all of
them, for their patient work, invaluable intellec-
tual contribution and support, our most sincere
thanks. Our gratitude goes to James T. Carlton
and James Drake, who have succeeded each
other in the scientific direction of Biological
Invasions, for having granted us the opportu-
nity to publish the present issue and for super-
vising its scientific quality. We owe thanks to
Springer and, in particular, to Suzanne Mek-
king and Ellen Girmscheid who have helped
bring this project to completion.

We are deeply indebted to all the institutions
who sponsored the conference, especially to Fun-
dación Biodiversidad, which funded, among
other things, the present edition.

Thanks are also due to the GISP (Global Inva-
sive Species Programme), ISSG/IUCN (Invasive
Species Specialists Group/World Conservation
Union) and COE (Council of Europe), who have
supported our work and participated in the con-
ference.
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Last, but not least, we extend our warmest
thanks to Maj de Poorter, Piero Genovesi,
Michel Pascal, Steve Raaymakers, Eladio Fern-
ández-Galiano Daniel Simberloff, Richard N.
Mack and Ana Isabel Queiroz for their constant
and ever present help and support.
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